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Frick Rules Out 
Theatre TV On 
‘49 World Series 


Proposal for a group of theatres 
to buy television rights to the up- 
coming World Series, to transmit 


via large-screen video, is about a 
year premature, according to base- 
ball and theatre execs National 
League prez Ford Frick told 
VaRIETY that, while disposition of 
rights to the series have not yet 
been made, there is little likelihood 
they will be assigned to theatres. 

Circuit operators, who have be- 
come highly meneend in theatre 
TV following the smash _ grosses 
hung up by the two New York 
houses that carried the Charles- 
Walcott fight twa weeks ago, also 
played down the proposal as being 
too early. They pointed out that 
too few theatres now have equip- 
ment to be able to bid for series 
rights. There is no chance, they 
added, that either Paramount or 
RCA, manufacturers of the two 
systems now in use, will be able 
to turn out and sell enough equip- 
ment before the series starts to 
make the idea feasible. 


Tele rights to the previous series 
have gone for $60,000-$100,000. 
Theatre execs estimate two large 
houses, if they played to capacity 
throughout a four-game _ series, 
could match that figure at a $2 
top. But, they point out, they 
cannot be certain of doing SRO biz 
and, moreover, they believe they 
would have to offer considerably 
more than that.to wrap up TV ex- 
clusively and deny it to home re- 
ception. 

With 20th-Fox planning to ini- 
tiate theatre tele in 22 Fox-West 
Coast houses in the fall and with 
other circuits, particularly in N.Y., 
talking large-screen video now, the 
theatremen figure they might be 
able to grab the rights for the 1950 
Series. But this year, they claim, 
there is no chance. 





Truman’s ‘Waltz’ Now 
Mo.’s Official Song 


St. Louis, July 5. 
- The finishing touch to making 
‘The Missouri. Waltz,” President 
Truman’s fave ditty and his win- 
ning campaign tune, the official 
State song was put on a bill passed 
by both houses of the state legisla- 
ture when Gov. Forrest Smith 
johnhancocked the document. The 
Ouse was the last to take a whack 
at the measure, and adopted it by 
an 87 to 20 vote. 
PP i bill designates as the offi- 
" song “The Missouri Waltz” as 
Tfanged by Frederick Knight 
ee from a melody by John Val- 
nm Eppel, with lyries by J. R 
2 ag Representative Floyd L. 
the od (D) from Independence, 
Sins ‘esident’ S home diggings, was 
mak o1 of the bill. Efforts to 
= ‘Waltz” the official state ditty 


failed 
in two revious Ais > 
Sessions. p us Legislature 


‘IIL, Wis. OK TV in Autos, 
But Nix Front-Seaters 


Chicago, July 5 
Two midwest states have okayed 
television receivers for autos, but 


at the same time, specified that | 


only rear seat occupants can take 


in the show Legislatures of Wis- | 


consin and Illinois have passed bills 
making it illegal to install sets in 
cars where the driver could see 
them. 

Gov. Oscar Rennebohm of Wis- 
consin has already signed the 
measure, while Illinois is waiting 
on Gov. Adlai Stevenson's signa- 
ture. 


Bebop No Felony 
In Legal Opinion 


Kansas City. July 5 

Be-bop is an unrestricted musi- 
cal commodity here, according to 
Frank C. Rayburn, municipal 
judge, who ruled for 28 defendants 
in a disturbance-of-the-peace ac- 
tion in court last Wednesday (29). 
The 28, most of them musicians, 
including Oscard Pettiford of the 
Woody Herman orch, had been 
rounded up by police who stopped 
a bop session in a southside dance- 
hall a half an hour before sunrise 
Monday morning. 

Police, including Lt. Doral Den- 
ison of the youth bureau, raided 
the hall when it was claimed bop 
could be heard two blocks from 
the room. About 100 persons were 
in the dancehall, but all but the 
28 escaped through a rear door 


before police could get it covered. | 
The bop sessions have been almost | 
a weekly feature of pop orch mem- | 
bers here for several years, and | 


frequently are joined by side men 
of travelling bands. Last week’s 
version was a sort of salute to the 
Woody Herman orch, which had 
played the Pla-Mor Ballroom Sat- 
urday (25), according to Paul Ohl- 
heiser, a sax sideman. 


Gallic ‘Bobby-Soxer’? 


David O. Selznick. currently in 
|Europe, has an idea for making in 
France a sequel to “Bachelor and 
the Bobby-Soxer,” which he _ pro- 
duced jointly with RKO and which 
scored strongly at the boxoffice in 
1947. Selznick registered with the 
Johnston office last week the label, 
“The Frenchman and the Bobby- 
Soxer.” 

Inquiry at DOS’ New York head- 
quarters disclosed the possibility 
that he’ll take Shirley Temple to 
Paris for filming of the pic. She 
is under contract to him. Cary 
Grant, who co-starred with her in 
the original, will possibly be re- 
placed by Louis Jourdan, who is 
also a DOS contractee. 





| 





Princess Rita 
Vancouver, July 5. 
A sign of the times noted on lo- 
cal theatre marquee 
“Princess Rita in ‘The Loves ot 
; Carmen’.” 


LL. 








in its history. 


Long-Playing 
tor’s 45 rpm platters 


petition with their own 7 
Columbia) disks featuring the same 
hit songs but performed by expen- 
Ss, creates a unique 


have no answers on the 


which was bound to come to some 
nt after the war’s boom years. 


and Columbia are 
backtracking on i 
i Before the war 
(Continued on page 55) 





satellites, the over- 


| Russia and her 
American plays is 


'seas market for 
perhaps at its highest 
both musical and straight presen- 
tations getting terrific global recep- | 
Though Broadway has reach- | 
ed its lowest ebb in both the num- 
q plays and amount of 
s, it is nevertheless 
proving to be a dominant factor in 
theatre production throughout the 


available theatre 


Topping the list of plays getting 
the foreign treatment is “ 
* Named Desire” 
Both are still running on 


put on in Holland, 
(Continued on page 55) 














‘Popcorn’ Tunes 


that fit into hillbilly and other 





f ity Carlisle Does Ist 


Grand Opera, ‘Carmen’ 


Salt Lake City, July 5 

Kitty Carlisle (Mrs. Moss Hart) 
finally reaches her goal of grand 
opera when she sings in “Carmen 
with the Salt Lake City Symphony 
Opera Co. here July 15 

Singer, who has appeared in 
Broadway musicals, films and 
niteries, and in recent seasons did 
straight legit roles in. strawhats 
had her first taste of serious opera 
as lead in’ Benjamin Britlen 


music-drama, “Rape ot Lucretia 

on Broadway (at the Ziegteld | 
winter The “Carmen assien 
ment, however, is the first grand 


opera stint. 


Borscht Belt’s 


Longhair Yen 


Kiamesha Lake, N. Y., July 5 

Catskill vacationers will sup cul 
ture with their borscht as part ot 
the new policy of the Concord ho- 
tel here to stage weekly syin 
phonic concerts starting Thursday 
(7). The premiere will feature 
Thomas Heyward, tenor, and Clara 
Mae Turner, contralto, both of the 
Metropolitan Opera, and a 40-piece 
orch composed of musicians irom 
the N. Y. Philharmonic, Dallas, 


| Minneapolis, Philadelphia and 
| Pittsburgh symphonies. 


MORE ’N MORE 
BWAY LEGITS 
ABROAD 


Translations, adaptations and du- ABC's “Let’s Go to the Met.’ 
plications of recent Broadway pro- | 
ductions are supplying a major por- 
entertainment 


Alternate programs will offer con- 
densations of operas, including “La 
Traviata,” “Carmen,” “Faust” and 


“Rigoletto,” with prominent soloists 
{such as Norman Scott, NBC basso, 


Gagliardi, tenor who recently ar- 


lrived from Italy’s La Scala, and 
i|Norman Young, of New York's City 
|Centre opera company. Arthur 


Winarick, Concord prexy. and Sho- 
lem Secunda, musical director, 


| have inked several guest conduct 


ors, including Josef Stopak. of 


Concerts will be staged in the 
hotel’s airconditioned Cordilion 
Room, which seats 1,500. Eveniual- 
ly, however, Winarick plans to es- 
tablish a “Tanglewood in the Cats- 
kills.” 


UNESCO on Copyright 


Paris, July 5 
Copyright convention of the 





United Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organization, 
which has opened in Paris, will aim 
at the standardization of copyright 
legislation in 48 countries. 


American delegates include 


Luther Evan, Congressional librar- 
ian and John Shulman, N.Y. 
lawyer identified with the music 
business. 





| Gorgeous George’s Pic 


Hollywood, July 5 
Male glamour gets a break in 


Republic’s “Pardon My Toehold 
with the signing of Gorgeous 
George, the marcelled marvel of 
the mauling mat. 


The gorgeous one will play him- 


self with his full regalia of goldi- 
locks in the wrestling murder mys 
tery. 


INDUSTRY'S TUG 0° WAR 


FECORO 8 
AND) RPM 


The entry of RCA-Victor 1 
low-priced record field, ¢ 





Jolson Scofts 
At 2506 For 


0 Teevee Shots 


4 


Hellywood, July 5 

Milton Berle may be the hottest 
thing in television, but the front 
burner has been turned up higher 
for Al Jolson For the mere sign 
ing of his name on a piece of 
irchment he could have been 
$250,000 (ess taxes) richer not 
that he needs it One of the net 
work heads—Jolie isn’t saving 
whether it was Bill Paley or Niles 
lrammell—offered him that hunk 


ol stuff for six TV programs 

But there was a catch to it, and 
Jolie is not one to bypass the fine 
print in a contract. The quarter 


million was his for the six shows, 
but in the meantime should the 
network strike a deal with a spon- 
or he would have to sign again for 
39. and the coin angle would be 
worked out, but not on the basis 
of $40,000 a show. 

Jolson insists the offer was made 
in good faith, but he’s staying out 
of tele for a while. He doesn't 
like the quality of kinescoping and 
he won't go east to do the shows 
live. Tele, he holds, isn’t ready 
for talent of his calibre, and Holly- 
wood hears he will be hotter than 
ever after his soon-to-be-released 
picture, “Jolson Sings Again,” hits 
the country’s screens. 

If the right kind of a radio deal 
comes along he'll be back in the 
fall. But he’s in no hurry to get 
back to the kilocycles. The _ bid- 
ding will be higher after his pic- 
ture comes out and the record al- 
bums start selling over the coun- 
ters. Then it will be a matter of 
“You know me, AI; let's sign right 
now 





Drew Pearson Changes 
His Hat (New Sponsor) 


Drew Pearson and Lee Hats are 
parting company after a three and 
a half year association. When 
Pearson returns to the air in the 
fall he’ll have a new sponsor. This 
time it's Adam Hats. 

It was simply a case of budget, 
William H. Weintraub, agency on 
the Lee Hat account, recommend- 
ing the cutback in view of the 
$6,000 a week Pearson talent tab 
for his 15-minute Sunday evening 
(6-6:15) ABC commentary. 

At the same time, however, 
Weintraub kept Pearson “in the 
house,” maneuvering the switch- 
over to Adams, also a Weintraub 
account. Under terms of his new 
deal Pearson will get $6500 a 
week. He remains in the same 
\BC time slot. 


Cov. ‘Hoffman’ $ Musical 


Harold H. Hoffman, ex-Governor 
of New Jersey and president of the 
Circus Saints & Sinners, has writ- 
ten a book musical titled “Saints 
and Sinners” with Howard A. 
Shiebier. Score has yet to be set. 

The Shuberts plan to produce it. 
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20th and Par Coming Back Into 
The Bway Legit Angeling Field 


Despite Hollywood’s accent 
economy, film money will again be 
xvailable for angeling Broadway 
Jegit productions during the com- 
ing season. Both 20th-Fox and 
Paramount acknowledged last week 
that they have funds ready for in- 
Both 
emphasized, however, that they are 
interested only in putting coin into 
picture pos- 


vestinent in play production. 


legiters with distinct 


sibilities 
in two 
the 


Twentieth put money 


during past 
Pacific” and “De- 
tective Story.” Paramount made 
no investments. Both companies 
had been very important angels un- 
til the Hollywood economy axe 
fell, 20th, for instance, having put 
up virtually all the dough for “An- 


Broadway shows 


xe “South 


’ 
ason, 


nie Get Your Gun.” 

Joseph H. Moskowitz, 20th’s 
eastern studio rep, explained his 
company’s current policy, which 


was echoed by John Byram, Par’s 
play department head. “We're 
not interested in any legit invest- 
ments merely for the sake of mak- 
ing money. Our business is pro- 
ducing pictures, not plays,’ Mos- 
kowitz declared. “‘What we are in- 
terested in are investments in 
plays that fulfill certain other de- 
mands, such as that they be suit- 
able for films. There are many 
factors involved in our investments 
aside from direct return on our 
money, although we like them to 
be profitable, of course.” 


Fox is well on the black side in 
iis record of investments in legit- 
ers, partially through a standing 
arrangement with Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hammerstein 2d_ by 
which the studio takes a piece of 
each of their productions. Par, 
likewise, has a favorable record. 
Other studios, principally Metro, 
which is now out of legit financ- 
ing, have taken some bad beatings. 

Investment in a play gives a 
company no advantages in bidding 
for it or in price, except that the 
studios figure that if they buy : 
successful legiter in which they 
have an investment they have 
saved on the cost of screen rights 
an amount equal to their earnings 
out of the play. That’s the prin- 
cipal reason for angeling. 

Although Fox put up $300,000 to 
finance “Annie,” it let Metro take 
the screen rights. M-G bid up to 
$650,000 and 20th thought it could 
make more coin on that sum than 
by producing the picture, which 
would end up as a very high budg- 
eter, since Fox would have had to 
meet Metro’s bid. Company got a 
net of .bout $115,000 of the Metro 
money, 60% of the total going to 
the authors and 20% to the pro- 
ducer, leaving 20% for the angel 
after agent’s fees. 

Moskowitz’s boss, 20th produc- 
tion chief Darryl F. Zanuck, said 
in an interview in New York last 
week that price tags on screen 
rights to legiters had gotten so 
high he didn’t think the company 
would do much buying of them-~— 
unless it wanted them particularly. 
Hollywood has’ purchased little 
from Broadway in the past three 
vears not so much because of econ- 


omy, Zanuck said, as that the 
plays have been so poor. The sea- 


son just_closed, he declared, mark- 
ed a “renaissance in quality for 
Broadway.” 





on¢ 


Stolz’s Vienna to N. Y. 


Vienna, July 5. 
Composer-conductor Robert Stolz 
planes to New York July 10 to 
baton the N. Y. Philharmonic or- 
chestra at Lewisohn Stadium July 
16 
W hile 


Pinza’s Straight 5G 
A Week for First 52 
Weeks of His M-G Pact 


Hollywood, July 5. 
Ezio Pinza’¢s Metro deal calls for 
a straight $5,000 a week for 52 
weeks during his first year, mean- 
ing a $260.000 gross for which he’s 


here 
shorts. 


supposed to make two. pictures 
within that period, or three pic- 
tures within two years. It scales 


down to around $130,000 per pic- 
ture, if options are elected so that 
he makes his five pix within three 
years 

In addition he retains radio, re- 
cording and concert rights, plus 


the privilege of one outside picture | 
ne } 
52- | 


initial 
reports 


the 
He 


annum after 
contract. 


per 


week at 


Metro next June when he departs | 


“South Pacific.” 





Pinza’s Party Offers 
Paul Small, who agented Ezio 
Pinza’s Metro contract, claims he 


has seen a new wrinkle in ‘book- 
ings.” He gets strange requests 
from socialites to “book” Pinza at 
soirees—‘‘just come as a guest but 
if there’s any fee attached, just let 
us know.” Small handles these by 
stating Pinza’s social engagements 
are personal with him, carry~—no 
fee, and he would probably resent 
anv offers to attend non-theatrical 
gatherings for payment. 


PAR’S % CUT ON MUSICAL 
VERSIONS OF 2 OLDIES 








| 
| 


| 
| 


Stolz recorded some 





Se ee ae ee 


<*®. 


369th 


WEEK! 


3,762 Performances 


All-time long run in the 


iepilimateé neatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


And 


recora 


now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 











Rank’s $300,000 
Package of 70 
Brit. Pix for TV 


J. Arthur Rank, British film 
magnate, hopes to get $300,000 for 
the television rights to a package 
of 70 British pix which United 
World Films, Universal’s TV and 
16m subsid, is currently hawking 
in the American market. For two- 
to-three years tele rights to these 
pix, UWF is seeking an average 
$5,000 per pic. While it is not gen- 


erally regarded as a_ particularly 
high price, market has been re- 
cently shying away from feature 


picture purchases. 


Before any deal is made, UWF 
must consult with Rank on its 
terms. Hence, company’s maneu- 


vers have mainly been exploratory 
in nature. Most of the pix offered 
have never played theatres in the 
U. S., although a few had first-run 
test engagements. 

That is the particular feature of 


Paramount will own pieces of the package’s makeup which is in- 


two legiters next season in return 
for turning back screen rights to 
the producers. They are the mu- 
sical version of “Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes” and “The Pursuit of 
Happiness,” both of which Par has 
already picturized. 

In a similar situation, Samuel 
Goldwyn owns film rights to ‘The 
Little Foxes,” which will be pro- 
duced in musicalized form. He is 
not giving up these rights, how- 
ever, and anyone who desires to 
put the new version in celluloid 
will have to deal with him first. 

The two Par arrangements for 
“Blondes” and “Happiness” ar 
similar. In each ease the studio 
waives its ownership of screen 
rights in return for between 10% 


e 


and 15°¢ of the Broadway produc- | 


tions. Latter is made much more 
valuable by the waiver since it 
opens the way to a new film deal 
without complications. Paramount, 
however, does retain first refusal 
rights. 
“Blondes,” 
Broadway by 


being produced on 
Herman Levin and 


Oliver Smith, was made by Para- | 


mount in 1928 from the dramatiza- 
tion of the Anita Loos book. ‘‘Hap- 
piness,”’ which will be a Theatre 
Guild production, was turned out 











by Par in 1934. 
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tended to avoid squawks by exhibs 
resenting cuffo exhibition of films 
on TV. UWF was offered $5,000 
for one showing of “Brief Encoun- 
ter” over the Ford Theatre when 
the motor company recently sought 
a replacement for a tele presenta- 
tion of “Edward, My Son.” Latter 
show was suddenly pulled when 
Metro. protested televising the 
same subject-matter as its pic. 
Offer of $5,000 
UWF because “Encounter” had 
wide circulation among theatres. 


‘NO BIZ LIKE SNOW BIZ 
AND NO BITE LIKE THIS 


Oslo, June 26. 
| Unfreezing of 1947 figures indi- 
cate. that there’s no business like 
—snow business. Norwegians in 
; the Arctic Circle attended pictures 
nearly five times as often as those 
in the south. Average northern at- 
tendance was 43 times during the 
year, to nine times in the south. 
Total biz ran over $10,000,000. 
Government took 40% of this in 
taxes, meaning Hollywood alone on 
288 pix paid $2,280,000. Far 





was nixed by! 


products. 

At each stopover, the revue 
added seven lighting and scenic. 
hands from local unions in addi- 
tion to musicians. Bill Richards, 
lighting director for Hildegarde, 
supervised the lighting. Eddie 


| 
| 





Tele’s Competition 
Houses Limned 


by Big 





One Way to Get a Pass 


London, June 28. 

During the screening of “The 
Blind Goddess” at the Palace the- 
atre at Gorbals, in Glasgow, a 22- 
year-old woman gave birth to a 
boy. 

The manager announced imme- 
diately tollowing the birth that the 
infant film fan would have a life 
pass to the cinema. 


Ilka Chase at $15,000 


| medium. 
|of the Harriet 


Ballyed Levers (Ayer) 


Tour for Cosmetic Line 


business formats for com- 
mercial merchandizing, a_ tech- 
nique used by New York: fashion 
designers in Madison Square Gar- 
den in 1947, are spreading into the 
cosmetic industry promotional 
Lever Bros., producers 


Show 


as 


line, recently scored click 
sales results via a four-and-a- 
half week cross-country roadshow 
of a product-plugging revue titled 
“Golden Chance To Be Lovely.” 
Show paid off with solid orders 
from leading department stores in 
the key cities. 

Produced by Helen Melba (wife 
of the Hotel Pierre, N. Y., enter- 
tainment director Stanley Melba), 
show was made up centrally of nine 
Parisian models with Ilka Chase 
as femcee, Todd Manners as the 
juve lead and Rogers Tuttle, of 
NBC, vocalist. Miss Chase got 
$15,000 for her stint. Nine models, 
who planed back home Saturday 
(2), repped the nine leading cou- 
tourier salons in Paris. Total com- 
pany of 35, including four stage- 
hands, toured the U.S. in two Pan- 
American Convairs, each titled 
“Golden Chance” part ot the 
showmanship hookup. 

Ballyhooed through radio and 
television tieups, the troupe played 
in Cleveland, tied in with Higbee’s 
department store; Minneapolis, for 
Davton’s; San Francisco, for the 
White House; Los Augeles, for 
Bullock’s and also at Loew's State 
theatre; Philadelphia, for Straw- 
bridge Clothier; St. Louis, for 
Famous Barr, Chicago, for Carson- 
Pirie-Scott and at the Palmer 
House; and Boston, for Filene’s in 
the Copley-Plaza hotel. Atter the 
Cleveland date, Highbee’s put in 
three new counters for the Ayer 


metic 


das 


| Steinberg directed the revue which 


was supervised by J. B. Hurd, vice- 
prexy of Federal Advertising 
agency which handles the Ayer ac- 


‘count for Lever Bros. 





15 Years Ago 











Fanny Brice and Willie and Eu- | 


|/ gene Howard made arrangements 
'with the Shuberts to pan for gold 


be- | 


hind were the British with 55 pix, | 


a step ahead of the Swedes with 


53. French showed 36, Russians 14 
and Danes 12. Norway, presum- 
ably figuring there was more 


money in taxation than production, 
only released three pictures to its 
own people.. 





’ 
Kaye’s 2-Way Preem 
Gleneagles, June 28. 
Danny Kaye, who is set to sail 
for the U. S. July 7, made history 


| 
| 
| 
i 


| 


in Britain here tonight (28) when | 


his voice came through from his 


hotel suite in Liverpool, speaking | 
to the 400 guests of Warner Bros., | 


cinema exhibs meeting in summer 


conference at this luxury Scottish | 


hotel. 
It was first two-way phonecast in 
the United Kingdom. Loudspeak- 


ers in the dining-room relayed 
Kaye's greetings to the exhibs. 
Sir Alexander King replied and 


asked for “Candy Kisses.” Comic 
sang this and Scots songs, with 
everyone, joining-im,: . nk OS 


in the sticks, encouraged by the 
sensational biz done by Katharine 
Cornell in her repertory. 


Temperament of foreign ac- 


tors was still throwing a 
wrench into Fox production 
plans. Charles Boyer, the 


French import, refused to do a 
pic “beneath his dignity,” and 
so his contract was torn up, as 
were those of Lilian Harvey 
and Paul Martin, for the same 
reason, 





Will Rogers, in “Ah, Wilder- 
ness,’ did a smash $190,000 
for nine weeks divided be- 
tween San Francisco and Los 
Angeles. 


25 YEARS AGO 
Will Hays was cleaning up film 
titles. Advertising matter was also 


getting a good going-over. 





Frank Tinney, in a speech, as- 
sured the women present at a 
Lights Club dinner that they were 
“perfectly safe.” This was a 
jocular reference to the Imogene 


, Wilson assault case. 


Hubbard Ayer Cos- | 


to Motion Pic 


LA. Survey 


Hollywood. July 5. 
_A door-to-door survey of tele- 
'vision set owners in the Los 
| Angeles area, slated to be released 
for publication Thursday (7). re- 
portedly will show that 66.2°, of 
the owners attend motion pictures 
less frequently than before they 
had video receivers in their homes 
This compares with a 30¢¢ drop in 
attendance by eastern 
cently revealed 
search Institute 


Owners re- 
in Audience Re- 
surveys. 

Canvass was made under super- 
vision of Hal Evry, professor of aq- 
vertising.at Woodbury College, and 
Foote, Cone & Belding agency. jt 


started May 10 and finished June 
26. Evry sent 500 of the college's 
advertising students out on the 
survey. They interviewed 1.800 
set Owners personally. This is be- 
lieved to be the largest number 


ever quizzed on a tele poll in this 
manner, and cost of the survey, in- 
cluding salaries, would have been 
in excess of $10,000 if paid poll- 
sters had been used. 

‘Make Better Pix’ 

All of the statistics gathered by 
the students, described by Evry as 
“better than paid pollsters because 
they are unbiased,’ could not be 
learned. However, it was ascer- 
tained that one of the questions 
about getting tele viewers back 
into theatres, reportedly contrib- 
uted to the list by Society of In- 
dependent Motion Picture’ Pro- 
ducers’ Marvin Faris, received this 
majority answer: 

*‘Make better pictures.” 

The question was, “You say your 
movie attendance has_ dropped 
since installation of your TV set. 
What can they do to win back your 
steady patronage?” Highest per- 
centage of answers, next to the 
plea for better pictures, was “Noth- 
ing.” Third was “Lower prices.” 

This percentage was diametric- 
ally opposed to that in answer to 
the question, “If you could see 
church services at home over tele- 
vision would you go to church?” 
Answers were: “Same now,” 
85%; ‘“‘more,” 8%: “less,” 3%, 
They'll go out to church services, 
in other words, but they won't go 
to films. 


as 


A total of 26 questions was asked, 
among them being, ‘“‘Would you be 
willing to pay a certain fee to see 
a specific current film over your 
television set?’”’ The ayes beat the 
nays on this one, indicating that 
viewers would go for ‘“Phono- 
vision,’ method by which they 


|drop coins into their tele phones 


for the privilege of seeing new 
Hollywood product. 


Family Budget Unbalanced 


Pollsters also found that viewers 
are spending more money since 
they’ve had sets installed, indicat- 
ing that set makers are off on the 
wrong foot in advertising that cus- 
tomers will save coin because 
they'll stay at home more. They're 
shelling out more dough, quizzees 
advised, because they have to order 
extra food and refreshments for 
friends and neighbors invited over 
to gander a tele show. They are 
also paying more tor electricity 
bills because sets are turned on so 
much. 


Owners interviewed were broken 
down into three categories: those 
who have just recently had sets in- 
stalled, those who've had them six 
months or so and those who've had 
them a year or more. Survey, it’s 
understood, will show that: drop 10 
viewing on part of the latter be- 
cause users have grown used to 
the novelty or are bored with what 
video has to offer will only be 
about 6%. 

Comprehensiveness of the ¢can- 
vass is indicated in questions 
covering makes of sets owned, re- 
ceiving difficulties, viewing hours, 


stations viewed, number of view- 
ers in each home, favorite pro- 
grams, impressions of daytime 


programming and commercials, ef- 
fects on radio listening and changes 
wrought on family habits. 


Next survey to be ¢t 
by Woodbury College will 
started in September. Adde 


the list of questions will be. “S”’ 


getting your television set do 
find that you are reading 
favorite movie column more, 
or the same?” Question is be 
added because pollsters found 
the last survey of 1,800 set ow! 
that a large number of In 


t 


viewees read film gossip colw 
ists less and radio-tele pillar 
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Any Picture Costing Less Than 
$1,000,000 Is a B—Henry Ginsberg 


Warning against Hollywood be-+ 
“cost conscious to the point 
of forgetting the entertainme nt 
needs of a picture” is sounded by 
Henry Ginsberg, Paramount's vee- 
pee in charge of production. Talk- 
ing about his own company, Gins- 
berg said: “We have advanced in 
our handling of the cost problem 
but our advance must not affect 
the quaiity of production.” 

No Paramount film in the past 
years has hit unde: 
Ginsberg said. “When 
you get under that figure,” he 
added, “you are making B pic- 
tures.” This principle applies ex- 
ceot for a seattered few which 
proved to be of a better quality 

On the other hand, Ginsberg 
believes there has been too much 
talk of costs outside the picture 
business. “The public is not in- 
terested in costs, only entertain- 
ment.” That sort of coverage 
“makes this industry look ill, and 
we're not really ill at all.” 

Par’s studio chief tags the entry 
of National Exhibitors Film Co 
exhib unit which will bankroll 
indie production, as ‘“‘very healthy 
and stimulating.” The top circuit 
ops behind the new company “will 
get an understanding of our prob- 
lems,’ Ginsberg said. He is all 
for competition in Hollywood and 
believes that indie film-making 
has stimulated new and fresh tal- 
ent. Hence, any additional coin to 

(Continued on page 23) 


coming 


couple of 
$1,000,000, 





Majors Carry Goodwill 
Drive to Coast- as P.R. 
Execs Meet Exhibs, Prods. 


Major 
the Coast 


companles will carry to 

next week their cam- 
paign for building better intra-in- 
dustry and public relations for 
films. They will hold two meetings 
there in the series which started 
in the east a month ago and which 
will wind up with a general in- 
dustry conference in August, prob- 
ably at Colorado Springs. 

First of the Coast sessions will 
be held in San Francisco next 
Tuesday (12) with the Pacific 
Coast Conference of Independent 
Theatre Owners. Following day, 
the touring good-willers of the in- 
dustry will hustle down to Holly- 
wood for sessions with the Motion 
Picture Industry Council. 

Jaunt is being headed by RKO 
prexy Ned E. Depinet in his role 
of chairman of the exhibit or/and 
community relations committees ol 
the board of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America. He’ll be accom- 
panied by Eric Johnston, president 

(Continued on page 23) 


HUGHES TO BRIEF RKO 
BD. ON HIS COMMAND 


Holtywood, July 5. 

Howard Hughes, controlling 
stockholder of RKO, is going to 
make a report of his stewardship 
of the company at a board meeting 
Slated here Thursday (7). Hughes 
will tell the directors, some of 
whom are his designees ‘and others 
that of outside interests, the re- 
Sults on the first five “A” films 
completed since he took command 
of the studio. 

Hurried meeting was called late 
last week. Ned E. Depinet, RKO 
prez, accompanied by directors L. 
Lawrence Green and George HU. 





Shaw plane tomorrow (Tues 
from New York. J. Miller Walker 


entrained over the weekend while 
Fred L. Ehrman comes in from 
San Francisco. 

Developments in the final sepa- 
ration of the production-distribu- 
tion unit from the circuit will also 


be gabbed and future steps 
mapped. Impending sale _ of 
ughes’ theatre stock holdings 


may come up for discussion also. 
Understood Hughes does not in- 
tend to enter any further negotia- 
tions to sell his interest in the cir- 
Cult until a survey of the theatres 
is made and he gets an accurate 
4PPraisal of their worth. 


,detray the 





Fans B.R. ‘Cleveland’ 


Hollywood, July 5. 
{tepublic’s baseball picture, tem- 
porarily titled “The Cleveland 
Story,’ 's getting finarcial as well 


as moral support from the fans 


in the Ohio metropolis Twenty 
per cent cf the budget was sub- 
scribed by Indian rooters. includ- 


tug Congressman Bolton ot Ohio 
Herbert Kline, producer, and 
Walter Colmes. director. wound 
fue picture a week ahead of sched- 
we at a cost of approximately 
$700,000 


Swedish Pulp 
To Help Unfreeze 
Films’ $2,000,000 


Deal is understood being negoti- 
ated by which American film com- 
panies may unfreeze $2.000.000 of 
earnings they now have tied up in 
Sweden. Money would be used to 
buy Swedish paper. which would 
be shipped to this country for sale, 


the Americans keeping the dollar 
return. 


John G. MeCarthy, 
rector of the 
of the Motion Picture Assn. oft 
\merica, left New York last week 
on a five-week tour which will take 
him to Stockholm for conversations 
on the paper deal. He'll also visit 
other Scandianavian countries in 
an effort to effect agreements that 
will shake coin loose 

Swedish arrangement is under- 
stood somewhat similar to the deal 
by which the American companies 


managing di- 


recentiy got about $250,000 out of 
Finland by investing their frozen 
money in bibles These were 


where the 
already ar- 


shipped fo this country 
Finnish printer had 
ranged for their sales. and the coin 
was turned over to the MPAA by 
an American bank when the bibles 
were received by the inearicmnasial 


Film Cos, for 2d Time 
Resist Agent’s Pressure 
Bidding on a Property 


Major companies, for the second 
time in two months. again gave the 
cold shoulder last week to efforts 
by an agent to force them to bid 
against each other for a story prop- 
ertv. Latest attempt was by 10°ce1 
Ann Watkins in trying to. sell 
“King of Fasserai.” a forthcoming 
book by David Divine. in which 
some companies have expressed 
interest. 

Story eds in New 
received from the Watkins’ office a 
wire reading: “David Divine’s 
‘King of Fasserai’ is available for 
competitive bidding until four 
o'clock tomorrow afternoon (Wed- 
nesdav), with each participant in- 
formed of the others’ offer. If un- 
sold by four o'clock will accept the 
first bid in excess of $30,000.” 

As happened recently when the 
Liebling-Wood agency sent oul a 
similar communique in trying to 
sell Tennessee Williams’ hit legit- 

(Continued on page 20) 


‘ACADEMY QUIZ’ SHOW 
TO BR. OSCAR DERBY 


Hollywood, July 5 
Oscar Derby will return to Hol- 
Ivwood blvd. next year, probabls 
to the Chinese theatre. where the 
presentations were made in 1946. 
Board of governors declined to 
name the particular theatre but 


York last week 


the Chinese fills the bill for size 
and location. 
American Broadcasting Co. was 


authorized to round up a sponsor 
for the proposed “Academy Quiz” 
air show, with proceeds helping to 
Academy's, expenses. 





} country is 


international division | 


, (WB? and 


BIZ SHAKES OFF 
OPRING 


Theatre 








business throughout the 
bouncing back from a 
wobbly showing which circuits and 
indies suffered during a string of 


weeks immediately after Easter 
Sunday, check up by Variety dis- 
closes Most circuits report that 
Zrosses have now rallied to the 
point where biz is trailing that of 


last year by 5°%-7° If the cur- 
rent recovery holds, U. S. flickeries 
will end the year with grosses be- 
hind 1948 by avout that margin 
Playing the heavy in the drop in 


trade has been the weather, prin- 
cipally Theatremen however, 
are not overlooking a variety of 
other factors, all of which are be- 
lieved to be playing their part 
Among these are picture quality 
general economic conditions and 


competition trom other forms of 


amusement 
Whether films are not as strong 


in quality as they were last year 
appears moot point There's 
been cri sm trom that stand not 


only from newspaper and mag re- 
viewers, but from a good many 
exhibs Important circuit opera- 
tors canvassed by Varirry. how- 


ever, say that they are convinced 


(Continued on page 23) 


Sears West to Huddle 
Anew With Pickford, 
Chaplin on UA Future 


Grad Sears, United Artists prez, 
is planning to head for the Coast 
late this week to continue talks 
with owners Mary Pickford and 
Charles Chaplin on problems _ be- 
setting the company. Sears, in New 
York during the past week, has had 
powwows with several bankers and 
may have further such huddles be- 
fore he leaves for the Coast. 

In his confabs with the financial 
institutions, it is understood, Sears 
was entirely exploratory. He asked 
for nothing specifically, nor did he 
offer anything. Belief is that the 
UA topper’s aim is merely to gath- 
er material for reporting back to 
the owners on the attitude of the 
banks toward the company. 

There was general skepticism 
among the financial men of reports 
that Chaplin and Miss Pickford had 
offered to furnish between $350,000 
and $500,000 each out of personal 
funds backing indie producers de- 
siring to release through UA. Un- 
derstanding was that Sears was to 
sound out the banks on advancing 
first money if the owners put up 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Mayer Huddling Schenck on Metro s 





Polio Ups Ozoner B.0. 


Dallas, July 5 
alarm at the 
resulted in a big 
fYular indoor 


Public 
demic has 
in attendance at res 


polio epl- 
di op 


theatres, while drive-ins have 
registered almost 50 upturn 
In San Marcos. the two drive- 


remained open while all 
the indoor houses were 
At Austin, a 25 
noted in attendance at the regular 
theatres while increased 


ins there 
closed 
decrease was 


ozoners 


about 50° Similar change was 
reported at Lubbock 


Fades as Young 


Balks at Deal 


Deal for Edward 
over control of Eagle Lion, 
appeared all but inked last 
looks dubious now. EL’s control 
ling stockholder, Robert R. Young, 
made a last-minute balk which has 
thrown the negotiators off and may 


Small to take 
which 
week, 


(likely mean the end of deal 
Boston banker Serge Seme 
nenko, who has been trying to put 


the Small-Young setup together, 
will continue efforts this week to 
get the EL owner to accept the 
new arrangement, but according to 
Young’s advisers there is not a lot 
of chance of 

Small arrives in New York from 
the Coast today (Wednesday) and 
if Semenenko can get him and 
Young together for tace-to-face 
talks there may be some tavorable 
results. However, Small did not 

(Continued on page 6) 


Hayes Goetz Will Work 
With Metro in London 


Hayes Goetz heads for London 
in September to join his father, 
Ben Goetz. Metro production chief 
in Great Britain. Young Goetz was 
assistant to M-G producer Arthur 
Hornblow, Jr.. in Hollywood, but 
now will work with Metro in Eng- 
land. 

Accompanying 


SsUuUCCESS 


Goetz is his 
bride, the former Martha Stephen- 
son Kemp Mature McKelway, 
whom he married two weeks ago 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Holiday, 


‘Jones,’ 


‘Big Steal,’ 


That nationwide heat wave con- 
tinues the big factor at the na- 
tion’s boxoffices this session. 


with the Independence 
which gave most of 
patrons a chance to 
escape the soaring thermometers, 
it tumbled film grosses generally, 
although a number of new pictures 
opening in the keys 
VARIETY helped to salvage 

First 


Coupled 
Dav weekend 
the key cits 


the biz. 
place honors for the week 


are split about evenly between 
“Sorrowtul Jones” (Par) and “Nep- 
tune’s Daughter’ (M-G) with 
“Daughter” holding a slight edge 


since the Bob Hope opus ig now in 
its second week in most spots, The 
Metre musical is pacing the field 
in practically every city, pulling 


sock $19,000 in Pittsburgh. terrific 
$9200 in Portland. fine $19.000 itn 
Baltimore. fine $33.000 in’ Boston. 


sock $28,000 in Washington and 
doing equall\ well elsewhere, even 
hitting fancy $60,000 for a second 
Chicago week 

“Jones.” last session's strongest 
entry. continued just as strong 
second round in most keys and 
proved its staving power with a 
fine $64.000 for its fifth N. Y. 
round. On the strength of num- 
ber of openings, “Fountainhead” 
“Big StealY 


covered by | 
lt old” 
iin Portland but dull in Pitt 


WRRO) take }...-.... age 


New Pix Stave Off Heat — ‘Neptune,’ 
‘Fountainhead’ Lead 


down third and fourth place 
money, although both are some- 
what spotty. Former is taring 
best in such cities as Pitt, San 
Francisco and Louisville. while 
“Steal” teeing off big in Minneap- 
olis, Los Angeles, Washington and 
Cincinnati but showing little in 
Balto. 


Among the runners-up. “I.ust for 
(Col) opened big in N. Y., solid 
“Sand” 
(20th) soared on the strength of a 
number of midwestern personal 
appearances with George Jessel 
and other 20th stars. but is sloping 
off on regular runs Film is big 
in Frisco, fair in Balto and Detroit 
and mild in Minneapolis and Kan- 
sas City 

“Red Menace which looked 
headed for big things last week. is 
slow on the second round. falling 
to thin $9,000 in N. Y. and open- 
ing to weak $6.000 in Chi. “Look 
for Silver Lining” continues sock 
in N. Y.. only date so far. Other 
holdovers showing well this frame 
are “Champion” (UA), “Happens 
Every Spring” (20th) and “Strat- 
ton Story” (M-G “Lost Bounda- 
ries” (FC) is showing class in 
opening frame 
Boxoffice 


(Complete Reports on 
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Return to One Pic Per Week Policy 


One of the prime purposes 0! 
Louis B. Mayer’s appearance at th 
Metro h.o. next week is to map 
production - distribution formul 


which wold return the compan: 
to a pre-war output of 48-52 pi 
vearly. William F. Rodgers, M-G 
distribution v.p is cutting sho 


his current visit to the studio t+: 


join the talks with Nicholas M 
Schenck, company prez 

Maver is due in Monday (11) 
with his wife and Howard Strict 


ling, studio publicity head. Rodget 
follows the studio chief Wedne 
day (13). Dore Schary, production 
topper, already discussed the ques 
tion while in N. Y. several weeks 
back 

The plan calls for a gradual and 
as palnless-as-possible restoration 
of a tar faster filmmaking and re 
leasing pace. By 1951, it is said, 
company brass hope to quicken the 
output to the point where Metro is 
sending out one feature weekly to 
its exchange 

It Metro succeeds in 
the one-per-week 
have the largest output of any of 
the Big Five. Only other major 

(Continued on page 27) 


reaching 
tempo, it will 


Schary Toasts Mayer, 
Latter Recips—All At 
L. B.’s Birthday Party 


Hollywood, July 5 

Louis B. Maver was feted at a 
birthday party by Dore Schary, 
William F. Rodgers, Metro pro- 
ducers, directors and department 
heads at the studio commissary 
Saturday (2) Schary, in toasting 
Mayer, said: “His efforts in mould- 
ing M-G-M into a position of lead- 
ership are the greatest single 
achievement in the history of busi- 
ness.” 

Referring to Secharv as “the man 
guiding the ship of Metro,”” Maver 
said: “Watch Dore Scharv. You're 
going to see great pictures come 
out of M-G-M.” He said the se- 
lection of Schary as production 
head was meeting all his expecta- 
tions. 
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U.S. UNLIKELY TO UP THAT $17,000,000; 
DEVALUATION WOULDN'T MATTER MUCH 


Hopes of American 
for an increase in the $17,000,000 
yearly they are now permitted to 
take out of Britain are rapidly be- | 
ing dashed by the present critical 
slide in England’s general economic 


situation With the Anglo-U. S. 
agreement of March, 1948, coming 


up for renegotiation within six 
months. Yank filmites are beginning 
to fear that they’ll have trouble 
holding their own on the $17,000,- 
000 rather than obtaining an im- 
provement 

In connection with the reverse 
trend in British recovery, there 


have also been renewed indications 
in the past week that England may 
devalue the pound. Plan is to trim 
its value by about one-fourth, prob- 
ably early next year. That means 
that a pound note would be worth 
$3 instead of the present $4. 
American industry views that 
with no alarm regarding remit- 
tances or frozen balances in Lon- 
don. Under the terms of the Anglo- 
U. S. agreement, the amount of 
coin allowed for export is $17,000,- 
000—specifically expressed in dol- 
Jars and not as £4,250,000. So 
the pound’s value in dollars makes 
no difference to the Americans. 
matter of fact, when the 
was being negotiated 
with British Board of Trade prez 
Harold Wilson by Eric Johnston, 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
prexy. and James A. Mulvey, rep- 
ping the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers, the Eng- 
lish tried to have the amount ex- 
pressed in pounds. The Yanks, 
(Continued on page 23) 
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Pressburger-Powell 
Back to England After 
Coast Meet With Goldwyn 


Unusual success in the U. S. m 
their film, “The Red Shoes,” is 
seen by Brjtish producers Emeric 
Pressburger and Michael Powell as 
“evidence that that old saw is un- 





true about American audiences 
averaging a 12-year mental age 
level.’ Pair admitted, however, 


that they were as surprised as any- 
one at the top business being reg- 
istered by the J. Arthur Rank film 
under Eagle Lion distribution. 

Pic did only moderately well in 
England. Pressburger attributed 
the good grosses here to the meth- 
od of distribution, which has been 
to play the film off very slowly, al- 
lowing word-of-mouth to get 
around and build it up. It has 
been playing roadshow’ engage- 
ments. 

There is no such method of play- 
off in England, Pressburger said, 
pix just going out into the circuits 
for a week’s run at each house and 
then out, similarly to the distribu- 
tion of an ordinary American film. 
“Shoes” is now in its 37th week av 
the Bijou, N. Y., and has had long 
runs in many American cities. 

P&P left New York for London 
last Friday (1) after several weeks 
in the U. S. They came over prin- 
cipally to take to Samuel Goldwyn 
in Hollywood a print of “The Re- 
turn of the Pimpernel.” Goldwyn 
financed the pic out 
pounds in a deal with Sir Alexan- 
der Korda, under whose banner 
P&P operate. Goldwyn owns 
Western Hemisphere rights. 

Asked how. Goldwyn liked the 
film, Powell declared: ‘He seemed 
to be taken somewhat aback at the 


fact that people in France spoke 
French.” 

Powell said film was partially 
shot in France and when it was 
natural the French spoke in their 
native language, as they did in 
“Red Shoes.” Goldwyn may dub 


these portior.s into English, Powell 
said. 

Next on the P&P sked is 
to Earth” 
a similar 
David O. 


“Gone 
which is being made on 
deal between Korda and 
Selznick. Jennifer Jones 


will be starred in the film, which 
has an 80-day shooting schedule 
and will cost about £350,000 


($1,400.000). 


PAR'S GRID YARN 


Hollywood, July 5. 
story of a former 





“Ex-Hero,”’ 


college athlete by William Sarovan 
and George A 
by Paramount. 


uerbach, will be made 
Jules Schermer, recently signed 
will produce. 

“AECITT bled 


paneer 





companies 


‘bounds of the pool. 


of blocked | 


Bob Hope’s Heap Big B.O. 


Hottest boxoffice bet cur- 
rently in the Paramount stable 


is Bob Hope. For the first 
time in his loéng association 
with the major, the film and 


radio comic looks to be the top 
grossing star at Paramount for 


the year, edging out Bing 
Crosby who has heretofore 
been Par’s be llwether “wo of 
Hope’s pix, “The Paleface’ 

ande “Sorrowful Jones,” will 


pass the $4,000,000 
mark during the year. 
Only previous film in which 
Hope was starred sans Crosby 
to beat $3,000,000 is ‘Mon- 


domestic 


sieur Beaucaire.” “Paleface” 
has already done $4,250,000 
domestically and is still pay- 
ing off. It and “Jones” are 


seen as Par’s two “up cinoma 


British ‘B’ Pool 
Universal has served notice on 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica that it is withdrawing from the 
British ““B” pool. The long-threat- 
ened crackdown by U came after 
the company had filed a series of 
protests against special deals which 
took other distribs outside the 
Official move 
by U dumps the question in the laps 
of company prexies for further 
huddles in the coming weeks. 

Simply put, the pool was created 
to hold all earnings of British pix 
in the U. S It was intended for 
division among the companies as 
bonus coin to the $17,000,000 per- 
mitted in remittances yearly from 
Enland under the Anglo-American 
pact. 

Withdrawal by U removes the 
last $1,000,000 or so from the pool 
which the company accumulated 
in earnings of J. Arthur Rank’s 
British pix, with its main revenues 
coming from “Hamlet.” Notice of 
U's defection is retroactive, 
it applies to earnings of the past 
12 months, constituting the first 
vear’s life of the Anglo-American 
pact. 

U’s action had been predicted 
for a number of months. Company, 
it is said, was loath to take the} 
move, since it had waived special | 
recoupment rights with Rank un- 
der its reciprocal distribution ties. 
when the pact was first made. How: | 
ever, U finally plunked for action 
after a series of special deals by 
other distribs, including Eagle 
Lion, David O. Selznick and Sam- | 
uel Goldwyn removed other British | 
films’ earnings from the pool. 


| Abandonment of the “B” pool is 
now considered inevitable unless a 
new code can be worked which 
would plug all loopholes. John G. 
McCarthy, managing director of 
the international wing of the 
MPAA, is now. in Britain seeking a 
change in the rules. 


Actually, the pool was never in- 
tended to hold money. It was to be 
constituted by a system of reports 
on earnings by Yank distribs in 
the U. S. on British films, with the 
figures toted by bookkeeping alone. 
At the end of the year, transfers of 
these sums were to be made from 
England to the companies on a pro 
rata basis. Not one cent has been 
paid from the pool, and nothing 
further is expected from it. 








Berg-Allenberg Fold N.Y. 
Office; Lantz on His Own 


Berg-Allenberg agency is closing 
its New York office. Robert Lantz, 
who established the eastern branch 
of the Coast 10°7erv 
than a vear ago and has headed it 
since then, plans to open his own 
agency in New York. 
act for some of the 
personnel. Lantz formerly repre- 
sented Universal in story and tal- 
ent scouting in Europe. 

Phil Berg and Bert Allenberg 
recently dissolved their partner- 
ship. with the latter continuing to 
operate the agency on his own. 


a little more 


B-A agency's 


, Berg quit because of illness. 


+1348 FS dt 


in that | 


He may also’ 


Gold and Dollar 


Crisis Stirs New 
~ Jitters in London 


July 5. 
New wave of jitters is enveloping 
the British motion picture industry 
as result of the gold and dollar 
crisis. Latest alarm is occasioned 
by the widespread rumors that mo- 
tion pictures are in the top cate- 
gory for slicing in the event of new 
import restrictions being imposed. 
All the evidence, 
cates that. 


London, 


however, indi- 





| 


if action is necessary to | 


stem the tide, there will not be new | 


import restrictions, but that the sit- 
uation will be met by a government- 
to-government arrangement  with- 
out recourse to the disastrous ad 
valorem duty iniposed to meet a 
similar situation in 1947. 

Official around 


circles in and 


Whitehall are necessarily adopting | 


a cautious attitude and are re- 
luctant to admit that the govern- 
ment will have to take drastic ac- 
tion to check the drain on gold and 
dollar reserves. It 
likely that if further measures have 


to be imposed to protect the finan- | 


is considered | 


cial stability of the Exchequer that, | 
so far as films are concerned, there | 


will be an extension of the freeze 
arrangement permitted under the 
Wilson-Johnston agreement, rather 


tion. 

In some Parliamentary quarters 
the present sifuation is 
likened to the monetary crisis of 
1931 which led to the creation of 
a National Coalition Government. 
In-the-know experts consider that 
such a development is_ possible 
again in 1949 and suggest that the 
next two months will be the decid- 
ing factors. No attempt is being 
mede to belittle the gravity of the 
situation and leading industryites 
are watching developments with a 
cautious eye, but are reluctant to 
speculate on the outcome. 


Trend of events after the cur- 


ticularly in regard to the Colonial 
Ministers’ conference skedded a 


being | 


|}any tax slash 


rent Paris financial talks, and par- | 


week hence, may have an important | 


bearing on the Anglo-American 
film negotiations due to be resumed 
in London some time next month. 


Exhib Beef Vs. High Brit. 
Pix Quota Continues; 


| 2,000 Bids for Relief 


| London, July 5. 





Exhibitor revolt against the high | 
continued | 


British quota is being 
for the second year and more than 


| 


_cerning industrial alcohol permits. 


| 


, all excises to prewar levels. This 
bill has been bottled up in the 
Ways and Means Committee. Mar- 


2,000 applications have been sent | 


to the Board 6f Trade for ex- 
emption or relief. 


In the first year of the Act, 2.- | 


655 theatre owners made applica- 
tion for relief and on first analysis 
305 were accorded complete quota 
exemption and 1,300 had some 
measure of relief from a 10% to 
a 4212% quota. None of the cir- 
cuits is eligible for relief. 

Procedure of individual exami- 
nation of each application § will 
again be followed by the Films 
Council before making 
No guarantee is given that thea- 
tres which secured relief 
first year will again be success- 
ful in the second year or, converse- 
lv, that those 
were rejected will meet a similar 
fate on this occasion. In any 
event the degree of relief will re- 
quire some form of amendment in 
view of the slight easement of the 
quota trom 45° to 40° as of 
next October. 





Schine’s Boy Joining Biz 
Gloversville, N. Y., July 5. 

G. David Schine, son of the J. 
Myer Schines, who received his B.A. 
at Harvard June 23, is taking the 
short business course at Harvard 
preparatory to entering business 
as his father’s assistant in the fall. 

Senior Schine heads the Schine 
Theatrical Enterprises and hotel 


| interests. 


fC 2tv*14 Pees ia Daretti 


decisions. | 


in the| 


whose applications | 


Pixers Plan to Prod State Dept. 


The Motion Picture Assn. of America and the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers have had no word as yet from 


the State Dept. on the squawk the 
British 45% quota. 
arguments and memoranda were 


y jointly filed June 14 against the 


With three weeks having gone by since oral 


presented to Under Secretary of 


State James E. Webb, it is expected that the MPAA and SIMPp 
may start a little prodding for action this week or next. 


Ellis G. Arnall, prez of SIMPP, 


who has been on the Coast and 


at his home in the south, is due back at his New York headquarteys 


this week. 
the next few 
the State Dept. 
MPAA chief 
which has been highly 


may be 


Eric Johnston via t 


gress, sym 


He is understood planning a trip to Washington wit 
days to sound out the situation. 
invoked by 


hin 
Other pressure on 


Joyce O’Hara, exec assistant to 
he California delegation 
s tanensnio 


In Con- 








Was a Tene When § 


toky and Disney 


Didn't Sell, Now It's Boffola B.0. 





A. L. Mayer’s Exit 


Munich, July 5. 
Arthur L. Mayer, chief of 
the U. S. Army’s film division 
in Germany, will be heading 
for the U. S. within the next 
few weeks with his job fin- 
ished. Mayer has already noti- 


fied the Army authorities that 
he intends to quit within the 
next few days. 

With the civil authorities 
taking over from the Army, 
most film controls on German 
production are being lifted. 
Hence, the film dept., bossed 
until now by Mayer, is disin- 
tegrating. 








20% Tax Cut Gets 


than the imposition of new taxa- | 


Support in Senate 


Washington, July 5. 
While the stunning $1,800,000,- 
000 deficit for 
ing 


the fiscal year end- 
June 30 appears to preclude 
in the near future, 
cutback of the 20°> admissions tax 
did get a boost in both the House 
and Senate last Thursday (30). 


The Senate Finance Committee, ' 


by a 7-to-6 margin, voted to drop 
the excises to the 1942 levels. This 
would lower the general admissions 
tax from 20% to 10% and the 
nitery levy from 20% to 5%. The 
committee made its proposal a 
rider on a House-passed bill con- 


In the House, minority leader 
Joseph W.. Martin, Jr., struck an- 
other blow for his bill to reduce 


tin filed a discharge petition with 
the Clerk of the House. If 218 
members should sign it, the bill 
would be forced out of committee 
and on to the floor for a vote. 





Writers Win Piracy 
Suit on RKO Film 


Los Angeles, July 5. 

Samuel R. Golding and Robert 
Faulkner, playwrights, won a Su- 
preme Court affirmation of their 
$25,000 judgment against RKO in| 
a suit charging plagiarism. 

Writers contended that sections | 
of their play were lifted to make | 
a screenplay, “The Ghost Ship,” | 
produced four years ago by Val 
Lewton with Richard Dix as star. 





N. Y. to Europe 


Margaret Arlen 

Meade Brunet 

Eddie Cantor 

Mimi Chandler 

Peggy Cummins , 
Frank De Vol 
Michael Downey | 
Scott R. Dunlap | 
Frank M. Folsom | 
Ben Gaines 
Stanley Garfinkel 
Dan Golenpaul 
Nate Gross 
Harry Kalcheim 
Ed Lachman 
Sidney A. Myers 
William S. Paley 
Gigi Perreau 
Arnold M. Picker 


Minerva Pious 
Ratofft 
William Satori 
Jack Smith \ 


Gregory 


+ The 


day when the mental age 
level of the average American film. 
goer was more or less facetiously 
tabbed at 12 years is evidently 
over. Darryl F. Zanuck gave short 
shrift to the once-popular cliche in 
New .York last week and Life 
mag’s round tablers buried it a few 
weeks earlier, indicating the Holly- 
| w ood viewpoint that film audiences 
|!are maturing and that it will take 
a new and better-developed type of 
product to reach them. 

Perhaps even more _ indicative, 
|however, than the words of the 
| production execs that filmgoers are 
growing up in their tastes is a 
backward glance at the pictures 
which have been doing business in 


the past few years—‘‘Hamlet.” 
“Gentleman’s Agreement,” “Snake 
|Pit,’” “Johnny Belinda.” “Red 


Shoes,” “‘Best Years of Our Lives” 
and a flock of others. 

Best specific example, however, 
of the new attitude of American 
filmgoers is undoubtedly Walt Dis- 
ney’s “Fantasia.” A picture which 
when released nine years ago fared 
so badly it had trouble getting 
bookings on any level, the classic 
combination of highbrow symphony 
music and sophisticated use of the 
artist’s color and form is suddenly 
getting a call from exhibs and 
sweeping to new high gross figures. 

Towns like Ashland, Eau Claire 
and Wausau, Wis.; Fargo. N. D., 

(Continued on page 6) 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Laslo Benedek 
John Dall 
Dennis Day 
George Durgom 
Tom Ewell 

Mel Ferrer 
Morgan Hudgins 
Evie Johnson 
Van Johnson 
Jason Joy 

Jack Lait 

Robert L. Lippert 
Louis B. Mayer 
Virginia Mayo 
Paul Nathan 
Nancy Olson 
Michael O’Shea 
William Saal 
Don Siegel 
Edward Small 
Howard Strickling 
Minor Watson 
Herbert J. Yates 
Felix Young 


N. Y. to L. A. 


George Bassman 
Cyd Charisse 

Ned Depinet 

L. Lawrence Green 
John Joseph 

Fay Kanin 
Michael Kanin 
Mervyn LeRoy 
Tony Martin 
Walter Pidgeon 
Norton V. Ritchey 
Charles Ruggles 
George Shaw 

H. Allen Smith 
Dimitri Tiomkin 
Steve Trilling 


Europe to N. Y. 


Mme. Alexandra Danilova 
Mrs. Meyer Davis 

Errol Flynn 

Stanton Griffis 

Eugen Sharin 

Lamar Trotti 














N. Y. TO B’KLYN 


Henry Morgan 
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Once Frozen Film Currency Is Spent 


Abroad It's Like U. S. $—Zanuck 


Twentieth-Fox production 
pee Darry! F. Zanuck declared last 
week that, insofar as the film in- 
dustry is concerned, there is actu- 
ally no such thing as frozen cur- 
rency. Once any iced money Is 
spent, he explained, it is trans- 
ferred immediately into its dollar 
equivalent by the U. S. Govern- 
ment for corporate tax purposes 
Hence, he averred, American com- 
panies must try just as hard to 
turn cut profitable pix abroad as 
they make at home. 

Speaking at a press conference 
at the 21 Club, N. Y., Thursday 
(30) prior to flying to Europe, 
Zanuck held little hope for any 
further reductions in domestic dis- 
tribution costs. AS a result, he 
said, there is little likelihood for 
20th to reduce the average budget 
on its films lower than las: year’s 
$1,709,000 and still maintain thei 
quality Company plans to lens 
94-26 films in 1950, about the same 
as this year and, he said, they'll 
be released. almost as fast as 
they’re finished. Zanuck declared 
he would not try to build 20th’s 
studio backlog higher than its 
present 15, explaining “I don’t like 


to hold them back once they’re 
completed.” . 
Production exec took exception 


to the statements of Joseph L 
Mankiewicz in last week’s Life 
mag roundtable on the film indus- 
try to the effect that exhibitors are 
the villains holding back industry 
progress. ‘Exhibitors have not 
been as aggressive as they might 
have been to push our product o1 
whet the appetite of the public for 
the kind of pictures we would like 
to make,” he said. In addition, he 
expressed the wish that exhibs 
would ask some time, “What’s in a 
picture,” instead of “Who's in it?” 
But, he said, any pressure put on 
the studios by exhibs only reflects 
the public’s tastes, so they cannot 
(Continued on page 53) 


Fear of Overbidding 
Estops M-G Indicating 
Any ‘Minimum’ Terms 


In an exchange of correspond- 
ence, William F. Rodgers, Metro's 
distribution v.p., has rejected a 
plea by Trueman T. Rembusch, 
prez of Associated Theatre Owners 
of Indiana, to set forth minimum 





terms in competitively setling prod- | 


uct. Rodgers nixed the Rembusch 
pitch because past experiences 
demonstrated that a statement of 
minnie terms “sometimes led ex- 
hibitors, in their eagerness to ac- 
quire pictures, to bid much more 
than the minimum suggested by 
us,” the Rodgers letter said. 
Rembusch remains unsatisfied, 
and in a declaration to his mem- 
bership, declares: “Our concern 
is that the practice of omitting 
any minimum acceptable terms is 
a System that depends upon per- 
sonalities for honest administra- 
tion and without honest intent it 
has within it the elements to make 
it a device for merely driving up 
film rentals. Neither do we share 
to the same extent Mr. Rodgers’ 
alarm aboat the consequences of 
including minimum acceptable 
terms.” 
The Rodgers’ note flatly states 
‘that bidding is not employed by 
US in any situation for the sole 
purpose of obtaining greater film 
rentals.” “As a matter of fact.” il 
adds, “competitive bidding is used 


by us only in competitive situa-, 


tions where, after careful analysis 
of all the circumstances, we believe 
that method of licensing our prod- 
uct fairest and most equitable for 
all parties concerned.” 

In the debate, Rembusch coun- 
ters with the proposal: “As long 
as a bid will not be accepted until 
fair terms are offered, why neces- 
Sitate going back and forth at all, 
and why not tell the exhibitor in 
the first place what terms are con- 
Sidered as minimum fair’ rental?” 

Allied official made it clear that 
he does not question Metro’s fair- 
hess in carrying on its extensive 
bid sales method. 


vee-+ 





Zanuck on Maltz 


Heavy clamor from the pub- 


lic was the chief reason for 
20th-Fox shelving Albert 
Maltz’s “The Journey of 
Simon McKeever,” 20th pro- 
duction veepee Darryl  F. 
Zanuck averred last week 


In the first official explanation 
of why the story’ was yanked 
from the production schedule, 
Zanuck said he had been be- 
sieged with mail objecting to 
20th’s lensing a yarn penned 
by one of the “Unfriendly 10” 
in the un-American Activities 
Committee’s Hollywood probe. 
In addition, he said, “aur 
board of directors thought it 
would be a bad idea to make 
the picture at this time.” 

Studio may keep the story 
on the shelf, Zanuck inti- 
mated He said he had re- 
ceived bad reports on a dra- 
matization of “McKeever” 
staged at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 
June 21 by the National Coun- 
cil of Arts, Sciences and Pro- 
fessions. “If it isn’t possible 
to make a picture better than 
that dramatization,” he _ said, 
“we may never do it.” 


Zanuck to Review 
20th’s Extensive 
. European Prods. 


Spyros P. 








Twentieth-Fox prez 
Skouras and_ production 
Darryl F. Zanuck are slated for a 
get-together in Paris this week on 
20th’s ambitious roster of Euro- 
pean productions and will huddle 
| several weeks later in Rome. With 
Skouras having been abroad for 
four weeks, Zanuck flew over Fri- 
day (1) with his family on a com- 
bined business-vacation junket. 

After confabbing with Skouras, 
Zanuck plans flying to Berlin for 
a session with director George 
Seaton and producer William Perl- 


veepee 


berg on “‘Quartered City,” story 
of the airlift. He'll then spend 
several weeks on the Riviera be- 
fore flying to London for talks 
with director Jules Dassin and | 
producer Sam Engel on “Night 
and the City,” which is to be 
lensed entirely in England. Next 


stop is Paris again to confer with 
Casey Robinson and Otto Lang on 
scripting of Ernest Hemingway’s 


“Big Fall,” which is to co-star 
John Garfield and Micheline 
Presle. 


Zanuck plans then to return to 
London to aid producer Louis D. 
Lighton and director Henry Hatha- 
way on editing of “Black Rose” 
which, because it was made under 
the British quota, must be entirely 


scored and edited in England. 
Since “Prince of Foxes,” which 
stars Tyrone Power, will not be 


ready for release until Thanksgiv- 
ing Zanuck said “Rose,” also star- 
(Continued on page 23) 


Mconey Off on Talent 
Hunt as Coin Scarce 


Hollywood, July 5. 
Martin Mooney is passing up im- 
mediate production of his inde- 
pendent pictures to await more fa- 
vorable financing terms from the 
bankers. His four-picture release 
deal with United Artists and his 
two-picture arrangement with Film 
Classics have been pushed back on 
the schedule while he makes a 
road tour in quest of new talent 
With his business partner, Sam 
Bernard, Mooney will investigate 
the sticks with the idea of round- 
ing up thesps, still unknown to 
Hollywood, for his 1950 production 
, program. 
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Exhibitors, some of whom 
| already hard up for product, may 
find themselves scraping the bot- 
tom of the product barrels by this 
time next year Despite an ap- 
parent step-up in production activi- 
ties at the major studios and the 
faster playoffs of most features, the 
Big 5 sales chiefs are currently 
planning no equivalent step-up in 
the number of releases for the 
1949-50 season. Present estimates, 
which may of course be revised to 
meet changing conditions, indicate 
;a total of 154 features from the 
majors during the year, as com- 
pared with 158 for the previous 
season. These figures are distinct 
from actual production 


All studios will be in a good 


position to step up releases, how- | 


ever, if it is found more pictures 
are necessary for the market. Sur- 
vey conducted by Varrety last 
week in Hollywood disclosed be- 
tween 25 and 40 more pix are to be 
turned out in the 1949-50 season 
han during the preceding year. In 
addition, the current backlog of all 
studios comprises 199 pictures. 
Majors reportedly want to limit 
{their releases to build declining 
backlogs and also to gamble on the 
possibility of the boxoffice curve 
shifting upwards in the near 
future. If that happens, pictures 
turned out under present high pro- 
duction costs would have a better 
chance of earning a profit. In ad- 


dition, the elimination of B product | 


on the part of most of the majors 
has tended to hold down releases 
3ut the major sales chiefs have 
consistently maintained they will 
gauge their distrib roster on mar- 
ket conditions. Hence, if the 
length of playing time continues to 
shrink, it is expected the com- 
panies will boost the number of 
releases accordingly. 

Divorcement under the anti-trust 
decree may also enter into the pic- 
ture. While none of the sales man- 
agers would concede this possibil- 
ity, they intimated the obvious 
need of selling to many new ac- 
;}counts might make it necessary for 
them to step up the number of re- 
leases. As of now, of course, that 

| possibility would extend only to 
‘Paramount and RKO, only two who 
have thus far settled with the Gov- 
ernment. Whether Metro, 20th- 
(Continued on page 53) 


METRO JOINS PAR IN 
THAT CIRCUS CYCLE 


Hollywood, July 5. 





Show business continues to go 
round and round. With Cecil B. 
DeMille building a big top for 


“The Greatest Show on Earth,” 
Metro is about to toss off a circus 
story, “The Boy in the Air,” au- 
thored by John McPartland and 
dealing with the human problems 
of acrobats and clowns, who have 
domestic difficulties like the hey- 
rubes who gape at them: 

Metro is reported building up a 
high budget production with its 
own contracted stars and a flock of 
experienced circus players who 
will tell you that the Ringling 
show is not the greatest show on 
earth. McPartland is new travel- 
ing with a tent show to round up 
screenplay material. 

DeMille will take off late this 
'month with the Ringling show to 
| get background on circus life. Pic 
will be his next production for 
Par 


Janet Leigh’s Metro 
Loanout for 2 at RKO 


Hollywood, July 5. 

Janet Leigh was borrowed from 
Metro by Howard Hughes on a two- 
picture deal to play femme leads 
in “Christmas Gift” and “Jet 
Pilot.” 

“Gift” starts July 11 with Don 
Hartman as producer-director and 
Robert Mitchum and Wendell 
Corey as top males. “Pilot” will 
be produced by Robert Sparks and 
Robert Stevenson. 


are | 


154 FILMS FOR 1949-50 RELEASE 








ONLY ME PLANS ‘New Exhib Org Plans to Finance Top 


Echelon Producers for Series of Pix 


Key to NEFC’s Aims 


Indicating the belief among 
its sponsors that the National 
Exhibitors Film Co. will ulti 
mately expand its role past 
that of pure financing, circuit 
ops attending the Waldorf 
Astoria meet which birthed 
the unit voted down a proposal 
‘to call the outfit National Ex- 
hibitors Finance Co At the 
same time, advice of Robert L 
Wright, former Dept. of Jus 
tice attorney who is consultant 
to the company, was to the ef 
fect that NEFC confine itselt 
now to financing only 

Wright told NEFC sponsors 
that he believes a distribution 
setup would be legal if there 
were no commitments by 
stockholders to play NEFC pix 
in their theatres However, 
he advised against any 
consideration at the present 
time 


such 


Joe Unger Joins 


Budd Rogers In 
Prods. Rep Org 


Unger, sales 
Artists until about a 

before that assistant 
manager of 
years, has joined 





Joe 
United 
ago and 
eral sales 
for 18 


yeal 
gen 
Paramount 


tion to represent indie 
in New York. It will be 
Rogers & Unger Associates 


Rogers has been in the business 
15 years. He 
board of 


of repping indies for 
is also a member of the 
Universal and is exec v.p. of Real 
art, a reissue outfit. He previously 
represented John Maxwell's Asso 
ciated British Picture 
America. 

New 
Rogers’ clients, 
Charles R. Rogers, 


who 
Seymour 


of “M” for release via United Art- 
|ists; Harry Joe Brown and 
| dolph Scott, who are releasing a 
| series through Columbia; Al 


Rogell, who is releasing “Song of 


India” through Columbia, and 
Walter Lantz, whose cartoons are 
| distributed by UA. 

Unger will head for the Coast 
shortly to try to line up additional 
producers. He'll offer assistance 
in getting financing and also in 
arranging production abroad to 
utilize frozen funds 


Pickman as Youngstein 
Aide; Nathanson Upped 


With the naming of Mort 
Nathanson this week as eastern 
publicity manager for Paramount, 
company flackery’s final form un- 
der the new leadership of Max 
, Youngstein, ad-pub- chief, has 
jelled. Chief aide to Youngstein 
fis Jerry Pickman, who preceded 
Youngstein from Eagle Lion. Pick- 
man is acting unofficially as as- 
sistant ad-pub director. It is be- 
lieved he will be formally tapped 
for the post later 

Nathanson took 
|(Tues.) in the spot vacated last 
week by the resignation of Ben 
Washer New pub head came to 
Par in June, 1947, when the com- 
pany acquired Liberty Films where 
he served as eastern ad-pub man- 


over yesterday 


ager. Prior to that, Nathanson 
held a similar spot with Samuel 
Goldwyn. 

Other two department notches 


are held down by Sid Blumenstock 
as ad chief and Sid Mesibov as 
head of exploitation. Blumenstock, 
formerly ass’t exploitation man- 
ager at 20th-Fox, replaced Stanley 
Shuford, while Mesibov stepped 
up when William Danziger re- 
icently resigned. 


a 


manager of 


Sudd 
Rogers in forming a new organiza- 
producers 
labeled 


Corp. in 


firm will continue repping 
include 
Ne- 
benzal, who is preparing a remake 


Ran- 


The new National Exhibitors 
Film Co., formed last week by cir 
cuit ops to bankroll indie produc- 
tion, is looking to tie up distribs 
ind producers on longterm, multi 
ple-pix deals. The outfit’s direc- 
torate sees the possibility of win- 
ning favorable terms if it can guar- 
intee a distrib, hungry for product, 
that it will deliver a package of 
five or six pix. 


Under present thinking of the 
company’s prime movers, better 
deals can also be won from indie 


producers if the unit assures them 
of a flow of credit for more than 
one isolated film. In seeking pro- 
ducers to plant financing from what 
is hoped to be a $10,000,000 war 
chest, NEFC will be on the look 
out for established names of magni- 
tude 

Actually, the choice of producers 
and distribs will be up to a small, 
rotating exhib committee, it is said 
For the purposes of efficiency, this 


group will probably not exceed a 
half-dozen members. It is pro 
posed that the personnel be 


switched every three-to-six months 


so that all members of NEFC ulti- 
mately get a crack at those im- 
portant chores. 

In choosing story, cast and 


budget, the rotating committee will 
be aided by the broadest possible 
surveys made among stockholders 
of the company. These periodical 
checkups are planned to get the 
month-by-month performance, box- 
olfice-wise, of various genre of pix. 
Pulling power of stars and fea- 
tured players will also be plumbed 


Longterm tieups with distribs 
and producers are being mapped 
but, at the outset, NEFC will go 
slowly and feel its way. Hence, 
only one or two pix will be bank- 


rolled at the outset. These films 
will be allowed to play off, at least 
(Continued on page 27) 


‘Belvedere’ Pushing 
‘Snake Pit’ $4,250,000 
In 20th’s ’49er Race 


“Mr. Belvedere” is pushing “The 
Snake Pit” for the honor spot of 
being 20th Century-Fox’s  high- 
grosser of 1949. “Pit,” which will 
end up with an estimated final do- 
mestic rental return of about 
$4,250,000, was undisputed as the 
year’s leader until “Belvedere” 
came along. It looks like a close 
race now. 

“Belvedere” is doing approxi- 
mately $750,000 better than the 
first in the series of Clifton Webb- 
starrers, “Sitting Pretty,” although 
it is admitted by 20th execs to be 
inferior to its predecessor as a pic- 


ture. <A third one is now being 
readied. 
With Webb in a new comedy 


characterization, “Sitting Pretty” 
started off slowly. It was not until 
w-of-m got around that biz started. 
“Belvedere,” of course, did not suf- 
fer this teeoff handicap. 





Pressure Causes Sy’ cuse 
Cancellation of ‘Birth’ 


Syracuse, July 6. 

Responding to a request from 
Mayor Frank J. Costello, owner 
Jack Zurich of Midtown theatre 
cancelled booking of “Birth of a 
Nation” this week. Oldie film’s 
scenes of South following Civil 
War were opposed by local Ameri 
can Labor Party and the National 
Association for the- Advancement 
of Colored People, who exerted 
pressure on City Hall. 

Midtown is Syracuse’s new 
eign language film house. 

a 


for- 


Berle’s Femme Lead 
Hollywood, July 5. 

Milton Berle’s femme lead in 
“Always Leave Them Laughing” 
at Warners will be Ruth Roman, 
currently featured in “‘Beyond the 
Forest” on the same lot. 

Berle starrer starts July 15, with 
Roy Del Ruth directing and Jerry 


; Wald producing. 
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‘Stratton Story Cops June Stakes; 


‘Barkleys’ 2d, ‘Spring’ 3d, ‘Jones’ 4th 





Starting out well in May, “Strat-+ 
ton Story” (M-G) gained momen- 
tum in the first two weeks of June 
to come roaring down the stretch 
and cop the June boxoffice sweep- 
stakes, according to reports of 
VARIETY correspondents in 22 rep- 
resentative key cities. The James 
Stewart baseball opus was a strong 
weekly champ twice, and only once 
dropped below sixth place during 
the month. It was business leader 
in many key spots and did uni- 
formly excellent to smash trade. 

“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) 
displayed steady strength, being 
second-place winner in June. Third 
best was another baseball story, 
“Happens Every Spring” (20th). 

Fourth position goes to “Sorrow- 
ful Jones” (Par), largely on the ter- 


rific showings in final week of 
month, when the Bob Hope com- | 
edy was in first slot. “Home of 
Brave” (UA) came in fifth while 
*“€dward, My Son” (M-G) wound 
up sixth. “The Champion,” an- 
other from the United Artists 


stables, took seventh spot. “Streets 
of Laredo” (Par), which finished 
eighth, was the sole survivor of the 
current trend away from big west- 
erns. 

Best runnerup films, in order of 
showing, were ‘Belvedere to Col- 
lege” (20th), “Colorado Territory” 
(WB), “Younger Bros.” (WB), 
“Blonde From’ Bashful Bend” 
(20th), “Tulsa” (EL), “Red Men- 
ace” (Rep) and “We Were Strang- 
ers” (Col). 

Of the new crop of pictures, 
“Look for Silver Lining’ (WB) 
looks to have the greatest poten- 
tialities although “Neptune's 
Daughter” (M-G) was making prog- 
ress as the month ended. “Foun- 
tainhead” (WB) was okay in one 
key and good in another in final 
week of June. “Calamity Jane” 
(U), like “Ma and Pa Kettle” ‘(U) 
previously, hinted it might prove 
a healthy moneymaker for Uni- 
versal. “The Window” (RKO) thus 
far has proved an in-and-out prop- 
osition, doing nicely where strong- 
ly plugged and lukewarm else- 
where. 

The month saw a whole string 
of reissue combos being released 
with varying results. Standout was 
“Gunga Din’-“Lost Patrol’ combo 
from RKO, not only on the num- 
ber of playdates but also on big- 
to-sock showings. In a few locali- 
ties these two oldies were making 
some of the new product almost 
also-ran material. The two Rita 
Hayworth epics, ‘Cover 
“Never Lovelier” (Col), did hotcha 
trade in some cities. The Walt 
Disney package of “Dumbo” and 
“Saludos Amigos” also did surpris- 
ingly well. ‘Wizard of Oz’’ (M-G) 
shaped up nicely on a few dates. 

“Ball Game” (M-G), seventh best 
in May, also chalked up some nice 
biz last month. Same is true of 
“City Across River” (U), which was 
10th in May. “The Big Cat” (EL) 
was not so big during the month. 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col) was un- 
eventful while“Night Unto Night” 
(WB) proved very dim _ despite 
some key dates it played. 

“The Fan” (20th) came through 
with several favorable weeks dur- 
ing the month. “Africa Screams” 
(UA), most patrons decided, was 
not mu¢h of a laughing matter. 


WB GOING INTO COMM’L 
BY-PRODUCTS FIELD 


Stepping into the lucrative side- 
line of licensing cartoon and cow 
boy characters to juve clothing 
manufaturers, Warner Bros. has 
opened a new office in New York 
for that purpose under Ben Wirth, 
prexy of the WB Service Corp. 
Wirth’s by-product licensing line 
will Gomprise the cartoon charac- 
ters from Warners’ “Bugs Bunny.” 
“Looney Tunes” and “Merrie Melo- 
dies” productions. 

Coin take from the clothing out- 
fits, under a royalty agreement, 
averages about 5% of the manu- 
facturers gross from garments us- 
ing the licensed characters. Walt 
Disney Productions was the initia] 
film company to exploit these com- 
mercial tieups, but later cowboy 
stars like Gene Autry and Roy 
Rogers entered the field with sepz- 
rate corporate setups to aan 
such deals. , 





June’s Big Eight 


“Stratton Story” ‘M-G). 


Barkleys of B’way” (M-G). 
“Happens Spring” (20th). 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par). 
“Home of Brave” (UA). 
“Edward, My Son” ‘(M-G). 
“The Champion” (UA) 


“Streets of Laredo” (Par). 








, terial” 


‘could henceforth act as 


Girl’- | 


Col. Blimp Test 


On US. Rights To 
Censor Imports 


Washington, July 5. 

Seeking to bar a precedent giv- 
ing the Federal Trade Commission 
censorship rights over films, United 
Artists will fight against a recom- 
mended ‘cease and desist” order 
on “The Life and Death of Colonel 
Blimp” before an FTC trial com- 
mission tomorrow (‘Thurs.). Ed 
Raftery. of O’Brien, Driscoll, Raf- 
tery & Lawler, will present UA’s 
brief against findings handed down 


| by an FTC trial examiner a couple 
| of months ago. 


Trial examiner found that UA 
had made “substantial and ma- 
changes in the British film 
through cutting and had failed to 
advertise that fact to the public. 
Instead, it was alleged that UA 
used excerpts from critical notices 


based on the uncut version. Trial 
examiner recommended that UA 
be barred from distributing the 


film without the imposition of any 
fines. Raftery will argue that the 


cuts were not substantial and were | 


injuring the public 
attornevs will also 
the examiner's 


made without 
interest. FTC 
take exception to 
decision. 

Although “Colonel Blimp” is a 
dead issue since UA has long since 
withdrawn the pic from release, 
Raftery contends that case’s out- 
come will affect the industry’s right 
to edit foreign films. If FTC ap- 
proves the examiner's findings, Raf- 
terv said, the Government agency 
“a censor- 
ing and supervising’ body over a 
distrib’s judgment on trimming a 
pic for the U. S. market. 


MONOGRAM SHUTTERING 
FOR MONTH OF REPAIRS 


Hollywood, July 5 

Monogram has shuttered its stu- 
dio until Aug. 1, to make exten- 
sive repairs on its electric lighting 
system, as requested by city au- 
thorities. While the lot is closed, 
three westerns will be made on 
the company’s ranch. 

First picture to start in August 
will be Hal E. Chester's “The 
Whip.” for Allied Artists. Other 
films lined up for early production 
are “The Police Story,” “The Land 
of the Sky Blue Waters,” “10 Mc- 
Taggert Street’ and a Rod Cam- 
eron starrer, still untitled. 








2-Week Closing For 
Schenectady Indies 


Schenectady, July 5. 

Mass closing of independent, 
subsequent-run theatres in Sche- 
nectady for two weeks became ef- 
fective Friday ‘1). Houses whose 
managements decided it would be 
more profitable to shutter for the 
fortnight were the American, 
Cameo, Colony, Crane, Lincoln and 
Rivoli. 

The Palace, which Isadore Bern- 


stein recently took over after it 
had been closed two weeks, is the 
lone independent carrying. on. 


Five Fabian theatres are staying 
open. 





Duff for Reagan 


Hollywood. July 5. 

Universal-International signed 
Stephen MeNally and switched its 
lineup for “Fugitive from Terror” 
as a result of Ronald Reagan's 
broken leg. 

Howard Duff. originally slated 
as the heavy, will play the Reagan 
role, while McNally moves into 
the spot vacated by Duff. Ida Lu- 


“-pino remains as femme lead. 


- 








, Artists’ 


Small- EL 


Continued from page 3 


originally seek the deal and wit 
not initiate any discussions. 
not so anxious that he’d go He's 
out of his way. He is coming east 
as much as anything on 
plans for distributian of 
his “Black Magic,” which goes into 
release Aug. 19. 
Semenenko, whose First Nation- 
al Bank of Boston controls a loan 
of about $10,500,000 to EL, is the 
focal point in trying to push the 
Small arrangement through, since 
he figures it would be most 
favorable for all concerned and 
strengthen the bank’s stake. He 
is actually in a position, it is be- 
lieved. to force Young into the 
deal, but prefers to operate 
through argument and cajoling. 
He was burned up at Young’s 
turndown, as were other negotia- 
tors. inasmuch as Young had his 
personal rep on the scene during 
all the talks in Hollywood when 
the deal was set up during June. 
Young’s man, Robert Purcell, 
chairman of the board of Pathe 
Industries, EL’s parent company, 
presumably was_ in 
Young all through 








NLRB Says Industry-Wide Bargaining 
. Should Be F ollowed i in Hollywood 





United Flacks Go Before NLRB 


On Studio Bargaining 
Hollywood, July 5. 


NLRB hearing to determine 
which publicists are eligible to 
vote in a bargaining election is 
being held here in the continuing 
battle between members of the 
Screen Publicists Guild and pro- 
IA flacks. Latter group wants elec- 
tion confined to nine majors. SPG 
contends that publicity work is all 
the same, whether for indies or 
majors, and wants an industry-w ide 
vote. 

Hearing was held for 
during past week and will 
sumed again Friday (8). 


two days 
be re- 








MPEA Rep Meets 


touch with | 
the sessions. 


and when he gave his acquiescence | 


it was thought that indicated | 
Young's okay. 
Latter, however, when eieneiiec| 


ko presented the deal to him last | 
week, refused to give it 
He did not actually say no, but 
at once went into his own plans 
for getting the EL studio back into 
full-scale production and building 
the company. This would take 
considerable coin—the source of 
which was not indicated. It is 
doubtful that Semenenko would 
come through with any more. 


‘Quo Vadis’ Spectacle 
Now Set by Metro For 
Shooting Next Spring 


Hollywood, July 5. 

Filming of Metro’s huge spec- 
tacle, “Quo Vadis,’ will start in 
Italy next spring. some time be- 
tween March 1 and May 1, depend- 
ing on weather and other condi- 
tions over there at the time. De- 
cision to go ahead with the $4,000.- 
000 production was made after a 
series of conferences by Louis B. 
Mayer, Dore Schary and William 
Rodgers, following favorable re- 
ports from E. J. Mannix, who re- 
cently surveyed the situation in 
Rome. 


Henry Henigson; manager of the 
“Quo Vadis” unit, has been in 
Italy for three months rounding 
up an organization for the big 
project. Leaving for Rome this 
week is Mac D’Agostine, as Henig- 
son's first assistant, accompanied 
by Herschel McCoy, wardrobe 
chief, who spent several months 
over there buying materials for a 
vast number of costumes. He 
made a quick hop to Hollywood 
to consult costume designs with 
the cast toppers, Gregory Peck 
and Elizabeth Taylor. 





Picture will require about 6.000 | 


costumes, including Roman armor 
of a type used at the time of the 
Caesars. Estimated cost of the 
wardrobe, with all its cloth, metal 
and armament, 
McCoy's assistant, 
lam, remained in Rome to super- 
vise work on the costumes. 

Meanwhile sets are being 
erected in Italy under supervision 
of William Horning, art director, 
and Hugh Hunt, set director, while 
George Emerson is rounding up a 
troupe of wild animals to turn 
loose on the Christian martyrs in 
the amphitheatre sequences. 


GA. APPEALS COURT 
TO REVIEW ‘NUDE’ PIC 


Atlanta, July 5. 





Members 


A ppeals will witness a_ private 
showing of “The Valley of the 
Nude” Friday (8). B. E. Gore, 


manager of Hangar theatre, Hape- 
ville, small municipality adjoining 
Atlanta. is under a jail sentence 
in Fulton Superior Court on a 
charge of exhibiting obscene pic- 
tures. The case is now in the Court 
of Appeals. 

A. L. Henson, attorney for Gore, 
said he wants to prove to the high 
court that the picture is not ob- 
scene. Assistant Solicitor Hall con- 
tended the film is a “bawdy, nasty, 
nauseous movie.” 


the nod. | 


| visa 


‘within the next 


is about $1,000,000. | 
Courtney Has- | 


of Georgia Court of | 


With Soviets On 
Yankee Pic Deal 


July 5. 
Johnston 


Washington, 
The deal which Eric 
made with the Russians last sum- 


mer to purchase American films 
suddenly came alive last Friday 
(1) with the announcement that 


the Soviet had granted a Russian 


European supervisor of Motion 
Picture Export Assn. 

Kanturek will go™to Moscow 
two weeks carry- 
ing 16m prints of 24 films which 
the Russians have asked to see. 
These were chosen from a list of 
100 titles submitted months ago 
to the Soviet Ministry of Cinema- 
tography. In addition, a second 
list of 100 titles has been sent to 
Moscow. 

The visa, it 
followed a letter 


was disclosed here, 
by Johnston ask- 
ing the Russians to shake a leg 
on the deal. Russia is to pay in 
dollars in New York for any pic- 
tures it decides to purchase. The 
films which Kanturek will carry to 
Moscow: 

“Black Swan,” “Ali Baba and the 
40 Thieves,” “Anna and the King 
of Siam.” “Jungle Cavalcade,” 
“Can't Help Singing,” “Treasure of 
Sierra Madre,” “Western Union,” 
“To the Ends of the Earth,” “13 
Rue Madeleine,” “The Paleface,” 
“Madame Curie,” “The Jolson 
Story,” “The Egg and I,” “The 
Dude Goes West,” “Cloak and Dag- 
ger,” “Adventures of Mark Twain,” 
“The Farmer's Daughter,” “Going 
My Way,” “Hers to Hold,” ‘I’ve 
Always Loved You,” ‘Rhapsody in 


Blue,” “Spectre of the Rose,” 
“State Fair,’ and “Thrill of a Ro- 
mance.” 





Exhibs Protest School 
Hall Into a Strawhat 


| Schroon Lake, N. Y., July 5. 

Two Schroon Lake theatre men 
have filed a complaint with the 
State Dept. of Education in Albany 
charging the Board of Edueation 
of the Schroon Lake Central 
School District wtih violation of 
the education law in leasing the 
Central School auditorium for use 
| as a summer theatre. 

The complainants, John Rossi, 
operator of the Strand, and Charles 
Rossi, operator of the Paramount. 
contend the board had no legal 
right to lease the school to Richard 
O’Connell and Charles Wallis for 
theatre purposes. 


Fabians’ 35th Anni 





| 


Fabian circuit, 57-theatre web 
headed by Si Fabian and Samuel 
Rosen, will fete its 35th anni- 


versary in August when the chain 
plans a month of promotions and 


ballying. Edgar Goth, ad-pub di- 
rector for the circuit's Pennsyl- 
vania and Virginia theatres, has 


been called to the h.o. 
the campaign. 

Kickoff meet of all Fabian man- 
agers is being held today ‘(Wed.) 
at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. Prizes 
totalling $3,275 will be divided 
among managers for the best anni 
i campaigns. 


to handle 


Washington, July 5. 
The National Labor Relations 


, Board laid down the principle last 


to Louis Kanturek, Eastern | 


weekend that “multiple-employer” 
(industry wide) labor bargaining is 
the established pattern in Holly- 
wood and that this, rather than 
studio by studio negotiation, js 
what should be followed. 

Case decided was that of the set 


designers, illustrators and sketch 
artists at Columbia and Para- 
mount. IATSE asked that there 


be special bargaining units in each 
of the studios. Local 1421, of the 
Painters Union, intervened with a 
contrary view, arguing that a mul- 
tiple unit of the 10 major film pre- 
ducers was the only appropriate 
bargaining unit for the set de- 
signers. 

By a 3 to 1 vote, NLRB upheld 
the findings of its hearing officer 
in favor of “multiple employer 
bargaining.” 

NLRB majority ruled in part: 

“Multiple employer bargaining 
has become the established pattern 
in the motion picture industry. 
The only history of colleetive bar- 
gaining for set designers has been 
on a multiple employer basis. In 
our opinion, the pattern of organ}- 
zation for a special classification 
of employees as, for example, the 
set designers in this case, should 
follow the pattern of bargaining 
established generally for other em- 
ployees of the particular employer 
involved. ... 

“We find that the proposed ‘units 
are too limited in scope to be ap- 
propriate for purposes of collec- 
tive bargaining, and we shall dis- 
miss the petitions.” 











Stoky-Disney 


Continued from page 4 ——— 











and Virginia, Minn., which wouldn't 
even book “Fantasia” before the 
war are now playing it to surpris- 
ing crowds. And Little Rock. Ark., 
where the film died in 1943 in a 
popularized 84-minute version, re- 
cently racked up for the Nabor the- 
atre the biggest gross it ever had 
in its original full, two-hour length. 

When the film scored so poorly 
in 1940-41, Disney and RKO, the 
distributor, decided to chop from 
it 36 minutes of the most esoteric 
of the paint-and-brush work and 
the most longhair of the music. 
The advertising was changed to 
eliminate all mention of symphonic 
tunes and to play up the dancing 
elephants and other familiar Dis- 
ney animal life. 


Since the war, when “Fantasia” 
has scored its greatest success. it 
has been restored to its full length 
and the advertising has gone to 
great lengths to stress the name of 
Leopold Stokowski and the Phila- 
delphia orchestra, which provided 
the music for the picture, as well 
as the titles and composers of the 
classic works played. 

Radio, Records Help 

Undoubtedly in part accounting 
for this change of taste, in the view 
of Disney execs, is familiarization 
with good music achieved by the 
public via records and the radio. 
Likewise, their willingness to ac- 
cept some of the unusual art in 
the film is seen as a broadening 
of taste that should: give encourage- 
ment to other filmmakers desirous 
of getting off the well-trod path. 

The picture has yet to get off the 
hook on its negative cost—$2.250,- 
000, which was tremendous when 
it was made. It has taken in rent- 
als here and abroad to date of not 
quite $2,750,000 —out of which 

must be taken an approximately 
25% distribution fee for RKO and 
other expenses. At the present 
rate, however, Disney seems cer- 
tain to slowly but surely get well 
into the black on his epic. 

It played only about 25 engage- 
ments in its original length in 
1940-41. In 1942-43 it plaved 6.000 
more theatres in the 84-minute 
length and without the special 
sound equipment, which was 
permanently dumped after the 
initial roadshow stands. It earned 
in this way about $1,.250.000. From 
1943- to 1947 it received virtually 
no dates. Since then it has played 
about 600 engagements and grossed 
$375,000. Difference between the 
1940-43 experience and that of the 
postwer period is the $210 ave rage 
irental then as against $625 now. 
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Par Continuing Theatre Splitups; 


Minnesota Amus. and MM. A. Lightman 


Minneapolis, July 5. + 


The first act of the Minnesota 
Amus. Co., in compliance with its 
consent decree agreement with the 
Government in settlement of the 
latter’s anti-trust suit, has been 
the purchase of the interests of its 

artner, Joseph Ryan, in the Ly ric 
and State theatres, Madison, S. D 
Ryan owned the Lyric and the 
partnership leased the _ State. 
Under the consent decree agree- 
ment terms, Paramount must dis- 
pose of one of the two Madison 
theatres by Nov. 5. 

Other pending consent decree 
deals likely will have Minnesota 
Amus. Co. and E. R. Ruben (Wel- 
worth circuit) splitting their two 
LaCrosse, Wis., theatres, now op- 
erated by them as partners. It’s 
indicated that the Paramount 
theatres subsidiary will take the 
larger Hollywood, and Ruben will 
keep the smaller 5th Avenue thea- 
tre 

It’s expected that the big Para- 
mount circuit will withdraw en- 
tire!y from Fairmount, Minn., one 
of its smaller situations, where it 
has a partnership with the Nicho- 
las estate. The main deals, cover- 
ing its more important properties 
will be worked out by Paramount 
executives and Harry B. French, 
Minnesota Amus. president, at a 
homeoffice conference next fall 

Par Working Out Malco Deal 

Memphis, July 5. 

Only hurdle blocking the final 
dissolution-of the Paramount-M. A 
Lightman partnership in the Mal- 
co circuit is a leasing arrangement 
which must be worked out with 
reference to some of the 52 houses 
Lightman, who has just returned 
from N. Y. confabs with Par thea- 
tre chief Leonard Goldenson, has 
tossed the problem of putting the 
lease on paper to his legal aides. 
Once that minor point is ironed 
out a deal will go through. 

As the pact now stands, Par 
becomes sole owner of nine houses 
located in Memphis and five other 
mid-south locales. It is not con- 
firmed yet whether Par takes over 
the Malco or Strand here. Wholly- 
owned Paramount houses will be 
in Hot Springs and Fort Smith, 
Ark.; Jackson, Tenn., and Owens- 
boro, Ky. 

Maico theatres takes over the 
other 43 houses now jointly op- 
erated. Cash payment in an un- 


disclosed amount will be paid to 
Par. 


Par Mollifies St. Paul 
In Twin City Sensitivity 
With ‘Jones’ Booking 


Minneapolis, July 5. 
Paramount theatre circuit here 
is apparently trying to square it- 
_ with its sensitive sister city, 





> Paul, for not booking its 
rankie Carle-Mills Bros. stage 


Show there, but confining its Twin 
City engagement to the Minneap- 
olis Radio City theatre, as it has 
always done with big stage shows. 
on an apparent effort to mollify 
e down-river city, it's giving St. 
Paul the first showing in the Twin 
Cities of the new Bob Hope pic, 
Sorrowful Jones,” instead of play- 
ing it first here or day-and-date in 
he two towns—the usual proce- 
dure. 
Jones", will run at the St. Paul 
Paramount the same week as the 
Carle-Mills show is at Radio City, 
Starting this Thursday. . 
FP, Paul newspaper owners and 
ler leading citizens were so hot 
vecause such big legitimate road 
attractions as “Annie Get Your 
—— “Finian’s Rainbow” and 
The Button Shoes” confined their 
pine City engagements the past 
har an Minneapolis that the St. 
eae Ss leets refused to accept the 
ot _ ads or permit any mention 
me ue ir Twin City presence in the 
Pi S columns. The St. Paul mayor 
€n protested to the New York 
ooking offices against the “slight.” 
The St. Paul 


ever, ; il newspapers, how- 
City’ are carrying ads for the Radio 
’ here, 


Stage show 
ry adap 


| oe v ts 





Trillings’ N.Y. Quickie 


Steve Trilling. production aide to 
Jack L. Warner, returns to the 
Coast the end of this week after a 
July 4 quickie arrival in New York 
induced by a favorite niece of his 
wife, Wilma, staging a big church 
wedding in Detroit. Having come 
that far east, both decided to con- 
tinue on to New York to catch up 
on some shows. 

Mrs. Trilling alternated with the 
family nurse in motoring to De- 
troit and thence to New York. The 
studio exec flew in to meet them, 
and it depends on immediately 
pressing studio chores whether he 
goes back by air or drives. back 
with his wife. 


RKO Takes Over 
L. A. Pantages 


Operating under the permissive 
features of its anti-trust consent 
decree, RKO has purchased the 
Pantages theatre, Los Angeles 
showcase at Hollywood and Vine, 
from the Pantages interests. De- 
luxer had been previously operated 
in a pool with RKO’s Hillstreet, in 


downtown L. A. Acquisition was 
pushed through after New York 
negotiations between Malcolm 
Kingsberg, RKO theatres chief, 
and Rodney Pantages, who came 
east to close the deal 

By buving the Pantages, RKO 
has come up with one of the few 
partnership houses which it has 


been able to acquire in post-decree 
dickerings. In most instances, cir- 
cuit has run into obstacles in 
reaching terms with its pards. 


Title to the 2,812-seater passes 
hands within a month or so. No 
change in operations is planned 


for the time being, and Pantages 
will continue running the house. 
Previously, two outfits had shared 
operation while Pantages owned 
the theatre itself. 

Purchase price is undisclosed. 
No papers have yet been inked, 
but an agreement in principle has 
been reached. 


HERE’S A SPOT FOR A 
LOEW’S SAUDI ARABIA 


Washington, July 5. 

There are no public theatres in 
all of Saudi Arabia, one of the few 
places in the world where this is 
true, reports the U. S. Department 
of Commerce. There are about 25 
16m projectors in the entire coun- 
try, all for private use, says Com- 
merce. 

U. S. Air .“orce has an open air 
theatre for its own personnel at 
Dhahren Air Base, one oil com- 
pany shows films for its own em- 
ployees, and the Jidda Film So- 
ciety, jointly operated by thé Brit- 
itsh and U. S. Ambassadors, gives 
private shows weekly for Ameri- 
can and European _ personnel. 
Other projectors are located in 
the homes of wealthy Arabs. 

Commerce reports that Bombay 
film censors are sure death on 
scenes of involved drinking, pas- 
sionate love and kissing, dancing 
that exposes too much gal, and the 





disclosure of crime technique. At 
Madras, India, the censors, also 
chop away at excessive love mak- 


ing, brutality and vulgar dancing 


Lippert Winds 3 


Hollywood, July 5. 

Lippert Productions will make 
24 pictures this year, with three 
completed, four ready to start and 
17 more lined up, all for Screen 
Guild release 

Finished are “The Dalton Gang,” 
“The Treasure of Monte Cristo” 
and “Red Desert.” Ready to face 
the cameras this month are “Dep- 
Chief,” 





uty Marshal,” “Apache 
“Square Dance” and “Branding 


Iron.” 
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Ebb in Flood of Anti-Trust Suits 


TO BWAY FACES 





KEYS AFMAN() Raises Query: What Turned Off Tap? 


With Hollywood gearing into a 


\high production pace, a big demand 


is opening up for young Broadway 
thespers in films to replace the 
familiar gallery of bit players now 
on the Coast. Dore Schary, Metro 


production chief who was in New 
York last week, looked over some 
film fodder from the legit boards 


with the view of breaking some of 
them in with small parts. 

Al Altman, Metro’s eastern talent 
scout, said that U. S. filmakers are 
becoming increasingly hep to the 
fact that fresh faces in minor roles 
add a special kind of excitement to 
pix. British and Continental pro- 
ducers regularly employ this strate- 
gem with good results. This idea, 
plus the market production upbeat, 
is opening the door wide open to 
talented legiters. But, Altman 
said, the accent is on talent since 
the studios want experienced legit 
players to take over the character 
parts. 

Flock of Broadway players now 
in Hollywood are helping to pave 
the way for other easterners by the 
positive impact of their personali- 
ties Current standout is Jean 
Hagen, who was pacted by Metro 
on the basis of her performance in 
“The Traitor.”” She was inked for 


‘one film. but during her six weeks 
in Hollywood, she has already ap- , 


23) 


(Continued on page 


Map Appeal In 
D.C. Theatre Case 


Washington, July 5 
Losing parties are planning ap- 


peal from the decision here last 
week in the MacArthur theatre 
case, which turned out to be at 
least half a victory for Warner 
Bros. By the ruling by U. S. Jus- 
tice Matthew McGuire, Warner 


Bros. does not have to sell its half 
of the MacArthur to the local Ko- 
god-Burka chain under terms of 
the 1945 contract. In addition, 
neither Warners nor K-B has to go 
through with an agreement to 
have Garfield Kass build them an- 
other theatre, or pay Kass $100,- 
000. 

The K-B suit against Warners 
was the first of its kind filed after 
the Supreme Court ruled in the 
Big Five anti-trust case. K-B 
claimed that Warners‘ had to sell 
out to it, to terminate their part- 
nership. Warners contended it 
could sell to any highest bidder 
for its half of the theatre. 

The Kass interest came: about 
because Warners cancelled Kass’ 
contract to build a competing thea- 
tre and went into partnership with 
K-B on the then-building Mac- 

(Continued on page 27) 


PAR’S DIVORCEMENT 
INCLUDES LEGALITES 


Division of Paramount’s legal 
staff to meet the impending splitup 
of the company into two units has 
now been set. Leading the law- 
yers going over to the theatre out- 
fit is Walter Gross, circuit’s gen- 
eral counsel. Others on the exhib 
side are Bernard Levy, Jerry 
Golden and Edith Schaeffer. Selig 
Seligman, another attorney, has 
become assistant to division chiet 
Edward L. Hyman. Sid Markley 
and Simon Siegel are sharing the 
comptroller duties. 

Attorneys staying with the new 
production-distribution unit in- 
clude Austin C. Keough, Par’s v.p. 
and general counsel: his chief aide, 
Louis P. Phillips; Mort Lane and 
Richard Morgan 

Movement of the departments to 
their new assigned floors in the 
Paramount building is expected to 
take place later this month. The- 
atre wing goes up to the 12th floor 
from its present ninth level perch 
Production expands to take over 


the entire ninth floor while sales 
will move down one landing to the 
llth floor, . j 


,» 





1006 ‘Green Hair’ Suit 


RKO last week was named de- 
fedant in a »100,000 infringement 


suit brought in N. Y. federal court 
by Cornelius Ryan who charges 
the film, “Boy With the Green 
Hair,’ was pirated from his copy- 


righted, original photograph which 
appeared in Life mag Dec. 30, 1946 

Ryan asserts Time mag secured 
the copyright for him and held it 
briefly as his trustee before turn- 
ing it over to agent Ann Watkins 
In May, 1949, the plaintiff charges, 
he notified RKO of the alleged in 
fringement Action also asks an 
accounting of the profits derived 
from distribution and exhibition 
of the film 


Cite JP Precedent 
To OK Roadshows 


The Jackson Park case, a cause 
celebre among exhib anti-trust ac- 
tions, may be used by the major 


distribs in an attempt to win judi- 
cial okay to the roadshowing of 
particularly big pix. Several com- 
panies are playing with the idea 
of filing special applications, simi- 


lar to those made in the JP suit, 
for permission to take specific, 
costly pix outside the bans _ set 
forth in anti-trust decrees. In the 
JP suit, court permitted lifting of 
a two-week ceiling on first-runs and 
fixing of upped admissions on a 
number of exceptional films 

Line of strategy flow being 


mulled woufd be an application to 
the three-judge statutory court for 
relaxing the rules on an unusual 
film. It is thought that the court, 
while chary of making a general 
rule on big pix, may go for an eas- 
ing of sales restrictions on a given 
pic. In this respect, industry at- 
torneys would present figures to 
demonstrate that the film cannot 
pay off a fair profit unless upped 
prices and other roadshow condi- 
tions were permitted. 

Same strategy won out in Chi 
with Judge Michael Igoe, who re- 
laxed his own decree on “The 
Snake Pit,” “Hamlet” and at least 
a half-dozen other big pix. Legal- 


ites plan to cite the Chicago 
judge’s ruling as precedent for 
similar action by the statutory 
court. 





REPUBLIC’S FANCY NET 
OF $504,456 FOR 6 MOS. 


Handsome sixmonth net of $504.,- 
456 has been racked up by Re- 
public for the period ended April 
30, the best half-year returns to be 
recorded by the company since its 
birth. Total take before taxes 
came to $839,456 against $396,832 
in the equivalent stretch of last 
year. Its net compares to $236.832. 

Big returns from “Wake of the 
Red Witch” played an important 
part in Rep’s profit rise. Com- 
pany’s gross for February, March 
and April climbed to $7,626,709, a 
better than $1,000,000 rise over the 
ordinarily good November-January 
period 

Rep is now over $1,000,000 ahead 
of last year’s final return which 
scored a loss of $564,499. 


Rep Production Up 
Hollywood; July 5. 

First half of 1949 at Republic 
wound up with 25 films completed, 
an advance of seven over the cor- 
responding period last year. Among 
the finished picttfres are seven 
high - budgeters, “The Fighting 
Kentuckian,” “Brimstone,” ‘“Cross- 
winds,” “The Avengers,” “The 
Cleveland Story,” “The Golden 
Stallion” and “Down Dakota Way.” 

Studio now has a backlog of 17 
pictures, including 10 oaters, and 
has seven more slated to roll dur- 
ing July. ; en 


‘ , > f 


+ 


| tration. 


Tempo of anti-trust suit filings 
by exhibs against the major com- 
panies has considerably slowed 
during the past few months. Com- 
pany lawyers don’t know whether 
it's a seasonal decline with the 
weather, or whether the _ vast 
changes in clearances and runs in 
the past few years are finally hav- 
ing a telling effect 
become so used 
of the Sher- 
filed versus 


have 
number 


Legalites 
to a certain 
man act suits being 
the companies each month that 
the current letdown has come as 
a slight surprise. There are about 
100 actions now pending in courts 
all over the country 
the N. Y. 


Decision by federal 


court in the Government's suit 
against the industry is expected 
any day With that, the legal 
eagles feel, charges by exhibs 


should theoretically drop to noth- 
ing, since the companies will then 
be operating under a code of prac- 
tices specifically down by the 
court As long they stick to 
this code, there can be no charge 
of illegal actions. Only loophole 
is in the matter of interpretation. 


set 


as 


be further aid to 
the number of suits 
if the court provides an arbitra- 
tion setup. Government opposed 
this on the theory that the judges 
might be induced to be lenient on 
divorcement if they thought in- 
dies had recourse to arbitration to 
solve their difficulties 


There 
cutting down 


may 


Question now is, if the court does 
permit arbitration—it would only 
be permissive, not mandatory 
whether the companies will accept 
it. It would eost several hundred 
thousand dollars to set up an elab- 
orate arbitration system in 32 ex- 
change cities and some of the les- 
ser majors feel that is an excessive 
sum to spend in light of pres- 
ent needs for economy. 

While one of the arguments for ar- 
bitration is that it would save 
money for the companies in legal 
fees, some of the majors’ lawyers 
don't agree They say that an 
exhib generally hires an attorney 
to fight his case before the arbitra- 
tion tribunal and, if he loses, turns 
to his counsel and says: ‘What do 
we do next?” Frequently, reply is 
to sue. 

Justice Dept. attorney in Wash- 
ington last week, speaking of the 
arbitration provided fpr in the 
Schine decree, made a point along 
the same line. He pointed out, for 


instance, that “the decree does not 


limit the possible actions to arbi- 
Exhibitors who feel ag- 
grieved by the Schine circuit can 
ask for help in court, or they can 
ask the Justice Dept. to bring con- 
tempt proceedings against Schine. 
Either of these courses might be 
less expensive than arbitration.” 
Same thing would apply in the Gov- 
ernment case. 


20th’s Quest for Talent 
Sends Joe Moskowitz On 
0.0. of European Markets 


Joe Moskowitz, 20th-Fox’s east- 
ern studio rep, will go to Europe 
later this month to survey story 
and talent markets there, as well 
as to give the 0.0. to the studio’s 
setups abroad for scouting the 
story and talent fields. Moskowitz 
said that 20th would continue full- 
scale coverage of England and the 
Continent, as well as the U. S., 
where it is the only company that 
has not trimmed the staffs it has 





searching for new material and 
new faces. 
Moskowitz admitted that the 


cost of maintaining these depart- 
ments ran high, but figured it 
proved highly profitable in the 
long run if just occasionally they 
came up with a find such as Rich- 


ard Widmark Included in their 
coverage now, he said, is TV. al- 


though most of the players are al- 
ready well known to 20th’s talent 
booners. They've gotten no pros- 
pects out of this coverage as yet, 


+ Moskowitz said. , 7 
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Red, Hot and Blue | 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, July 1. 
release of Robert Feilows 
Stars Betty Hutton, Victor | 
William Demarest, June | 
Directed by John Farrow. Screen- 
lay, Hagar Wilde, John Farrow; story, | 
martes Lederer; camera, Daniel L. Fapp; | 
Frank Loesser; editor, Eda War-) 


| 

, 

Paramount | 
roduction. 
Mature; features 


aon rradeshown June 30, 49. Running 
time, 84 MENS. Betty Hutton 
Eleanor Collier. .--- : Victor Mature 


Daony James 


K Fee William Demarest 
Chariie — cieeke ee oh et June Havoc 
ole BI os ache wea ere eb ..Jane Nigh 
Hair-Do Lempke...---.-- Frank. Loesser 
Bunny Harris. ....-e.+es. William Talman 
Laddie Corwin Pe FE Art Smith 
a 6 Crook @..-.-+-- Raymond Walburn 
a. UE a it aiessa a6 Onslow Stevens 
a ; ...++. Joseph vitale 

‘ nt Gerham ; Barry Kelley 
tiewey Stratum Robert Watson 
Steve vo ee 
4 j eee ee ercy elton 
me <ceapap te aie td ‘ Erno Verebes 
Wattwaiter .....-.Philip Van Zandt 
ee wie. ..-- +e eeees: Henry Guttman 
an ae Don Shelton 
pe . Herschel Daugherty 
ies Queen , Dorothy Abbott 
Housekeeper..-.---- . Julia - Faye 
Guard John Marchak 


Betty Hutton returns to the type 
of songs and comedy that first 
gained her marquee importance. 
In doing so she gives “Red, Hot 
and Blue” a better boxoffice shake 
than it would have without her 
calculated frenetic tune deliveries 
and clowning. Business should hit 
average levels in most situations. 

The plot combines a number of 
angles into its story line, covering 
gangsters, mob killings, embryo 
thespians and slapstick farcing. It’s 
a melange of material that jumps 
from high spot to high spot, manag- 
ing a reasonable amount of laughs 
along the way as it covers the story 
holes with a broad treatment. 

Miss Hutton has four. Frank 
Loesser tunes to romp through; her 
standout is “That's Loyalty.” Num- 
ber is typical Hutton and_comes off 
big. Also in the Hutton manner, 
but with lesser value, are “I Wake 
Up” and “Hamlet,” latter a parody 
on the scenery-chewing inherent in 
the Shakespearean piece. A _ bal- 
lad, “Now That I Need You,” does 
not come off when handled straight 


by Miss Hutton. It shows more 
life in the reprise when she uses it 
as a frantic rescue call while 
trapped by gangsters. 

Victor Mature’ handles a 
straighter role as co-star. He’s an 
ambitious young director, trying 


to mold Miss Hutton and other 
wouldbe performers into a worth- 
while stock company. It’s a very 
competent, personable’ delivery 
that supplies some substance to 
support the fuss-’n’-feathers script 
written by Hagar Wilde and John 
Farrow from a story by Charles 
Lederer. 

Mature and Miss Hutton lead a 
troubled romance because of her 
flightiness and when a gangster- | 
turned-legit backer is killed while 
she is in his apartment, the gal is 
on the spot. Mature is suspicious 
of her explanation of the apart- 
ment visiting; the police are curi- 
ous as to the identity of the killer, 
and the murdered man’s mob 
wants to know who did the shoot- 
ing. The chase involved is not 
always merry and the sagging 
spots slow John Farrow’s direc- 
tion, showing up the trite bits, 


and climaxing in a_ burlesqued. 
free-for-all | slugfest as Mature. 
— Miss Hutton from the 
ob. 


William Demarest comes through 
with a fast-talking p.a. role and 
June Havoc helps considerably on 
the comedy as Miss Hutton’s room- 
mate. Composer Frank Loesser 
turns actor to portray a tight- 
lipped mob leader. He's a good 
songsmith. Jane Nigh, William 
Talman, Art Smith, Raymond Wal- 
~ and others are around to 

Physical values have been neatly 
rfameworked by Robert Fellows’ 
production and Daniel L. Fapp’s 
lensing is good. Brog. 


y ‘*. ms 
You're Miy Everything 
(MUSICAL—COLOR) 

ath-Fox release of Lamar Trotti pro- 
ja, Stars Dan Dailey, Anne Baxter: 
Shari a Anne Revere. Stanley Ridges, 
Ro Ie Robinson, Henry O'Neill, Selena 
veaind 7m Mowbray. Robert Arthur. Di 
mar Treva water Lang. Screenplay, La- 
on at rotti and Will H. Hays, Jr., based 
Meee. 8, George Jessel; music, Alfred 
Arli 2 daneee hr ccnnicolor), Arthur E. 
Hace dy ances, Nick Castle; song, Josef 
ytow. Mack Gordon. Tradeshown N. Y.. 


June 24, °49. Running ti 7 

i " g time, 94 MINS. 
Timothy O'Cammer. so. 6k kes Dan Dailey 
Awat's, <-tapeacye eee eee Anne Baxter 
Mr. M a Lotte tee e cece) Anne Revere 
Tate ORE = es vbw eeeene Stanley Ridges 
ee Aa, | OS e4 es Shari Robinson 
edly pete Henry O'Neill 
So Rais Selena Royle 


Joe Blanton 
College Boy 
utler 


Alan Mowbray 
Robert Arthur 


.. Buster Keaton 
Bazabeth Phyllis Kennedy 
Rk altace Chester Jones 


Nyas & Warren Berry 
.. John Hiestand 
..Hal K. Dawson 


Announcer 
Tieket Seller 





Archum™ Charles Lane 
Nurse b Robert Emmett Keane 
Doorm . . Rtth Clifford 
ous: icon Joe Haworth 
aid — . Libby Taylor 
Newsboy . Geraldine Harris 
: Vincent Graeff 
~“¥ = “ane - : 
tically re My Everything” is prac- 
sta  & synthesis of all the back- 
fe musicals ever  filmed—in- 


cane the songs, all but one of* 
ih are Pops from as far back | 


| editor, 


| Annie Mae Hunter..... 
| June Payton 


as “Varsity Drag.” 
just fair “hot weather entertain- 
ment.” 

Dan Dailey is presented as a 
hoofer who meets and marries 
Anne Baxter, a blue-blood Back 
Bay-ite, when his show is playing 
the Hub. As an inductee into the 
chorus she’s an enthusiastic wife. 


but when he’s screentested, she’s | 
drafted for a love scene opposite | 


him, thereby getting the picture 
contract and becoming the hotcha 
sensation of the 1920s. 

By this time the young hoofer is 
a nitery star, but when the arrival 
of talkies ends, the wife’s career. 
coincident with the birth of their 
daughter, he breaks into films as a 
song-and-dance man, until musicals 


become passe. Then they buy a 
Valley ranch that would have 
pleased Marie Antoinette. The in- 


evitable ending has the precocious 
moppet daughter crashing’ the 
screen and doing a dream-sequence 
song-and-dance number with her 
tather, who’s made up in blackface. 

This stereotype material is gfven 
deadpan treatment, including a 
prop cloudburst as the Boston flap- 
per picks up the hoofer. at the 
stagedoor, some elaborately dated 
costuming, Anne Revere undeplay- 
ing one of her laconic aunt roles, 
Stanley Ridges as a fictionally pa- 
ternal Hollywood producer and the 
incredible dream sequence in the 
film-within-a-film. 

As the hoofer, Dailey is properiy 
brash, and not only manages to 
read the lines with apparent con- 
viction, but succeeds in being 
likable throughout. He dances 
reasonably well, though the ‘Lolly- 
pop” dream number is pretty try- 
ing. Miss Baxter is excellent in 
the vapid part of the wife, nicely 
spanning the gap between proper 
Bostonianism and jazz-age Holly- 


wood. 

Miss Revere, Ridges, Henry 
O'Neill, Selena Royle and Alan 
Mowbray are competent in _ fea- 


tured supporting parts, with Bus- 
ter Keaton dong a bit as himself 
as a butler. As the moppet, Shari 
Robinson dances and sings accept- 
ably, but seems. self-consciously 
cule. 

The only new tune in the picture 


is a fair novelty, “I Want to Be 
Teacher's Pet,” by Mack Gordon 
and Josef Myrow. All the other 


numbers ere worked into the pic- 
ture chronologically with the story. 
The direction doesn’t perceptibly 


freshen the material. The color 
photography, frequently stressing 
color for its own sake, is not as 


clear as it might be, but occasional- 
ly adds value to individual scenes. 
Hobe. 


One Last Fling 
Hollywood, June 30. 


Bros. release of Saul Elkins 
production. Stars Alexis Smith. Zachary 
Scott: features Douglas Kennedy. Ann 
Doran, Ransom Sherman. Veda Ann Borg. 


Warner 


Jim Backus, Helen Westcott, Barbara 
Bates, Jody Gilbert. Directed by Peter 
Godfrey. Screenplay, Richard Flournoy, 


William Sackheim: based on story by Her- 
bert Clyde Lewis: camera. Carl Guthrie; 
Frederick Richards. Tradeshown 
June 28, *49. Running time, 64 WINS. 
Olivia Pearce . ; Alexis Smith 
Larry Pearce Zachary Scott 
Victor Lardner ....... Douglas Kennedy 
Vera Thompson Ann Doran 
Judge Boulton ....... Ransom Sherman 
Gay Winston Vera Ann Borg 
Howard Prichard Jim Backus 
Helen Westcott 
Barbara Bates 
Jody Gilbert 


Amy Deering 


“One Last Fling” is a comedy at- 
tempt minus laughs. 

Plot deals with marital 
resulting from unreasonable 
ousy. Starting with such a 
soporific idea, it becomes pro- 
gressively worse as scripted bs$ 


mixups 
jeal- 


Richard Flournoy and _ William 
Sackheim, and directed by Peter 
Godfrey. Co-stars Alexis Smith 


and Zachary Scott and their sup- 
porting cast flounder through the 
sad affair. The playing only serves 
to emphasize dullness of the script, 
dialog and direction. 

Miss Smith, the wife of Scott, 
finds married life monotonous and 
wants to return to work The 
husband nixes the idea. Plot then 
brings in the jealousy angle when 
Scott is about to hire a former 
WAC officer. Miss Smith gets the 
wrong idea. So does Douglas Ken- 
nedy, spouse of the ex-WAC, Veda 
Ann Borg Cast runs through 
cliche upon cliche in working to 
the inevitable conclusion when all 
concerned go into a finale clinch. 

Only good points of the Saul 
Elkins production are such tech- 
nical contributions as camera, art 
direction and set decorations, but 
they are wasted on the material. 

R Brog. 


SILVERSTEIN’S 0.0. OF S.A. 

Maurice (Red) Silverstein, Met- 
ro’s foreign director for Latin 
America, planed from New York 
vesterday (Tues.) for an eight-week 
trek through all Metro’s branch 
offices in Central and South Amer- 
ica. 

Silverstein’s first stopover will 
be Brazil. 


| 
The result is 
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“Red, Hot and Blue” (Songs) | 
‘Par). Betty Hutton, Victor | 
Mature, songs and light com- | 
edy. 

“You're My Everything” | 
‘Musical - Color) (20th). Dan | 
Dailey and Anne Baxter span 
the silents-to-color erain form- | 
ula musical, 

“One Last 
comedy 
laughs. 

“Air Hostess” (Col) Okay 
programer for lowerease book- 
ings 

“Saints and Sinners” (Lion) 
British-made drama of Irish 
Village life, limited in appeal. 

“Forgotten Women” (Songs) 
(Mono) Program drama of 
femmes’ marital troubles. Okay 
supporting feature. 

“Hold That Baby!” (Mono). 
Another Bowery Boys slap- 
sticker for dualing. 

“Trails End” (Mono). Fair 
Johnny Mack Brown western 
for the action market. 


Fling” 
attempt 


(WB). 
without 


A 








Air Hostess 


Columbia release of Wallace MacDonald 


production. Features Gloria Henry. Ross 
Ford, Audrey Long. Directed by Lew 
Landers. Screenplay, Robert Libott, 
Frank Burt: story. Louise Rousseau; cam 
era, Allen Siegler; editor, James Swee 
ney. At Pantages, Hollywood, June 30, 
‘49. Running time, 60 MINS. 
Ruth Jackson Gloria Henry 
Dennis Hogan Ross Ford 
Lorraine Carter Audrey Long 
Jennifer White Marjorie Lord 
Fred MacCoy William Wright 
Virginia Barton Ann Doran 
Helen Field Olive Deering 
Celia Hansen Leatrice Joy 
Madeline Moore Barbara Billingsley 
Jeff Farrell Harry Tyfer 
Mrs. Peabody .. Jessie Arnold 
Miss Hamilton lrene Tedrow 
Ned Jenkins Grady Sutton 
A reasonably satisfactory sup- 


porting teature has been concocted 
around an idea dealing with the 
training of airline hostesses. It 
is well paced and the 60 minutes of 
footage fits it nicely to lowercase 
bookings in general situations. 

“Air Hostess” centers its interest 
on a trio of femmes, Gloria Henry, 
Audrey Long and Marjorie Lord, 
all studying the technique of sooth- 
ing the air traveler’s brow. Each 
girl is learning the profession for 
a different reason. Miss Henry 
because her sister is a_ hostess: 
Miss Long because she believes it 
will lead to a rich husband, and 
Miss Lord because her late hus- 
band loved fiying. 

The Robert Libott-Frank Burt 
script from a story vy Louise Rous- 
seau injects sufficient details of 
hostess training, from handling a 
drunk to parachute jumping, as 
a background for the romantic and 
dramatic fiction in the plot. Direc- 
tor Lew Landers guides the players 
through the story capably. 

Femme trio is good, with Miss 
Long having the edge in the play- 


ing. Backing the girls’ work are 
Ross Ford and William Wright, 
pilots, and both show up excel- 


lently in answering the light story 
demands. Among the okay sup- 
port are Ann Doran and Leatrice 
Joy. 

Wallace MacDonald’s production 
achieves good values for the budget 
,and Allen Siegler’s lensing is 
expert. Brog. 


Saints and Sinners 
(BRITISH) 


London, June 23. 

British Lion release of London Films- 
Leslie Arliss production. Directed by Ar- 
liss. Features Kieron Moore and Chris- 
tine Norden. Screenplay by Paul Vincent 
Carroll and Leslie Arliss; camera, Osmond 
Borrodaile, L. B. Young: editor, David 
Newhouse: music, Philip Green. At Ri- 
alto. London, June 22, *49. Running time, 
35) MINS. 


Michael Kieron Moore 
Blanche Christine Norden 
cree eee Sheila Manahan 
CARO, oo os ccc eebtegentss Michael Dolan 
Ma Murnaghan ......... Maire O’Neill 
O'Brien PG 5 eco 4 or Oe Oe ewe a Tom Dillon 
Oo rer ..Noel Purcell 
Berry Tony Quinn 
Madigan Eric Gorman 


An Trish village steeped in tra- 
dition and superstition provides an 
interesting setting for this story of 
simple folk who find it difficult to 
resist temptation and keep to the 
straight and narrow path. Produc- 
tion and script match the simplic- 
itv of the theme. Appeal is limited 
for the U.S. market. 

Story opens with the return to 
the village of Kilwirra of Michael 
Kissane, whose ambition in life is 
to prove his innocence on a charge 
of theft, for which he has just 
served two years, and to regain 
his fiancee, who has meantime be- 
come engaged to the local bank 
manager. 

Production relies entirely on 
local characterizations. The touch 
of glamor which comes from the 
arrival of an American woman on 
the scene is out of keeping with 
the story. 

Kieron Moore has a typical he- 
man part, which he performs with 
vigor, but Christine Norden has 
little more to do than look attrac- 
tive. Sheila Manahan gives a pleas- 


ing, sympathetic study as Michael's | 
Dolan | 
stands out as the understanding | thrown around 
/and the heavies dumped into the 


girl-friend, and Michael 


canon. Myro. 





Forgotten Women 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, July 1. 
Monogram release of Jeffrey Bernerd 
production. Stars Elyse Knox, Edward 
Norris, Robert Shayne: features Theodora 
Lynch, Veda Ann Borg. Noel Neill. Di- 
rected by William Beaudine. Screenplay, 
W. Scott Darling; story. Jeffrey Bernerd; 
camera, Marcel LePicard: editor, Roy Liv- 


ingston; musical director, Edward J. Kay. 
Previewed June 30, ‘49. Running time, 
65 MINS. 

Kate Allison Elyse Knox 
Andy Emerson Edward Norris 


Richard Marshall Robert Shayne 


Ruth Marshall Theodora Lynch 
Claire Dunning Veda Ann Borg 
Ellen Reid Noel Neill 
Harry Tim Ryan 
Bill Dunning Bill Kennedy 
John Allison Warren Douglas 
Judge Donnell Selmer Jackson 
Gary Paul Frison 

Unhappy femmes, with men or 


marital troubles, is the plot basis 
used for “Forgotten Women.” It 
goes about its business earnestly 
and manages a fair amount of sup- 
porting entertainment while doing 
so. 

Jeffrey Bernerd produced and 
also did the story on which W. 
Scott Darling based his scripi. Ex- 
pected amount of hoke, sentiment, 
and comedy is properly mixed in 
detailing the story of four unhappy 
women who spend their idle time 
in a cozy bar while talking over 
their assorted troubles 

Elyse Knox is getting a divorce; 
Theodora Lynch, singer, is_ un- 
happy because her husband won't 
let her pursue a career; Veda Ann 


Borg is separated from her hus- 
band, and Noel Neill hasn’t found 
a man yet, but is looking. In the 


footage, Miss Borg comes out best, 
her role being the most soundly 
premised. The varied troubles are 
sorted out so that all find a happy 


solution to their individual prob- 
lems 
Edward Norris, Robert Shayne, 


Bill Kennedy and Warren Douglas 
comprise the masculine leads in 
the marital mixups and hold up 
their ends capably. Norris has the 
edge, although he fails to get the 


girl when Miss Knox reconciles 
with hubby Douglas. 


Miss Lynch has two vocal spots 
in the film, both introduced as tele- 
vision programs to add a touch of 
up-to-the-minute novelty. Songs 
are “Cielito Linda” and “Ave Ma- 
ria” and come off according to 
production demands. William 
Beaudine’s direction carries out the 
earnest mood of the story and puts 
considerable feeling into several 
of the more dramatic moments. 

Tim Ryan, as the father-confes- 
sor-bartender, and 


are among supporting players who 
help get over the pieture’s aims. 
A good job of photography has 
been contributed by Marcel LePic- 


ard and the settings reflect excel- | 


lent budget expenditure.  Brog. 


Hold That Baby! 


Monogram release of Jan Grippo pro- 
duction. Stars Leo Gorcey; features 
Huntz Hall. Gabriel Dell, Frankie Darro, 
Anabel Shaw. Directed by Reginald Le 
Borg. Screenplay, Charles R. Marion, 
Gerald Schnitzer; camera. William Sick- 
ner; editor, Othe Lovering: music, Ed- 
ward Kay. At the New York. N. Y., week 
of June 29, '49. unning time, 64 MINS. 
Slip . A ere eee aero fr Leo Gorcey 
| Sach . ba . Huntz Hall 
PS ee OS th ae .ai x KES OR Gabriel Dell 
Bananas Frankie Darro 


Anabel Shaw 
John Kellogg 


| Laura Andrews vr 
Cherry-Nose Gray..... 


| Burton Edward Gargan 
BE Gu vs cc coeaewwes Billy Benedict 
Ree Bennie Bartlett 
Chuck David Gorcey 
Hope Andrews Ida Moore 
Faith Andrews Florence Auer 
ES. 8 HPs. Lae ew eae Bernard Gorcey 
John Winston + Pierre Watkin 
Dr. Hans Heinrich Torben Mever 
Dr. Hugo Schiller... Fred Nurney 
Cynthia ‘ Francis Irvin 
Dr. Foster : Emmett Vogan 
Joe, the Crooner Meyer Grace 
Gypsy Moran Max Marx 


This is another in Monogram’s 
series of Bowery Boys comedies 
grooved for lower strata double 
bills. Strictly in the custard-pie 
category, it is basicaly lowbrow 
with a few good slapstick turns and 
some mild suspense added by a 
cops and kidnappers plot. 

The improbable and hokey story 
line concerns a young mother, Ana- 
bel Shaw, whose baby is being held 


hostage so she doesn’t collect an 
inheritance that’s slightly bigger 
than the “Stop the Music” jackpot. 


Leo Gorcey stars as a wise-alecky, 


malapropping oaf who runs a 
laundromat along with the cther 
Bowery Boys. Huntz Hall plays 


his chuckleheaded stooge. The pic’s 
humor, what there is of it, comes 
from the bumbling and fumbling 
of the pair as they try to help the 
ma in distress. 

Gorcey has*a laugh-getting scene 
in which he impersonates a myopic 
European — psychiatrist. Hall is 
called on to show the intelligence 
of a Mongoloid idiot, but does a 
good bit in a sequence where he 
steals everything in sight from a 
hospital’s operating room. In a fit 
of kleptomania he carries off a 
sterilizer as a pressure cooker and 
a jar of pills which he mistakes for 
Indian nuts. Windup footage is a 


young Paul| 
Frison, as the son of Miss Lynch, | 


childish free-for-all battle in the 
laundry, with the baby bein 
like a basketbal 


washing machines. 
Frankie Darro is seen briefly as 


'a banana-consuming mobster nam- 
'ed Bananas, and John Kellogg is 


the gangleader. An assortment of 
Bowery Boys fill out the rough-and- 
tumble cast. Bril. 


Trails End 


Monogram release of Barney A. Sarecky 
production. Stars Johnny Mack Brown; 
features Max Terhune, Kay Morley, Doug- 


las Evans. Directed by Lambert Hillyer. 
Screenplay, J. Benton Cheney; camera, 
Harry Neumann; editor, John C. Fuller; 
music, Edward Kay. At the New York, 
N. Y¥.. week of June 29, ‘49 Running 
time, 55 MINS, 

Johnny : . Johnny Mack Brown 
Alibi Max Terhune 
Laurie Kay Morley 
Porte: Douglas Evans 
Kettering Zon Murray 
Drake Myron Healey 
Bill Keith Richards 
Stuart George Chesebro 
Sheriff Wim. Norton Bailey 
Rocky Carol Henry 
Idaho Boyd Stockman 
Luke Fddie Majors 


Monogram evidently is able to 
turn out Johnny Mack Brown low- 
budgeters on the same basis as a 
sausage factory production line, by 
stuffing the same ingredients into 
the same containers. The music 
for “Trails End,’ for example, is 
identical in part with the score of 
other pix in the series. 

The current entry again spots 
Brown as upholder of the law, a 
paragon of cowpuncher virtue who 
doesn't drink or smoke and who 
obligingly saves the ingenue for 
some ardent young swain. In this 
case he defends the mdid from a 
band of chiselers who want her 
ranch because they've discovered 
gold on it. 

Film runs the usual course of the 
giddyappers with lots of fisticuffs, 
gunplay, galloping pintos and 
double-dealing among the badmen. 
Dialog has. standard lines like 
“Keep your chin up and every- 
thing will come out all right,” and 
“If that’s the way you want it, 
that’s the way it'll have to be.” 
Slightly original turn is the fact 
that the girl has a mind of her own 
and quarrels with her dad when 
the oa her sweetheart—a 
departure from the usual portrayal 
of idyllic family life. 

Brown is adequate as_ the 
straight-shooting fixer, while Max 
Terhune, a standard feature of the 
series, gets over a couple of laughs 
with his ventriloqual dummy. Kay 
Morley has a good fresh look in 
the femme role, which gives the 
pic a bit more romantic interest 
than most actioners. Bril. 


Une Si Jolie Petite Plage 
(Such a Pretty Little Beach) 


(FRENCH) 
Paris, June 16. 

Corono Film release of CICC preduc- 
tion. Stars Gerard Phillip Madelilaine 
Robinson Directed by ves Allegret 
| Screenplay. Jean Sigur. At Les Portiques, 
Paris. June 15, °49. Running time, #5 
MINS. 
DD isp bee uss Gerard Phillippe 
ED) Sig'S<acn pa: 4 ae Madelaine Robinson 
t. SRS Per Jean Servats 
PP Andre Valmy 
Le Patron Jean Marken 
The Boy ‘ . Christian Serry 
The Salesman . Carrette 

Here is a fine entry for art 
| house patronage. It is a realistic 


'film by Yves Allegret, director of 


“Dedee.” It has some _ boxoffice 
draw via name of Gerard Phillippe, 
one of France’s leading young ac- 
tors, already known in U. S. for his 
work in “The Idiot” and “Devil in 
the Flesh.” 

It is an ironic picture like other 
pre-war French films and recent 
Tialian offerings. It concerns a 
young man, Gerard Phillippe, who 
has just killed his mistress, and re- 
turns to the scene of his youth to 
find the reason for his lost exist- 
ence. He finds a boy reliving his 
own sordid youth, but is repulsed 
for trying to aid him. A bedraggled 
chambermaid is the only one who 
understands the battle going on in 
the spirit of Phillippe. He has a 
chance to escape the police with 
the girl’s help, but finds there is no 
running away. The film ends on a 
note of dramatic irony as one ad- 
mires the “pretty little beach” that 
has bred frustration and death. 

There is one censorial scene be- 
tween a boy and a married woman. 
However, it may get by since 
plaved off-scene, using only sound 
to put over the idea. And could be 
trimmed if necessary. Gerard Phil- 
lippe makes an excellent impas- 
sioned, doomed youth, and Made- 
laine Robinson is convincing as the 
frowzy but sensitive chambermaid. 

Allegret’s direction is fine, while 
Henri Alekan weaves a. grey, 
broody atmosphere with his light- 
ing and photography. 

It is somber film fare but liked 
here. 


‘SPRING’S’ AUSSIE RECORD 
Melbourne, June 23. 
London Films’ “Spring in Park 
Lane” has clicked to 25 weeks at 
the 1,000-seater Athenaeum for 
Hoyts. 
Pic is in its 10th week in Sydney, 
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Joe becomes the performing sensation 
of Hollywood’s most spectacular resort! 


Wonder of Africa fights for freedom, 
tossing men and horses around like toys! 











~BTRIKING! STAR 








MERIAN COOPER’S AMAZING ADVENTURE IN THE UNUSUAL! 


starring 


TERRY MOORE - BEN JOHNSON 


ond ROBERT ARMSTRONG with FRANK McHUGH 
Directed by ERNEST B. SCHOEDSACK | 


Technical Creator Willis O’Brien - Screen Play by Ruth Rose 


An Arko Production + Distributed by RKO Radio Pictures, Inc. 


Braves blistering flames of burning build- 
ing, climbs dizzy heights to rescue children! 


SOLD LIKE A CIRCUS FOR THE HISTORY’ 4 
THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND AND N.Y 
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LING! STAGGERING! 








Sensation Piled On Sensation, As Giant 
n Gorilla Becomes Powder-Keg Pet Of 
Society... In The Show With The 10 
Most Terrific Thrills Ever Pictured! 


QsBaby gorilla Qlormented, 
reared by girl! goes wild! 


Ofights capture @) Rips iron doors, 
bymenandhorses! steel bars! 





6) Tamed as Owrecks pala- 
night club star! — tial night club! 


Oout-musles QpDefies police 
10 strong men! machine guns! 


OsBalances girl, MRescues chil- 
piano, over head! dren from blaze! 





2Y MAKING 350-THEATRE PREMIERE 
.Y STATE BEGINNING JULY 13th! 
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L.A. Average; Steal’ Big $40,000, 
‘Strangers’ So-So 396, ‘River, Slim 
266, H.0.s ‘Fountainhead, ‘Jones OK 


Los Angeles, July 5. ¢ 

Local first-runs are playing to, 
about typical Fourth of July week- 
end trade. There’s nothing excit- 
ing. but they're still comparing 
with same week a 





Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


very favorably 

vear ago. being only approximately This Week $2.545.000 
$9200 under last year’s actual ‘(Based on 22 cities, 196 
take theatres, chiefly mrst runs, tr 

Of new bills this session “Big ciuding NY.) 

Steal” and “Edward, My Son” are Total Gross Same Week 
garnering most attention. “Steal” Last Year $2.671,000 
is likely for near $40,000, very (Based on 20 and 190 


nice. while “Edward” is solid at theatres) 
possible $9,000 in one small-seater. —— 
“House of Strangers” is so-so $35,- 
000 in four situations, while ‘‘Mas- 
secre River” is slim $26,000 in six 
Reissue combo of “White 


Savage” and “Cobra Woman” is 
slight $15,000 in four houses. | 6 9 
There's nothing sad about sec- HH] é {0 
“Sorrowful Jones” 9 


~ In Cleve. Hooray 











sites. 


in two houses, where it’s 
for sturdy total of $33,500. ‘““Foun- | 
tuinhead” is still good at $40,000, | 


or better, in second session at) 
three sites. Among foreign bills, | 
“Red Shoes’ and “Quartet” are | Cleveland, July 5. 


still perky. With RKO-Palace welcoming 
Estimates for This Week back vaudeville with fanfare and 


huzzah, Euclid avenue’s Playhouse 


Beverly Hills, Downtown, Ha- 
beat showed marked upturn at box- 


waii, Hollywood Music Halls (Prin- 


Cor) (834: 902: 1.106: 512: 55-$1)—| office. 
“Home of Brave” (UA) (5th wk). After 18 years away from foot- 
Finaling at $14,500. Last week, lights, eight-act vaude stanza gave 


town a show heat-wave that rivaled 


$18.900. 
Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, the weather. Town took to the 


Uvtown (FWC) (2.048. 2.404. 1.248, occasion with nostalgic love. RKO 
1.719: 60-$1)—"“House of Strang- Officials were brought into radio 
ers” (20th) and “Amazon Quest” interviews; there were feature- 
(FC). Mild $35.000. Last week, page caresses and columnist love- 
“Happens Every Spring’ (20th) calls and gurglings that made Pal- 
and “Rustlers’ (RKO) (2d wk-6 ace’s opening night (30) peaches 
days), $18,100. and cream, despite muggy, hot 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern weather. 
(WB) (1,757, 2.756, 2,344; 60-$1)— Upbeat was reflected in other 
“Fountainhead” (WB) (2d wk). theatres. 
Nice $40,000. Last week, good Estimates for This Week 


(Warners) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“Not Wanted” ‘FC) (holdover). | 
Strong $9,000. Last week, hot $14,- | 
500. 


$48,900, but not up to hopes. Allen 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538, 2.097, 2.296: 60-$1) 
—'‘‘Barkleys Broadway” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Okay $25,500 on final frame. 
Lust week, nice $35,500. 

Orpheum (D'’town) (2,210; 60-$1) 
—'‘ White Savage” (FC) and 
“Cobra Woman” (FC) (reissues). 
Near $9,000 here, with 


(WB) 
“Lady 


$18,500. 
(U). 


Good 
Gambles” 


tainhead”’ 
Last week, 
Fair $13,000. 

t Palace (RKO) (3.300; 55-75)— 
$9.00 $15,000 “The Judge Steps Out” (RKO) plus 
total in four day-daters. Last yvaude. Strong $30,000. Last week, 
week, “Crooked Way” (UA) and “Gunga Din” and ‘Lost 
“Daring Caballero” (UA), $11,700, both RKO reissues, $15,000. 

with $21.900 total in five situations. State ‘(Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70)— 


Pantages, Hillstreet (Pan-RKO) “Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G). Heavy | “Mother 
(2.812; 2,890; 50-$1)—"Big_ Steal” $23,000. ; yland “Th 
‘RKO) and “Air Hostess” (Col). Son” (M-G), fair $13,500. 


Trim $40,000. Last week, “Judge | 
Steps Out” (RKO) and “Green 
Promise” (RKO), secant $15,400. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 


—"‘The Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (re- 
issue). Hardy $13,000. Last week, | 
i “Calamity Jane” (U), off at $7,500. | 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1)! Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 55-70) —“‘Ed- 
—‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and ward, My Son” (M-G), switch from 
“Shark God” (FC) (LA only) (2d State. Weak $5,000. Last week, 
wk). Sturdy $33,500. Last week, “Streets of Laredo” (Par). fair 
fancy $43,600. ‘ 


Hipp (WB)\3,700; 55-70) —‘‘Foun- | 


Patrol,’ | 


| 


‘Fountainhead’ $12,000 In 
Seattle, ‘Daughter’ 11G 


Seattle, July 5. 

Usual holiday exodus took some 
show-money out of town, but visi- 
tors partially offset this. 

For opening last Friday at the 
Coliseum, premiere for “Sand” 
included visits of a number of 
stars headed by Mark Stevens. 
This meant Capacity at the three 
appearances made. 

Holdovers and moveovers 
vail at majority of the first 
and returns are good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (‘H-E) (800; 50-84)— 
“Colorado Territory’ ‘WB) and 
“Tuna Clipper’ (Mono) (2d wk). 
Hot release from Orpheum. Indi- 
cated $3.500, okay. Last week, 
2nd of “Massacre River” (NMpno) 
and “Bomba” (Mono). Slow $2,400 
in eight days. 

Coliseum (‘H-E) (1.877; 50-84)— 
“Sand” (20th) and “Secret of St. 
Ives” (Col). Personal appearances 
at opening helped. Satisfactory 
$10.000. Last week, “Red Men- 
ace” (Rep) and “Amazon Quest” 
(FC). Eight days, $9,400, good. 

Fifth Avenue (‘(H-E) 
84)—‘“‘Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) 
and “Man About House” (20th) (2d 
wk). Expected big $11,000. Last 
week, immense $15,700. 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 
50-84)—“‘Lust for Gold” (Col) (2d 

(Continued on page 25) 


St. Loo Hot $27,000 
For ‘Daughter,’ ‘Mother’ 
156, ‘Fountainhead’ 116 


St. Louis, July 5. 
Sock gross is being rolled up by 
“Neptune’s Daughter” at the down- 
town Loew’s. Despite a string of 
nine days with the mercury soar- 
ing over the 90-degree mark, biz is 
nifty at this spot. ‘‘Mother is a 


pre- 
runs, 


| Freshman” also okay. 


Outdoor enterprises are getting 
their share of coin from those try- 
ing to find relief from the heat. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50- 
75)—‘‘Mr. Belvedere Goes to Col- 
lege” (20th) and “Colorado Terri- 
tory’ (WB) (moveover), $13,090. 
Last week, “Beautiful Blonde From 
Bashful Bend” (20th) and “The 
Lady Gambles” (U) (m.o.), $12,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3.172; 50-75)— 
“Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G), $27,- 
000. Last week, ‘Edward, My Son” 
(M-G) and “Crime Doctor’s Diary” 
(Col), $15,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3.500; 50-75)— 
Is a Freshman” (20th) 


Last week, “Edward, My} and ‘“‘The Forbidden Street” (20th), 
| $15,000. 
Stillman ‘Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70) 


Last week, ‘Colorado 
Territorv” (WB) and “Arctic Man- 
hunt” (U). $11,500. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4.000; 50-75)— 
“The Fountainhead” (WB) and “A 
Man About the House” (20th), 
$11,000. Last week, “Mr. Belve- 


dere Goes to College” (20th) and} 


“Tuna Clipper’ (Mono) 


$10,000. 


(3d wk), 


$6,000. 

United Artists, Ritz (UA-FWC) nite 

(2.100; 1,370; 60-$1)—‘‘Massacre | ——— at he ee 
River” (Mono) and ‘“‘Bomba” 
(Mono). Light $14,000 here, with 


$26.000 total in six day-daters. 
Last week, “Ride ‘Em, Cowboy” (U) 
and “Flying High” (U) (reissues) (8 
days), $13,100, with $20,300 total in 
five situations. 

Esguire ‘Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘‘Queen’s Lover’ (Indie) and 
“Blind Desire” (Indie) (2d wk), $2,- 
000. Last week. oke $2,600. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- 
$2.40)—"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (27th 
wk). Near $6,000. Last week, nifty 
$5,400. Jessel, Nancy Guild, Coleen Gray 

Four Star (UA) (WC) (900; 74-$1) and Barbara Lawrence making 
—‘‘Edward, My Son” (M-G). Solid three personal stage appearances 
$9,000. Last week, “One Woman's the opening day, “Sand” got off to 
Siory” (U) (2d wk-8 days), $2,600. a big start at Radio City, but the 


Minneapolis, July 5. 
Combination of extreme _ heat 
and exodus to lake resorts over 
holiday weekend combined to put 
the kibosh on grosses. With George 





Denver, July 5. 


Laurel ‘Rosener) (890; 85)— pace slackened substantially after- 

fine $6,300. was partly successful bucking the 
“Night Unto Night” found the go- 
“Lucrezia Borgia,” in their fourth 
Despite fine weekend weather, 

which clipped grosses, three films Estimates for This Week 


“Quartet” (EL) (6th wk). Smooth werds. Best of the major newcomer 
adverse conditions. “Tulsa” also 
‘SAND’ FINE $25,000 
J 
The lone hotdovers are 
and second weeks, respectively, at 
are being held and one double bill, Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) 


$6.000. Last week, jumped up to boxoffice bets, “The Big Steal,” 
made some boxoffice progress, but 
ing tough. 
IN 3 SPOTS, DENVER “It Happens Every Spring” and 
the loop sureseaters. 
“Sand” and “Night Unto Night,” is —*“Night Unte Night” (WB). Ver- 


being moved. Holding are “Sor- dict on this one none too favorable 
rowful| Jones” at the Denham, and it’s traveling at snail's pace. 
“Tulsa at the Broadway, and Poor $4,000 sighted. Last week, 


“Quartet” at the Vogue. 


“Impact” (UA), light $4.300. 
Estimates for This Week 


Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘‘Keep 


Broadway ‘Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- ‘Em Flying” (FC) and “Ride ’Em 
74)—"Tulsa” (EL). Good $8,000 Cowboy” (FC) ‘reissues). Abbott- 


Last week, “Colorado 
(WB) (4th) wk), 


and holding. 
Territory” 
$4.000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-74) 
—‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par). Big 
$19.000 and holding. Last week, opening Friday, thanks to stage ap- 
“Trail of Lonesome Pine” (Par) pearances of George Jessel, Coleen 
and “Geronimo” (Par), poor $8,000. Gray, Barbara Lawrence’ and 
Denver (Fox) (2.525; 35-74)— Nancy Guild, featured by _ first- 
(Continued on page 25) named’s songs and stories. How- 


Costello oldies having a hard time. 
poor Tepid $4,000. Last week, 
pion” (UA) (2d wk), good $5,000. 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Sand” (20th). Got capacity crowds 


Heat Droops Mpls.; Jessel Troupe 
Ups ‘Sand to 126, Steal Big 12146 


“Cham- 


ever, sagged subsequently. Slow 
$12,000 indicated. Last week, “Ed- 
ward My Son” (M-G), mild $13,500. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 
50-70) —“Big Steal’? (RKO). Robert 
Mitchum a magnet and picture it- 


self well liked, but the weather and | 


long weekend holiday affected 
grosses. Getting big $12,500, how- 
ever. Last week, “Younger 


Brothers” (WB) mild $8,000. 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— | 


“Dumbo” (RKO) and “Saludos 
Amigos” (RKO) (reissues). Revived 
Walt Disney pictures making little 
headway against the current handi- 
caps. Weak $7,000 Last week, 
“Jungle River’ (U) and “Arctic 
Manhunt” (U), slow $7,000. 

State (Par) (2,300: 50-70) — 
“Tulsa” (EL). Plenty of kind words 
for this one. Under more favorable 
conditions undoubtedly would pros- 
per better. At that, climbing to 
good $11.000. Last week. “Act of 
Violence” ‘(M-G) poor $8,000. 

World (Mann) (400: 50-70) — 
“Lucrezia Borgia” (Indie) (2d wk). 


Foreign film under-estimated first 
week. Okay $2.000 for second 
Stanza after neat $2,500 initial 
stanza. 





New Theatre in Carthage, Texas 
_ Carthage, Texas. 
New 800-seat Esquire opened by 
the newly formed Carthage Thea- 
tres. House built at 
price of $150,000. Jake Walker 
takes over as city manager of 
Carthage Theatres. He is also a 
partner in the organization, 


(2.349; 50-| 


estimated | 





Holiday Exodus Wilts Philly; ‘Jones’ 
Tops at 326, ‘Fountainhead’ OK 25¢ 





+ Philadelphia, July 5. 
July 4 holiday weekend sloughed 
first-run film business here. The 

mass exodus to the resort spots 
spurred by good weather and the 
long weekend, left the town de- 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 











This Week $606,800 serted. 
| (Based on 18 theatres) Even strong new product failed 
| Last Year $699,000 to bring expected attendance over 
(Based on 15 theatres) the weekend. Best of the neweom- 
a — ers was “Sorrowful Jones,” at the 
Stanley, with “Fountainhead” as 


“Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Down to $6,000 after okay 


& 9 the runner-up at the Mastbaum 
all ter 0 “Sand” did nothing at the Fox. 
and “Calamity Jane” was little 
better at the Earle. 
P ace Hub, $16,500 
$11,000 opener. 
Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99) 


Estimates for This Week 
: : F —Win- 
To Fountain Ca dow” (RKO) (2d wk). Fair $10,500 
| | 


Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-99 
after neat $18,000 breakaway 


Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) — 
Boston, July 5. | “Calamity Jane and Sam_ Bass” 
Big noise this stanza is Dennis (U-I), Mild $16,000. Last week 
Day at RKO Boston, who is cur-| “Undercover Man” (Col) (2d wk) 
rently teeing off on a_ 10-week | $13,000. 
session of personals. Rave notices Fox (20th) (2,250: 50-99)—"Sana” 
and word-of-mouth built to smash | (20th) Dull $13,000. Last \ eek 
grosses. Newcomer, “Neptune's | “Forbidden Street” (20th). dead 
| Daughter,’ at State and Orpheum, end $15,000. 
|looks for solid sesh. with ‘‘Foun- Goldman (Goldman) 1.200: 50- 
| tainhead,” at Met, and “The Big 99)—‘Neptune’s Daughter’ M-G) 
| Steal.” at Memorial, mild. (3d wk). Okay $12,000. Last week. 
Estimates for This Week neat $15.000. 
| Boston (RKO) (3.200: 50-$1.10)— Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 50- 
“Secret of St. Ives” (Col), plus 99)—“Edward, My Son” (3d wk). 
Dennis Day heading stage show.} Good $9,000 after nice $12,000 for 
Way out in front with a smash) second sesh. 
$36,000. Last week, “Calamity Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-99)— 
Jane” (U) and “Just Willie’s Luck” “Fountainhead” off to good start, 
(UA), fair $13.000 $25,000. Last week, “Lady Gam- 
Exeter (Indie) (1,100; 45-75)— | bles” (U-I) (3d wk) $13.000 
“Mr. Perrin and Mr. Trail” (Indie) Stanley (WB) (2.950: 50-99) 
and “Miranda” (‘Indie’). Down to “Sorrowful Jones” (Par) Best 
$2.800 for third week; $3,500 for thing in town, sock $32.000. Last 
second. week. “Colorado Territory WB) 
Fenway (NET) (1.373: 40-85)—§ (2d wk, fair $14,000. 
“Big Cat” (EL) and “Leave It to Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)—~ 
Henry” (Mono). Mild $5,000. Last ‘Hellfire’ (Rep). Getting by. $9- 
week, ‘‘Lonesome Pine” and “‘Ger- 000. Last week “Casablanca” (WB) 
|onimo” (Par reissues), poor $3.700.' and “G-Man” (WB) (reissues). $9.- 
| Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85) 000. 
|“Big Steal” (RKO) and “Rustlers” Trans‘Lux (T-L) (500; $2.40- 
(RKO). Opened Sat., not much | $1.20)—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (28th 
activity, Last week, “Lust for; wk). End of run. stirred’ fresh 


Gold” (Col) and “Lone Wolf Lady” 
(Col), four days of 2nd week, okay 
$9,000. Live broadcast on stage 
Saturday night helped. 


trade, $6,000. Last week, $7.000 


Jessel Ups ‘Sand’ On 





Metropolitan (NET) (4.376; 40- x . 
85)—‘‘Fountainhead” (WB) and ’ 
“Tales of Navajos” (M-G). Poor KC P.A., Biz Then Dips; 


reviews; mild $16.500 in view. 
| Last week, “Sorrowful Jones” (Par) | 
|and “Daughter of the West” (FC), | 
'fair $15,000 for 2nd stanza. 
| Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85) 
|—“Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G). | 
| Okay $20,000. Last week, “‘Strat- 
| ton Story” (M-G), nice $18,500 for 
| 2nd week. 

| Paramount (NET) (1.700; 40-85) 
| —‘Big Cat” (EL) and “Leave It to 
| Henry” (Mono). Average $12.000. 
| Last week, ‘Lonesome Pine” (Par) 


‘Daughter’ Great 206 


Kansas City, July 5. 

Heat wave is biggest factor in 
picture biz for the holiday week, 
with temperatures in the high 90's, 
or over. Holiday weekend has good 
and bad effects on biz, long holi- 
day taking many out of town and 
high temperatures driving others 
to cool off in theatres. 

Preem of “Sand” at the Tower- 
Uptown-Fairway had personal ap- 


-and “Geronimo” (Par reissues),| pearances of George Jessel. Bar- 
fair $10,000. P , bara Lawrence, Coleen Gray and 
a State (Loew) (3.500: 40-85 )— Nancy Guild opening day, when 
Neptune's Daughter” —_‘M-G). | biz was good, but film is loping the 
$13,000. Last week, “Stratton rest of the way. ‘Leader is Mid- 
Story” (M-G), nice $10,600 for 2nd jand. with “Neptune’s Daughter” 
week. doing strongly. “Sorrowful Jones” 
ieee ee ee ad is good in second week at the Par- 





amount, and Esquire’s reissues are 
unusually magnetic. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 


‘Stratton’ All Sirteas 
At $14,500 in Cincy 


65)—“‘Casablanca” (WB) and “G- 

Cincinnati, July 5. Men” (WB) (reissues). Fine $4.500. 

Biz generally for major stands) Last week, ‘Guadalcanal Diary 

is maintaining a juicy seasonal rat- (20th) and “Purple Heart’ (20th) 
ing, holiday lift making up for (reissues), good $4,000. 

wilting from sweltering — siege. Kimo (Dickinson) (550; $1.20- 

Burg’s b.o. leader this round is $2.40)—‘‘Red Shoes” (‘11th wk’. 


“Stratton Story.” Of the other Continues its record-breaking run 


new bills, “Big Steal” and “Tulsa” with hefty $2,400. Last week, 
are above par. “Sorrowful Jones” strong $2,500. f 

and “Neptune’s Daughter’ are Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
healthy holdovers. —‘‘Neptune’s Daughter’ M-G). 


Estimates for This Week Changes usual policy to single bill, 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— with “Some of the Best” short add- 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and ed. Great $20,000, and may hold, 
“Crime Doctor’s Diary” ‘Col) (2d) Last week, “Edward, My s5on 
wk). Sturdy $12,000 trailing big) (M-G) and “The Mutineers” (Col), 
$20,000 kickoff and theatre’s. started strong but lagged at end 
switch to twin bills. ‘of week for moderately good 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75)— $14,000. 

“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G). Okay Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
$9,000 after solid $14,000 bow. “Sorrowful Jones” (Par) ‘2d wk. 

Grand ‘RKO) (1.400; 55-75)— Nifty $12,000, and likely to go 4 
“Stratton Story’ (M-G). Fancy third week. Last week, big 
$14,500. Last week, “Gunga Din” $16,000. ; 
(RKO) and “Lost Patrol” (RKO) Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65'— 
(reissues), pleasing $8,000. “Lust for Gold” (Col) and “Riders 

Keith’s (City: Inv.) (1,542: 55-75) of the Whistling Pines’ ‘Col’. 
|—“Tulsa” (EL). Good $10,000.| Bring house back into first run 
Holds. Last week, “Calamity , setup. Pleasant $4,700 Last 
Jane, Sam Bass” (U), fairish $6,-. week, “Two Yanks in Trinidad 
500. (Col) and “Adventure in Manhat- 
| Palace (RKO) (2,600: 55-75)—/tan” (Col) (reissues), average 
“Big Steal” (RKO) and “Tucson” $3,000. : 
/(Col). Satisfactory $12,000. Last Tower - Uptown - Fairway | F o* 


week, “Johnny Allegro” (Col) and | Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
“Make Believe Ballroom” (Col),|—‘“Sand” (20th). Boosted by per 
mild $9,500. sonal appearances of George ~~. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 55-75)—_ sel, Coleen Gray, Nancy Guild ane 
“Pygmalion” (Indie) (reissue). So- Barbara Lawrence on opening er 
so $5,000. Last week, “Blonde but loped rest of the way for = 
$14,000. ‘Last week, “The Lad) 


‘Gambles” (U), fair $12,000. 


| Bashful Bend” (20th) ‘m. o.), five 
‘days, light $3,500. 


oo aoe omens 
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‘Spring -Laine Nifty 


$55,000 in Chi, 


Steal’ NSG 126, ‘Menace’ Weak 66 
‘Jigsaw - Agent’ Slim 106, Raft 106 


Chicago, July 5. 
and humidity, despite the 
of holiday visitors, is taking 


Tieat 
influx 


its toll at Loop boxoffices. Al- 
though there are seven new bills 
most are minor attractions 

It Happens Every Spring.” at 
the Oriental, backed with Frankie 
Laine and Monica Lewis personals, 
is bringing nifty biz. Other neat 
take is the sex film, “Street Co! 
ner,” at the Rialto. “Big Steal if 
the Palace. looks li ht Jiosay 
and “Special Agent,”” at the Roose- 
velt, appear slim. Reissues ilt 
dos Amigos” and “Dumbo are 
also on the minor side. *““Red Men- 
ace ai the Garrick, isn’t much of 
a threat Johnny Allegro it tne 
United Artists, seems mild 

{t’s a sterling second week for 
“Neptune's Daughter” at the Chi 
cagu, plus p.a. of Peggy Lee. Dave 
Barbour and Bob Crosb; Colo 
yado Territory,” at the State-Lake, 
is holding pertly 

Hlome of the Brave.” in sixth 


the Woods, is okay, while 
‘Monsieur Vineent,” at the W 
is in its sixth frame. “Red Shoes” 
goes into 28th week at the Selwyn 
to okay b.o. 

Estimates for This Week 


week at 
aldo, 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) 
“Nepiune’s Daughter” (M-G) (2d 


Barbour 
Fancy 
week, 


wki. with Peggv Lee, Dave 
and Bob Crosby onstage 
$62,000 in sight Last 
$66,000 

Garrick (B&R) 
“Red Menace” (Rep). Weak $6,000 
in sight. Last week, “Desperados” 
and “Renegades” (Col) (2d wk) (re- 
issues), $5,000 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 
“Dumbo” and “Saludos Amigos” 
(RKO) (reissues) Minor $7,500. 
Last week, ‘““Lady Gambles” (U) (2d 
wk), $10,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘It Happens’ Every Spring” 
(20th) plus Frankie Laine and Mo- 
nica Lewis p.a. Nifty $55,000 prob- 
able Last week, “Barkleyvs of 
Broadway” (M-G) (3d wk) and Gor- 
don MacRae and Joey Bishop on 
stage, $33,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 
“Big Steal” (RKO). 
dtie. Last week, “Gunga 
“Lost Patrol’ (RKO) 
$8.000 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700 
“Street Corner” (Indie). 
500 for sex pic. Last week, 
venture’s End” and “Conflict” 
(reissues), $7,200. | 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Jigsaw” (UA) and “Special Agent” 
(Par). Light $10,000. Last week, | 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par) (2d wk), 
$12,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
2.40)—"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (28th wk). 
Moderate $4,600. Last week, $5.- 

50-98) 


200. 
(B&K) 
(2d 


(900; 50-98) 


50-98)— 


50-98 )— 
So-so $12,000 
Din” and 
(reissues), 


-50-98)— 
Fine $12,- 
“Ags 
(U) 


State-Lake 
—"Colorade Territory” 
$19.000. 

United Artists 
“Johnny Allegro” 
000 expected. 
of Oz” (M-G) 
$12.000. 

Woods 


(2,700: 
(WB) 


50-98)— 
Slim $10.- 
“Wizard 
wk), 


(1,700; 

(Col). 

Last week, 
(reissue) (2d 


(Essaness) (1,073; 98) 
“Home of the Brave” (UA) (6th 
wk). Going into final stretch with 
perky $18,000. 
World (Indie) 
Sieur Vincent” 
Neat $3,000. 


“Nion- 
wk), 


(587: 80)- 
(Indie) (6th 
Last week, same. 


‘Daughter’ Solid 2 36 
To Pace Providence 


Providence, July 5 

Continuously hot weather over 
July 4 weekend shot therms over 
90 and sent many out of town. In 
town, though, downtown stands 
were about the coolest places to go 
80 they didn’t suffer too much. 
Playing to hefty biz, with holiday 





prices, is Loew’s State’s “Neptune s 
Daughter.” M: ajestic’s ‘“Fountain- 
head” and RKO Albee’s “Rig Steal” 
holding own. Strand’s “Sorrowtul 
Jones” opened big on Monday holi- 
da\ 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—“Big 
Steal” (RKO) and “Search for 
Danger” (FC). Fairly good $15,000. 
Last week, “Johnny Allegro” (Col) 
and “The Rustlers” (RKO). fair 
$11,000 
Carlton 
“The Fan” (20th) 
of the West” (20th). 
L aest week reissues 
Fay’s (Fay (1,400: 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) and 
McCoy” (M-G) (reissues) Siow 
$6.000. Last week, “My Gal Sal” 
(20th) and “House on 92d Strect”™ 
(20th) (reissues), mild $5,500 
Majestic iF ay) (2,200: 44-65')— 
“Fountainhead” (WB). Quick turn- 
(Continued on page 25) 


44-65) 
Daughter 
$5.000. 


(Fay) (1.200: 
and 
So-so 


44-65 
Killer 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, iLe., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentag “he nce the 
estimated jean are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices how a indicated. 


include the U. S. amusement 
tax 





| (RKO) 


Daughter’ Cool 
196 in Pitt Heat 


Pittsburgh, July 5 
Long Fourth of July weekend 
all but emptied the town and busi- 


ness generally 
holiday S 
“Neptune’s 
doing best 


downtown for a 
just fair 
Daughter” at Penn is 
job of overcoming the 
recession. with “‘Fountainhead” at 
Stanley, despite bad notices, get- 
ting some attention on strength of 
book. Nothing much for “Lust for 
Gold” at Harris although moveover 
of “Sorrowful Jones” to Warner 
from Stanley is giving that house 
nice break 
Estimates for 
Harris 


»SSION was 


This Week 
(2,200; 45-80)— 
“Lust for Gold” (Col) Not much 
b.o. gold in this lust for it Un- 
likely to go more than 
That’s about $500 than 
Were Strangers” did 
week 

Penn (Loew 
— “Neptune's 
Light 


(Harris 


“We 
last 


less 


(Col) 


*s-UA) (3.300: 
Daughter” 
shirt-sleeved comedy doing 
the best job of beating the heat 
and the Fourth exodus. Shooting 
for spanking $19,000 Last week 
“Edward, My Son” (M-G) big dis- 
appointment at $12,500 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 45-80) 
“Fountainhead” (WB). Critics put 
their thumbs down, but book got 
so much attention that there’s a 
lot of curiosity in the screen ver- 
sion. Should add up to about 
$18,000. Last week “Sorrowful 
Jones” (Par) did walloping $21,500. 

Warner (WB: (2,000; 
“Sorrowtul Jones” ‘Par) 
Still plenty left in Bob Hope 
starrer after big stanza at Stanley 
and should be good for swell $10.- 
000. Last week “The Window” 
and “Judge Steps Out” 
about $7,000. 


45-80) 
(M-G). 


(RKO) 





WASH. NO FIRECRACKER; 


$9,000. | 


45-80)— | 
(m.o.). | 


‘DAUGHTER’ SOCK 286 
Washington, July 5. 
With as many Washingtonians | 


as possible taking advantage of the 


long weekend to get out of town, | 


the sorry side 
“Neptune’s 


biz generally is on 
with one exception. 
Daughter” looks like sock $28,000 
at the Palace. giving that house 
the best it has had in many 
months “Big Steal’ looks like 
the next best bet to give Keith's 
a better than average week. Aside | 
trom that—the panic is on. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew's) (2.434; 44-85)— 
“It Happens Every Spring” (20th) 


Sand’ Neat 106, Omaha: 


‘Stratton’ Hot $6,500 


Omaha, July 5. 
theatre, with 865 
is setting a hot pace for the 
town with “The Stratton Story.” 
Torrid weather no deterrent to 
boxoffice lines, thanks to big news- 
paper campaign “Sand.” helped 
by George Jessel groups appear- 
ance at the opening, is drawing 
well at the Paramount eh ON 
plus “Disaste1 is doing fair at the 
Urpheum 


Little State 
seats, 


Paso,” 


Estimates for This Week 


state Coldberg (865 16-65 
otratton Story’ Vi-G Ve Di 
$6.500 Last week Force of 
Wisk = and (‘aught l~€ 5 nic 
Ss ) 

Orpheum 
f | | ) Pat ) 

I Pai I r $10,500 | 
weet at Zl ) The Fan 

nd Eddy He d band-revue. nil 
S20 i) 

Paramount (Tristate 2 80 16- 
65 ‘Sand 20th Neat $10,000 
helped by big opening d when 
Jessel and party did stage shov 
Last week “Bion le Bashtiu Bend’ 
20th fair S$1O.500 

Br andeis” (RKO) (1.500; 16-65 
Big Ste: RKO) and “Rustlers” 
RKO Fait $6,500 Last week 
“Night Unto Night” WB and 
“Riders Whistlin Pine (Col) 
split with “Casablanca WB) and 
“G-Man WB) for mild $5,800 


Sand 256, Steal 
186 OK for Det. 
In Terrific Heat 


Detroit, July 5. 
Detroit’s worst heat wave in re- 
cent years is putting a serious 
crimp in picture biz. Everyone who 


possibly can is getting out of town. 
Best draws look to be “Sand” at 
the Fox and “Big Steal” at the 
Palms 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5.000: 70-95)— 
“Sand” (20th). Fair $25,000. Last 
week, “Big Cat” (EL) and Frankie 


Carle orch onstage, swell $55.000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000: 
70-95)—"‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) 


and ‘“‘C-Man” (Rep) (2d wk). Fad- 
ing $18,000. Last week, $30,000. 

Palms (UD) (2.900; 70-95)—*Big 
Steal” (RKO) and “Jiggs and Mag- 
gie in Court” (Mono). Good $18,- 
000. Last week, “Younger Bros.” 
(WB) and “Sky Dragon” (Mono), 
$16,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000: 70-95) 
—‘Cobra Woman” (FC) and “White 
Savage” (FC) (reissues). Dim $8,- 
000. Last week, “Wizard of Oz” 
(M-G) (reissue) and “Song of In- 
dia’ (Col), $14,000. 

Madison (UD) (1.800; 70-95)— 
“Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col) and 
“Chinese Venture” (Mono). Slow 
| $12,000. Last week, “Lady of Bur- 
| lesque”’ (UA) and “Guest in House” 
(UA) (reissues), $6,000. 


| 


plus vaude Bashtful $18,000 tor 
this big house Last week, “Let's 
Live a Little’ (EL) plus Sammy 
Kaye orch, nice $27.000 but not | 
what this name band should at- 
tract 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Big Steal’ (RKO). Strong $15- 
000 Last week, “Gunga Din” 
(RKO) and “Lost Paradise” (RKO) 


brought a comfortable 
these oldies 


(reissues), 


$12,000 for 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,163: 44-74 
~‘Castle on the Hudson” (WB) | 
(reissue). Slim $4,500. Last week, 
Zig Cat’ (EL). thin $4,500 

Palace (Loew's) (2.370; 44-74)— 
“Neptune's Daughter” (M-G), boft 
$28,000 Last week, “Edward, My 
Son” (M-G), disappointing $15,000 

Playhouse (Lopert! (432; 50-85 
—Quartel EL) (9th week An- 
nouncement of next to last week 
hypoed this slightly to $4.500 after 


$4,000 last week _ 
Warner WR 9 164 44-74 
, lavbe 
“Fountainhead WB Ma} be 
$14,000 Last eek sride ot 
Vengeance Pat pallid $12,000 
Trans-Lux (T-L 654: 44-80 a 
“Tulsa” (EL Petering out to 
$4.000 in 4th week. Last week, 


1 $4,500. 


Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 70-95)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Slim $7,000. Last week. $9.- 
000. 

Downtown 


(Balaban) (2.900; 70- 





95 Storv” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Down to $5.000. Last week, 
$7,000. 


Frisco Okay: Steal 


‘Sand Hotcha 21446, ‘City Sock 206 


Francisco, July 5 
good with plenty 
Warfield hypoed 
personals 
Calhoun and 


San 
Holiday biz 
visitors on street 
by opening da) 
headed by Rory 
Stevens. Paramount holding well, 
with Golden Gate setting fine pace 
with Mitchum pic. Orpheum helped 
by excellent publicity and exploi- 
tation 
Estimates for 
Golden Gate (RKO) 
“The Big Steal 
*Rustlers” (RKO 
week, “Dumbo 
Amigo RKO 
$14.000 


ot stars 


Mark 


This Week 
(2.844: 60-85) 
(RKO and 
Heft, $20,000 
" (RKO) and 
both re- 


Last 
Saludos 
issues big 

Fox (FW 4.651: 60-95 
Fountainhead” (WB) ‘(2d 
$15.500. Last week. $18,500 

Warfield (FWC) (2.656: 60-85 
Sand” (20th Big. $21,500. Last 
week, “The Red Menace” «Re p and 
“Flaming Fury” (Rep), weak $11.- 
500 

Paramount 
“Sorrowtul Jones 


zon Quest” (FC) 


‘The 
Okay 


(Par) (2.646 
"+Par) and 
(2d wk). 


60-85 )— 
*Ama- 
Holding 


Bway Biz as Hot as the Weather 


Thanks to Tourists; Deluxers Boom: 


Music Hall $155,600, Roxy $100,000 


Independence Day weekend dipping to $8,000 after big $14.500 


helped take the heat off Broadway opener. Holds for a third round 
film business this session, despite Mayfair (Brandt) 1,736 50- 
the record-breaking temperatures, $1.20 “Red Menace Rep 2d 
Although several of Live straicht Wk! Jad review heat cuttun Into 
film houses took a beatin <cellent campaign, dumping se¢ 
flux of tourists helped OSSC el ond week's tak to thin SY.000 
( lly exceed expe ati r tel big $15,000 tecolt! Hh 
of tl ce Ke] | t ) < il RKO take over Saturdays 
their } } ) 
R . Cit \ 7 Palace {RKO l 
a x a : , | { liy WI 
nit } 
i\ I \\ $2 
V Lo 1< y 1 ee | eA ek ( r » 
nil : } }? 23 RKO \ \ 1a | 
4} iH ( ) I< ov VI () ()) 
~) t | 
smash » 000 fo ‘ es over film pat b ‘ 
most $10.000 above last oO Thurs.) with n \ cle \ 
take. Roxv. with “House of Stran- 0U ere P 
gers’ and Janet Bla Herb Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
. ' , Sorr fu Jones }? il 
Shrine) and Blackburn hwins — Saab ul gcd tage wnEN 
headlinin the stage lavout eg boul Prima orch, others on stage 
. } wl ° t litt ‘ " 
fared well with fine $100,000 an a sete a itt tron { 
] I ur -e Ke t , 00 
marked for the week w rth weekend to neat dO DOO 
Clarl ; only $1,000 under previous round’s 
\ N ean S ines iv hefty — $64,000 “Great Gatsby” 
ny umbel an Lay miu } | Par y ‘) 
r) next Wednesday (13 
\ . \ . th Vey A} . le | >“) y 
pos rt ‘eo Bert Wheel! Hal Park Avenue il (583: $1.20- 
.eRoyv and others on stage. is lift $?.40)—‘Hamlet”’ ) ] | 
amet (41st \\ 
ing the ¢; pitol to 1 frit s75.000 ‘ { 
Weel :{ ‘ \lso lifted by holiday trade. extra 
ee ne > ( | hel 1 , . ro 9 
ie > tH ae yo in y Ag ! performances to good 2 300 ifter 
N i ( On » ’ ) oy 
» I a “take win re Colo do okay $7.400 for previous frame 
Territory pits Red Ingle oreh Holds 


others on stage 


“age dipped to ultra-thin Radio City Music Hall (Rocke 
~ fellers) (5,945: 80-$2.40) Silver 
“Lost Boundaries” started slow Lining” (WB) and July 4 Pageant 

at the Astor but is building strone- and stageshow 2d wk) Week's 

lv via word-of-mouth, good reviews winner with smash $155.000— in 

and a neat campaign. sightine a sight for frame ending § tonight 

robust $27,000 for the teeoff. Har Wed.), just $10,000 over the open 
old Lloyd reissue, “Movie Crazy ing week’s take Best biz since 
is bringing the Globe up to an okay Easter and holds. of course 
$18,000 opener, and the Palace. on Rialto (Mage) (594: 44-98) lron 
the strength of its vaude policy, Crown” (Indie) (4th wk). Sailors 
is climbing to a fine $24,500 from the visiting fleet helped this 
Estimates for This Week one to fine $10,500, after last 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300: 60-$1.50) Week's okay $9,000. Holding at 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC). Started least one more stanza . 
slow but bui'ding via word-of Rivoli (U AT-Par) (2 092; 60-$1.25) 
mouth, strong campaign to robust ~~ Pa@ke False Step” (U) (2d wk) 
$27.000 for first week ending to- !0oK it on the chin with poor $7,- 
night (Wed ) In ahead. final eight 900 for second round, after fair 
days of “We Were Strangers” (Col). $14,000 opener. Holds under pres 
dull $5.000 ent plans, with “Come to Stable” 
Biiou (City Inv.) (589: $1.20 20th) opening July 28. after for- 
$2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (37th Ma! preem the niglit before. — 
wk). Rode well on holiday tourist Roxy (20th) 19,600; _ $1.80 
crest to okay $8,500. about $1000 House of Strangers (20th) with 
over previous week's take Con- Janet Blair, Herb Shriner, Black- 

ry eee burn Twins, others onstage \n- 
Capitol (Loew's) (4.820: 80-$1 50) ong ng ae with $100.000 ov bet- 
Sane Number Can Play” (ML) el or teeo frame ending Lomor- 
, : row (Thurs.) on basis of $72,000 in 

with Hal Melntyvrée oreh Bert till over four-day eke 
: ms ; r-day weekend In 

Wheeler, Hal LeRoy, Thelma Car- ahead. “Hi: eas Sia tai S ; 

penter others onstage Holiday jonny) ee ee 


: ‘ (20th), plus stages \ ‘adline 
weekend helped slightly. with good _m tageshow headlined 


$75,000 sighted for first frame end- 2% Andrews Sisters, mild $60,000 
inw tonight (Wed) com tam. | third-final round. , ; 

“Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G) plus gue ys ™ 8) (3.450 90-51 ver rf 
Alvino Rey orch, Jerry Lester top- reat’) Sinner’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


Holidayers passed this one by, with 


weak $41.500 thin $30,000 sighted for first stanza 


Criterion (Moss) (1.700; 50-$1.75) 


ping stagebill. 


>> , : Na : j ending last night (Tues.) Last 
7 Lust for Gold” (Col). Got its week, “Barkleys of Broadway” (M- 
share of tourist trade. with hefty (3) dull $10,000 for eighth-final ses- 
$22.000 or better for first stanza gion. 
ending Friday (8) night. In ahead, Strand (WB) (2,756; 70-$1.50)— 


(Col) and “Never 


ireissues! wotind 


Girl” 
(Col) 


“Cover 


ae “Colorado Territory 
Lovelier 


" (WB) (2d wk) 


aiai pill Gieas ‘indi -adiie” tale Lone vaudfilm house to miss the 
$14.000 crowds, pulling ultra-thin $20.000 
Globe (Brandt) (1.500: 50-$1.20) for round, after fair $50,000 teeolt 
—“Mevie Cray" (MPSC)  ire- week, No new booking set vel. 
issue). Llovd oldie responsible tor ae (¢ # ob i, woe, 4 
okay $18.000 on first round ending *':-0¥)— Home of Brave’ (UA) (8th 
Friday (8) night. “Champion” (UA) ic ge song re ble at about 
wound 12th and final week with %!2-000, after $15,000 for previous 
good $8,500. highly profitable run frame. | Stays until about July 27, 
Gotham (Brandt) (900: 44-99) when Window (RKO) takes over. 
“Geronimo” (Par) (reissue) (2d Sutton | (R&B) (361; 70-$1.20)— 
wk). Not much holiday, trade here, Quartet” (EL) (15th wk). Four- 
teenth week ended Monday (4) very 

nice at $10,000, after doing same 


13th roand. Stays. 





Hefty $20,000, = © 


‘Daughter’ 196, 176 For 
‘Fountainhead’ in Balto 


Baltimore, 


July 5 


to fine $18.500. Last week. tremen- Extra-strong lineup. offsetting 
dous $27,000 holiday exodus, is reflecting itself 
St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85) in all downtown figures this week 


“Edward. My Son” (M-G) (3d wk'. In the leac is “Nenture’s Daugh- 
Only $7.500. Last week. thin $9,000. ter” at Loew’s Century. and “The 
Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448: 55- Fountainhead.” at the Stanley. 
85)—"City Across River” (U) and “Champion” is also taxing the tim- 
“Ring side (SG). Sock $22.000. Last ited capacity of the Mavfair to one 
week, “Lust for Gold” (Col) and. of its best grosses 
“Kazan” (Col) (2d wk), fair $11.500 Hippodrome, one of few spots 
United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207; sticking to vaude throughout the 
55-85’)—‘Home of the Brave UA) years. announced a return to “big 
(4th wk). Fine $9,500. Last week. time” vaude, a la New § York's 
nice $6,400 Palace, and brouczht its usual five- 
Stagedoor (Ackerman) (370: $1.20 act bill up to eight. sans emcee or 
to $2.40)—"Red Shoes EL) (6th stage band, and indications point 
wk). Neat $8.000. Last week. fine toa nice lift at the b.o 
$7,800 Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (No. Coast 955: 55-85 Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000: 20- 
—“[llegal Entry Li and “West of 60'—‘Neptune’s Daughte1 M-G 
Laramie U) Fair $9.000.) Last Fine $19,000. Last week. “Edward. 
week liome of the Brave UA) My Son” (M-G) steady $13,200 
3d wk), $5,600 Hippodrome (Rappaport 2.240: 
Clay Roesne! 400: 65-85 20-70i|\—“*Massacre Rivet Mono! 
Quiet Week-knd Indie and plus vaude. Strong bally built 
‘Concert Magic” (Indie! ‘reissue around increased flesh is paying 
$2,800. Last week. “Volpone” (In- off at the b.o. getting all the credit 
die) (3d wk), $2,400. ‘ (Continued on page 25) 
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Israel, in First Year, 


Sees Film | 
Production Set Up on Large Scale 





Tel Aviv, June 26. ¢ 

The first year of Israel’s exist- | 
ence as an independent state saw 
considerable activity in the field 
of film production. Several com- 
panies have completed films to 
their credit and have laid plans 
for the future. Most active in 
this connection is Palestine Films, 
with offices in Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv 
and New York, and headed by Nor- 


man Lourie and Joseph Krumgold 
Their first feature, “Dream No 
More.” is scheduled for release in 
New York in the fall. 


Four other documentaries, titled 
“Israel Reborn” (released through 
20th-Fox), “Israel In Action,” 
“Negba” and “Home Coming 1949” 
now in distribution. This com- 

has a number of other docu- 
mentaries in production, particu- 
larly the film ‘48 Hours a Day 
{two-reeler), ‘“‘Haganah” (two- 
reeler), “Folk Dances of Israel” 
(color). The company has plans for 
a second feature to follow “Dream 
No More.” 

A second company in active pro- 
duction is Carmel Films, headed by 
Natan Axelrod. This company, with 
the support of the Israeli Ministry 
of Interior, produces a fortnightly 
newsreel titled “Carmel News,” ex- 
clusively for distribution in Israel. 
A third group, headed by Joshua 
Brandstaetter, is crystalizing plans 
for the establishment of studio fa- 
cilities for the benefit of foreign | 
and local producers. 

During the year, important film 
personalities have visited Israel. 
Director Fred Zinneman was here 
with writer Stuart Stern, accom- 
panied by Montgomery Clift. John 
Summerfield, writer Joseph Leytes 
and cameraman Lorry Friedman, | 
visited Israel from London and 
produced a documentary short. 

Palestine Films brought Victor 
Vicas as cameraman-director and 

Richard Bagly as combat camera- 
man, to cover the Arab-Israel war. 

A further feature is now in pro- 
duction by the Palestine Founda- 

tion Fund, titled “The Blessing 
and the Curse.” 
Israel’s First Studio 


Work began this week on a 
$600,000 motion picture studio— 
Israel’s first—in Herzlia, near here. 
The 20-acre lot will be rented to 
local and foreign producers. 

The enterprise, which is linked 
with Hollywood through an advis- 
ory council of leading studio per- 
sonalities, may be used by Yank 
companies who have $600,000 in 
earnings frozen here by currency 
restrictions. 

The American Associates of Is- 
rael, pic company with branches 
in L.A., Chi and N.Y., has a 50% 
interest in the project and will ex- 
port equipment from the U. S. Is- 
raeli partners will construct a lab- 
oratory and sound stage on land 
allocated by the Jewish National 
Fund. 


are 
pany 


‘ 





Biz Bad at Paris Opera, 
Opera Comique; Hirsch | 


Tries U. S. Guester Hypo. 


Paris, July 5. 

Slumping attendance at the 
Opera and Opera Comique has 
forced the management to lean to- 
ward a guest star policy in the 
hopes of stimulating business. Re- 
cently Kirsten Flagstad grossed 
$4.500 in ‘“‘Tristan” in German, al- 
though ‘Faust’ grossed only $1,800 
and the Opera ballets took in 
even less. Mozart’s “Marriage of 
Figaro” was also disappointing 

Georges Hirsch, director of both 
houses. is trying to book U. S. bal- 
lerina Tamara Toumanova at either 
theatre. Now at Covent Garden, 
London, Miss Toumanova is not be- 
lieved likely to play Paris this 
year, and in any event the dancer's 
appearance will have to be ap- 
proved by Marquis de Cuevas’ 
Grand Ballet de Monte Carlo. to 
which she is under contract. Top 
salary for a Parisian star is $150 
monthly, but it’s understood that 
Hirsch has secured government ap- 
proval to pay the ballerina three 
fimes as much. 





Rome Raw Stock Scarce 
Rome, June 28. 
Raw stock in Rome is scarce. At 
this time. only British and Italian 
s ure in production in [taly. 


j;ners and 20th-Fox 
porarily averted due to efforts of | 


Mex Union Boycott Of 
Olympiad Pic Fizzles 


Mexico City, July 5. 

Citv government’s 
nipped the boycott the National 
Cinematographic Industry Workers 
Union ‘STIC) had ordered for the 
J. Arthur Rank tinter of the Lon- 
don Olympiad Pie got off big 
30) at Cine Olympia, one of 
the three first-run houses of the 
Cadena de Oro ‘Golden Chain), big 
iocal cinema circuit. Preem was 
hypoed by the stage presentation 


the 


endorsement | 


of the winner of a 3,000-meter race | 


here. Exhibition indicates Mexico- 
wide screening for the pic which 
Eagle Lion is distributing. ‘ 

STIC ordered the boycott as re- 
taliation for the banning of Mexi- 
can newsreel photogs from the 
Olympiad because exclusive pic 
rights had been granted Rank by 
the British government. 


British Exhibs 





| equipment 
| houses caused the municipality to | 


5 Shortage 


Making It Plain 


London, July 5. 
When “The Snake Pit” is shown | 
in the London suburb of Croydon, | 
the foreword, explaining that the 
film does not represent conditions 
in Britain, will have to be repeated 
at the end of the picture. 
This decision was taken by the 
local council by 27 votes to 19 
after specially viewing the pic to 
decide whether it was suitable for 
local presentation. 








Changes Arg. 
Way of Life 


Buenos Aires, June 26. 

The dollar shortage in Argentina 
is affecting entertainment biz in 
more ways than one. On the one 
hand it stymies importation of acts 
which must be paid in dollars. On 
the other hand the inability to im- 
port much needed spares and 
for electric power | 


decree early closing hours for all | 


|type offices and stores, in order | 


| to 


Woo Producers 


| have orders to evict and fine any | 


Gleneagles, Scotland, June 29. 

British cinema exhibitors, meet- 
ing in summer confab here, spoke 
out strongly on two major points 


—video and liaison with pic pro- | 


ducers. They agreed that 
present 
to supply films to the BBC for 
television be continued. 

And they heard that the first 
demonstration to cinema exhibs of 
big-screen TV, with programs 
transmitted from Alexandra Palace 
and the film studios, will be given 
at Penge (London) Odeon in Sep- 
tember. 

Delegates decided to “become 
friendly” with J. Arthur Rank and 
the British Film Producers Assn. 
They formed a body of six to talk 
films with the producers’ group. 


Sir Alexander King, Cinema Ex- | 
hibitors Assn. national prexy, said | 


the new committee weuld put for- 
ward views of exhibs and niake 
suggestions as to type of pix suit- 
able in their, areas. 


Stating.he was suspicious of “pe- | 


culiar committees formed from 
time to time,” Jack Prendergast, 
of York, said: “If the producers 


have learned their lesson, that the | 
| future of the film industry is with | 


the exhibitors, then this commit- 
tee can be of some use.” 





Mayer’s Efforts Avert 
Pic Strike in Tel Aviv 


Tel Aviv, June 28. 
Threat of a strike by employees 
RKO, Paramount, Metro, War- 
has been tem- 


of 


Gerald Mayer, European repre- 


sentative for the Motion Picture 


Assn. of America, who assumed 
complete charge of negotiations 
for the film companies during aj} 


brief visit here. (He’s returned to 
Paris.) Workers were to have 
walked out June 15, when months 
of dickering with the firms for a 
contract calling for better working 
conditions and higher pay proved 
fruitless. 

Asided trom attempting to solve 
the Jabor dispute with the Hista- 
druth (Jewish Labor Union), 
which represents the film employ- 
ees, Maver also conferred with the 
Israel government in an effort to 
obtain an arrangement whereby 
the American companies would be 
able to remit blocked earnings to 
the U. S. All film revenue has 
been frozen since the end of the 
British mandate. 


Mayer in Paris Hosp 
Paris, July 5. 
continental rep 
Picture Assn. of 
bedded in the 
in Paris with 


Maver 
Motion 
has been 
hospital 


Gerald 
for the 
America, 
American 


dysentery on his return from Rome | 


confabs with Spvros Skouras, 20th- 
Fox prexy. 

had also visited Greece 
MPAA business. 


Maver 
and Isreel on 


their | 
trade policy of declining | 


‘instead of dining first and seeing | 


,more business was written than 


ease the strain on the 
down power plants. 
Business .offices, formerly open | 
until 8 p.m. in many cases, must | 
close on the dot of six (janitors 


WOrn- | 
| 


tenants who stay overtime). Retail 
stores must close at 6:30, with the 
exception of markets and _ food 
stores. Although no change has 
been made in closing hours of | 
theatres, film houses, niteries, 
cafes and restaurants, the surge of 
office workers pouring out of of- 
fice buildings at six, floods inte 
the cafes and film theatres. 

This may well bring a change in 
theatre-going habits. Argentines | 
have always been accustomed to 
work very late hours, dining well 
after nine or 10 at night, and tak- 
ing a long lunch hour. Now on be- | 
ing turned out of their offices 
early, they flock to the 6:15 film 
sessions, and go home to dine after, | 


a late pie after. The people feel 
deeply resentful against this en- | 
forced change in their way of liv- 
ing and the government comes ig} 
for heavy criticism. 


British Lion Exec Cites 
Rep’s OK B.0. to Accent 
England Likes Yank Pix 


| 

American pictures still have a 
strong appeal for British filmgo- 
ers, Sidney A. Myers, assistant man- 
aging director of British Lion Film 





| Corp., Ltd., declared in N. Y. prior 


to planing to England after a three- 
week U. S. stay. Citing the pull | 
of Republic product which BL dis- 
tributes in the United Kingdom, 
the exec noted that in a recent | 
17-week Rep sales drive some 48% | 
in the comparable period of. the 
preceding year. 

Despite the fact that BL is ex- 
periencing its “biggest year” in the 
company’s history, Myers observed 
the British boxoffice is off about 
15-20% from last year. He attrib- 
uted the decline to a “seasonal 
drop” combined with a shortage of 
money in the hands of film pa- 
trons. “Vary big” pictures, he 
held, still draw strong attendance 


but lesser films are chiefly re-| 
sponsible for theatremen’s poor 
business. 


Turning to the British industry’s 
outlook, the distribution topper 
feels that conditions are consid- 
erably improved since the govern- 
ment came forward with its Film 
Finance Corp. to aid independent 


filmmakers. While in the U. S.. 
Mvers ms. isited the Coast to scan 
upcoming Rep product and also 


huddled with Rep prez Herbert J. 
Yates. Discussions were also held. 
on a possible arrangement where- | 
by Rep would release several Brit- 
ish pix in the American market. 


PASZTOR IN ISRAEL 


Tel Aviv, June 20. 
Bela Pasztor, wellknown Hun- 
Rarian author and film director, | 
arrived in Israel with his family to 
settle here. 
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| pointed a 


| pears 


| Hadley, 


CEA Nix of 10-Yr.-Old Pix for Brit. TV 


May Cause Rift, Inviting Competition 





Assoc. Brit. Gross Profit 


Up 506 Over Previous Yr. 


London, July 5. 
Associated British Picture Corp., 
for the year ended March 31 last, 
revealed a trading profit of $8,- 
155,048, slightly more than $50,000 
up on the previous year. 
Increased allocations for depre- 
ciation and amortization as well as 


interest on fixed charges has 
meant a slight drop in the net 
profit, which is now shown as 


$1,802,452, a decline of $153,152. 

Payment of final dividend of 
121% makes, with the interim 
payment of 732%, a total of 20%, 
which compares with 22!2% for 
the previous year. 


S. Africa Mulls 
Film Quotas 


Cape Town, June 28. 
Government is reported once 
more investigating the stepping up 





'of South African film production, 


and that John Grierson, controller 
of the film division of the British 


| State Information Office, has been 
| invited to come out and assist as a 


one-man committee. 
The previous government 
committee to 


ap- 


——_ 


investi- | 


gate the production of films in the | 


committee’s recom- 
mendations were that the state 
should subsidize this, and that a 
definite amount of screen time for 
South African 


Union. This 


With the elections and the re- 
sulting change of government, the 
matter was shelved, but it now ap- 
that steps are being taken 
to implement these recommenda- 
tions. 

The industry didn’t take very 
kindly to the idea of a quota system 
when it was broached 
ago. It was then pointed out that 


ithe films being produced (mostly 


shorts and documentaries plus two 


/or three full-length Afrikaans dia- 


log features) were quite adequate 
for local requirements. The lim- 
ited market meant heavy financial 
loss for more ambitious film pro- 
duction unless the pictures were 
good enough for British and Amer- 
ican screening. : 


films should be in- | 
| sured by a quota system. 


| lead 


London, July 5. 
A compromise formula, which 
jadvocated that films exhibited be- 
|fore 1939 should be made available 
for TV, has been given the nix by 
the General Council of the 
|Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. at 


its summer conference at Glen- 
eagles. 

Exhibs made it clear that they 
would not stand for any form of 


competition with the government 
monopoly TV service and pointed 
out that even oldies made 15 years 
ago still have substantial boxoffice 
appeal. 

Proposal for the compromise was 
put forward to the CEA by its gen- 
eral secretary, Walter R. Fuller, 
who suggested that a negative at- 
titude would inevitably lead to a 
rift in the industry. He advocated 
that the trade should not bar, for 
an experimental period of one year, 
films more than 10 years old. He 
warned that failure to make an 
agreement on these lines would 
the BBC to seek films from 
other sources and also to under- 
take production on their own ac- 
count, for which they have pur- 
chased the necessary equipment. 

Rejection of the Fuller memo- 
randum means that the exhibiting 
industry is fighting for the reten- 
tion of the status quo and will not 
yield ground until there is some 
indication that there will be some- 
thing in return from the BBC. And 
the minimum theatre owners ac- 
cept will be the right to televize 
from an industry-owned studio di- 
rect to their own theatres. 

Although having previously 
agreed to a cautious policy so far 
as big-screen TV was concerned, 
exhibs will, with other sections of 


|the industry, press for facilities to 


| still 


some time | 


receive BBC and private programs 
when the inquiry into the new BBC 
charter starts its work under the 
chairmanship of Lord Beveridge. 
Exhibiting interests, notably the 
Rank and Bernstein groups, are 
hoping that there will be a 
government greenlight which will 
enable them to put on studio to 
theatre TV shows by the fall of 
this year. 





Brit. Film Distribution 


Hassle Brings $85,000 
—. - Damage Suit in N. Y. 


Maurice J. Wilson, who entered 
into a five-year distribution deal 


| with International Film Classics in 


| 


So far there has been no com-| 1946, has filed an $85,000 breach 
ment from the industry anent this | Of contract action in N. Y. supreme 


new move. 


~ 


Seidelman Cautious 
On Europe’s Outlook 





court against IFC. Plaintiff claims 
that when he took over a quantity 
of pictures from IFC in 1946 for 


‘distribution and exhibition in the 
'United Kingdom the defendant 


represented the entire batch of pix 
to be “all-talking.” Later, he as- 


Sharp decline in European the- | serts, some 60 out of 200 two-reel 
comedies proved to be non-talking. 


atre business is reported by Joseph 


| H. Seidelman, Universal's foreign 
| chief, on his return to the U. S. 
, last week from a seven-week trip 
‘through the continent. 


Declaring 
that the film outlook in Europe is 
currently ‘‘most uncertain,’ Seidel- 
man estimated that grosses were 
off 20%-25°% from last year. 
Seidelman attributed part of the 
slide from a previous peak to the 


| fact that “the cost of living is fan- 


tastically high.” Both exhibs and 
the public have been growing in 
creasing selective, he said. 

U’s foreign topper will name an 
American to head the company’s 


/new German operations within 30 


days. Rest of the staff will be 
German. U, along with other com- 
panies, expects to open its office 
before the first of the year. 
Seidelman thinks U has one big 
advantage when the company goes 
into its own German operations. It 
has several German-language pix 
starring Francisca Gaal which Jo- 
seph Pasternak produced in 1935 
just before the Nazis closed down 
on the American companies. Pix, 
never played before for the Teu- 
tons, will tee off the company’s 


1950 program. 
| 





Par’s Hadley, Levi in U.S. 


Pilade Levi, Paramount’s branch 
Manager in Rome, and _ Russell 
company's general man- 
ager in India, are currently visit- 
ing the U. S. Levi is on the Coast 
for a one-week stay. 

Hadley arrived Monday 
New York and is huddling 
Paramount execs. 


(4) in 


| & Hardy films. 


Aside from the shorts, several 
full-length features are involved in 
the agreement as well as 18 Laurel 
Wilson, who paid 


| £1,200 for the 35 m and 16m rights 
'to the pictures in the U.K., also 
| wants the court to cancel his pur- 


| chase on 125 of the pictures. 


Suit 


| came to light last week when the 
| plaintiff's motion to examine an 
| IFC officer was denied by Justice 


’ 


Aron J. Steuer. Court, however, 


| granted leave to renew the motion 
; at a later date. 


In its answers, IFC makes a gen- 


‘eral denial of all allegations and 
'asks dismissal of the action. A 


| 
| 
| 


$7,500 counterclaim is also enter- 
ed. Defendant contends that when 
the “46 deal was made, Wilson was 
supposed to assume the cost of the 
prints. It’s stated that out of a 
total print expense of $13,500, he 
allegedly paid only $6,000. IFC's 
papers also point out that prior to 
the start of Wilson's suit the de- 
fendant assigned all its film rights 
to the International Optima Corp. 
and liabilities, if any, have beet 
assumed by Optima. 





Manila Pix Guild First Anni 
Manila. June 21. 
The Philippine Motion Picture 
Guild will mark its first anni with @ 


‘celebration at Manila hotel’s Fiesta 


with | 


Pavillion July 10. The affair will 
be directed by Oscar Mores) 
Sampaguita Pictures’ star, who Wl! 


be assisted by filmites, studio offi- 
cials and members of 
directorate. . 

Proceeds of the celebration will 
go to the guild’s benefit fund. 


the guild's 
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Still Tough Sledding for U.S. Pix Reps | 





In Argeni 


ina: British Pact a Setback 


+ 





Buenos Aires, June 26. 
It’s still tough sledding for rep- 
resentatives of the Eric Johnston 
office in Buenos Aires, who are | 
trying to negotiate import permits 


for U. S. films with Argentine 
financial authorities. 

Pressure brought by U. S. au- 
thorities to try and shorten the 
duration of the Anglo-Argentine 
trade pact, which will create a 
favorable situation for British im- 
ports to Argentina for five years, 
has annoved Argentine Ministers, 


creating another problem for U. S. 
film people. 

Anglo pact, covering many com- 
modities. also means that British 
pix will start coming into the mar- 
ket once more, competing for play- 
ing dates with U. S., Italian and 
local pix. 

It’s now clear that the American 
negotiators will not be able to get 
their pix on the market unless they 
have some compensating bid to of- 
fer, with the Argentine negotiators 
holding out for the sale of 20 of 


their best pix, for exhibition in the | 


U.S., or for distribution in Mexico 
and other Spanish-speaking coun- 
tries through U. S. distrib organi- 
zations. 

Joaquin Rickard, representing 
the Johnston office, has had several 
very brief talks with Argentine Min- 
isters during the past week. Rick- 
ard is due in Quito very soon, and 
also has appointments in Peru and 
Chile on the west coast, so it is 


hoped that some preliminary agree- | 


ment may be reached in the next 
fortnight. 





Broadway's ‘Young’ Flop 
Looks Hit in London; 
Heat Slows Skinner B.0. 


London, July 5. 
Two West End openings last 
week resulted in a hit and a miss. 
N. Richard Nash's “The Young and 
Fair” flopped on Broadway last 


season, but the enthusiastic recep- | 
Thursday ; 


tion accorded it here 
(30) at the St. Martin’s 4ndi- 
cates a successful run. Sensitively 
acted by Marie Ney, Jane Baxter 
and Tilsa Page, the play was warm- 
ly received by both press and pub- 
lic. The offering was given an ex- 
cellent production by Willard 
Stoker and Martin Beckwith. Stoker 
also directed. 

A drab sex drama set in the 
Scottish slums, Benedick Scott’s 
“The Walking Shadow,” was pre- 


sented at the Playhouse last Wed- | 


nesday (29). Though excellently 
acted and directed, the heavy sub- 
ject-matter is unlikely to appeal to 
hot-weather audiences. Presented 
by the Musikart Society, “Shadow” 
stars Freda Jackson, 


Duncan, Masie Hill and Howard 
Connell in support. 
chell produced. 


Opening at the peak of the heat- 
wave adversely affected attend- 
ance for Cornelia Otis Skinner’s 
preem at the St. James, 
she made her English debut 20 
vear ago. That did not detract 


from the merits of the reception | 


of her one-woman show. which was 
hailed as a superb combination of 
comedy and characterization, rang- 
ing from a typical American tour- 
ist in Paris to the six wives of 
Henry VIII. 


connoisseurs. 


NEW MEX-U. $. GROUP 
TO MAKE BILINGUAL PIX 


Mexico City, June 28. 
Filmadora’ Internacional. has 
been organized here’ by American 
and Mexican interests to make pix 
in Spanish and_ English. Gen. 





Jgnacio M. Beteta. chief of the gov- | 


ernment’s munitions 
and brother of Finance Minister 
Ramon Beteta, is prez. Ryland 
Madison heads the U. S. interests. 

Filmadora is readying its first 
pic, “Furia Roja” (‘Red Fury”). 
Akim Tamiroff has been inked as 
top player ot the English version. 
Carlos Lopez Moctezuma, Oscared 
as Mexico’s best dramatic actor of 
1948. heads the cast of the Span- 
ish version. 


department 


with Jack | 
Stewart, Roddy McMillan, Archie | 


Robert Mit- | 


where | 


For its limited season | 
it should appeal to entertainment 


al 


Ustinov’s New Play 
For Edinburgh Fest 


Edinburgh, June 27. 

New play, completed last week 
by British author-actor-producer 
Peter Ustinov. will replace ‘““Mary’s 
from Home,” the Charles and Mary 
Lamb play, at this fall’s Interna- 
tional Festival, Edinburgh. 

It titled, “The Man in the 
Raincoat,” and Ustinov says it’s his 
most ambitious yet. Play opens at 
Edinburgh Lyceum, with cast still 
to be named. Author is unlikely 
to appear. 


S. Africa Readies 


For Comm! Radio 


Cape Town, June 28. 

South African advertising firms 
are already ‘making  longrange 
plans so as to get in on the ground 
floor when commercial radio starts 
some time next year. The larger 
concerns are opening radio divi- 
sions, and, although much secrecy 
surrounds these activities, it is be- 
lieved that radio-wise overseas ex- 
perts are being imported to staff 
these departments. 


1S 





| begun to build up a disk library 
comprising every variety of pro- 
;gram. In addition, local talent is 
| being auditioned so that live shows 
/can be readied to suit individual 
| clients’ ideas. 

| The South African Broadcasting 
Corp. has promised to give 
months’ warning before it’s ready 
to start airing the “‘C” programs, 
and at the same time, it’s expect- 
ed, it will announce rates for radio 
time. The race will then be on 
to secure the best time for spon- 
sors and also, of course, to bid for 
the sponsors’ interest in available 
programs. 

Meanwhile, although technical 
preparations are going ahead in 
others centers for the installation 
of equipment to carry the third 
|“C” program, so far as Cape Town 
|/is concerned, the existing studios 
are hopelessly inadequate, and 
'temporary premises for the com- 
|mercial programs will have to be 
| found. 


The vacillating policy of the | 


SABC regarding new Cape Town 
studios has caused some amuse- 
ment here, and the Board of Gov- 
ernors has now announced the pur- 
/chase of a further vacant site at a 
|cost of £48,300 ($194,900). The 
SABC is' still holding two other 
sites, on each of which it was an- 


nounced at the time of purchase | 
that ‘studios of which Cape Town | 


can be proud will be erected.” 

It is recalled that the recent 
Broadcasting Commission in its re- 
| port said scathingly “some of the 
properties purchased by the Board 
of Governors could probably be 
sold at a profit, but the function of 
the corporation is 
broadcast service and not to enter 
the real estate business.” 


Cecil Marks Quitting 
London Films in Aussie 


Sydney, June 23. 

Cecil Marks, general sales man- 
ager for Korda’s L6éndon Films in 
the Aussie sector, has resigned. 
Understood he’s undecided wheth- 
er to seek another film post or re- 
turn to the insurance brokerage 
biz. Marks was formerly manag- 
ing director here for United Art- 
ists. He was also with 20th-Fox 
for a while. Col. Waiters, Korda’s 
Aussie rep, is handling the setup. 
It’s doubtful if another g.s.m. will 
be appointed. 


‘Shepherd’ at Midnight 


Edinburgh, June 30. 
Old Scots pastoral comedy, “The 
Gentle Shepherd,” will be staged 
in special lighting at midnight in 
the 120-vear-old Royal High 
School of Edinburgh during this 





vear’s International Festival. Scene 
has been altered from ‘the ancient 
Signet 
, electrical 
necessary. 


Library because’ specia! 
installations were found 


| ematographic 


Emelco’s New Tie 


Buenos Aires, July 5. 

After long negotiations, a con- 
tract was signed June 24 between 
Emeleco Studios and Cinemato- 
grafica Interamericana (Guth- 
mann) for distribution by the lat- 
ter of all Emelco material. 

This is an excellent deal for 
Emelco, as Interamericana is the 
only one of the local companies 
which has extensive distribution 
setups abroad, and is especially 
strong in Mexico, where it also 
goes in strongly for production. 


8 U.S. Pix Majors in Mex 
To Talk With Union Head 
On 50% Pay Hike Demand 


Mexico City, July 5. 
Managers of the eight major U.S. 
pic companies operating in Mexico 
have been invited by Pedro Tellez 
Vargas, boss of the National Cin- 
Industry Workers 





| While on Indef Rome Stay 


Union (STIC), to have talks about | 


the two-year pact they made with 
their help, who are STIC mem- 
bers, in 1947, which expires in Au- 
gust. 


Info is that STIC again wants a | 
of a} 
Strike was | 


50% pay hike, with threat 


strike as alternative. 


averted in 1947 by allowing a gen- | 


eral 20% lift. If there’s a strike, 
only foreign pix available in Mex- 
ico will be these of Rep, SRO, 
Mono, Argentinians and some Eu- 
ropeans distributed by Jorge Dada, 


and French and Spanish by small 


It’s known that some firms have | 


Six | 


to provide a. 


But 
there'll be no 


indie distributors. 
trade opinion is 
strike. 

STIC has a similar matter to take 
up with Mexican producers and 
distributors this month. 
is that this case will be settled 
quicker than that with the Ameri- 
cans because the Mexicans are bet- 
ter off in the matter of pesos than 
are the Hollywoodians who are get- 
ting much less coin now, with the 
dollars costing 8.65 pesos, than they 
did last July when it still only cost 
4.85 pesos. 

U. S. majors are 20th-Fox, Par, 
Col, WB, U-I, RKO, Metro, and 
VA. 





Robinson Italo Pic Set 
For July 17 Starting Date 


Rome, June 28. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Robin- 
'son and son Manny arrived in 


general | 


Aussie Amusement Centers Hurt 
"As Mining Strike Dims Down Under 





+ Sydney, July 5. 


| As all Australia continues in the 


Lasky, Jr, to Write DP Pic grip of a week-old strike of some 


Rome, June 28. 

Jesse Lasky, Jr., and Mrs. Lasky 
arrived in Italy last week for an 
indefinite stay. While in Rome, 
Lasky will write the screen adap- 
tation for a film about displaced 
persons in a concentration camp 
in Italy, from a story by Geza Rad- 
vanyi, producer and director of the 


made-in-Hungary film, “Some- 
where in Europe.” The picture 
will star Simone Simon. 


Film distributors Ilya Lopert and 
Rudy Solmsen will be the  pro- 
ducers, as well. The tentative title 
is “Sabina.”’ 


Arg. Pix Producers 
Shift to Chile 


Shortages of raw stock and tech- 
nical equipment in their own coun- 





try are causing some Argentine 
producers to make pictures in 


Chile where the situation is not so 
critical. Trend toward the use of 
Chile ®s a site for production was 
revealed in New York last week 


| dustry, 


by Jacob Ben-Ami who starred in | 


“Esperanza” (‘Hope’) which was 
partially made in both Argentina 


/and Chile. 


Opinion | 


Ben-Ami 
greater availability of film ma- 
terials in Chile could be ascribed 
to that country’s more advantag- 
eous trade agreements with the 
U.S. Before the cameras for eight 
months, “Esperanza” was recently 
wrapped up with a budget of $600,- 
000 by producer Manuel Pena Rod- 
riquez. Film’s international dis- 
tribution will be handled by United 
Artists. 

A Spanish-language pic, “Esper- 


|; anza”’ traces the history of a group 
|of European emigrants who came 


|to the Argentine about 1860. Film | 


preems in Santiago, Chile, July 19 
and opens at the Cine Opera, 
Buenos Aires, about Aug. 12. UA 


| also contemplates a Broadway un- 
| veiling late this summer via prints 


‘Rome from Paris by plane, and | 


‘Robinson surprised reporters by 
speaking to them in Italian. 

Robinson is here to play the lead 
in a film, 
be produced 
Gregory Ratoff, who in the 
\States at this time. However, 
Charles Moses, production manager 
of the Ratoff setup here, has an- 
nounced July 17 as the starting 
date, location to be in San Remo, 
on the Italian Riviera. 

Mrs. Robinson, an artist in her 
own name, recently had an exhibi- 
tion of her works in Paris to which 
more than 2,000 persons came the 
‘first day. 
showings planned in other places 


is 


so will be unable to get her collec- | 


tion to Rome for a show here. 
Manny Robinson will be second 
/ assistant on the film when it starts. 








Current London Shows 


| (Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, July 5. 

“Ann Veronica,” Piccadilly (7). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (109). 
“Beau Stratagem,” Lyric (10). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty (12). 
“Belinda Fair,” Strand (15). 
“Black Chiffon,’”’ West (10). 
“Champagne Delilah,” New (4). 
“Daphne,” Wynd, (15). 
“Dark of Moon,” Ambas’dor (12). 
“Foolish Gent’w’'n,” Duch. (19). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (67). 
“Harvey,” Wales (27). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (23). 
“Her Excellency,” Hipp (2). 
“Ice Cycles,” Empress (2). 
“Lady’s Burning,” Globe (9). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (16). 


“Lilac Time,” Palace (11). 
“Male Animal,” New (2). 
“Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (114). 


“On Monday Next,’ Comedy (5). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (31) 
“Sauce Tartare,’ Cambridge (7). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (30). 
“Third Visiter,” York's (4) 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (117) 
“Two Dozen Roses.” Lyric (6). 
“Walking Shadow,” Playh’se (2) 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (115). 
i “Young & Fair,” Si. Martins (2). 


“My Daughter, Joy,” to. 
and directed by | 


She has several other | 


with superimposed English titles. 

Picture marks the second film 
which Rodreguez has delivered to 
UA for distribution. His initialer 
was ‘“‘Mirad Los Lirios del Campo” 


felt the reason for a | 


| 23,000 coal miners, it’s anticipated 
that the government will drasti- 
|cally curtail gasoline supplies of 
| film theatres in order to save the 
fuel for essential services. Most 
houses have been using gasoline 


to operate emergency powey 
plants. In the event curtailment 
comes, the order would automati- 


cally reduce schedules of key thea- 
tres from four daily shows to on}v 
two. 


With the walkout called on one 
of the country’s chilliest days in 
years, many film theatres through- 
out Aussie were forced to shutter 
when the power failed. Sole bright 
spot is the legit situation, as yet 
unaffected. Despite threats that 
their fuel may be discontinued. the- 
atres housing “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” “Oxlahoma!,” “Fly Away Pe- 
ter,” “Present Laughter” and Ki- 
wis Concert Troupe have been 
meeting the crisis successfully 
operating their own 
power plants. 

Elsewhere in Sydney David Mar- 
tin’s Tivoli, a vaude house, is dark 
since it has no auxiliary source of 
power. Strike has also caused 
several acts to return to Britain 
and in an effort to prevent a com- 
plete fold of the amusement in- 
show business chiefs are 
huddling with government officials. 
Miners’ stoppage has been violent- 
ly opposed by Prime Minister Jo- 


by 
emergency 


|seph B. Chifley, who has refused to 
| bow to demands of the pit workers. 


| 


(“Behold the Lilies of the Field’). | 


“Esperanza,” incidentally, is Ben- 
Ami’s firm venture into films. 
veteran actor who starred with the 
Jewish Art Theatre, he previously 
had snubbed Hollywood. Thesp 
accepted the “Esperanza” role, he 
said, since he was offered his “‘ar- 
tistic freedom.” 





‘Tale of Five Cities’ Now 
In Paris Shooting Stage 


Paris, June 28. 

“Tale of Five Cities,” being pro- 
duced by Alexander Paal, is cur- 
rently in the Paris stage. In every 
one of the five cities where finan- 
cing takes the shooting, so as to 
use locally frozen funds, a differ- 
ent scripter and director take the 
helm. 


A | 





Hylton Will Shutter 
‘Again’ After 22 Yrs. To 
Give Revue Cast Rest 


London, June 29. 
Jack Hylton revue, “Together 
| Again,”’ which has been running at 
the Victoria Palace for two and 
a half years, is finally skedded to 
fold around the end of July 


Although show is still making a 
| profit. Hylton feels the cast. 
| headed by Bud Flanagan, Nervo 
and Knox and Naughton and Gold, 
is in need of a rest, which will last 
| about six weeks, after which the 
group is to appear in a new show. 

During their absence from this 
house, Hylton intends to import a 
continental attraction for a short 
season. 

Gino Arbib, of the Jack Hylton 
office, goes to Canada late August 
where he has booked Beniamino 


| Gigli to do a series of 15 indoor 
and outdoor concerts, opening at 


Montreal Aug. 29. Italian singer 


‘is due to return to his native ltaly 


| Oct. 25 for two months. 
' Arbib has also closed dea! for 
‘Hylton with Remigio Paoni of 


Milan to import his Italian revue, 


In Berlin, the Guenter Weisser- 


born script was directed by Wolf- 
gang Staute. In Vienna. the Rich- 
ard Llewellyn script was directed 
by Geza von Cziffra. In Rome, “Live 
in Peace” scripter Piedro Tellini 
worked with director Romolo Mar- 
cellini. In Paris the Jacques Com- 
paneez script is directed by E. E. 
Reinert, with Bonar Colleano in 
the part of the ex-GI, supported 
by Anne Vernon, Raymond Bus- 
sieres, Annette Poivre and Dany 
Doberson. : 

The last episode will start roll- 
ing in London, July 25, after which 
producer Paal is prepping a U. S. 
trip to get set on distribution there. 


ARG. OK’S ‘AFFAIR’ 


Montevideo, June 29. 

Paramount was finally able to 
release “A Foreign Affair” at the 
Gran Rex theatre, Buenos Aires, 
June 23, but only after the greater 
part of the song “Black Market,” 
sung by Marlene Dietrich, has 
been axed due _ to objections 
from the Municipal Entertainment 
Board. 


titled ‘“‘“Mind I’ll Take You,” star- 
ring Italian comic Toto, currently 
at Naples, which Hylton will pre- 
sent in the West End for a short 
season late November or early 
December. 


MCA PACTS ITALIAN 
ACTRESS, DIRECTOR 


Rome, June 28. 

Italian actress Maria Mercader 
and director Vittorio Di Sica have 
been signed by Music Corp. of 
America for work in the States in 
the near future. 

Di Sica, who directed “Shoe 
Shine,” is an actor as well as dl 
rector. But his contract with MCA 
is for directing only. He 
head instructor of the National 
Academy of Motion Picture-Arts In 
Italy. 





1s 





Easy on Mex Code Violators 
Mexico City, June 28 


Those several local exhibitors 
who were fined by the city s0v- 
ernment amusement supervision 
department for various code viola- 
tions got a big break via the deal 
made for them with the depart 


ment by the national cinemato- 


graphic industry chamber 
Fines for failing to have 
ment okay programs or exhibiting 


depart- 


pix without authorization pli 
cancelled. Exhibitors need ony 
25% of these amounts 10! 


pay 


breaking government regulations 


,if they liquidate by June 30. 
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NEW YORK 

Robert Mochrie, RKO’s distribu- 
tion v.p., shoves off next week on a 
series of regional sales meets with 
Buffalo his first stopover. Accom- 
panying him throughout his trek 
will be Harry J. Michalson, short 
subject sales chief; Sid Kramer, 
Michalson’s aide; M. G. Poller, 
ass’t to Mochrie, and manager of 
exchange operations A. A. Schu- 
bart. Three-day Buffalo meet starts 
Monday (11). From there, troupe 


goes on to Toronto, July 14-15; 
New Orleans, July 18-19; Chicago, 


July 20-22, and San Francisco, 
July 25-27. Division chiefs Nat 


Levy, Charles Boasberg and Walter 
Branson will attend conclaves in 
their sectors. 

The Majestic, Brooklyn, for the 
past eight years owned and 
aperated by the Siritzky Circuit, 
sold to Eagle Show, Inc., headed 
by Louis B. Stackell. Berk & 
Krumgold, theatre realty brokers, 
agented the deal for Siritzky, who 
sold out in order to confine their 
theatres to showing foreign prod- 
uct only. 

Built in 1904 by E. D. Stair of 
Detroit, the Majestic opened with 
Montgomery & Stone in “The 
Wizard of Oz.” The theatre has 
been closed for an extensive over- 
hauling, including airconditioning. 


VANCOUVER 


A $1,000,000 ultra modern ho- 
tel and theatre will be built in 
Prince Rupert by a company with 
J. Arthur Rank hookup. Prince 
Rupert, 1,000 miles north of Van- 
couver, at present is a closed 
Famous Players situation with only 
a 700-seat house there. No 
comment has been made officially 
by Odeon reps here on whether 
they will operate the new house. 

Hymie Singer, operator of State 
here and Rio in Victoria, plans a 


new $50,000 night club. Plans to 
bring in big-name acts. 
Jack Cooperband, former Cal- 


gary local exhib, plans to return 
to show biz with construction of a 
new suburban house. 

Houses here are lending their 
stages to help choose candidates 
for beauty contests. Find they help 
increase business. 

Two theatres to be constructed 
in the province are being designed 
by H. H. Simmonds, Vancouver. 
Planned is a 449-seater at Kere- 
meos costing $45,000 for G. A. 
Gough. A 300-seat house costing 
$22,000 at Golden is being blue- 

rinted for Owen pird, one-time 

aramount booker here. - 


Cecil Steel, operator of theatres 
in Northern British Columbia, was 
successful in his bid for a seat in 
the B. C. Legislature. Al Trout, 
another theatre op at Hope, was 
left at the post in the recent pro- 
vincial elections. 


Theatre operators here face new 
wage demands from their projec- 
tionists when their present agree- 
ment expires Sept. 1. Exhibs 
haven't shown their hand as yet. 

Hymie Singer has opened his re- 
constructed Rio in Victoria after 
spending $25,000 on fixing. Heila 
Bejay is in charge of the 750- 
seater. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Louis Orlove, M-G-M exploiteer, 
in from Milwaukee following re- 
covery from second major opera- 
tion. 


Radio City theatre had George 
Jessel, Coleen Gray, Barbara 
Lawrence and Nancy Guild on 
stage for three appearances open- 
ing day of “Sand.” 

Bob Helmerson, Universal sales- 
man. taking Mississippi river trip. 

Eddie Solomon, 20th-Fox  ex- 
ploiteer in from Chicago. 

Eddie Leniiamin, former War- 
ners’ exploiteer and more recently 
secretary to former Mayor H. H. 
Humphrey, uandling exploitation 
for “Great Dan Patch” world 
premicre at fiate here. 

J, J. Donahue, Paramount as- 
sistant sales manager, here re- 
suming negotiations with Theatre 
Associates, leading non-profit buy- 
ing combine, which has laving off 


his company’s product for more 
than a year. 
Spencer Tracy, Irene Dunne, 


Katharine Hepburn, Dorothy Mc- 
Guire and Walter Pidgeon expected 
here next October for national Al- 
lied States convention. 


M-G-M held annual office picnic 
at Statler’s Grove. 

The organization asks for mem- 
bers’ comments on how the policy 
is working out in their cases, fa- 
vorable or unfavorable- whether 





| 
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the exhibitor is hurt or helped by 
it. It says it wants to know if ‘“‘on 
the company’s lower levels there 
is an abuse of the discretion that 
Mr. Lichtman placed in the local 
manager’s and salesmen’s hands” 
and expresses confidence it can 
correct any abuses. 

Gilbert Nathanson again chair- 
man of arrangements committee 
for Northwest Variety club’s an- 
nual golf tournament Aug. 12. 


ST. LOUIS 


Jimmy Grisina, of the Frisina 
Amus. Co., Springfield, Ill., copped 
the Central Illinois Country Club 
Assn. golf crown, defeating Larry 
Moeller, Peoria, ILll., 5-4, in a 
double-round finale. 

C. M. Swabb, manager of Roxy, 
Mounds, Ill., used the ‘flying 
saucer’ gag as a b.o. ballyhoo. He 
had 250 cardboard ‘saucers’ cov- 


ered with printed matter tossed 
from an airplane traveling over 
Cairo and Mounds, Ill. Stunt at- 


tracted lots of attention. 

St. Louis Variety Club. Tent 
No. 4 won kudos trom sSuperinten- 
dent Philip P. Hickey of the St. 
Louis School Board for help in 
providing eye glasses for under- 
privileged school children. The 
expense is defrayed from the club’s 
Heart Fund. 

Sarah Blocher, office manager 
for National Screen’s St. Louis of- 
fice, convalescing in Jewish hos- 
pital following major operation. 


David Komm, co-owner of Ave- | 


nue, East St. Louis and Brentwood, 
St. Louis county, escaped serious 


injuries in an auto collision. His 
auto was almost completely 
wrecked. 


Sarah Bloeker, office manager 
for National Sereen Service, con- 
valescing at Jewish hospital fol- 
lowing major operation. 

Employees of local Paramount 
exchange surprised Harry Haas, 
manager, with 25th anni party. 

“Buck” Lewis, general manager 
for R. E. Conway Theatres, Rolla, 
Mo., undergoing medico scrutiny 
at a local hospital. 


CHICAGO 
Morris Hellman, wife of 
Artists salesman, in 


Mrs. 
United 


Michael Reese hospital for opera- 


tion. 

Tom Sullivan, secretary for Na- 
tional Assn. of Popcorn Manufac- 
turers, reports increase in exhibits 
for show here in September. 

Burtus Bishop making a swing of 
midwest MGM exchanges. 

John Day, member of the legal 
firm of Adcock, Fink & Day, and 
former counsel for Balaban & 
‘Katz circuit, has retired. 

Lou Harris, maintenance super- 
visor for the Alliance circuit, off 
to Ridgeland, Wash., to supervise 
the building of new theatre for 
chain. Jim Gregory and .Pete 
Panagos are~-touring the Indiana 
branch theatres and offering tele- 
vision sets to customers in annual 
summer drive. 

Theatre janitors have been of- 
fered a 10¢ hourly raise, which wiil 
make the new scale $288 monthly. 
Also included in the proposed 
wage hike are scrubwomen, who 
will get $1.08 to $1.13. Members 


will vote on theatreowners’ pro- 
posal this week. 
Tom MeConnell, film attorney, 


off for long fishing trip in Canada. 


CLEVELAND 


Managerial changes _ affecting 
nine managers in more than 12 
cities made by Jamestown Amus. 
Co. Five transferrals and four pro- 
motions are involved. Dale Ty- 
singer, former city manager in 


Newark, ©., moves to Ashabula, O., | 


in a similar capacity replacing 
Robert Russell, resigned. William 
Gillam, city manager in New Phila- 
delphia, O., treks to Newark in 
Tysinger’s old post. 

Other changes: Harold Snyder, 
manager, Lyric, Lancaster, O., to 
city manager, New Philadelphia; 
Fred Lahrmer, manager, Orpheum, 
McKees Rocks, Pa., to Lyric, Lan- 
caster; Dale McCoy, manager 
Shea’s, Geneva, O., to Orpheum, 
McKees Rocks; Jack Baumgardt, 
ass't manager Colonial, Akron, to 
Shea’s, Geneva; John Woodward, 
manager Shea’s Theatres, Zanes- 
ville, O., to city manager, Dover, 
O.; Durward Duty, city manager 
Dover, to city manager Marietta, 


O.: J. W. Scanlan, city manager 
Marietta, to city manager Zanes- 
ville. 


PHILADELPHIA 
The Variety Club and the Phila- 
delphia Daily News. staged a 
“County Fair” at Shibe Park (28) 
and drew the largest crowd of the 
1949 major league season. Com- 
bination of a Phils-Brooklyn ball- 


by Frank Sinatra brought out a) 


record 36.814 paying customers. | 
Proceeds, after deductions for the 
visiting team, went to the Variety | 
Club’s summer camp for handi- 
capped children. 

Herbert Gillis, assistant branch 
manager for 20th-Fox in New York, 
returns to the local scene as sales 
manager for Monogram. 

Irving Blumberg, assistant pub- 
licity direttor for Warners, and 
Ann Besterman, stenog in the same 
office, were married Thursday (29). 

Patrons of local film theatres 
gave $16.931 to the 1949 Cancer 
Crusade. drive officials announced. 

Ward Besanson, who came here 
last month from Washington, D. C., 
resigned from Eagle Lion sales 
staff. 

Harry Bache, 
Metro, appointed 
succeeding Frank J. 
joins sales staff. 

LOS ANGELES 

Cornell Duer, former Denver 
branch manager for Paramount, 
shifted to the Los Angeles office, 
with Ward Pennington going from 
San Francisco to Denver. 

Managers and salesmen of War- 
ners’ six western exchanges will 
hold a regional sales meeting in 
San Francisco, July 10-11, with 
Henry Herbel presiding. 

Fox- West Coast chartered a 
D-C 6 to carry a load of Hollywood 
names to Fresno for the opening of 
the new Crest theatre, July 7. 

Selby Carr resigned from Fox- 
West Coast to become associated 
with Earl Johnson in the film buy- 
ing-booking service for independ- 
ent theatres. 


OMAHA 


Ralph Blank, nephew of A. H. 
Blank, head of Tristates (Blank- 
Paramount) became a power in 
Omaha area pix business when, he 
bought the Roseland and Tivoli in 
South Omaha. With his new Chief 
theatre in operation Over a year, 
latest acquisitions make Blank un-, 
disputed boss of amusements in 
Omaha’s South Side. 

John Brunette of Milwaukee, 
who has been handling 20th-Fox 
theatres there, is the new general 
supervisor of the Ralph D. Gold- 
berg theatres here. This includes 
two downtown houses and _ five 
nabes. Goldberg, incidentally, plans 
to build a house in Benson, a su- 
burb. 


SAN ANTONIO 


head booker at 
office manager, 
Sculli, who 


Joseph McMahon named assist- | 


ant to Harry Griffith, Municipal 
Auditorium manager. His last post 
was as assistant manager for the 
Poli circuit in New England. Mc- 


|Mahon will also Serve as audito- 


rium cashier. 


C. C. Hamm, owner and operator | 
of the Majestic, Vernon, Texas, has | 


been declared winner for the Texas 
territory in the recent Jack Schlai- 
fer testimonial drive conducted by 
the Eagle Lion Exchanges. 

Interstate booked “Birth of a 
Nation” into the Empire here for 
two days. Film epic brought in, 
neat grosses in other showings at 
key Interstate cities. 


KANSAS CITY 


Joe Neger took over as regular 
branch manager of 20th-Fox ex- 
change here. He replaces George 
Fuller, ill for some time and tak- 
ing a leave of absence. Neger 
came here from Milwaukee, Jack 
Laurenz taking over the Milwaukee 
office. 

New Englewood theatre in the 
intercity district opened this week. 

Sullivan Independent Theatres 
began construction last week on 
new Crest theatre in Wichita, 
Kans. A 1,500-seater, it will be 


the sixth here in the Sullivan cir- | 


cuit. 


DES MOINES 


Everett Peterson, manager of the 
Paramount. Waterloo. Iowa _ for 
Tri-States, has taken a leave of ab- | 
sence because of illness. Bruce 
Shelton, former manager of the 
Hollywood, Sioux City, Ia., who left 
Tri-States some time ago to enter 
business for himself, has returned 
to the organization and will take 
over the Paramount during Peter- 
son’s absence. 


COLUMBUS 


H. J. Knight Theatres closed iis 
New theatre here upon expiration 
of lease. Garage will occupy site. 
This reduces number of film houses 
here to 70, which includes four 
downtown first-run, three down- 
town second-run, seven drive-ins, 
one foreign and 45 neighborhoods. 


DALLAS 


Following recent installation of 
Glas-Screen in some 80 key Loew 
Circuit theatres throughout. the 
country, the new glass screen has 
been set for several theatres of 
the Interstate Circuit in Texas. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Paramount flirted with the idea of distributing its film recording of 
the Joe Walcott-Ezzard Charles championship match but shied away 
when its lawyers advised that the action might involve a mess of litiga- 


tion. 


Because the shipment of fight films is banned by Illinois law, Pay 
was the only distrib to have pix of the bout. 


The Chicago battle of 


June 22 was. piped across state lines via coaxial cable awd projected by 
Paramount through its intermediary-film method on the Paramount 


theatre screen in N. Y. 


Celluloid recording is part of Par’s large-Screen TV method. Follow. 
ing the match, number of exhibs approached Par with offers to rent the 


film for showings in their houses. 
up with the legal staff. 


Par ogled the idea and then took it 


Legalites nixed the proposal because the company had only paid for 


rights in one theatre and not for distribution purposes. 


Moreover, 


question of Illinois reprisals also was presented. 


The fight was dull, it is generally conceded. 


If it had been a reprise 


of such exciting matches as the Dempsey-Firpo battle or others of that 
ilk, it is believed Par would have made a fast offer for distribution 


rights 


Fabian’s Fox, Brooklyn, also large-screened the videoed version 


Series of “Jerky Journey” cartoons made by Levinson-Flexer com- 


pany, Impossible Pictures, get a 


real 
are made 20-25% longer than intended for release. 


workout, preview-wise. Shorts 


They are sneaked 


without announcement on the screen, theatre yanking its regular car- 


toon for one showing. 


This happens from five to 10 times in houses of 


all prices and types, the film sometimes being bicycled three times in a 


night. 


Leonard L. Levinson carries engineer and tape-recorder to all 


previews and audience laughs are averaged up after a week of preview- 
ing, the cartoons are then cut to 7'2 to 8 minutes, eliminating all but 


the top laughs and sequences. 


This is as close to a legit break-in as a film can get, maintains Levin- 
son, and enables him to experiment with new topics and comedy meth- 
ods, knowing that if an experiment doesn’t pay off, there is plenty of 
other footage and the try can be scissored before the picture goes out. 


Metro's “The Search.” oft-cited as a film that earned critical raves 
but failed at the boxoffice, was not brushed off because of the public’s 
lack of discrimination as charged in Life mag’s recent “roundtable on 


the movies” discussion. 


Accerding to Dr. George Gallup’s Audience 


Research institute, the film flopped because too few people knew about 
it. According to ARI figures, only 4% of all filmgoers were familiar 


| with some fact about the film and only 9% had ever heard of it. 


Major reason for the film’s low penetration, according to ARI, was 
the lack of marquee value at the time of its playoff, the most impor- 
tant factor in determining a pic’s impact upon the public. Montgomery 
Clift, star of the film, was unknown at the time because it was his ini- 


tial role and only later became a marquee draw. 


however, that 


ARI figures show, 


“The Search” had high “audience enjoyment” from those 


who did see it, including regular fans and infrequent filmgoers. 


Roy Rogers Corrals are springing up all over the country in one of 
the most extensive exploitation campaigns ever devised for a film star. 
Replete with all the western trimmings, the corrals are being installed 


in 3,000 stores around the country and 600 Sears shopping centers. 


All 


65 items of merchandise carrying the Rogers label will be displayed 
and sold, with the Rohr Co. (Rogers, Art Rush, Jack Danov and Philo 


Harvey) raking in from 5 to 10% of the gross sales. 


Tieups were made 


with 90 manufacturers, who are also plugging the items in trade mags 


| to supplement the big store spreads in the dailies. 


Other exploitation 


adjuncts to the Rogers bally for his pictures, recordings and radio 
show include comic books, which sell around 2,000,000 a month, and 


| color cutouts. 





Metro pulled a sneak preview of “Battleground.” and left the sneak 
preview customers gasping—not at the scope of the drama but at the 
title card which read: ‘Dedicated to the Battling Bastards of Bastonge”’ 
William of Normandy did pretty well over there in bygone days but 
even in his victorious moments he hanged and flayed any Saxon heard 


using that word. 


Even in the wildest and wooliest of westerns the 


heavy can't use it any more, even if he smiles. 





Metro has turned out a handsomely bound brochure, “25 Years 


Young,” for its 25th anniversary. 


Book, being widely circulated among 


periodicals and exhibs, lists and describes company’s upcoming product 
and includes stills from these features as well as photos of the Metro 


stable of stars and players. 


Prefacing the tabulation of product is the 


declaration: “We face the future together.” 


Universal has called off producing “Buccaneer’s Girl” in New Orleans, 


as demanded by the script. 


Film will be shot on the studio’s back lot. 


Times have changed since the year 1810, even in that particular quarter 


of New Orleans. 
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this coin for secondary production 
financing. Bankers’ attitude is a 
show-me. Along with other indus- 
try observers they are dubious that 
the two UA owners will put up any 
of their own funds. 


Company's situation in general is 
said to be pretty much the same as 


| it was a month or two months ago. 
It is suffering from the prospects | 


of a product shortage and inade- 
quate operating capital and, unless 
an ‘angel comes along and drops a 
pot o’gold in its coffers or the un- 
expected happens otherwise, there 


appears little prospect of solving 


the problem. 


Sears, who had confabs with the 
owners in Hollywood two weeks 
ago, reportedly also had a plan for 
selling to outsiders the block of 
12,000 shares of stock in UA’s 
treasury to give them over to 
sources that could provide contin- 
ulng product. As far as is known 
there are no takers for the shares. 
however, on any cash basis. 

It is believed Sears is still work- 
ing on something else along this 
line, if he can convince Chaplin 
and Miss Pickford of the exigencies 
of the situation. Deal would be 
made with some outfit like the Nas- 
sour brothers’ studio which would 
put up no coin or a nominal amount 
for the stock. It would guarantee 
to previde a certain number of pic- 
tures yearly, however, and would 


/gain equity in the shares through 


Sears West for UA Huddle 


Continued from page 3 





——— | 


the profits on these films. Deal 
would be somewhat similar to the 
way David O. Selznick and Sir 
Alexander Korda got shares in the 
company. 

Difficulty is to get a balance of 
control between the new producers 





/and Miss Pickford and Chaplin be- 


fore and after the 12,000 shares be- 
come the full property of the new 
producers. 











Film Cos. Resist 


Continued from page 3 


er, “Street Car Named Desire,” not 
one bid was entered. Although 
there is always competitive bidding 
for a property if more than one 
studio wants it, story departments 
resent open efforts by agents to get 
them fighting each other. 

Studio execs were bristling at 
the Watkins telegram, as they were 
on the previous efforts regarding 
“Street Car.” Latter hasn't been 
sold yet, although the manner of 
trying to sell it is only partially 
responsible. _ Mainly it is the high 
price being asked. 

“King of Fasserai’ concerns 8 
young American doctor sent (to 











Ulithi Island in the South Pacifie 
to try to keep the race of people 
there alive after the Japs during 
the war had taken away all the 
young men and women. 
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“700 LATE FOR TEARS” 
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“700 LATE FOR TEARS” 


There's everything you want in this big one thru UA! 
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B.0. Zapoppin at Madison Sq. Garden | 
Screwball Extravaganza 


With 08's Se 


Olsen & Johnson have now 
latched on to the superior gross- 
ing potentialities of the arenas. 
In a two-week stand even with 
moderate prices, a stand at the 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., can 
outgross a longer run in the small- 
er legit houses. They’re zanies on- 
stage, but it seems they're shrewd 
operators otherwise. 

The duo came into 


the Garden 


with “Funzapoppin’” at a time 
when they're very much in the 
public eye, having preemed their 


Buick video show a few days pre- 
viously. They look to the teevee 
pull to kite their Garden gross 
and are relying on the in-person 








Arthur Wirtz presentation of 


‘Olsen & Johnson production with 


Olsen & Johnson, Marty May, June 
Johnson, J. C. Olsen, Betry Bros., 
Peggy Taylor Trio, Short & Dorian, 
Frank Cook, Gloria Gilbert, Russ 
Sobeu, Helen Magna, Andy Ratou- 
scheff, Jack Joyce, Pat Moran, Lou 
Barrison, Five Mighty Atoms, line 








(36), Choraleers. At Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., June 30; 
$3 top. 

stand to trailerize the tele show. 


Naturally, a two-week stand as cur- 
rently planned isn’t a fair test of 
the mutual aid given by television 
and in-person work, but there’s a 
possibility that the troupe will stay 
longer. Maximum stay at the Gar- 
den is five weeks. Then the zanies 
will play at the Canadian National 
Exhibition before settling down for 
television work in the fall. 


The Garden layout is a compen- 
dium of all the shows the duo have 


done at the Winter Garden, N. Y.,| 


where they were permanent ten- 
ants for several years. O&J are 
probably topmost purveyors of 
practical jokes, quick gagg and 
sudden switches. 


audiences. There’s fun aplenty 
from the moment the patron en- 
ters the lobby to the final curtain. 
Trick ushers give the customers a 
runaround, whiz femmes past a 
wind machine for some extra-cur- 
ricular cheesecake display which 
gives a slight warning for what’s 
to follow. 

Comics dispense entertainment 
lavishly. It’s one of the largest 
companies extant with straights in 
the minority. Aside from O&J mas- 
terminding of the proceedings, 
there's a troupe of midgets, a mul- 
titude of stooges and various spe- 
cialties sufficient to keep the bed- 
Jam pace running. 

They have called on some of 
their reliable standards. There’s 
the hotel room scene, western rou- 
tine, the barber shop bit, court- 
room sketch and a few others that 
have been done from show to show. 

In addition, they’ve peppered 
proceedings with some good spe- 
cialties. Marty May (a fine comic 
in his own right aside from being 
Chic Johnson's son-in-law) finds 
favor with his impressions of vari 
ous type singers; the Berry Bros: 
(3), with top exhibitions of Har 
lemania; Frank Cook, a bucolic en- 
tertainer with harmonica and 
guitar; Gloria Short and Ray Do- 
rian in a snake dance ala Harold 
and Lola: Gloria Gilbert with her 
fast ballet whirls. the Peggy Taylor 
trio, songs of Bill Hayes and the 
singing and comedy of June John- 
son, Chic’s daughter. 


In many scenes enough ammuni-| 


tion is expended to retake some 
of the strongly fortified beach- 
heads of the last war. A 36-girl 
line and some quick turns by one- 
legged dancer Jack Joyce, midget 
Helen Magna and a few other un- 
billed characters float in and out 
of the revue. 

Opening night indicated intense 
preparation for this stand. Many 
of their gags depend upon split- 
second timing by cast, stagehands 
and spotlight operators. There 
were a few miscues, but the audi- 
ence got the idea anyway. 

Olsen and Johnson dispense en- 
tertainment in quantity. Probably 
every type of patron will find 
something to his liking in this dis- 
Play and the chances are that the 
majority will like everything. 


Palace, N. Y. 

Lott & Joe Anders, Kay Kenton, 
Carlton Emmy, Ben Yost Colleens, 
Ray English, Ciro Rimac Revue 
(4). Ross & La Pierre, Bob How- 
ard; “One Last Fling” (WB), re- 
viewed in current issue VARIETY, 


Vaude at the Palace is rapidly 
assing out of the experimental 
‘revival’ period and growing into 
a phase where it’s delivering solid 
and sustained entertainment val- 


The hoke com-| 
edy that will find favor with most | 


COHEN 


ues The current layout is another 
case in point. This is a_well- 
planned, snappy bill, playable to 
the hilt and crowd-winning all the 
way. 

Lott and Kay 
New 


Joe Anaers and 
Kenton are reviewed under 
Acts along with the smash item 
of this package, Ross and La 
Pierre. None of these, however, is 
a newcomer, all being vet acts 
which never found their way into 
VARIETY’s file. Carlton Emmy’s 
standard dog act, in the trey, click 
per usual. 

Ben Yost Colleens, in the num- 
ber four spot, is a pert-looking and 
smooth-vocalizing femme quartet. 
Coiffed and gowned_ identically, 
gals race through a popular reper- 
tory of such numbers as “Mc- 
Namara’s Band” and “Buttons and 
Bows.” They build up to a strong 
finish with classics vs. jazz number. 

In the Latin-American vein, the 
Ciro Rimac Revue (4) is a minia- 
ture show in itself. Packed into 
about nine minutes, Rimac plus two 
femmes and male dancer deliver 
topnotch exhibitions of the samba 
and tango and some hot chile vocal 
numbers with bongo accompani- 
ment. Vivid garb and intense per- 
formances send this act to a strong 
reception. 

In closing, vaudeo joins hands 
with vaude in the person of Bob 
Howard, old-time vaudevillian late- 
ly with CBS video and now back on 
the boards. Howard exudes a jolt- 
ing charge of electricity with his 
lowdown pianistics and hot vocals. 
He has his own style but there’s a 
lot of Louis Armstrong and Fats 
Waller in him, which ain't bad. He 
parlays his solid rhythm and infec- 
tious personality into a 
vaude turn. Ray English, comedy 
hoofer, turned his ankle on the 
opening day while falling into the 
pit and was out of the show for a 
couple of days. Herm. 


Roxy, N. Y. 

| Janet Blair, Blackburn Twins, 
Martin Bros. (2), Herb Shriner, 
Carol Lynne, Gae Foster Roxyettes 
and Escorts, Roxy Skating Blades 
& Belles, Paul Ash conducting Roxy 
Theatre Orchestra, “House of 
Strangers,” reviewed in VARIETY 
| June 15, 49. 

| New stage show is consistent 
| with the Roxy's recent efforts—a 
smartly entertaining string of turns 
|headed by Janet Blair and the 
| Blackburn Twins down through the 
|flash of the ice revue, pegged this 
/session on Carol Lynne. 
| Miss Blair, who only recently 
completed a run at the nearby Par- 
/amount, has worked out quite an 
‘act to go along with her blonde 
|pertness and tasty costuming. She 
does a couple standards and pops 
| straight, one, “Comme Ci Comme 
Ca” split by a semi-comic bit which 
isn’t too flattering to Charles 
| Boyer, then changes character and 


bounces into almost a kKnockabout | 


'routine with Blackburn Twins. 

| In the first bit witih the dance 
| pair, based on “This Is a Fine Ro- 
mance,”’ Miss Blair kicks out a very 
capable dance. She then goes into 
almost a slapstick routine with the 
two to the tune of “Baby It’s Cold 
Outside,” a smartly worked out 
item. For the finale it’s another 
dance and song approach to ‘Ballin’ 
ithe Jack.” For her efforts she and 
|the Twins get, and deserve, a solid 
| hand. 

Twins do their own stuff prior 
‘to Miss Blair’s entry. First a 
‘rhythm tap, then a novel precision 
routine in which they face each 
other as though one were looking 
into a mirror, and duplicate each 
_other’s moves. Good stuff. 

| Herb Shriner’s homespun Will 
Rogers type of delivery doesn't ex- 
|plode the roof off at any point, 
but he gets a constant stream of 
deep, belly-laughs with the stuff he 
uses. A fair portion of his material 
is too subtle and another goodly 
| slice is almost double-talk, but only 
the most minute amount has ever 
been heard from any other comic 
and that alone makes him unique. 
At this showing he went over well. 
Martin Bros... standard marionet 
act, precedes Shriner. They use 
the various stringed dolls to excel- 
lent returns, beginning with two 
Latin-costumed, maracas. shaking 
femmes, a pair of skeletons, the 
clown doll, and piano-trumpet duo. 
To get off they use two new dolls, 
the arms, legs, head of which are 
striped with luminous paint similar 
to costumes of the line routine into 
which it segues. 

Blade revue, based on “Slaughter 
on Tenth Avenue” is a colorful 
spectacle. Spotlighting Carol 
Lynne, it’s a highly entertaining 
start on a satisfactory show. : 

Wood. 


surefire | 


Capliel, N. Y. 


Bert Wheeler, with Sid Slate; 
Hal LeRoy, Thelma Carpenter, Bob 
Dupont, Hal McIntyre Orch with 
Frankie Lester; “Any Number Can 
Play” (M-G), reviewed in VARIETY 
June 8, °49. 


Capitol is offering a neatly-paced 
and pleasantly-diverting bill this 
stanza, highlighted mainly by the 
comedy antics of Bert Wheeler 
with his new foil, Sid Slate, and 
the standout thrushing of colored 
songstress Thelma Carpenter. Com- 
bined with the Clark Gable-starrer, 
“Any Number Can Play” on the 
screen, it’s okay summer biz. 

Wheeler, who has a good knack 
of turning up capable stooges for 
his act (Hank Ladd, who headlines 
the succeeding Capitol bill, once 


held down the job), has made one | 


of his best selections to date in 
Slate. Latter is one of the Slate 
Bros., who’s picking up time with 
Wheeler while his brother, Henry, 
remains in the cast of “South 
Pacific.’ A versatile performer, 
Slate complements the particular 
brand of Wheeler whimsy, punch- 
ing up the routines without taking 
away any honors. Most of the new 
act is based on Slate’s stealing 
Wheeler’s gag lines, which gives 
Wheeler plenty of chance for nos- 
talgic reminiscing. There’s also a 
lush-looking blonde brought on for 
Wheeler’s standard “toasted sand- 
wich” gag. The act rated the piau- 
dits it drew here. 

Miss Carpenter, attractively 
gowned and in fine voice, scored 
with a well-rounded repertoire. Her 
particular forte is still torch bal- 
lads, as evidenced by the way she 
wraps up the difficult “Something 
I Dreamed Last Night” with the 
maximum of pash. Her “Who 
Cares” opener is good and “Almost 
Like Being in Love” represents 
a good pace-changer after 
“Dreamed.” Slow arrangement of 
“Big, Wide Wonderful World” ac- 
cents the tune’s unique lilt and gets 
her off to heavy applause. 


Terper Hal LeRoy eases through 


his stage-caressing tap routines. 
Perennially youthful in appear- 
ance, he demonstrates that his lim- 
ber legs are plenty agile with a 
wide range in rhythms. Standard 
climax, in which he works from a 
sitting position, is still good for 
audience response. Juggler Bob 
Dupont, in the opening spot, mixes 
enough comedy and new material 
into an overplayed act (such as the 
use of duckpin balls) to raise his 
routine above average. His clinch- 


,and slapstick routines. Shorter 
member of the 
some snappy footwork. 


— 


team excells via) 


Sandwiched in the 55-minute lay-| 


out are the terp team of the Two 
Hot Shots and dancer Winuaie Ben- 
'son. Former turn won strong salvos 
with its amusing acro stepping and 
finaled neatiy via warbling “The 
Sheik of Araby,” augmented with 
some satirical footwork. Spotted 
briefl® in a number with Basie’s 
band, the slim Miss Benson writhes 


and shakes the more interesting 
parts of the anatomy‘to garner 
hefty palmwhacks. Gilb. 
Saville. London 
London, June 30. 
Yves Montand, Stephane Grap- 


pelly Quintet, Gil Johnson, Ginette 
Wander, Cliff Gordon, Monna Bap- 
tiste. Men About Town, Eddie 
Vitch, Marjorie Dunkels. 


After an absence ofenearly a 
year, Bernard Delfont comes back 
to the West End with the classiest 
vaude show London has seen in a 
long time. A fine all-round Anglo- 
French team of entertainers, with 
a slight flavoring from across the 
pond, put on a swank show which 
is more in the cabaret class, and 
which will have to attract patron- 
age from other than strictly vaude 
fans. 

Topping the bill is a newcomer 
from France, Yves Montand, with 
a well deserved reputation. Prefac- 
ing each of his songs with an Eng- 
lish explanation he displays a fasci- 
nating personality destined to win 
audiences here. With a choice 
range of numbers he clicks all the 
way. 

Bulk of bill is made up of im- 
ports. First there is Ginette Wan- 
der, a graceful and eolorful dancer 
from the Folies Bergere, and the 
Stephane Grappelly Quintet with 
Monna Baptiste as soloist, and Ed- 
die Vitch, a miming artist in a class 
by himself. 

Only American on the bill is Gil 
Johnson, whose reputation in Lon- 


don will be enhanced by his ap-| 


pearance in this show, dueting with 
Mile. Wander and then doing a 
solo turn highlighted by a musical 


box dance. Marjorie Dunkels con- | 
tributes some new impersonations. | 
Cliff Gordon maintains the high | 


standard with a sketch of a -subal- 
tern instruction class of soldiers 
in elementary French, and the Men 
About Town have some well se- 
lected songs. Myro. 


er, in which he gradually eats an} 


apple while juggling it with a plate 
and a stick. is excellent. Less of 


the Simple Simon mugging, though, | 


might be appropriate. 

Hal McIntyre orch backs the 
show solidly and also scores with 
its own stint. Comprising seven 
brass, five reed (including MclIn- 


tyre) and three rhythm, the combo | 


concentrates on a swing style to of- 
fer welcome relief from the current 
bop craze. They do an okay job on 
“Donkey Serenade” to open the 
show but their best number is 
“Hucklebuck,” featuring the band’s 
singing quintet. Frankie Lester 
baritones “Old Man River” in the 
accepted croon tradition. Stal. 


Apollo. N. Y. 

Count Basie Orch (17) with 
James Rushing, Earl Warren; 
Johnny Moore’s 3 Blazers (4), 
Stump & Stumpy, Hot Shots (2), 
Winnie Benson; “Winner Take All” 
(Mono). 


Breezy and compact, the Apollo's 
current layout shapes up as better- 
than-average hot weather fare. 
Count Basie’s band and Johnny 
Moore’s Three Blazers handle the 
musical aspects of the show while 
vet comics Stump & Stumpy hold 
funmaking slot. 

With four rhythm, eight brass 
and five reed, Basie’s combo is a 
brisk aggregation, per usual. Out- 
fit gets the sesh rolling with “Blee 
Blop Blues” and also clicks with 
“Hucklebuck.* In the vocal depart- 
ment Earl Warren warbles a fair 
“My Darling.” 

Band appears less spirited than 
when the swing cycle was at its 
height, but it’s quieter stvle fits 
in well with the pronounced trend 
toward sweeter music. Basie spar- 
kles on the ’88 and plays one tune 
on the Hammond organ for solid 
results. Corpulent James Rushing, 
long with the combo, registers 
nicely in piping a pair of novelty 
numbers. 

Moore's Blazers is a crack instru- 
mental unit comprising the leader 
at the piano, two electric guitars 
and bass. Playing in front of a 
scrim, the boys adroitly handle a 
quartet of numbers. Three are 


crooned by Moore, while the 
fourth, an instrumental tagged 
“Citation,” gives the guitarists a 


chance to show to 
Group scores handily. 

In closing niche is Stump & 
Stumpy. Theirs is a wacky brand 
of humor that finds a ready market 
in the Apollo’s clientele. Audience 
mitted the lads’ corny 


advantage. 


repartee , 


RKO. Boston 


Boston, July 2. 
Dennis Day, Acromaniacs, Gale 
Robbins, Bill Norvas & Upstarts, 
Clark Bros.; “Secret of St. Ives” 
(Col). 


Current layout, which closes 
vaude season at this house, is 
strongest to appear here in several 
seasons. Topped by Dennis Day, in 
his first appearance here, layout 
is plenty solid down the line and 
moves at a brisk pace. 

Day, whose appearance’ was 
greeted by a heavy mitting, does 
a sock job as m.c., filling in spots 
between acts with his impersona- 
tions of other radio personalities, 
anecdotes about Jack Benny, and 
gagging with other acts. 

Bill gets off to a rollicking start 
with solid terping by Clark Bros.. 
who 
acts. 
Star, 
simg, registers nicely with “Every- 
where You Go,” “Again” and a 
“torch” treatment of “I'm in a 
Jam.” 


Gale Robbins, pic singing 


set a torrid tempo for rest of | 


‘weather and Len Carney. 


TS 


how, N.Y. 
(FLUSHING AMPHI-THEATRE) 
June Earing, Bobby Knapp, Mar. 
shall Wayne, Fitzsimmons Sisters 
(2) Aquazanies, Sheelagh Kelly 
Betty Ball, Betty Harrison, Jog 
Flynn, Len Carney, Ken Whitmer, 


Buck & Bubbles, George Wong 
Troupe (5), Day Dreamers (4) 
Clay Warnick Orch. ‘ 

Elliott Murphy has built the 


Flushing Meadows Aquashow into 
an institution which is snagging 
corsiderable family trade. He isn’t 
departing from the format that’s 
brought him prosperity in’ previous 
seasons. Now in its fifth year 
there hasn’t been much of a change 
in presentation. However, there's 
been considerable tightening 
better pace. 

It’s difficult to tell whether it's 
the stage acts or the watershow 
that get better deception. The 
crowd takes to both displays nicely 
and it’s the combination plus re- 
laxation in the open that’s made 
the Aquashow a winner. 

The stage olio constitutes good 
vaude fare. Buck and Bubbles run 
away with that part of the show. 
Their song, dance and piano work 
is breezy entertainment to which 
the crowd responds. The George 
Wong Troupe, five Chinese contor- 
tionists and tumblers, also get the 
measure of the mob. Ken Whit- 
mar does a good job with trick and 


for 


orthodox musical’ instruments. The 
Day Dreamers (4) are fair on 
vocals. 


The aquatic portion of the show 
also has a high degree of interest. 
The gal lines goes through a series 
of picturesque formations. They 
are good precisionists and make 
pleasant viewing. 

Athletic expertness is by a group 
of accomplished divers. Virtually 
every type of flight into the deep is 
dore by Sheelegh Kelly, Betty Ball, 
Betty Harrison, Marshall Wavne, 
Joe Flynn, Clint Osborne, Pat Fair- 
Some of 
the dives from the 40-foot platform 
were marvels of grace. 

The swim specialties are by June 


Earing, Bobby Knapp and _ the 
Fitzsimmons Sisters (2), each of 
whom contribute graceful antics 


around the pool. 

Aquashow has a good grossing 
potential with its capacity of more 
than 8,000 seats at $1.50 top. With 
continuation of good weather, spot 
is certain to hit top takes. Jose. 


Palaee. Cleve. 
Cleveland. Julv 1 

Berk & Hallow (2), The Chords 
(2), Watson Sisters (2), Hai- 
mond's Birds, Mack, Russ & Owen, 
Wally Brown, Dolinoff & Raya Sis- 
ters (3), Pat Rooney; “The Judge 
Steps Out” (RKO). 


Vaude’s comeback was a fasf- 
stepping, scintillating layout of 
eight acts that go over with a 


ng. 

Berk and Hallow set the pace 
with fast-clicking taps that features 
several trick steps. The Chords 
add to the spice with their adroit 
mimicking of various bands. The 
Watson Sisters, Kitty and Fannie, 
with the latter in cowgirl attire, 
offer a slick comedy routine that 
brought back memories and yet 


their act is of bebop tempo. 


Hammond's birds, trained cocka- 


-toos, not only held the adults but 
/amazed the kiddies. 


and a looker who can really | 


Bill Norvas and The Upstarts, a_ 


boy and gal singing combo, follow 
with a nice switch on eurrent crop 
of vocal groups. Norvas, a per- 
sonable gent 


with okay baritone, | 


is backed by two lads and two gals | 


who put plenty of movement into 
act by adding terp routines while 
vocalizing. Result is, 
fast.and clicks nicely. Bow off to 
hefty returns with satire of night 
club group singing “Night and 
Day.” Acromaniacs take over next 
spot and wow with their fast acro 
and tumbling antics. Windup with 
Day getting into act on a Milton 
Berle kick that scores solidly. 

_ Taking over feature spot, Day 
8ives payees a sample of his versa- 
tility by singing each of his num- 
bers in a different style. He han- 
dled “Some Enchanted Evening” 
as a straight ballad, “Galway Bay” 
in Irish ballad style and added an 
Irish brogue for “Clancy Lowered 
the Boom.” Follows with “Roamin’ 
in the Gloamin’” as Harry Lauder 
would do it, an imitation of Jean 
Sablon, “Some of These Days” in 
the Sophie Tucker manner, and 
winds with Schubert’s “Ave Ma- 
ria,” a natural here. The guy is 
terrific and if his reception in the 
Hub is any _ indication, package 
should be a big lift for summer 
slump around circuit. 

Augmented house bend, batoned 
by Day's” personal conductor, 
Charles Dant, did cagable job of 
backing acts. Elie. 


act moves.) 


Mack, Russ and Owen score in @ 
series of comedy acrobatics. | 
Wally Brown's laugh-provoking 
barbs registér, showing he can do 
more with an unfinished sentence 
than many can do with a neatly- 
polished script. . 
Dolinoff and the Raya Sisters 
use the “black light” idea in a fine 
turn to captivate audience. ' 
Finally, Pat Rooney, Sr. A brief 
intro talk, soft-shoe dance and 
waltz clog with grace and elegance, 
and the curtain came down on & 
welcome rebirth of vaude. His 
impresh of Joe Frisco’s shivver 
dance provides a sock finish. Mark. 





Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, July 3. 
The Danwoods (3), Don Henry 
Trio, Yvonne Moray, Walter Nils- 
son, Buddy Lewis, 3 Arnauts, Don 
Rice, Sol Grauman Revue (4). Jo 
Lombardi House Orch (12); “Mas- 
sacre River’ (Mono). 


The N. Y. Palace carries its own 
brand of boxoffice magnetism. For 
the first time in many years housé 
operator Izzy Rappaport has angled 
a non-name collection of talent into 
a bill of sizable boxoffice propor 
tions by giving the Gotham show- 
case precedence in the billing. It's 
a bill that comprises those that 
have played the N. Y. Palace. AP 
parently, there's a great deal of re- 
spect in these parts for those acts 
that can click at that noted theatre. 

This house has been one of tne 
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OMAHA EXPECTS 
WAY THEATRE. 
BATTIE 


Omaha, July 6. 

Things appear shaping up for a 
fine three-way battle between in- 
terests in Omaha. J. J. Shinbach 
of Chicago, western boss of RKO 
theatres, came to town with Sol 
Schwartz, V-D. and genefal manager 
of the RKO chain. They gave the 
Brandeis, RKO house here, the 
final 0.0. with Schwartz confident 
that vaude would click here. , 

Item No. 2 is that Ralph Gold- 
berg is mulling the idea of putting 
puriesque in his Town, Kansas 
City. Minneapolis, Des Moines and 
others have burly and the circuit 
is growing. Only hurdle will be 
the conservative city government. 

Indications are Tristates (Blank- 
Paramount) will meet the competi- 
tion with stage band revues which 
have always been successful at the 
Orpheum. Also, they're holding 
on to their UBO roadshow ftran- 
chise for the Omaha. 


| Pix B. 0. 


Continued from page 3 
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that it is not pic quality that’s do- 
ing the damage. 

With economists in agreement 
that the nation is definitely going 
through an economic recession 
that may last a year or so, show- 
men are not being unmindfyl of 
the effect of a dwindling pocket- 
book on theatres. While jobless 
rolls are up somewhat, as reflected 
in unemployment compensation 
figures. more important is felt to 
be a tear of free-spending that has 
overcome a generation that knew 
the depression. In any case, the 
men with the pencils and big 
words insist that the basic econ- 
omy is’sound and it is just a case 
of its going through a short period 
of righting itself. 

In addition, of course, films 
have never before had the tough 
competition they’re getting now 
from night 
vision, roller derbies, amusement 
parks and a myriad of outdoor ac- 
tivities that are stimulated by the 
recent warm, clear weather 
throughout most of the nation. 

In making comparisons with a 
year ago, there can be no gainsay- 


ing the effects of old man weather. | 


Spring and early summer of 1948 


were particularly rainy, as against | 


the current dry spell. Moreover, 
a good part of the rain fell during 
weekends, the best break possible 
for exhibs who must buck the lure 
of the outdoors. 

Judging by the returns of such 
major chains as that of Paramount, 
Warners and RKO, the important 
weekend business has recovered to 
the point where it lags last year 
by 5%-10%. Lack of rain and the 
outdoor lure of continued fair and 
warmer is credited for the slide 
in revenues rather than the quali- 
ty of pix. As for current week- 
day biz, following the rally of the 
Past two weeks, it has been hold- 
ing up better than the Saturday- 
Sunday slice, with reports indicat- 
ing a lag anywhere from 3%-7°. 

Attendance started its bad dip 
after the Easter holidays turned in 
handsome grosses. 


: In a gradual 
ne, Srosses faded to a postwar 
OW point which earried through 


Most of June. The weekend take 
fell as low as 15%-25% behind last 
year’s, while the midweek biz ap- 
Proximated a 10% dive. The fall 
Was enough to wipe out exhibs’ 
Margin of profit, plunging a num- 
er into the red for that period. 
Although the take of flickeries 
has been spotty for the past 48 
Weeks or so, the intrinsically 
healthy state of the pic industry 
in the U. S. is demonstrated by the 
fact that as important a circuit as 
Loew's is only 5% off for the 48- 
week stretch. Other big chains. 
Such as Paramount, Warners and 
RKO, have levelled for the same 
Period at around 7% off, to still 
return fair profits to company 
coffers, 


New Winnipeg Drive-In 

a as Winnipeg. 
Winnipeg's. first drive-in being 

Spened by Western Theatres, Ltd. 
uilt at_a cost of $150,000, it will 

iy 575 cars. with a holdout area 
Or another 400. 

and ty Gray. Lyceum manager, 

Jack Taylor, Rose theatre 

ead. will manage the drive-in. 





| Allied 
| America, are labeled as strictly ex- 


| barnyard pickings. 


baseball, racing tele- | ready are familiar with the good 





Goodwill Drive 


Continued from page 3 


of the MPAA, and Francis Harmon, 
MPAA v.p. in charge of the good 
will campaign. 

Meetings with the PCCITO and 
MPIC, as were the sessions with 
and Theatre Owners of 


ploratory. According to Depinet, 
MPAA is seeking out those fields 
in which the whole industry has a 
common interest and on which it 
can be expected to cooperate. First 
attack will be on the public rela- 
tions front. Actual strategy and 
tactics will be left for the August 
conclave. 

Depinet is heading for the Coast 
this week for RKO meetings and 
will go from Hollywood to San 
Francisco. Johnston is at his home 




















in Spokane and will head south 

from there. Harmon leaves from 

New York at the weekend. 

| B’way Faces 
Continued from page 7 

peared in two productions, “Side 

Street” and “‘Adam’s Rib” and is 


slated for a third, ‘““Ambush.” 
Paramount recently tagged Lyle 
Bettger, from the legiter, “Love 
Life,” for a character role in “I 
Married a Dead Man,” now in pro- 
duction. Although assigned only 


{to a relatively small character part, 


Paramount is grooming him for 
lead roles as in the case of John 
Lund, also originally from Broad- 
way. Lea Penman, another Para- 
mount prospect out of “Annie Get 
Your Gun,” was inked for the Bob 
Hope starrer, “Where Men are 
Men.” 


Boris Kaplan, Paramount's east- 
ern talent scout, pointed out that 
more tests are being given at the 
present time for particular partse 
Selections are being made now on 
the “basis of specific openings for 
special roles instead of the old 
tradition of signing every pretty 
face in sight, Kaplan said. 

Although most of the majors 
have stepped up their scouting ac- 
tivities in the summer = stocks, 
Kaplan said he didn’t expect much 
The scouts al- 


actors with experience while the 
novices usually represent too long 
a chance to take a risk on. 


Exhibs See Only Top Pix 
Nipping St. L. Competish 


St. Louis, July 5. 
With b.o. receipts at main stem 
cinemas sagging and little likeli- 
hood of a recovery during the sum- 
mer, operators of the big houses 





| believe that only outstanding films 


can meet the competish. Within 
the past two years four drive-ins 
have been constructed in adjacent 
St. Louis county, and half a dozen 
more are scattered in Illinois towns 
within a 15-mile radius of St. Louis. 


Each of these “houses” has a l1,- 
000-car capacity. 
Other competish springs from 


the 1l-week season of the Muni- 
cipal Theatre Assn., sponsor of the 
al fresco playhouse in Forest Park 
that annually draws upwards of 
500,000 payees. Then there is the 
S.S. Admiral, an excursion steam- 
boat that makes two trips in the 
Mississippi and finds the p.m. mob 


filling the 3,500-capacity boat 
nightly. In addition to the night 
baseball games, of which the 


Cardinals and Browns play a large 
number, there are two night pro 
softball parks. minature auto races 
and “hot-rod” contests weekly. 
There are two amusement parks 
in the city proper and in the county 
a minature Coney Island for the 
kiddies has begun operation and is 
doing swell biz. 

The drive-ins offer cuffo pony 
rides. balloons, icecream cones ard 
use of playgrounds to the kiddies, 
and this is proving a strong b.o. 
bait. With air conditioned bistros 
and other drinking spots featuring 
television sets, of which approxi- 
mately 35,000 are said to be owned 
in this burg. this form of enter- 
tainment also is slowing down b.o. 
activity. ; 

While exhibs have not returned 
to the giveaway policy long in 
vogue here betore the last war 
there has been some talk along film 
row that this form of b.o. attrac- 
tion mav be employed to lure the 
payees back to their houses. 

But most exhibs agree that better 
Alms with big names is the solu- 
tion. 


CLIFT’S OPTIMISM ON 
ANGLO-U. S. RELATIONS 


On the basis of his recent talks 
with _ Motion Picture Assn. of 
America prez Eric Johnston and 
other top U. S. film officials, inde- 
pendent British exhibitor Sir Sid- 
ney Clift sees no reason why 
Anglo-American industry relations 
won't be smoother in the future. 
Clift. who conferred with Johnston 
in Washington, said that the 
MPAA chief ‘was anxious that 
both exhibitors and unions receive 
representation” at any joint meet- 
ings of the industries’ film council 
in months to come. 

Chairman 
tor of 


and managing direc- 
the Clifton circuit, Clift 
sailed for England last week on 
the Queen’ Elizabeth after a 
month’s stay in the U. S. He was 
accompanied by his son-in-law 
Jack Parsons. Also leaving on 
the Elizabeth was Columbia Pic- 
tures head Harry Cohn. He’s ex- 
pected to explore the use of com- 
pany frozen funds as well as sur- 
veying continental branches in a 
two-month European 0.0. 


Accompanying Cohn was attor- 


ney Arnold Grant. Their itinerary 
includes London, Amsterdam, 
Paris, Rome and Zurich. Other 


outgoing filmite passengers on the 
ship were Warner veepee Sam 
Schneider, who'll be abroad about 
six weeks, and the MPAA’s inter- 
national division chief John G. 
McCarthy. 


U.S. Unlikely 


———mm, continued from page 4 =! 














foreseeing possible devaluation, re- 
fused to go for it. 

Slicing the value of the pound 
could have some bearing on the 
fight between the U. S. and British 
industries for film markets in other 
countries of the world. The rea- 
son tor the devaluation in general 
is to improve Britain’s export posi- 
tion by cutting the prices of its 
goods in competition with products 
of other nations. Thus, the trim- 
ming of sterling value means that 
the French, for instance, could buy 
British pix at a 25% discount in 
relationship to Hollywood’s output 
as compared with now. 


Entertainment value and demand 
for American pictures is so well 
established abroad that this com- 
petition from England on a price 
basis is not viewed seriously. Hol- 
lywood product does so well in 
most foreign lands that a differ- 
ence in exchange values, it is 
thought, will provide little incen- 
tive for shutting it out in favor of 
British pix. 

It’s Sterling Regardless 


As for the balances of American | 


film earnings frozen in Britain, de- 
valuation is meaningless. Theo- 
retically, £1,000,000 blocked over 
there would suddently be worth 
$3.000,000 instead of $4,000,000. 
However, since these funds are un- 
remittable anyway and, in any 
case, are carried on American 
company books as sterling, not as 
dollars, devaluation would have no 
practical effect whatsoever. The 
purchasing power of the frozen 
funds in terms of U. S. film pro- 
duction in England or in using 
them to support British distribu- 
tion organizations would in no way 
be affected by devaluation. 

The Anglo-American agreement 
providing for the $17,000,000 was 
signed in March, 1948, and became 
effective June 14, 1948, for a two- 
year period and a possible two- 
year renewal. There is supposed 
to be renegotiation, however, be- 
fore the renewal. It is this that is 
coming up now. In light of what 
had been a steady improvement 
early this year in British dollar 
balances. American companies were 
hoping by a combination of moral 
and State Dept. pressure to get an 
improvement when the second half 
of the agreement starts June 15, 
1950. 


With the deterioration of the 
British dollar position, U. S. in- 
dustryites are beginning to fear 


that all the moral pressure will be 
on them to give England a break 
rather than the reverse. Unless 
there’s another reversal soon, the 
British will truly be able to say 
that they cannot afford to pay any 
more—or even as much as now— 
for American films. 

British exports to the U. S— 
which is the prime factor in bal- 
ancing off what Britains can afford 
to spend for films—dipped to $13,- 
600.000 in April and $14,400,000 in 
Mav. This compares with a month- 
ly average of $22,000,000 in 1948. 


‘Jessel Advocates More Personals 


By Film Players for 


3-Ply Impact 





A Royal Meeting 

Royal-ty showed up in force 
at an execs’ reception at the 
21 Club, N. Y., feteing 20th- 
Fox production veepee Darryl 
F. Zanuck last week, when ex- 
Secretary of War Kenneth C. 
Royall met NBC veepee John 
F. Royal. Former is now a 
member of the Dwight, Harris, 
Koegel & Caskey law firm and 
on 20th’s board. 

Duo, despite the difference 
in spelling of their last names, 
gabbed for several minutes to 
see if they could come up with 
any mutual ancestors but 
finally admitted no family re- 
lationship. 








Zanuck’s Review 


Continued from page 5 





ring Power, probably would not 
come out until 1950. Each of the 
two carries an approximate $4,- 


000,000 budget, about two-thirds 
of which is frozen money 
Whether 20th will make many 
more films abroad depends on 
such factors as the quota law and 
other restrictions, the 20th pro- 
duction chief said. He emphasized, 


though, that all foreign produc- 
tions were in excess of the domes- 
tic studio quota. Now pencilled 
in for lensing abroad are “Land 
Down Under,” to be shot in Aus- 
tralia; Nevil Shute’s “No High- 
way,” in England and Newfound- 


land, and an untitled story on the 
international police brigade, which 
Engel and Leonard Hoffman are 
now researching in England. 





USHER VICTIM OF SALT L. 
~ FIRE, 600 GET OUT OK 


Salt Lake City, July 5. 

A basement fire in Salt Lake 
City’s largest theatre, the Capitol, 
yesterday (4) resulted in the death 
of 17-year-old usher Richard Duf- 
fin. There were 600 patrons in the 
house, but all escaped without in- 
jury. 

Cause of the fire was not given, 
nor was damage estimated. 


Hersholt Film Relief 





Kansas City, July 5. 


t George Jessel, 20th-Fox pro- 
|ducer, has his own formula for an 
|industry public relations and im- 
| provement program, one that could 
be easily done and vastly effective. 
The answer, Jessel said during his 
personal appearance at the Tower 
here, is for pieture players to make 
more personal appearances. This 
/could be done easily if stars would 
make it routine to make personal 
appearances while not actually en- 
gaged in picture work. 

This would have a_ threefold 
benefit, Jessel pointed out It 
would be first class public relations 
for the industry as a whole, it 
would immeasurably boost pres- 
tige and popularity of the stars, 
and it would make money for the 
producing companies indirectly. 
The personal appearance angle 
ought to be covered in every play- 
er’s contract, Jessel said, espe- 
cially the new players starting out 
now. Contracts should provide for 
the player to be working most of 
the 


time—either on the shooting 
stage, or on the theatre stage. It 
should be made routine that a 


player’s schedule include so many 
weeks of shooting to be followed 
regularly by stage appearances, in- 
stead of the unproductive waits 
that players now have between 
pictures. 

“T should know because I am on 
both sides of the fence, an aetor 
and an active stockholder in 20th 
Century-Fox,” Jessel said. He 
made personal appearances in 
Denver, K. C., Omaha and Milwau- 
kee last week heading a troupe of 
20th players in eonnection with 
area premiers of “Sand.” 

Audiences in the midwest have 
been highly receptive, and this 
gives you some idea of how much 
good stars could do by regular per- 
sonal appearances. Offers he has 
had recently also indicate this pub- 
lic receptiveness for live talent. the 
actor said, as he has had bids for 
|aS many as 10 straight weeks at fat 
figures. If the audiences are that 
hungry for talent, there is a wealth 
of popularity awaiting the Holly- 
wood names who will take to the 
footlights, he said. 

Jessel is going to begin practic- 
,ing what he preaches with a per- 
sonal appearance at the Oriental 
| theatre, Chicago, week of Aug. 4 
in connection with the premiere of 
his picture, “You're My Every- 
ithing.” It's a fat guarantee against 
|a percentage, Jessel said, and that 
‘is something else a lot of the 


| Prexy for 13th Time totywood names could use—the 


Hollywood, July 5. 


Jean Hersholt entered his 13th) 


year as president of the Motion 
Picture Relief Fund as a result of 
the annual election, held at the 
Masquers Club. Reelected with 
him were all the incumbents: 
Ralph Morgan, first veepee; George 
Bagnall, second veepee; Mitchell 
Lewis, third veepee; Frances 
Goodrich, fourth veepee; E. L. De- 
Patie, treasurer; 
executive secretary, and Lloyd 
Corrigan, Willard K. Craig, John 
Larkin, Moroni Olsen, Charles 
Rosher and Mendel 
trustees. New trustees, elected to 
fill vacancies caused by death and 
resignation since last year, were 
Valentine Davies, Albert J. Hil- 
ton, Jane Murfin and Herbert 
Marshall. 

In his annual report, Hersholt 
painted a picture of acute distress 
among. film players in Hollywood 
in 1948, during which the Fund 
aided 25.076 persons, the largest 
number in its history. Heaviest 
donation of the year was $226,349, 
derived from the Friars benefit 
show. 


RKO Producing One 
‘Vaude’ Pic Annually 
Hollywood, July 5. 

George Bilson, shorts producer 
at RKO, was assigned the task of 
turning out one full-length ‘‘vaude- 
ville’ picture a year from now on. 
Series started with last year’s “Va- 
riety Time,” based largely on clips 
of musical and comedy layouts, 
filmed but not 
features. 

This year’s entry, 
Laughs,” is all new, with a cast 
consisting of Gil Lamb, as emcee; 
Jack Haley, Joan Davis, Frances 
Langford, Dennis Davy, Leon Errol, 
Ray Bolger, Frankie Carle and Ro- 
sario and Antonio. 


utilized for RKO} 


“Make Mine. 


|cluded Coleen 


| 


Wilma _ Bashor, | 


Silberberg, | 


| dough. It would not be unprofit- 
'able work, he pointed out. 

| The “Sand” trek through the 
|middle west, besides Jessel, in- 
+ray, Barbara 
Lawrence and Nancy Guild. 





Jessel’s Radio Deal 


Omaha, July 6. 

George Jessel told audiences at 
the Paramount here that he was 
working on a deal for a radio pro- 
gram. His sponsor, he said, would 
be Pepsi-Cola if the deal went 
through. “If it doesn’t,” he added, 
“You can drink Jergen’s Lotion for 
all I care.” 

Jessel here to ballyhoo “Sand” 
for 20th-Fox. Accompanying him 
were Coleen Gray, Barbara Law- 
rence and Nancy Guild. 











Ginsberg 


Continued from page 3 








give impetus to indie forces is re- 
garded by Ginsberg as a healthy 
development. 

Turning to his own lot, Ginsberg 
said the company would maintain 
the same production pace as here- 
tofore. By that he means the com- 
pany will continue making 16-20 
films yearly. Par’s big backlog is 
indicated by the fact that the out- 
fit has all its releases for the year 
in the cans and six-to-eight pix for 
next year already completed. Of 
the latter group are “Samson and 
Delilah,” “Riding High.” “After 
Midnight,” “File on Thelma Jor- 
dan,” “Bitter Victory” and “Cop- 
per Canyon.” 

If Par finds a need to speed up 
production because of its impend- 
ing theatre divorcement, company 
will be in a good position because 
of its solid backlog. according to 
Ginsberg That decision, however, 
‘es with the h.o.s and not the stu- 


dio. 








— ‘a — ee 


sl ati caw 


W. 
ednesday, July 6, 1949 





24 








lwoIW ‘VqINOTd - HoUU | 
buippay HWE pe uly “GNVaD . 19AUaq enc 
SW . oie 112A “AOL ‘ fiend <9 ) 
shied ia ‘TvldadWi eae oe ak - Binscae See CWP L ADV 
@ AVMN2i PY INNOW N INNOWVU4Vd-: s 10} 4S ue Peeemupog “IVIAY Wd * ees SM - AID s 
VUVd = []0YNg “AYNAINGD IYNOSSIW - saxnD MW ne W - PUPIHO”d ‘YIVIAVW - re SOSUDY ‘O11OdV P¥YP FYIND 
HOT s-MOMBULYsO Baroscuiaw- ord one! SORavS - pusjeliae greet omen 
- DIYDaPO/!Yd ‘NOINVIS + (799M ot SNAOT atid 
) 44A94% MIN aa din 


"* * ONITION 
S 
dJixoM SALVG-10 JHINVIVAV 
JHL GNV 


| 

















4 
seived eee 
Hew Be 


2A00N9 


JHL We Sidhe 
lwaaxe 











j 


40 VV ud 
qin \SC 


suvas suavis 
ayo 275" 
7 ae 


e 








-ayny3Ad woiuwee 











Wednesday, July 6, 1949 





VARIETY 


PICTURES 25 














| 
| 
| 


Picture Grosses 





ee 














‘Jones’ Unsorrowful 236 
In Sorrowful Toronto 


Toronto, July 5. 

On new big product entry, “‘Sor- 
,owful Jones” is sock success for 
town’s top grosser. Unexpected 
disappointment is “Barkleys of 
Broadway,” a holdover, regardless. 
“Gong of India” shapes well in 
four houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th) (1,059, 955, 698, 694: 
36-60) —"Song of India” (Col) and 
“Gentlemen From Nowhere” (Col). 


Big $11,000. Last week, “The 
Lodger” (20th) and “Hangover 
Square” (20th) (reissues), okay 
$8,500 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-70)— 


“Sorrowful Jones” (Par). Whammo 


$23,000 Last week, “Beautiful 
Blonde” (20th) (2d wk), okay 
$8,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 40-70)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Still steady at fine $9,000 
after last week’s $14,000. 


Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20) 

‘Reign of Terror’ (EL) So-so 
$9,000 Last week, “Bad Lord 
Byron” (EL), light $8,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386: 40-70)— 
“Window” (RKO). and “Judge 
Steps Out’ (RKO). Okay $8,000 
Last week, “We Were Strangers” 


(Col) (2d wk), ditto 

University (FP) (1,556; 40-70)— 
“Lonesome Pine” (Par) and “Spe- 
cial Agent” (Par). Light $5,000 
Last week. “Green Promise” (RKO) 


and “Adventure in Baltimore” 
(RKO), ditto. 
Uptown (Loew) (2,743: 40-70) 


“Lady Gambles” (U) (2d wk). Mild 
$6.500 after last week’s $7,500. 


‘Lust’ $8,800, ‘Window’ 
$7,000 in Port., Ore. 


Portland, Ore., July 5. 
for Gold” and “The Win- 
are doing well for new pix. 
“Ma and Pa Kettle” and “Nep- 
tune’s Daughter” are bigger as 
holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832: 50-85) 





“Lust 
dow” 


— ‘Ma and Pa Kettle’ (UA) and 
“Smoky Mountain Melody” (Col) 
(2d wk). Big $12,400. Last week, 
terrific $14,700. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500: 50-85) 
—‘The Younger Brothers” (WB) 
and “Boston Blackie’s Chinese 
Venture” (Col) (8 days). Okay 
$5.700. Last week, “City Across 
the River” (UA) and “Blondie’s 


Big Deal” (Col). good $5,500. 
Oriental (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
Cover Girl” (Col) (reissue) and 
‘YousWere Never Lovelier” (Col) 
‘reissue). Fair $4,300. Last week, 
It Happens Every Spring” (Par) 
and “Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col), 
day-date with Paramount, fine 
$4.000. 

.. Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
"he Window” (RKO) and “A 
Woman's Secret” (RKO). Good 
$7.000. Last week, “Casablanca” 
'WB) (reissue) and “G Men” (WB) 
(reissue), solid $6,100. 


Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) 
"Lust for Gold” (Col) and 
Search for Danger” (Mono). Ex- 
cellent $8.800. Last week, “It 


Happens Every Spring” (Par) and 
Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col), also 


_ 4t Oriental, excellent $8,500. 


wat nited Artists (Parker) (895: 50- 
,~ Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) 
‘2d wk). Terrifie $9,200. Last 
Week, sock $11,500. 


BALTIMORE 


‘Continued from page 13) 


for nice €15 000 vossibility. Last 
week, “Mutineers” (Col). leaning 
mae of Rov Acuff and “Grond 
aan Pt fl troupe, drew fine 
ores (Schanherger) (9 460: 90- 
—"sSerrowful Jones” (Par) (9nd 
bi Starts second sesh today 
(Tues) after fine getawav $16 400 
Lady fambhlac” (Par). in ahead, 
drew all risht $9.700 for 10 davs. 
7 Mavfair (Hieks) (980: 90-65)— 
Chomvion” (UA): Drawing all 
the honse ean hold. $8500 indica- 
ted a hio fivure for limited canae- 
11\ Last 





, week. “Jigsaw” (UA) 

failed te clink at $3 RON, 
_ New Mechanic) (1 800: 20-40\— 
Sand’ (94 h). Fairicsh $8000 
Last wast revival of “My Gal 
Sal” (nth). eR 400. E 

StanYay (WR) (2 9QN- OR 78) 
“Fountainhoaaa” (WR). Coottine 
Sama gand resnonss oft e17nnn 
Tact wonk raigena af “Casablanca” 
(WR) akna ont C7 2NV 

Town (Pannannrt) (1 300: 35-85) 
—"Tha Ria Ctagl? (RK) Not 
Petting anuwhere at *R N00 T.oct 
Waal rat WA nt Desa” and 
“Satya 


Ammian-* 


: (RKO) held up 
fairly well at $8,700. 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 12) 
“Sand” (20th) and “Night Unto 
Night” (WB), day-date with FEs- 
quire, Webber. Fine $18,000. Last 
week, “It Happens Every Spring” 


(20th) and “Homicide” (WB), fair 
$14,000 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74)— 
“Sand” (20th) and “Night Unto 
Night” (WB), day-date with Den- 
ver, Webber Okay $3,500. Last 
week, “It Happens Every Spring’ 
(20th) and “Homicide” (WB). fair 
$2,700 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 35-74 
“Barkleys of Broadway” ‘(M-G) and 
“Home in San Antone Col) (5 
days 2d wki. Poor $7.500. Last 
week, nice $16,500 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 35-74) 
“Lucky Stiff LA) and “Siren of 
Atlantis” (UA) Ng $5,000 Last 
week, “Undercover Man” (Col) and 
“Make Believe’ Ballroom (Col), 
fair $8,500 

Vogue ‘Wolfberg) (600: 60-74)— 
“Quartet” (EL). Nifty $3,300 and 
holding 

Webber Ox) 750 35-74) 
“Sand” (20th) and “Night Unto 
Night WB day-date with Den- 
ver, Esquire. Strong $3,500. Last 
week, “Undercover Man Col) and 
“Make SB8elieve Ballroom” (Col) 
fair $2,500 


‘Jones’ Solid $15,000, 


‘Fountainhead’ 9G. L’ville 


Louisville. July 5 


Hot weather, combined with the 
July 4 long weekend, had _ local 
citizens heading tor the open 
road, or vacation spots, giving the 
go-by downtown film houses. Re- 
sultant spotty biz had the Rialto 
with “Sorrowful Jones” catching 
hefty trade, “Fountainhead” at the 
Mary Andersoa doing nicely, while 


the 
the 
that 
State, 


(2) 


rest of the town was getting 
gleanings, and not much at 
“Stratton Story.” at Loew’s 
was pulled after Saturday 
with “Neptune's Daughter’ 
coming in Sunday (3) 
Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson (People’s) ‘1.400: 


45-65)—"Fountainhead” (WB). Air- 
conditioning is the lure here, 


bringing in neat biz considering hot 
weathe! Likely neat $9.000 in 
Sight week. “Colorado Ter- 
ritoryv” medium $6.500 
National (Standard) (2.400: 65) 

Stormy’ FC) and “Magnificent 
Brute’: (Indie) (reissues) plus ama- 
teur minstrel show and kiddie re- 
vue on. stage. one’ performance 
nightly Adding to puny $4,000. 
Last week. “Caravan” (EL) and 
“Whispering City” (EL) (reissues), 
plus stage show. mild $5,000. 


Last 


(WB) 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 
45-65)—"‘Sorrowtul Jones” (Par) 
and “Search tor Danger” (FC). 


Drawing all-age patrons. with high 
percentage of kids. to indicate solid 
$15,000. Last week. “‘Lady Gam- 
bles” (U) and “Fighting O'Flynn” 
(U). modest $11,000 

State (Loew's) (3.000; 45-65)— 
“Neptune's Daughter” (M-G). 
Opened Sunday (3). strong $14,000 
indicated. Last week. “Stratton 
Story” (M-G) and ‘Mutineers” 
(Col), stout $18,000 on 10 days. 


Strand (FA) (1.000; 45-65)—‘‘Red 


Pony” -(Rep) and “Daughter of 
Jungle” (Rep). Medium $4,500. 
Last week. “Settip” (RKO) and 


“Brothers in Saddle” (RKO), fancy 
$7,500. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued trom page 12) 


wk). Good $8,500. Around $11.- 


| 400 last week. big. 


Music Hall (H-E) (2.200; 50-84)— 


\“Happens Every Spring” (20th) 
and “Night Unto Night” (WB) (3d 
wk). Looking for swell $7000. 
Satisfactory $7,700 last stanza. j 

Musie Box (H-E) (850; 50-84)— 
“Ma and Pa Kettle” (‘U) and 
“Homicide” (WB) (6th wk). Swell 


$3.000 after nice $3,300 last week. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2.600: 50-84'— 
“Fountainhead” (WB) and “Ali 
mony” ‘EL). Paced for big $12- 
000 Last week, “Colorado’, (WB) 
and “Tuna Clipper” (Mono), nine 
days. okay $8.800 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 40-65) 
—“Younger Brothers’ (WB) and 
“Impact” (UA) (2d runs) plus stage 


get 
Last 


show Expect good $5.500. as 
week. “Shot Jesse James (SG 
and “Caught” (M-G) (2d runs) plus 


vaude. okay $4,800 : 
Paramount (H-F) (3.039; 50-84)— 


“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and “Jig- 
saw” (UA). Immense $17.000 Lasf 
week. “False Step” (U) and “One 
Woman's Story” (U). six days. 
weak $4.000 Pulled out 

‘lle (Sterling) (800; 50-84) 
—‘|.aredo” (Par) and “Dream Is 
Yours’ (WB) (2d runs) Good 
$4,000 last week. “Good Old 
Davs” FC) and “Custer’s Last 
Stand FC) (2d runs), $3,300, 
Okay. 


Normaicy Trend, Again 
Chicago, July 5. 

Return-to-normalcy note. 

Penny candy is entering the 
theatre candy  marts. Last 
week at the National Assn. of | 
Candy Wholesalers meet here 
several exhibitors displayed 
penny confections for the mat- 
inee trade 

Five-cent bars for 6¢e have 
felt the pinch, it was revealed. 
Sale of the higher - priced 
candy is way off. 








Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, July 5 


Warners bought ‘Honeymoon for 
One authored by Manfred Kut- 
nick, as a starrer for Gordon Mac- 
Rae Paramount signed Mary 
Lawrence for “The Lie,’ formerly 
| Married a Dead Man” .. . Den- 
nis O’Keefe draws the male lead in 
Panther’s Moon,’ to be produced 
by Michael Kraike at U-I ... Tod 
Karns and Robert Keith signed for 
support roles in Samuel Goldwyn’s 
Viy Foolish Heart” . Gail Bon- 
ney shifted from radio to films in 
the Forest” at Warners 
sen Hecht doing the screenplay 
for “Sweet Poison,” to be produced 
and directed by Otto Preminger at 
20th-Fox 
Columbia 








Bevond 


“Cable to 
Arabia authored by Steve Fisher 
and dealing with American oil in- 
terests in the Near East Cathy 
O'Donnell signed a new term play- 
er contract with David O. Selznick 
... Nat Perrin will produce “It’s a 
VMan’s World,” originally assigned 
to Alex Gottlieb, who is negotiating 
a release from his Columbia con- 
tract Murray Lerner set an 
August start of production on ‘“Po- 
lice Investigation,” based on the 
current L.A. upheaval, for Lippert 
Productions William E. Selwyn 
checked off the Goldwyn lot after 
18 months as talent chief ... Short 
subjects on the Warners lot will 
be upped from 37 to 42, in addi- 


bought 


tion to cartoons, for the 1949-50 
program 
Luther Adler bought = screen 


rights to “Prophet by Experience,” 
by Jack lams Philip Dorn will 
play Paganini in “Appointment with 
Fame,” to be filmed in Italy next 
fall Rod Cameron's sister, Kate, 
signed tor a role in the George Pal 
picture, “Rupert the Second” 
Paul Jones will product “The Sil- 
ver Whistle” for Charles C. Feld- 
man Philip Yordan signed by 
Samuel Goldwyn to screenplay 
“Edge of Doom,” based on novel bs 
Leo Brady. 

Myrna Dell plays Cesar Ro- 
mero’s girl friend in “Turned Up 
Toes” al 20th Louis King 
brought his “Mrs. Mike” troupe 
back to the Nassour studio after 10 
davs of location shooting at Big 
Bear Dan Dailey and Anne Bax- 
ter will team again in ‘“Toma- 
hawk,” to be directed by Richard 


Sale at 20th . Mickey Rooney 
working on “The Falling Star,” 
based on story of his life...Jan 
Grippo will produce ‘“Master- 
minds’ for Mono. starting in 
August. 





U.S. Begging Playdates 
On Cartoon Health Short 


Washington, July 5. 

Wanted—film circuits to book a 
Public Health Service cartoon 
short! 

That's the way things are today 
with the Government. 

Warner Bros. produced the one- 
reeler at cost for the Public Healtn 
Service and is about to give it time 
in WB houses around the nation. 
However. Government is looking 
for indie and other tneatre chains 
which will also show the film War- 
rers is distributing as a _ public 
service. { 

Film. made in Hollywood, shows 
what public health services do 
from the time a baby is young, 
up through his youth and adult pe- 
riod. explains such things as vac- 
cination, etc. 


PROVIDENCE 


(Continued from page 13) 


over looks for nice $15,000. 
week, “City Across River” (U), 
$8.000 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)\—"‘California Straight Ahead” 
and “Ido! of Crowds” (reissues). 
Flat $4.100. Last week. “Since You 
Went Away” (EL) and “Open Se- 
cret’ (EL) (reissues), poor $4,500. 

State (‘Loew’) (3.200: 44-65)— 
Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G). Solid- 


Last 
slow 


looking $23,000. Last week. ‘“‘Ed- 
ward. My Son” (M-G) and “Jigsaw” 


(M-G), fairly good $16,000. 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 


—*Sorrowful Jones” (Par). Opened 
Monday. Last week, “Cover Girl” 
Col) and “You Were Never Love- 


lier’ (Col) (reissues)' weak $8,000 


i/the drive-in king in 


| exchange. 


Drive-Ins as ‘Highway Hazards 


Probed by Pennsy Commission 


Philadelphia. 

The Pennsylvania Highway Com- 
mission has ordered a_ state-wide 
survey of the fast-growing crop of 
drive-in theatres as potential “high- 
way hazards.” The study is being 
made at the request of Col. C. M 
Wilhelm, head of the Highway De- 
partment and State Police Commis 
sionel 

The drive-in theatres made thei 


first appearance in western Penn 
Sylvania about two years ago and 
now there are more than 100 of 
them, according to a recently re 
leased report from the Bureau of 
Labor and Industry The State 
Police want an intensive survey 
of the locations of all drive-ins, 
particularly to determine what 


“hazards” exist in the areas where 
motorists enter and leave the the 
atre grounds 
Big Bronx Drive-In 

\ former city ash dump on 
Bruckner Boulevard, Bronx, N. Y., 
will be the site of the first drive 
in theatre in that borough. Mickey 
Redstone Joston nitervy owner 
bought the land several months 
ago, but building was held up due 


to interference for various city in- 
spection departments anent sewer- 
age, electricity and wate The 
theatre will have a capacity of 1, 
OOO ears 

Contractor on the job is F, W 
Maley of Wayne, Mich Maley, 
who is in the structural iron busi- 
ness, is trying to gain a foothold as 
a builder of drive-in theatres in 
the east 


2-Boxoffice Drive-In 
San Antonio 

Latest drive-in here is the Kelly, 
the third to be owned and operated 
by Landsman & Richter in San 
Antonio. Ozoner features two box- 
offices, one for autos and the other 
for walking patrons 


Trail’s Third Anni 
San Antonio 
The Trail drive-in, owned and 
operated here by Claude Ezell & 
Associates. observed its third an- 
niversary with a special stage pres- 
entation arranged by manager Con- 


ley G. Cox. The Texas Top Hands, 
Del Dunber sill Lester. Betty 
Jane, thé 680 Sweethearts. and 
Earl DeVane entertained. All were 


from KABC here. 


Cincy 2,000-Car Drive-In Opens 
Cincinnati. 

One section of Rube Shor’s Twin 

Drive-In Theatres, one of Greater 


Cincinnati's eight located within 
city limits, opened recently. It is 


one of largest in U. S. 


Each of two sections has capacity | 


for 1,000 cars and 450 walk-ins, the 
latter seated on a patio in front 
of the 50 by 60 foot screen. Second 
section is scheduled to open this 
month. 
Shor’s new venture makes him 
the three- 
state territory serviced by Cincy 
He has theatre holdings 
in other Ohio points, Kentucky and 
West Virginia. 
Open 4 Drive-Ins Near Albany 
Albany 


The Menands drive-in, situated 
on Albany-Troy Road. opened by 
Sandy Miller (ex-Film Classics 
' salesman), Carl Roupp and Wil- 
liam Thompson. Capacity is 450 


cars. 

Three other drive-ins serviced 
by Albany exchanges recently 
opened. They are Valley, Little 
Falls, operated by Bob Baranoff; 
the Bennington, North Benning- 
ton, Vt., run by Alonzo & Willard; 
the Ft. Warren, Castleton, Vt., 
owned by Chase Hathaway. 

New Dallas Drive-In 
Dallas 

A new drive-in, the Kaufman 
Pike, being built here. Charles 
Weistenburg. who also owns the 
Paloduro, Amarillo, and Buna 
Vista, Borger, Texas, both drive- 
ins, will operate. He plans to man- 
age the new spot himself. It will 
have 600-car capacity 

New 600-car High View drive-in 
opened here by W. P. Moran, for- 
mer theatre partner of Phil Isley 

Construction started at Beeville, 
Texas, on new Bronco drive-in to 
be operated by A. M. Gaines 


2 New Ones for lowa 


Des Moines, lowa 
_ New drive-in, with capacity of 
300 cars, opened at Red Oak, la., 


by Ed. Haal 
Construction is under way on 
the Spirit drive-in at the intersec- 


tion near Spirit Lake, lowa. The 
March brothers are building the 
ozoner 


New drive-ins are 
over the state. 


mushrooming 
Many have lures to 


draw families with children. New 
Burlington drive-in, near Burling- 
ton, has a miniature train seating 
25 children 

New drive-in between Clear Lake 
and Mason City recently opened 
with Richard Felix manage 
Others scheduled to open soon are 
those at Ames, Clinton, Ottumwa, 
Cedar Rapids, Marshalltown and 
Des Moines 


Drive-In Picketed 
Kingsville, Texas 
Projectionist picketing of the 

King’s Drive-In here took a new 

turn this week when pickets began 


Texas 


taking license numbers of cars 
which entered the theatre 
The house opened last week, and 


manager Chester Kyle, decried the 
picketing as an attempt to dis- 
criminate against him unfairly. He 
claimed that no other drive-in in 
a town this size had a union con- 
tract with projectionists 


Smith Quits Eastern 
Wilfred P. Smith, general man 
ager of Eastern Drive-In Corp. of 
New Jersey, resigned effective July 
1. Firm operates some tive ozoners 
in Jersey, most of which were built 
under his supervision in the last 
five years. Understood he plans an 
outdoor house of his own 
New L. A. Drive-In 
Los Angeles 
Century drive-in, with 1,000-car 
capacity, will be launched June 30 


by Pacific Drive-Ins with guest 
stars and radio broadcast. Gerald 
Fowler will manage. It is the 16th 


in Pacific drive-ins chain, 


Carolina Drive-In Meet 
Greensboro, N. C 
the Drive-In Thea- 
of the Carolinas will hold 
meeting in Charlotte 


Members of 
tre Assn 
their annual 
July 18 

Fourth Syracuse, N. Y., Ozoner 

Syracuse 


The North Drive-in, second 
in the Svracuse area, opened by 
McConnell-Read Corp., local out- 


fit 


Sidney Lust, Va., Drive-In 
Hampton, Va 
New Sidney Lust drive-in opened 
here. Project, spread over 12 acres 
between Newport News and Hamp- 
ton, cost about $250,000, and ac- 
commodates 700 cars. 


Cotten Co-Stars With 
Fontaine for Wallis 


Hollywood, July 5. 


Joseph Cotten, on loanout from 
David O. Selznick, will co-star witn 
Joan Fontaine in the Hal Wallis 
production, “September,” for Par- 
amount release. 

William Dieterle will 
starting in Italy in August. 


direct, 


Bresler’s Shift to Col. 


Hollywood, July 5. 

Columbia has signed Jerry Bres- 
ler to a producer contract, as soon 
as he winds up his current picture, 
“Abandoned,” at Universal. 

Bresler won an Oscar in 1943 for 
a two-reeler, “Heavenly Music.” 
His first assignment at Columbia 
is still to be selected. 
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to match it in number of releases 


w 
arison would only refer to volume 


aad not to coin spent on produc- 
a? line with its newly-adopted 
policy, Metro is already speeding 
its releasing pace. In the July- 
through-December slate, company 
is getting out pix at a three-per- 
month tempo. October is the only 
month with two now set and it Is 


-ynderstood that a third film will 
probably be slotted tor that pe 
riod : 

In al 33 pix plus on é ne 
will be the total tol Lhe \ 
againsl 299 ~=«features and thy 
oldies “last vear. Of these 19-20 
are groove -d in the last Ix months 
onlv 14 in the first. Next ear’s 
output has already been set at 40 

Volume Selling Too 

Series of meetings, both in N. Y 
and on the Coast, are being staged 
to grapple with one of the most 
complex problems faced by Metro 
in many years. The switch to vol 
ume production and. distribution 
means that sales and studio staffs 
must handle almost double the 
amount of features otf the past 
seven or eight years. Hence, the 
changeover will be slow to prevent 


any major dislocation of the com 


pany’s machinery. 
Volume output by Metro is be 
lieved to foreshadow similar action 


by many of the other large studios 
Paramount and RKO are reported 
mulling production step-ups _be- 
cause of their theatre-divorcing de- 
crees. Metro’s action, on the other 
hand, aimed at meeting the 
heightened demand for _ product 
caused by a sharp dip in extended 
runs. 

For 
shooting at 
000 rental 
anniversary. 
one domestic 
theatre. 
booked 
short in 
ritories. 


IS 


current year, M-G is 
a $65,000,000-$70,000.- 
take to fete its 25th 
Shooting for at least 
date in every U. S. 
five branches have already 
at least one feature or 
all flickeries in their ter- 


the 


Metro Toppers Map 
Heavier Program 
Hollywood, 


Metro will start 11. pictures 
during July and August and will 
maintain an average of thre e start- 
ers a month until August, 1950. 
Heavy program, adopted by Louis 


Always -- 
THE SHOWMAN’S FRIEND 
in Lo4 Angeles 


e 
500 Modern Rooms 
with bath and radio 
“Foremost on the Coast” 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


Fifth at Spring © Los Angeles 
FRANK WALKER, General Manager 
Formerly at Olmsted, Cleveland, O. 


July 5. 

















WANTED 


Pye MOTION PICTURE FOOTAGE || 


op VERIFIED PSYCHIC PHENOMENA || 
| for inclusion in documentary film 
obout U. §. superstitions. Need au- tl 
|thentic scenes of haunted houses, 
| Poltergeists, lycanthropy, satanism, || 
| Werewolves, vampires and other i 
| Preternatural manifestations. Banshee {| 


| footage must be accompanied by orig- || 
inal sound track. No table tipping or 
| mediumistic trickery. Must be good || 

| qality 35 or 16 mm, B&W or Color. 


| Please phone PL 9-3600, Ext. 6. | 


*| 














HOW GOOD? 

= 
Member of National Review Commit- 
tee will review your film, play, T.¥. 
show, radio program for &B.0O. slant 
xHud) potentialities. Corrective nnd 
constructive criticism, Phone Neon 
to 1 P.M. only LU. 9-8665, or write: 

Box “B21, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., N. ¥. C. 
ee 
































PRs es Now Specializing 
MENT We aot 
CONCESSIONAIRES ‘uae Refreshment 


UL hEtEATy §«oService for 


over 1/4 Century DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


SPORTSERVICE, Inc. :4co8s BROS. 
HURST BLDG. BUFFALO. N. Y. 











ould be Columbia, although com- | 


Mayer Huddles With Schenck — 


Continued from page 3 











B. Mayer, Dore Schary and Wil- 
liam F. Rodgers, is designed to 
make full use of the studio’s tal- 


ent and to make stars earn their 
|high salaries, which are paid 
whether they are working or not 

Six features slated to roll in 
July are “Key to the City.” “Eu- 
ropa and the Bull,” “East Side. 
West Side ‘The Yellow Cab 
Man,” ‘The Knife and ‘Please 
Believe Me Scheduled for Au 
gust are “Father of the Bride.’ 
Outriders anda three to be. se 
lected late 

9 Metro Musicals 

Vietro POL 1 

way following the Ne publr 
response to Tl Bark " of 
Broadwa\ nd “Take Me Out to 
the Ball Game Three produc 
Arthur Freed, Joe Pasternak and 
Jack Cummings, have lined up 
nine tunefilms, wit! orders to 
Start as soon as possible 

Four on Freed’s program are 
‘Annie Get Your Gun Rov 
Wedding Tahiti and Show- 
boat.” which will signalize the re 
turn of Judy Garland Three on 
Pasternak’s list are “The Duchess 
ot Idaho, The Kiss ot Fire’ and 
Summer Stock.” Cummings is 
eadying two Lovely to Look At” 
and “Three Little Words 





“D.C. Case | 


from page 7 





———  (ontinued 
ee 


Warner 


Kass build it 


Arthut 


to have 


thereupon agreed 
another thea- 


tre on another site o1 Kass 
$100,000. 


In 


to pay 


his decision, Justice McGuire 
Said: 
“What 


enforce 


plaintiffs seek here is to 
terms of an agreement 
which is part and parcel of what 
has been held by the Supreme 
Court to be an unlawful combina- 
tion in restraint of trade and 
illegal, per 
“In such the aid 
court is denied, not for the 
fit of the defendant, but 
public policy demands 
should be denied without 
to the interests of the 
parties 
“Motion 


se 

of the 
bene- 

because 

that it 
regard 

individual 


case 


for summary 
judgment denied for the same 
reason and for the further reason 
that, even if the contract in ques- 
tion were not tainted with the 
same illegality as that of the orig- 
inal one between K-B and Stanley 


of Kass 


is 


(Stanley Co., WB © subsidiary), 
there is no obligation on Kogod 
under its terms to designate any 
‘site, and Stanley is incapable of 


doing so either alone or in con- 
junction with Kogod by the oper- 


| ation of the law 


it 
their 


this case, 
by 


“All the parties in 
appears to me. are hoist 
own petard.” 











Exhib Org. 





| Continued from page 5 
partially, before other 
tended pacts are inked. 

The 23 big circuits repped at the 
Waldorf-Astoria meet several 
weeks back which gave NEFC its 
sendoff, all pledged the maximum 
of $100,000 stock purchases, it has 
been learned. Some of these ex- 
hibs, however, also pledged for 
other circuit ops who could not 
make the meeting. This accounts 
for $3,000,000 pledged for the tills 
at the present time. Remaining 
$7.000.000 is expected to be raised 
by expanding ownership further. 

Prominently mentioned as possi- 





deals or ex- 


ble distribs for NEFC-backed pix 
are Eagle Lion, Film Classics. 
Monogram and United Artists. It 
is believed by NEFCers that any 


one of these four companies would 
be eager to work a deal tor an as- 
sured flow of product. 





RKO Skeds Shorts 


July 5 


RKO is upping its two-reel com- 
‘ram from six to eight pic- 
the 1949- 

Schedule 


Hollywood, 


ed\ 
tures tot 
son 
*Newlvweds 
specials,” with 
Lamb and Walls 


pl OF 
50 releasing sea- 


includes foul 
and four “‘eomeds 
Jack Kirkwood, Gil 
Brown as comics. 


Bob Neil! and Suzi Crandall are 
featured in “Newlyweds,” whi h 
replaces the shorts made by the 


‘late Edgar Kennedy. 


Mono Taking Over 
Kaycee Distribution 


Kansas City, July,5 

Monogram is taking over dis- 
tribution of its own pictures in 
this area. Monogram films have 
been distribed here for several 
years through a franchise held by 
Lon Fiddler, who also held fran- 
Cises in Denver and Salt Lake 
City. Following Fiddler’s recent 
death, Mono announced decision 
to operate its own exchange here 


Film company has announced 
the appointment of T. R. Thomp 
son as exchange manager here. He 

K.C. film row vet, having been 
12 years branch manager for RKO 
nve years (¢ trict managel tol 
United A and two vears mal 
( re { Disney produ 
Ovil oO 1 
f é Viele I ( 


14 of 20th’s 22 


Mesgers Working * 


With Robert 
Ring W 
14 


working 


assigned to 


pilot Chree 


20th- 


atertront 


)*) 


Fox has of its directors 


actually the largest num- 


ber toiling simultaneously 
than a Other 
Claude Binvon 
tor.” Jules Dassin 
the City,” Delmer 
Leeds on “Arrow,” 
“Front and Center,” 
“Turned Up Toes,” 
away on “The Black 
King on “12 O’Clock 
Negulesco on “Three 
Otto Preminger on 
and John M. Stahl on 
script 

Meanwhile the studio 31 
scribes at work on 24 stories to be 
assigned to contract directors cur- 
rently marking time. They are 
Andre De Toth, Edmund Gould- 
ing, Jack Gage. Howard Hawks, 
Elia Kazan. Walter Lang. Gregory 
Ratoff and Amatole Litvak 


In n 
directors 
on Oh. Doc 
on “Night and 
Daves and Bert 
John Ford on 
Al Hall on 
Henr Hath- 
Rose,” Henry 
High.” Jean 
Came Home.” 
“Whirlpool” 
an untitled 


Ore 


veal Dus\ 


are 


has 


Failure to Complete L.A. 
Theatre Keys 4456 Sut 


July 5. 
Inc., con 
Lippert and 


Los Angeles 


Theatres, 
trolled by agp L 
associates, filed suit for $445,000 
against Ralph [. Guy for failure 
to complete a theatre in San Fer- 


Bobmick 


nando Valley. Complaint declares 
Guy, a property owner, agreed to 
build a dual film house, with a | 


total seating capacity of 1,200 but 
stopped work on it last September. 

Bobmick asserts it 
000 in the project. 
000 based on estimated 
profit to the sania 


Sq. Saasianet’ US. To our To 
Plug Goldwyn’s ‘McCoy’ 


Samuel Goldwyn Productions is 
budgeting about $25,000 to send, 
three troupes of square dancers on 


is loss of 


a tour of the country on behalf of' 


‘Roseanna 
be set up 


the studio’s forthcoming ° 
McCoy.” Tours would 
in emulation of those made _ by 
“The Goldwyn Girls.” which the 
producer figures were one of the 
most profitable promotional efforts 
he ever made. 
The trio of 
troupes, which comprise eight peo- 
ple each, plus an orch and caller, 


will be routed through 60 to 75 
key cities. Attempt will be made 
to tie up in each case with a local 
newspaper. Tour was decided on 
as a result of the success of the 
terping demonstration put on bs 
one of the troupes under sponsor- 


ship of Goldwyn at Central Park 


Mall in New York last week in 
association with Basin esse Cola 
St. Louis, Julv 5 
Forey-three indie exhibs in St 
Louis. Eastern Missouri and East- 


ern Illinois have filed a petition in 
St. Louis county court to officially 
incorporate as the Mid-Central Al- 
lied Independent Theatre Owners. 
The papers indicate that one of the 
chief the organization will 
be to fight monopols The group, 
operating in the St. Louis for 
several months, is an affiliate of 
Allied States Assn 

S. Nelson recently re- 
the Des Moines branch 
for Republic Pictures to 
gen. mgr. of the exhibs’ 


aims ot 
Aar@a 


the 
Dav id 
signed as 
manager 
become 
bod). 


invested $45,- 
The other $400,- 


square-dancing | 





Lipton Accents How Regional 


Preems and Other Bally Pay Off 


Universal's new habit of staging 
regional preems, coordinated with 
concerted sales and ballying cam- 
paigns, has now proven itself with 
“amazing improvements in busi- 
ness for those areas,” according to 
David A. Lipton, U's national ad- 
pub director Because the pattern 
has ‘ doubled what would 
normal grosses” in those 


l has 


‘ it 
eCaSit\ 
re vamped if p oduction 


to turn oul a large 


29) ndreds 
ed l 


aate 


n SeCTO Or i fai 
basis. | 
if incredible 

that st} 


One 
and openin 


Chere Is 


Ol 


iid 
amount 
when 


noney 
vou make a conce} 
along showmanship line 
ing excilen 
in a picture 
the benefit 
exploitation rather th 

“Results have been 
Lipton said. “I don't 
city itself where it 
pected, but in the secondary, sub 
urban and smalltown kevs which 
ordinarily could not capitalize 
the built-up excitement 
it, we think the much better 
grosses arise from the feeling of 
the people in these communities 
that they are being let in on 
runs. It has also given the distrib 
a chance to profit the 
trated newspape! radio covet 
age.” 


lent o1 


We 


ot adve 


speci 
\ hole 
ind 


CLS 


ive a 


area SUMS 
i key 
astounding 

in the 
be ex 


in 


mean 


is to 


on 
Analyzing 


fii s! 


by 
and 


concen 


Big Local Spread 
that U now 
newspaper 
with the 


Lipton pointed out 
fives a tremendous 
spread in the area 
listing the dozens of houses play 
ing the film. Previously, an equi 


valent spread would be devoted en 


ads 


( _ 


tirely to the first-run key city 
opening. 
National Allied and other exhib 
orgs, Lipton continued, have criti- 
cized distribs on the claim that 
their concentrated efforts always 
benefit the first-runs, leaving the 
subsequents and smalltown situas 
tions in limbo U's he 
ued, helps fry 
‘ally with 


techinque 
irg out the smalle 
ident the 
U's pattern § 1}: 
irances to ha 


had | ‘ 
| »«< Ba) 
(ia sl} ( 


bie houses 
ordinary 
nd out the day-and 


Howeve book 


nores 


id 


ing is that 


tance ot ithe sell 
ne seam Ba 


lamity Jat and 
600 box in Oklahoma 
ind Texas in a seven-week pertod. 
Film easily doubled ordinary 
es, U found in checking 
releases, Lipton said 
Practice first 
“Life of Riley in 
sector in Mareh 
Betore shoy ofl 
Lipton announced 
setup of U’s New York 
Hlenry A. Linet, eastern 
ager, will continue serving 
capacity Philip Gerard 
been officially tapped for 
ern publicity managerial 
Ai Horwits who 
studio publicity chiet 
ard has been serving in the 
for several months 
Charles Simonelli 
ped to newly-made 
tive in charge 


Ca 
with king 
ross 
previous 
ted w in 
incinnatt 


mitta 
the ¢ 


was 


for the Coast, 
ittonomous 
flackery 
ad 
in 
has 
the east 
to 


ing 


an al 


man 
that 
now 


post 
be 

(ie 

spot 


succeed has 


come 


has been up 
Spot of execu- 
of national exploita 


tion. He will set policy along with 
Lipton, Linet and Horwits. Lipton 
will shuttle between the N.Y. and 


studio offices devoting about equal 
time to each 


RETEAM METRO STARS 

Hollywood, July 5 

Metro 
thored 

as a 
and 


“Darling au- 
Brooks Flippen, 
Peter Lawtord 


bought 
by Ruth 
co-starrer fo 
Janet Leigh 


Two thesps were linked roman- 
tically in “The Red Danube a 
Metro production still to be re- 
leased 
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ST 
TROUPE 
Portable High Intensity 


A. C. CARBON ARC SPOTLIGH 


Produces a steady, sharp, uniformly illuminated snow- 
white spot. 


length lens system. 


ience outlet. 


ing equipment unnecessary. 


Easily operated. 


peres. 


Horizontal masking control. 
in each direction. 


Mounted on casters. 





THE 


STRONG 
14 tong ilomotel iF 
“The World's Largest. Monu- 


nearest 
NAME 
THEATRE 
STREET 


facturer of Projection 
Arc Lamps 


74 City Park Ave. 
Toledo 2, Ohie 


Silvered glass reflector and two-element variable focal 


Draws only 10 amperes from any 110-volt A.C. conven- 
Adjustable, self-regulating transformer, an 
integral part of the base, makes the use of heavy rotat- 


Automatic arc control maintains con- 
stant arc gap, free from hiss or flicker. 
burns one hour and 20 minutes at 21 volts and 45 am- 


Can be angled at 45 degrees 
Color boomerang contains six slides 
and ultraviolet filter holder. 


Easily disassembied for shipping. 


e send free 


dealer 


CITY & STATE 


Ch 1\1,. ’ 


m/i|\\ 


A trim of carbons 





literatare, prices and aame o. 


in Strong Spotlights. 
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SCHWERIN FORMULA VS. “DON'T BE HALF 





SAFE’ ON AY 


A 


VERTISER RETURN IN RADIO 








Three years of radio testing— | 
1,100 separate program tests, plus | 
nearly 2,000 commercial studies for 
NBC, Mutual and more than 30 
national advertisers—provides the 
Schwerin Research Corp. of New 
York with an unequalled body of 
information on the whys and 
wherefores of broadcasting success 
and failure. 

Out of it all have come literally 
hundreds of case-histories, five 
basic principles to be observed by 
those striving for success in radio, 
an one central faci. 

The central fact is this: Radio 
has’ been was.eful — Horace 
Schwerin puts the estimate of 
waste, conservat'vely, at 50% of 
programming and 80% of commer- 
cials. 

What causes this tremendous 
waste? Misuse, s: ys the research- 
er, of one or mc-e of the five basic 

rinciples of su ccssful broadcast- 
ey As he secs them, these five 
sources of erro’ are: Familiarity, 
which includes the public’s mental 
concept of your star, story, music, 
or other main elements, and (in 
commercials) the ‘frame of refer- 
ence” of your audience’s experi- 
ence, into which your sales message 
must fit; Approvch, which means 
finding the right beginning for 

four show, and mking that right 
ee strong; Mood, or the at- 
mosphere creatcd in your audience 
by your program, into which all 
the elements and commercials must 
dovetail; Emphesis, or the proper 
apportionment of stress on various 
elements of the program or com- 
mercial, and Direction—not having 
anything to do with the director's 
gob, but rather concerning the se- 

ection of your audience, and di- 
recting your pro~vam and commer- 
cial to that group. 

Each of these principles can be 
applied, in varying degrees, to all 
types of progre’ s and commer- 
cials. Among the program-cate- 
gfories to be ana yzed in this series 
are: Comedy, variety and comedy- 
drama; drama and mystery; popu- 
lar music, semi-°'.ssical music, and 
music and talk; ncws; audience par- 
ticipation and quiz; serials; home- 
making and daytime talk; public 
affairs; juveniles. Outstanding ex- 
amples of misuse and/or intelli- 


gent use of the five F-A-M-E-D | 


principles on programs from each 
category will be cited. 
Testing-Whi'e-You-Wait 
Basis for all conclusions offered 
by Schwerin is the “Schwerin 
System” of testing and pre-testing. 
It was evolved after Horace 
Schwerin’s six prewar years of 
experimentation for ad agencies 
and four years with the Army: 


without the cooperation of Army | 


personnel and equipment, Schwer- 
in believes at least 10 civilian years 
(Continued on page 36) 


STEVENS MADE AD MGR. 
AT AMERICAN TOBACCO 


Appointment of Albert R. Stevens 
as advertising manager of Ameri- 
can Tobacco Co. (Lucky Strike) 
puts another radio-conscious per- 
sonality into the ad helm. That’s 
the post formerly held by Sylvester 
(Pat) Weaver before the latter 





a couple years back. 

Since Weaver’s departure, Louis 
Riggio, son of: American Tobacco 
prexy Vincent Riggio, has held 
down the ad berth for Lucky Strike 
(with veepee Paul Hann handling 
the Pall Mall ad account). 

Stevens was formerly director of 
advertising and sales promotion for 
National Dairies and as such was 
involved in the Sealtest NBC pro- 
gramming. He moves into Ameri- 
ean Tobacco Aug. 15. 


WNEW’s Humor Series 


Gilbert Seldes and Dick Pack 
are priming a comedy series at 
WNEW, New York, titled “Ameri- 
ca’s Funny Bone.” It will be a se- 
ries of recorded programs embrac- 
ing dialect humor, the New York- 
er type of humor, ete. 

Louis Untermyer is 





doing one 


> 


TR’s Flock of Sponsors 


Chicago, July 5. 

Transit Radio picked up 101 new 
sponsors during the past month, in- 
cluding Bendix, Swift & Co., Miles 
Laboratories and Sears Roebuck, 
and will shortly add Kansas City as 
the 15th city using TR. 

Sales veepee Frank Pellegrin 
said that the largest gains have 
been registered in appliances, fur- 
niture and beverages. The sponsor 
list now totals 456. 


B&A Join Comics 
N.Y Huddle Parade 


This is “TV huddle time” for ra- 
dio’s top comics. In the wake of 
the Eddie Cantor, Al Jolson, Jack 





Benny, Ed Gardner, Dennis Day, 
et al., discussions in New York 
lover the past 10 days, latest 
Gotham-bound team to set video 


plans will be Burns & Allen. 

Team is due in later this month 
to powwow with their new boss, 
William S. Paley, who has pacted 
them to a CBS “exclusive” with 
“guarantees” for next season. B&A 
have been pitched up to a number 
of potential clients, but thus far 
there have been no takers, chief 
stymie being the high-priced tag 
attached to the comedy duo. Paley 
has been trying to peddle them as 
an AM-TV package. 

After meeting with CBS, B&A 
sail on the Queen Elizabeth for a 
two-week engagement at the Lon- 


don Palladium Aug. 15. They re-| 


turn to N. Y. after a week in Paris. 


“ABC’s ‘Ist Hundred Years, 
‘Mr. & Mrs. Met’ Prepped 


ABC is prepping a new situation 
comedy, “The First Hundred 
Years,” dealing with the adven- 
tures of a young married couple. 
Scripted by Jean Holloway, the 
'airer will mix tragedy with the 
humorous elements for a change 
of pace. 
| Miss Holloway is also writing the 
audition script for “Mr. and Mrs. 
| Met,” which will cast Lauritz 
Melchior and Helen Traubel as a 
,/husband and wife operatic team. 
‘The airer will have a_ backstage 
locale and will blend longhair and 
pop music with light drama. Audi- 
_tion record, which will be cut this 
| week, will use the Mark Warnow 
_orch, 








‘Lassie Show’ Set for ‘50 
Chicago, July 5. 
Morrell Packing Co. will renew 
the “Lassie Show” for Red Heart 
Dog Food, 52 weeks from Sept. 3 
via NBC, but the 15 min. Sat. show 
from Hollywood will shift from its 
present 4 p.m. (CDT) period to 10 
a.m. 
Show is now off for summer. 





ELLIOT WAGER 
KLZ Script Chief 

KLZ script writer, Elliot Wager, 

was singled out recently by the 

Denver Advertising Club for script- 





ing two award winning programs, | 
“Knave of Hearts” and “Enterprise 
Unlimited’ —another evidence of 
KLZ's leadership in the field of 


radio production. 


KLZ, Denver. 


$1,000,000 Net On 
§ Shows Seen Via 
MGM Network 


MGM Radio Attractions, Metro’s 
venture into the transcription busi- 











ness, should net $1,000,000 annual- | 


ly in profits, according to Bert 
Lebhar, sales manager of WMGM, 
N. Y., and head of the new outfit. 


More than 150 stations have al- 
ready signified their interest in 
buying the eight programs featur- 
ing Metro stars and properties. On 


the basis of 150 outlets, gross take | 


would be around $5,000,000, with 


| production and distribution costs | 


_well under $4,000,000 a year. Ra- 
dio Attractions has already spent 
| $100,000 to turn out 12 hour broad- 
casts of “MGM Theatre of the Air,” 
| 60 quarter-hours of “At Home With 
_Lionel Barrymore,” 60 quarter- 
'hours of George Murphy’s “Good 
'News from Hollywood” and 110 
/quarter-hours of Paula _ Stone’s 
|“Hollywood U. S. A.” Production 
of ‘‘Maisie,”’ “Dr. Kildare,” “Judge 
, Hardy’s Family* and ‘Crime Does 
| Not Pay” will not start until the 
| Station sales picture has been clari- 
| fied. 

Stations are being offered the 
programs at prices ranging from 
one-fifth to one-half their commer- 
cial rate, Lebhar said. Metro’s 
aim is to establish a “network” 
of affiliates who will aid all eight 
shows and also get promotional aid 
from the studio and its theatres, 


(Continued on page 36) 
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~ Hooper Top 15 and the Opposition 


moved over to Young & Rubicam 


on puns; Harry Hershfield on phi- | 


losophical humor; Paul Denis 
practical jokes; Laurence 
on cartoon humor; Dr. Frederick 
Wertham on_ psychological ap- 
proach to humor, and so on. 


on | 
Larier | 


Program Hooperating 
Walter Winchell....... 15.5 
Lux Radio Theatre 13.1 
TAICHE BCOUC cicsveces 122 
Suspense ........ boas Aad 
My Friend Irma...... 11.9 
Crime Photographer... 11.7 
Mr. District Attorney... 11.6 
Louella Parsons........ 11.3 
CUPta "DIO. i.6.c eae - 9.8 
Dig Bity sicsescssvese BS 
MY, MOCO .sitoswsasacss BA 
Judy Canova...... ean 9.2 
Stop the Music....... 9:1 
Dennis Day i. ...s. ‘cove Wes 
Our Miss Brooks....... 8.8 


Total 
network | 
Sponsored Network compe- | 
Competition tion 
NBC Symphony... 3.4 11.6 
Telephone Hour.. 4.9 9.1 
eae SEG SS ee 4.4 
Henry J. Taylor 13 £.0 
Johns-Manville News 1.8 
Voice of Firestone.... 4.0 
MUGIC BGM... dick crs 5.0 93 
Arthur Gaeth 2.3 8.0 
Contented Program... 3.8 
Name the Movie . we 8.6 
Sealtest Variety Show. 4.3 
Lawrence Welk....... 3.5 10.2 
NBC Symphony....... 3.4 11.6 
No Sponsored  Pro- 
grams nce aderat 8.9 
No Sponsored Pro- 
grams Te a bia 9.3 
Theatre U.S.A....... 2.1 10.4 
Fish & Hunt Club ee 
Burns & Allen » 10 
Tales of Fatima...... 4.4 10.1 
DOM BOAGS. «5.04 s50%s 7.0 13.1 
Lum & Abner........ 5.9 
PLOG Atel... vic cceicve 4.9 
NBC Symphony....... 3.4 
National Barn Dance.. 2.8 ie 
Jimmie Fidler........ 3.1 1.2 
Am. Album of Music.. 5.0 


This spring, the Schwerin Sys 
testing had its third anniversary. 


long-term contract, more than 3 


actions to every conceivable kind 
This spring Schwerin began to 
vision with methodology tests in 


paraphrased for three different 


in June. 


sented here for the first time. B 
articles will deal with Schwerin’ 


sponsors, producers, writers, dil 


in qualitative radio research. 


The Schwerin Findings 


tem of qualitative radio program 
Since that first postwar spring of 


1946, when NBC undertook to sponsor the Schwerin System with a 


0 of radio’s top advertisers have 


subscribed to tests of their programs. Result is, 1,100 different pro- 
grams_and nearly 2,000 commercials have been tested, 350,000 radio 
listeners have come to NBC and MBS studios to volunteer their re- 


of radio entertainment. 
apply his AM-experience to tele- 
New York, Chicago, Detroit and 


Cleveland, with the staff preparing a complete recapitulation of 
their testing experience in radio. 


The results were capsuled and 
groups—The N. Y. Radio Execu- 


tives’ club in April, 1949; the Chicago Radio Management club in 
May, and the N. Y. Chapter of the American Marketing Association 


These results, and the principles distilled from them, will be pre- 


eginning with this issue, separate 
s findings on each of 17 leading 


types of programs and commercials, in the hope that agencies, 


‘ectors and all broadcasters wil] 


profit from this, perhaps the most comprehensive effort yet made 














4 N. Y. Replacements 
| On Natl AFRA Board 


Vinton Hayworth, representing 
the actors, and Lawrence Tibbett, 
‘Lanny Ross and Alex McKee, 
|representing the singers, have been 
| elected as replacements on the 
inational board of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists from 
the New York local. Defeated 
candidates for the vacancies were 
Leon Janney, actor, and Julie Con- 
way and Chuck Goldstein, singers. 
The N. Y. local has 15 other seats 
on the national board. 


named to fill a vacancy on the 
N. Y. local board, caused by the 
resignation of Ted deCorsia be- 
cause of film commitments on the 
Coast. Janney had been 10th in 
the election to fill nine seats. 

The N. Y. group also elected 95 
delegates to the “49 AFRA conven- 
tion which will be held in August 
in San Francisco. The local will 
be able to send a large contingent 
to Frisco with proceeds of approxi- 
mately $14,000 from the ball it 
staged in the Hotel Astor May 20. 





Folsom on AM Vs. TY: 
‘Always Be Room For 
Both’; Sails for Europe 


On the eve of his departure for 
a six-week business-vacation trip 
in Europe, leaving tonight (Wed.) 
on the Queen Mary, RCA president 
Frank M. Folsom supplements last 
week’s VARIETY roundup on find- 


ings that “Show Biz Cools Off on 
Video.” Folsom accents that tele- 
vision 
broadcasting, much as sound aug- 
mented the silents, excepting that | 
in AM-TV there will “always be 
room for both of them.” 

“The portable radio that one can 
carry around the house, on the 
porch, to picnics, into the bath- 
\rooms while shaving, for the house- 
wife to listen to news and soap 
'operas while she’s doing the dish- 
es and the household chores, indi- 
cate that sound broadcasting will 
always be with us,” he says. 

“Things that will be perfectly 
natural to look at, like Berle, Ben- | 
ny, Cantor and such stars will 
naturally be ideal for television,” 
'Folsom continues, “but we must 
strike a balance in our belief that 
_the American public will desert 
radio 100% for TV. That’s not just 
so, nor likely ever to become so. 
There’s certainly a place for both 
(Continued on page 36) 








WGL’s New Ownership 


Fort Wayne, July 5. 

News-Sentinel Publishing Co., 
publishers of the Fort Wayne 
News-Sentinel, has taken over op- 
eration of WGL, that city, from the 
FAR Liquidating Corp., formerly 
Farnsworth Television and Radio 
Corp., which owned the station 
since 1944, 

License for Farnsworth’s experi- 
mental television station, which 
was not sought by the News-Sen- 


tinel, has been transferred to the | 


_Capehart-Farnsworth Corp. by the 
j FUC. 





- + 


Janney previously had _ been | 


is an extension of sound, 


CBS Streamlining Axes Shayon, Six - 
Asst. Directors; Chester Heads News 


Although CBS’ 10% economy 
cutback last week for the most part 
effected the secretarial-lower di- 
visional staffs, cuing a wholesale 
doubling up and_= streamlining, 
some of the lopoffs has occasioned 
trade surprise. 

Among those to be axed was 
Robert L. Shayon, for the past few 
years one of the vital cogs in the 
scripting of CBS documentaries, 
and whose solo efforts have won 
him industry kudos. Factor in the 
Shayon dismissal was the dropping 
of the “You Were There” historical 
reprise series, which the web had 
been unable to sell. For a while 
there was talk of dumping the en- 
tire documentary unit. 

Six assistant directors who had 
been assigned to commercial shows 
| were dropped, with only a mini- 
mum of squawks from the agen- 
cies involved in the programs. 
Otherwise program veepee Hub- 
bell Robinson, Jr., came off with- 
out losses on the creative level. 

Also occasioning some surprise 
was the dismissal of Jack Bachem 
in the sales department. He had 
been with the network for 12 years, 
working on the Compton and 

Maxon agency accounts and cov- 
ering the Philadelphia-Baltimore- 
| Pittsburgh area. He was one of 
|the higher paid salesmen. 

| Network’s news department, 
both AM and TV, got the most 
{thorough going over, with the es- 
tablishment of a pattern of inte- 
gration on all public affairs broad- 
casts under Davidson Taylor. 





| Perhaps the most drastic realign- 


ment of jobs affects Ed Chester 
and Wells Church. Chester, for- 
mer director of news, special 
events and sports in TV, becomes 
(Continued on page 36) 


MARKLE TO TAKE TIME 
OFF TO COMPLETE PLAY 


Instead of returning to the CBS 
staff under terms of his lend-lease 
arrangement whereby he directed 
“Ford Theatre” for Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt agency the past season, 
Fletcher Markle will take a leave 
of absence. He sails for Europe 
today (Wed.) along with Vincent 
McConnor, script editor on the 
Ford show. Markle hopes to fin- 
ish a play while abroad. 

CBS is committed to rehire 
Markle, now that Ford has can- 
celled out the hour-long dramatic 
show. But the European trip will 
hold up his return, and also gives 
Markle an opportunity to explore 
other outside commercial deals be- 
fore finally deciding to check in 
with Columbia again. 


~ Ruth Lyons’ Cincy SRO 


Cincinnati, July 5. 
| Ruth Lyons, Cincy’s top femme 
‘radio entertainer in point of serv- 
ice and five-figure annual salary, 
brightened her halo with a single- 
announcement audience sellout of 
her Monday through Friday “Fifty 
Club” show for the entire 1950 
stretch. Block reservations for the 
series this year were filled in two 
days. 

A luncheon 








and participation 


pitch, the three-year-old show origk 
nates in the Gibson hotel! aad lim- 
its attendance to 50 women. 
$1.25 per head. 

Most of the daily — 
cover complete groups from points 
;within a 300-mile radius. 


Fee 1S 


reservations 
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Lo, the Poor Radio Ed 


Wednesday, July 6, 1949 


VARIETY 


RANIO 29 
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Radio editors around the country, on the basis of complaints 
peing received, are in a tailspin over the increasing mail load. now 
that those two items known as FM and TV have projected them- 


selves into the picture. 


In key cities such as New York and Chicago the radio eds squawk 
that they're burdened down with 75 to 100 mailing pieces of pub- 
licity a day, so that it’s actually become a physical task in opening 


the envelopes. 


Healthy aspect of the beefs is that it has already cued a stream- 


lining technique, notably at NBC 


Orders have gone out to bear 


down on the volume of stuff, to trim and condense wherever pos- 
sible; to lay off the puffs ‘even at the risk of incurring the enmity 


of agencies and sponsors) and 
worthy items. 
less from NBC. 


Actually, the reaction from agencies has been surprising. 


restrict mailing pieces to news- 


As result radio eds receive six envelopes a week 


Instead 


of complaints, they go along with the premise that radio eds. con- 


ditioned to “no puff” envelopes 


the contents. 


, will be more apt to scrutinize 








Pat’ Weaver in Y&R Checkout To 
Head Up NBC-TV: 


In one of the major switchovers + 


of the year, Sylvester (Pat) Weaver. 
radio-TV programming veepee at 
Young & Rubicam, is moving over 
to NBC to head up the web's TV 
operations. Weaver is taking along 
with him Fred Wile, Y & R pro- 
duction supervisor. 

Weaver, who prior to his Y&R 
regime was radio veepee for Amer- 
ican Tobacco under the late George 
Washington Hill, was named to the 
NBC post by Charles Denny, Jr.. 
the network’s No. 2 man, as part 


NBC-Y&R ‘Swap’ 
Just’ as, some years back, 
there was a continuous ex- 
change of personnel between 
Young & Rubicam and ABC 
‘Chet La Roche, Hubbell Rob- 
inson, et al.), the major “swap” 
routine of the year now in- 
volves Y & R and NBC. 

Sylvester (Pat) Weaver, ra- 
dio-TV program v.p. at Y&R, 
moves over to NBC as the 
No. 1 tele man. In exchange 
Y&R is inheriting Ken Dyke, 
who was administrative pro- 
gram veepee at NBC. 








of the current sweeping realign- | 


Wile Also Switches 


Milton Berle, 


for obvioys reasons, 





in relation to television, 
expounds on 


The Public Be Right 
k wk * 


on editorial feature in the 


4th Annual 
Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out This Month 


Roi Tan Cigar Buys 














Davis 8156 Show 


On CBS Fri. at 9 


ments designed to give NBC pro- | 


gram supremacy in tele. Weaver. 


heed a veep tag and moves in Aug. 


Weaver moveover is doubly sig- 
nificant, providing a partial answer 
to the ultimate fate of key agency 
braintrusters in the face of dwin- 
dling radio properties. Once top- 
dog among agencies in the 
big-league nighttime network 
Sweepstakes, Y & R comes up in 
the fall with only two major Holly- 
wood originations — Bob Hope 
‘actually a non-agency package) 
and “My Favorite Husband,” in this 
instance, too, a CBS-developed 


‘(Continued on page 36) 


4 By Carrington 
On Comm’ Sked 


_ Kraft, moving into daytime radio 
In the fall, having bought the 
10:30-10:45 morning strip on NBC, 
has acquired “Marriage for Two” 
as the vehicle to showcase. This is 
the Elaine Carrington-owned serial 
Which did sustaining service for a 
CBS stretch last season. 

P Because of contractual restric- 
tions involving the sponsors of her 
other three daytime shows—Proc- 
ter & Gamble and General Foods— 





Miss Carrington will only be identi- 


fied with the new package as the 
Owner. The production has been 
Parcelled out to the John Gibbs 
Office, which in effect takes over 
the property on a lend-lease basis. 
inifred Wolf will do the scripting. 
_ NBC Starts rolling with ‘‘Mar- 
riage” July 11 on a_ sustaining 
basis, with Kraft stepping into the 
Sponsorship picture Oct. 4. Staats 
Otsworth and Terry Keane have 
een pacted as the leads. 
_ Miss Carrington’s other proper- 
les are “When a Girl Marries,” 
Pepper Young’s Family’ and 
Rosemary,” 


American Tobacco, in a radio 
budget expansion, has negotiated 
a deal to buy the Friday at 9 time 
on CBS, being vacated by “Ford 
Theatre.” along with the new CBS 
house-built Joan Davis show, 
‘‘Leave It to Jane,” which preemed 
Monday night (4) on the 9:30 
“Lux Theatre’ hiatus’ period as a 
summer sustainer. Show has been 
packaged by CBS at $8,500, which 
includes agency commission. 

Columbia won out over NBC, 
which had been pitching up a less 
expensive show about Treasury 
agents called “T-Men.” Davis show 
will check in commercially in Sep- 
tember on the tobacco company’s 


hoi Tan Cigar account. Roi Tan 
hasn't been in radio in nearly a 
decade. 

Unusual aspect of deal is that | 
American Tobacco grabbed the 
show “cold” from an audition rec- | 
ord. without benefit of the usual | 
sustaining ride attending such 


house-built packages. 

Unlike her previous “stand up” 
joke shows, the new Davis stanza 
(see Radio Reviews) is a situation 
comedy developed by the Columbia 
program braintrusters. 

Sale represents a time-and-talent 
splurge of about $850,000 a year. 


FCC Shy One Member 


Washington, July 5. 
The FCC is currently operating 
with six. instead of a full comple- 
ment of seven Commissioners. 
Term of Commissioner Edward M 
Webster expired midnight June 30, 
without the Senate acting to con- 
firm Webster for another term. 
Webster has been renominated 
by President Truman and the Sen- 
ate Interstate Commerce Commit- 
tee will be conducting a hearing on 





him tomorrow. Indications are 
that he will get the green flag. 
However, in the meantime, Web- 


ster is off the payroll and waiting 


for the Senate to act. i 


———— > 
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By GEORGE ROSEN 
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CBS 


for the past seven months 
has been quietly engaged in a 
unigue contribution designed to 
put the “human equation” into 
radio commercials. The effective- 
ness of “sincere” plugs has been 
put through the testing mill at 


WCCO, the nework’'s o & o sta- 
tion in Minneapolis, where the an- 
nouncers have been schooled in 
new techniques. Since then the 
idea has been broadened to include 


‘all of the CBS owned-and-operated 


Stations. Eventually it 
work’s goal to adopt 
stering”’ 


all 


is the net- 
“sincere huck- 
as a standard practice on 
coast-to-coast commercials. 


This represents the first major 
and constructive move within the 
industry to rid radio. commercial 


announcements of the “insincerity” 
Stigma that’s been attached to them 
for It’s the culmination of 
an idea conceived some time back 
by Howard Meighan, one of the 
web’s upper echelon veepees. Idea 
stems from an awareness that the 
advertising agencies, entrusted | 
with the task of preparing clients’ 


years. 


copy, have, through the years, | 
sloughed off radio commercial 
treatment while the men of. bril- 





liance within the copy-writing fra- | 
ternity have always. channeled | 
their energies into the black-and- | 
white medium. 

This has applied to practically 
every top agency and every man 
worth his salt in the business, with 


perhaps the single exception of 
Bob Colwell (now partnered with 
Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & 
Bayles), who in his longtime re- 
gime at J. Walter Thompson, vest- 
ed radio commercial copy with a 
slickness uncommon to the indus- 
try. 


It was ease of CBS deciding to 
take the bull by the horns. The 
informal, off-the-cuff treatment ac- 
corded Lipton Tea commercials by 
Arthur Godfrey. and more latterly 
the “human values” brought to the 
Sanka plugs by Gertrude Berg on 
TV convinced CBS that patterning 
the commercial to the personality 
of the “huckster” could go far to- 
ward giving commercials new 
meaning and a heretofore unrec- 
ognized sales impact. 

In the case of WCCO, where CBS 
spent months trving to divorce the 
“insincerity” element from com- 
mercials, it frequently meant toss- 
ing agency copy out of the window, 
or doing a complete revamp job to 
fit the personality of the particular 
announcer. But, surprising enough, 
there wasn’t a dissenting voice 
from the agency or the sponsor 
camp. This has given CBS suffi- 
cient heart to go all out on the 
campaign. 


Colgate Strategy 
To ‘Go Daytime’ 


Television or no television, the 
soap companies are as bullish to- 
day about daytime radio as they 
were a decade ago. 

Evidence of the continued “go 
daytime” thinking is reflected anew 
in the negotiations currently under 
way by Super Suds (Colgate), via 
William Esty agency, for two quar- 
ter-hour CBS daytime strips, with 
expectations that Colgate may 
finalize the deal shortly. Client re- 
cently dropped its nighttime 
“Blondie’ on NBC and is seri- 
ously eveing the 3:30-4 p.m. Colum- 
bia cross-the-board slots for a pick- 
“Woman in White” and a 
Kent serial 





! 


show 


up of 


Viona 





Un-Radio TV 


Some of the radio fraternity 
around New York were dis- 
cussing last week the advisa- 

tv of setting up a Wash- 

ston lobby to invite a Con- 


cressional probe of television. 
They claim it’s un-radio. 


CERE’ HUCKSTERS 





Petry Control Feud 


Jeopardizes 


HEART’ Cream Accounts; Station Reps Alert 


Selves for Graboff of Choice Plums 





4* 

Chas. G. Mortimer, Jr. || 

(Vice-President, Marketing, 
General Foods Corp.) 


expounds on why he calls 
Television—Jekyll 


and Mr. Hyde 





~ *&* * 
in the forthcoming 
Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 
Out This Month 


Mutual, Nex 
For Axings, To 
Swing Lightly 


Mutual is reported to be next in 











in the current wave of econo- 
the 


However, it’s un- 


line 


mies sweeping networks and 
radio in general. 
that 


anywhere 


derstood the axings wouldn't 
drastic as 


NBC 


near as 


ABC, 


be 


those initiated by and 


CBS. 

Mutual’s 
White, 
ministrative setup closely but has 
bided his time on personnel deci- 
sions, waiting until the other webs 
resolved their retrenchment  pat- 
tern. 

The economy sweeps have met 
with mixed reaction among key in- 
dustry men. On the one hand it’s | 
argued that the webs, for the most 
part, have been overstaffed; that 
the streamlining attuned to chang- 
ing conditions reveals a healthy at- 
titude which should pave the way | 
for the lower-cost radio formula of | 
the future. | 

Others maintain that, with radio 
listening at its peak this year and 
networks still enjoying strato- 
spheric billings, the economies are 
unjustified and are predicated on 
a “fear of fear.” 


NAB’S NEW ‘FORMAT’ 
WHIPPED INTO SHAPE 


Lancaster, Pa., July 5. 

Plan to reorganize the structure 
of the National Assn. of Broadcast- 
ers is being worked out by a com- 
mittee headed by Clair R. McCol- 
lough, prexy of WGAL here. Final 
recommendations will be whipped 
into shape this weekend at Ports- 
mouth, N. H., for presentation to 
the NAB board on Monday (11). 

The committee has received sug- 
gestions from various sections of 
the industry and McCollough is 
still in process of sorting and col- 
lating them. 


Frank 
been studying the ad- 


new prexy, 


has 





Ex-Mountie Gets Canada’s 
Juiciest Newscast Plum 


Toronto, July 5 
Following unexpected death of 
Jim Hunter, juiciest newcast plum 
in Canadian radio goes to John 
Collingwood Reade who will handle 
the two-a-day ‘a.m. and p.m.) news- 
CFRB, largest-powered 
ndependent station in Canada. 
Ex-Mountie and war correspond- 
Reade was latterly public rela- 
man for the Hydro-Electric 
Commission, is still consultant to 
latter in addition to his newscasting 
chores. 


casts” for 


ent 


tions 


| 
the 


Practically the entire station rep 
keenly eyeing an inner-or- 
conflict going on at 


field is 


ganizational 


Edward Petry outfit which finds 
Petrv and Henry Christal, _ re- 
garded as the No. 2 man, fighting 


it out to determine where control 
shall be vested. 

There's a lot at stake, even 
volving what some as the 
integration of an outfit that’s been 
top dog in the whole station rep 
operation, what with 39 of the na- 
tion’s key. stations, along with 
Texas Quality Network, Yankee 
Network and five TV operations on 
its far-flung schedule 

Already two of the major and 
lucrative accounts, involving the 
50-kw WSM in Nashville, and WSB 


in- 


see dis- 


in Atlanta, are in jeopardy. WSM, 
whose five-year contract has ex- 
pired, reportedly has returned its 
new contract-to the station rep 
outht. informing Petry & Co. that 
they had better first set their 


house in order if they want to talk 


business. Meanwhile WSM is do- 
ing business with Petry on a 
month to month basis. WSB's 


extension (contract ex- 
June 1) gives the Cox 
breather on deciding 
whether to let Petry rep it again. 

A couple weeks back the man- 
agers of the Petry-repped stations 
met in emergency meeting in 
Chicago. alarmed over the widen- 
ing breach between Petry and 
Christal. which has been waging in 
the courts. The stations frankly 
admitted that the feud has been af- 
fecting their business and they 
wanted to know “what gives?” 

It’s almost axiomatic among the 
big station operators that “if you 
want to share the spoils on na- 
tional spot campaigns you've got 
to do business with Petry.” A flock 
of other station reps wouldn't 
mind inching into the bigtime pic- 
ture and grabbing off some of the 
choice plums. 

In addition to Petry and Chris- 

‘Continued on page 37) 


WQQW Commie 
Tag Repudiated 


Washington, July 5. 
Pinning a Red tag on station 
WQQW by innuendo was attacked 
in a last week by the 
station’s president, Morris Rod- 
man, who also denied that he was 


automatic 
pires next 
station a 


statement 


in any way connected with the 
Commies. 
Earlier in the week, the House 


Un-American Activities Committee 
had before it two women witnesses, 


Mrs. Bella Rodman (‘not Morris 
Rodman’s wife), and Mrs. Rose 
Anderson, both of whom refused 


to answer questions on whether 
they had any Communist affilia- 
tions. The women were then asked 
whether they were stockholders in 
WQQW. Both said they were. Sta- 
tion said Mrs. Anderson owned 30 
of 1,338 shares, but that Mrs. Rod- 
man was mistaken, she owned none 
‘(Continued on page 37) 


P&G’s Agency Realignment 


Having axed two cross-the-board 
daytime strips, "What Makes You 
Tick?” on CBS and the repeat of 
“Ma Perkins” on NBC, Procter & 
Gamble is shifting agencies on 
three soapers, as part of its bud- 
getary realingnment for the fiscal 
year that started July 1. 

“Big Sister’’ moves from Comp- 
ton to Biow, “Life Can Be Beauti- 
ful’ from Biow to Benton & Bowles 
and “Welcome Travelers” from 
Compton to  Dancer-Fitzgerald- 
Sample. Soaper moves become ef- 
fective July 15. 

“Welcome Travelers,’ half-hour 
audience participation strip, cur- 
rently on ABC, will move over to 
NBC the latter part of September. 
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REAKFAST WITH BURROWS 
Jith Abe Burrows, Doro Merande, 
Milton Deluge orch, Lyn Duddy 
choral group; Bern Bennett, an- 
nouncer; Binnie Barnes, guest 


Writer - Producer - Director: Bur- | 
rows 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 
CBS, from N. Y. 
Abe Burrows, one of the more 


refreshing talents in radio, is giv- 


ing summertime listening a con- 
siderable lift, now that he’s doub- 
ling from the CBS “This Is Broad- 
way” program into his own half- 
hour Monday night stanza. ‘“Break- 
fast With Burrows” the’s just a 
puy who gets up late) went into 
{ t half-hour segment of the 
Val | Radio Theatre’ on 
Columbia this week and lit repre 
sents | mo ambitious attempt 
yet to project the Burrows humor 
on tl coast-to-coast kilocycles 
There's a lot of “dressing” that’s 
gone into the 30-minute format 
designed to give it a production 
status what with a guest star 
(Binnie Barnes the Lyn Duddy 
vocal group. the dry and caustic 
byplavy of Doro Merande as a per- 
manent fixture on the show, plus 
Milton DeLugg’s fine musical back- 


basically, it’s the 
Burrows handiwork that gives the 
peculiar and unpredict- 

It's no cinch carrying 
this one, for it 


grounding But 


show its 
Aavol 

ball weekly on 
represents a four-way Burrows 
spread including the writing, di- 
recting and producer chore as well 
the Burrows person- 


able 


the 


as projecting 
ality 
Perhaps 


the unfortunate aspect 


of a Burrows show on radio is that 
he requires time to create the 
mood and feeling for his distinc- 
tive talents: those who know Bur- 
rows are already attuned and 
know what to expect. That crash, 


harsh monotone won't immediately 


entice newcomers without a_ pre- 
liminary warmup period, yet a 
half-hour show feels bound to 
punch right from the start. It 
cunt take the initial five minutes 
to create desired informality for 
the Burrows banter and _ ballads. 


It’s for this reason that it shouldn't 
attempt too much. but rely more 
on the Burrows’ personality to 
come across Perhaps a_ slower- 
paced show, permitting Burrows 
to wind up to his own parodic 
finale. would establish the blase 
“Breakfast” nook 

It's because Burrows is. that 
good (as witness the reprise of the 
musicomedy version of “Hamlet” 


and “Brooklyn, U.S.A.", along 
with his writing contrib for the 
grocery boy bit) that it’s worth 
whipping into better shape. 

Rose. 


STRAWHAT CONCERTS 

With Columbia Concert Orch, con- 
ducted bv Bernard Herrmann; 
Sandy Becker, announcer 

Producer: James Fassett 

Director: Oliver Daniel 

30 Mins.: Mon., 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from N. Y. 
With the summer hiatus period 


usually considered a time to ex- 
periment with new program for- 
mats for the fall. CBS took the 


easy way out in lining up this re- 
placement for “My Friend Irma.” 
Eight-week “Strawhat Concerts” is 
just what the title implies—a 
string of lightopera and musicom- 
edy standards, easily played for 
smooth summer listening. Show 
should do okay listenerwise. 
Selections on the preem show 
{4) were good and_= sufficiently 
mixed to afford neat pacing for the 
half-hour. Best was a smooth ar- 
rangement of Duke Ellington’s 
“Sophisticated Lady” and a spar- 


kling rendition ot Ferde Grofe’s 
“Mardi Gras.” Orch. under the 
capable baton of Bernard Herr- 
mann, sounded full-bodied and 


proved its versatility with equally 


good jobs on all tunes. Brassy 
introduction to the program 
sounded enough like an outdoor 
band concert to give it a summer- 
time touch 

Announcer Sandy Becker let the 
music carry the show, confining 
his narration only to brief intros. 


CBS took the middle break. usually 
reserved for a commercial, to spot- 
light Norman Corwin’s upcoming 
“Citizen of the World” program 
Sial. 


‘URT BELL TRIO 
9 Mins.: Mon. thru Sat.. 11.15 p.m. 
VP. ®%, Albany 


Trio 


if 
1 
y 


plaving its second engage- 


ment at the Ten Exvck Hotel, fea- 
tures continental numbers. Dancers 
and others in Rose Lounge like 


them, judging trom applause. Some 
of the broadcasts make better lis- 
tening than others. It’s a question 
of balance and perhaps acoustics. 
Glen Walrath announces’ the 
nutnbers and does the plug, which 
siress atmosphere, appointments 
and refreshments. Jaco. 


/'SCREEN DIRECTORS PLAY-| 
| HOUSE 
With Cary Grant, H. C. Potter; | 
Henry Russell Orch 
Writer: Milton Geiger, Dick Sim- 
mons 
| Producer-director: Howard Wiley 
30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 
PABST BEER 
NBC, from Hollywood 
(Warwick & Legler) 
Screen Directors Playhouse bow- 
ed breezily as a commercial Friday 


(1) with an ether version of the 
Cary Grant-Myrna Loy-Melvyn , 
Douglas film, *My Blandings 
Builds His Dream House.” Pre- 
viously a sustainer tagged “NBC 
Theatre,” this half-hour stanza was 
picked up for a 14-week summer 
stretch by Pabst Beer and handed 

new title. The film-a-week adap- 
tation |! been rooved into the 
time slot former! occupied bv the 
Eddie Cantor show 

“Plavhouse’s” format hews sub- 
stantially to the same _ policy as 
when the show \ one ot NBC's 
top house programs As adapted 
by Milton Geiger and Dick Sim- 
mons, the radio “Blandings” cap- 
tured as best it could the light 
frothy comedy of the picture 
Grant gave the show a lift in por- 
traying his original role while sup- 
porting players were capable. How 
ever, a varn otf this type cries out 
for a visual medium—a point plain- 
ly obvious to those who have seen 
the film 

H. C. Potter. director of the cel- 
luloid “Blandings,”’ introed Grant 
and later exchanged a bit of in- 
nocuous banter with the star. Top 
field day belonged to the sound 


effects man who probably reveled 


in making with the construction 
noises. Pabst plugs were modest 
and were woven around the claim 
that on “these hot July days Pabst 
is welcome relief—taste will tell 
you why it’s the finest.” Gilb. 


MY SILENT PARTNER 

With Faye Emerson, Cameron An- 
drews, Harold Stone, Ruth Gil- 
bert Lyle Sudrow; Dick Dudley, 
announcer 

Producer: Robert Adams 

Director: Jim Hayes 

Writer: Sheldon Reynolds 

30 Mins., Thurs., 8 p. m. 

Sustaining 

NBC, from N. Y. 

Fave Emerson's first radio series 
is a starry-eyed domestic comedy, 
expertly cast and performed, and 
well-scripted and produced, that in 
its first program didn’t quite find 
itselt Initial airer Thursday (30) 
had a good many laughs but not 
too much point. Promise is there 
for a good show, however, when 
the series is shaken down and de- 
velops a character of its own. Too 
much corn; stock characters in 
steck dialog, and other handicaps, 
hobbled the preem program, to 
take the edge off a lot of other- 
wise amusing moments and light 
banter. 

Miss Emerson is cast as a small- 
town gal who establishes herself 
in business in N. Y. as a trouble 
consultant. Trouble was, in open- 
ing stanza, that the gal seemed in 


need of a lot of advice herself, 
rather than having any to give. 
This may have been necessary to 


set preliminaries for the series, and 
certainly the idea of a romantic 
femme trouble-shooter offers pos- 
sibilities. But plot structure on 
the opener was sometimes just a 
little silly. 

As a charming nitwit and 
ern Alice -in- Wonderland, Miss 
Emerson sounded fresh and ap- 
pealing, though at times being a 
little too coy. An excellent sup- 
porting cast included Cameron An- 
drews as a philosophizing janitor, 
Harold Stone as a hugely-amusing 
soda-fountain counterman, Ruth 
Gilbert as a public stenog, and Lyle 
Sudrow for the romantic interest 
as a voung lawyer. Bron. 


mod- 


DICK JURGENS TREASURY 
SHOW 
With Three Suns 
Producer: Robert Ray 
Director: John Dietz 
30 Mins.: Sat., 7 p.m. 
U. S. TREASURY DEPT. 
CBS, from New York 
Treasury Department's newest 
sponsorship provides a good musi- 
cal show based on the work of Dick 
Jurgens’s “orchestra, which hasn't 
had as enviable an opportunity to 


show its wares in a good many 
moons, and the Three Suns, one 
of the most colortul small com- 
binations available They com- 
bined. Saturday (2) to musically 
kick off what probably will add 
up to a very listenable series 


Jurgens, a Coast-originated band 
that specializes in semi-novelty 
material, but which plays straight 
music in excellent fashion, did a 
neat job. tt worked various tempi 
into a neativ woven pattern of 
cleanly played pop music. And the 
Three Suns. with such items as 
“Frasquita Serenade,” ably filled 
the chinks 

Treasury plugs for bond-savings 
are smoothly and logically 
projected. Wood. 




















SALTER 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 

It Pays to Be Ignorant—CBS 


HARRY 





GUY LOMBARDO ORCHESTRA 

With Kenny Gardner, Don Rodney, 
Trio 

Producer-Director: Charles Kebbe 


30 Mins.: Sun. 7:50 p.in. 
REXALL 
NBC, from New York 


(BBD&O 


Guy Lombardo’s” orchestra is 
rarely out of a commercial radio 
job With this broadcast the 
perennial dance combo instituted 


a summer replacement for Phil 


Harris and Alice Fave. backed by 
Rexall 

Lombardo never changes. 
Neither does his impact. He 
varies only with the tvpe of songs 
reaching hit status. This show 
was smartly paced and smoothly 


executed, based on a colorful mix- 


ture of pops, standards and the 
ever - present Lombardo medley. 
Kenny Gardner, Don Rodney and 
the band’s trio alternated in han- 


dling vocals. It was well done. 
Rexall plugs are lightly projected 
and kept within bounds Wood. 


SHEILAH GRAHAM 
With Don McCall 
Writer: Miss Graham 
15 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
MBS, from Hollywood 
As a replacement for the Jimmie 
Fidler show, Hollywood columnist 
Sheilah Graham Sunday 
(3) on the Mutual net with what 
appears to be a surefire formula 
for winning dialer attention, In 
purveying filmland gossip Miss 
Graham doesn’t hew to a _ high 
plane, but gives what the masses 
presumably want—a peephole 
view of the stars’ private lives. 
Taking the ‘witness stand,” 
Miss Graham was tossed a_ half 
dozen odd queries by Don Mc- 
Call as to wether it was true or 
false if Shirley Temple’s marriage 
was on the rocks; was Brian Don- 
levy going to iink with Audrey 
Totter, and kindred romantic ques- 


bowed 


tions. She caustically “profiled” 
Jennifer Jones and announced a 
“What's Wrong and What's Right 
with Hollywood?” contest for 


listeners. 

Miss Graham personally felt that 
Hollywood should be flailed for 
charging “new prices for old pic- 
tures” (reissues) and on the credit 
side rated it kudos for its “Hopes, 
Scharys and ‘Home of the Braves’.” 
Formerly on Mutual's “Yours for a 
Song” show, the columnist em- 
ployed an authoritative stvle which 
was enhanced by her trace of a 
British accent. On the basis of 
her initialer, Miss Graham looks 


all set. Gilb. 

MYSTERY HALL 

With Larry Haines, Ann Thomas, 
Adelaide Klein, Harold Stone, 
Louis Sorin, Sandy Bickert: an- 
nouncer, John Scott 

Producer - Director - Writer: Tex 


Weiner 
30 Mins.: Sun, (3), 
Sustaining 
MBS, from New York 

For five weeks Mutual will show- 
its “Mvys- 
preemed on 


3:30 p.m, 


case new whodunits 
Hall.’ 


opener 


on 
tery 
the 


Program 


was “Scoop Davis.” a 


creation of Tex Weiner, which 


didn't 
Davis is a crime reporter in the 
venerable tradition of “Front 
Page” and other hackneved, hokey 
glamorizations of the omniscient 
legman In this case. however. 
the hero is a bit cocky and 
somewhat more philosophical about 
“Life on the Great White Way.” 
Yarn was a seamy piece about a 
character named Gardenia Mary, 


add up to much 


less 


who was being blackmailed by a 
(Continued on page 37) j 


| Producer - Director -Writers: 


YOUNG LOVE 


With Jimmy Lydon, Janet Waldo,’ With Joan Davis, Joseph 


John Heistand, others 


Lawrence, Bob Lee 
30 Mins., Mon., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from Hollywood 

The producing-directing-writing 
team of Jerry Lawrence and Bob 
Lee have utilized some 
better regular-season gags and 
situations to give “Young Love” a 
feathery touch. This summer re- 
placement shapes up as a particu- 
larly charming show which ‘should 
provide considerable’ divertisse- 
ment to a hot summer's evening. 

It’s a story of college amour In 
a school which doesn’t permit for 
any such activity in its curriculum 
Jimmy Lydon and Janet Waldo are 


the pair of frustrated lovers who 
marry despite the school’s regu 
lations and are forced to keep this 
step secretive. It's a comedy show 
which, if kept in bounds, can be 
one of the better summer shows 

The charter participants, Lydon 


Miss Waldo and John Heistand 
indicate that *hev're experienced 
hands at this type of comedy. The 
juvenile leads play their parts with 
the proper youthful touches while 
Heistand as the understanding Pro 


fessor Mitchell provides an tronic 
contrast 

While Lawrence and Lee indi- 
cate that they've poured consider- 
able effort into the writing of this 


show, they haven't neglected pro- 
ducing and directorial chores. All 
departments have been filled with 


good taste and proper regard to! 
timing and structure Jose 
SPIN TO WIN 

With Warren Hull, emcee; guests 
Producers: Mark Goodson Bill 

Todman 
45 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from N. Y. 

Giveaway programs are reach- 
ing a zenith, or nadir. when CBS 
can spot one for 45 minutes a 
night, five times a week, with a 
$15,000 jackpot of prizes, as with 


Win.” But, 
the public wants, and 
when it’s dressed up as. aitrac- 
tively as this one. it deserves its 
spot Program is expertly pro- 
duced. and is kept moving snap- 
pily along by emcee Warven Hull. 

Airer is built on the’ simple 
principle of plaving a series of 
popular disks and asking various 
questions about them, such as the 
name of the singers, the song 
titles. type of dance’ rhythms 
played, etc. Interesting new quirk 
is the performance of a wellknown 
tune played backwards, with 
guessers winning the jackpot. On 
opening night Monday (4), the 
$15,000 jackpot was cracked, 
which is rather unusual for a 
coast-to-coast preem. Another un- 
usual setup on this quizzer is the 


“Spin to apparently, 


it’s what 


fact that both a telephoned con- 
testant anywhere in the U. S., and 
members of the studio audience, 


Share in the questions and prizes. 
If a telephoned contestant misses 
a question, he designates a studio 
audience member to try for him, 
and if the latter wins. the tele- 
phonee gets a chance at the jack- 
pot query. 

Monday night’s preem was in- 
teresting (in addition to the jack- 
pot being won) by the fact that the 
records chosen for playing were 
all of superior grade. and varied. 
Also, generous samplings of them 
were given. On the other hand. 
most of the questions were easy. 
and only the problem of guessing 


the disk played backward offered 
any difficulties. But that prob- 
lem was a toughie. Bron. 
VOICES AND EVENTS 
30 Mins., Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBC, N. Y. 

This new stanza which teed off 
Sunday (3) on NBC network is 


another public servicer appealing 
especially to the quick reader of 
the news without time to fully 
digest contents. The reprise of im- 
portant news of the week §&hirt- 
tailed by current news of the day 
‘Sunday? jells into a very interest- 
ing as well as informative program. 

Program, which is the composite 
effort, script-wise and production- 
wise. of James Fleming and the 
NBC News and Special Events di- 


vision. had plenty of bite on 
initialer via commentary and ex- 
cerpts from the Alger Hiss com- 
mie-tinged perjury trial and the 
Judy Coplan conviction and = sen- 
tencing. Various newsmen from 


the locations wherein events oceur 
handle the cominentary in breezy 
and intevesting fashion which be- 
speaks plenty knowhow and sharp 
editing. Other items touched upon 
were commentaries by various big- 
wigs on the state of the nation, 
possible depression and like items. 
Also a crow-caller trom Mississippi. 
It’s all handled in “living news- 
paper” style and hits the mark. 
Edba. 


Jerry | 


| 


| 


of their! 


$$ 


LEAVE IT TO JOAN 


Elvia Allman; Bob Lemond a 

nouncer; Lud Gluskin orch |” 
Writers: Jess Goldstein, A] Gor. 

don, Jack Harvey, Marvin Bars 
Director-Producer: Dick Mack F 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from Hollywood 

Deal is set for American Tobace 
to hop on this one for talj Spén. 
sorship on behalf of its Roi Tan 
Cigars, the client buying jt “cold” 
on the basis that CBS has evolved 
a new and different type Joan 
Davis with a situation comed, re 
place of her stand up comedic< of 
the past. Perhaps by the tin 
September rolls around 
also inject the most vital element 
of all—a scfipting job that 
some pretense at originality 


time 


they’) 
nakes 


“Leave It to Joan” for the injt 


" ° tilila 
weeks of ils airing has gone into 
the first half-hour of the “Ly, 
Radio Theatre’ Monday night 


time As summer fare. it is 
bitious programming 
comedienne, whether it’s 


dalm- 
the 
Situation 


fo 


comedy or the hard-and-fast oa 
routine, Knows how to deliver 4 
laugh with the best of them. But 
her four—count ’em—writers yn- 
fortunately fell into a pedestrian 
groove for the premiere instal). 
ment. The characterizations (ip- 
cluding the usual foils that could 


have come off a dozen other shows) 


are strictly off the stock shelf. and 
even the “situation comedy” was 
something of an elusive item on 
the preem, which generally re- 


sorted to punch lines for the laugh 
payoff. 

Dick Mack is back for his. peren- 
nial association with Miss Davis as 
director-producer, which bespeaks 
topflight production. Rose. 


YOUR MARRIAGE 

With Samuel G. and Esther B. 
Kling 

Producer-Director: Bob Novak 

Writer: Gerald Gerson 

15 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 

Sustaining 

MBS, from New York 
Samuel G. Kling, a Baltimore 

divorce attorney, and his wife, a 

psychologist anu marriage adviser, 


11:15 a.m, 


draw on cases from their daily 
syndicted column for this dramat- 
ico-counseling strip. Story on the 


preem dealt with a bachelor girl 
who snagged a mate by being coy 
and hard to pin down. After the 
honeymoon, however, the. bride’s 
keeping her groom guessing nearly 


wrecked their relationship until 
the Klings came to the pairs 
rescue. 

Their advice, that a man likes 


the guessing game while the chase 
is on but wants his spouse above 
suspicion after the courtship is 
over, was well stated. However, 
the Klings’ analysis did not go very 
deep. Burden of blame was placed 
on the frau, while the fact that the 
hubby had an immature desire to 


be petted and reassured should 
have called for comment. The ex- 
perts merely left it at “let your 


husband revel in the certainty ot 
your love.” 

First two-thirds of 
was a dramatization of the early 
wooing and later woes of the 
couple, with the final portion being 
given over to the Klings’ discus- 
sion with newlyweds. The latter 
were capably thesped, although the 
dialog occasionally sounded like 
the balloons in ‘‘she was a sad sack 
until she discovered soap” cartoon 
ads. The Klings’ were pleasant, 
although a trifle stiff. Bril. 


the aircast 








FOUR-STAR PLAYHOUSE 
(Welcome to Our City) 


Starring Rosalind Ruseell, plus 

others : 
Producer-director: Warren Lewis 
Scripter: Milton Geiger 
Sustaining 


30 Mins., Sun., 8-8:50 p.m. 


NBC, from Hollywood 


“Four-Star Playhouse” had the 
benefit of a name player in Rosa 
lind Russell for its preem show. Ils 
initial script was adapted from an 
original Cosmo mag story by Edna 
Ferber. Yet, these weren't enousli 
to put over the premiere perform: 
ances of this new dramatic sere’ 
Put it down to a veteran picture 
player who couldn't cope with 4 
trite script. 

This is a series where e 
one of a quartet — Miss 
Fred MacMurray, Loretta 
or Robert Cummings—will be 
ternately starred, each to be sup 
ported by lesser players. 


ach week 
russell, 
Young 
al- 


; . her 

Neither Miss Russell nor a 

vis-a-vis, especially the latter, Ot 
any dramatic intensil) into 


roles of a husband and wite wie, 
after years of marital life, — 
themselves straining at the — 
They feel that a trip to New. Leo 
together, might enhance their P 
spective, and it does. ot course. 

That’s the story, nothing mt ic 
than that. And since the yarr 
as simple as all that, It 
portant that the players 
more than just casual pe 
values. 
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RADIO ALERTED 


UN Embraces Radio in a Big Way: 
Benj. Cohen Outlines Multiple Plans 


Paying tribute to Re radio for? 
its aid to the United Nations, 
“which could well serve as a model 
to the rest of the world,’ Benjamin 
UN's 


week 


' 
Cohen head of the informa- | 


tion department, 
lined upcoming plans for getting 
about the world organization 


last out- 


news 
to American listeners. 
Later this month, Cohen said, 


975 U. S. indies will start airing 
“UN Story,” a 15-minute tran- 
scribed series produced at the re- 
quest of the NAB’s Independent 
Stations Committee. In 
a special documentary will be pro- 
duced exclusively for the unaffili- 
ated stations by Norman Corwin, 





addition, 


UN director of special projects. 
Another Corwin show, ‘Citizen 
of the World,” will be aired by 
CBS on Sunday (10), reporting the 
work of personnel serving the vari- 


ous international bodies. ABC, 
which has aired “Two Billion 
Strong,” has shifted the show to 
evening time, Saturdays at 8:30 
and will repeat eight of the 
original shows. UN reporters in 
various parts of the world will 


make tape recordings for the se- 
ries during the summer. 

NBC is prepping an impressive 
six-week campaign to be launched 
Sept. 4, including hour-long docu- 
mentaries to be written by Corwin 
and Millard Lampell, a concert 
from the UN’s General Assembly 
Hall and a public dinner at the 
Watdorf-Astoria with celebs. In 
addition, four half-hour documen- 
taries will be part of the “Living 
1949” series. These will include 
two to be scripted by Corwin, one 
by Allen Sloane and a fourth to be 
produced in Canada by -Sinclair 
Allen. 

The NBC campaign will utilize 
station break announcements and 
the integration of UN themes into 
commercial airers. Several spe- 
cial TV programs will also be 
skedded, 

Broadcast Music, Ine., in coop- 
eration with UN Radio and the 
U. S. Commission on UNESCO, 
will release a 52-week series, “Mu- 
sic of the World,” in September. 
BMI aims at placing the platters 
on hundreds of U. S. stations, as 
well as on English-speaking out- 
lets in other countries. 

During the °48-'49 season 170 
U.S. stations carried the daily pro- 
gram “UN Today” and 1,000 sta- 
tions carried the “UN Day 1948” 
and “A Year to Remember” broad- 
casts. “Memo from Lake Success” 
was heard on 96 CBS outlets and 
Two Billion Strong” on 220 ABC 
stations. In April and May WNBT 
and WCBS, N. Y., carried five 
hours daily of General Assembly 
proceedings. 


WMAQ (Chi) Draws A 


Moral in Revealing 
Upbeat in Spot Biz 


Chicago, July 5. 
WMAQ spot sales showed a 
favy increase during the past 

week in the face of summer dol- 

drums. Sales manager Oliver Mor- 

‘on, in reporting a total of 340 

Spots sold in seven days, attributed 
€ rise to “an increasing aware- 

ness of advertisers that radio still 





rclivers the most potent results 
or the least money.” 
Leading the accounts was Ho- 


ee Paper Mills which signed for 
ie coe announcements 
Cowles P ramer Krasselt agency. 
static S Publishing Co. skedded 130 
Shintes breaks and 26 one-minute 
Frickanee ments through McCann- 
ers pon agency. Other tab hold- 
Siete” Chevrolet with 38 one- 
Com e ; announcements through 
a l-Ewald agency; Michigan 
nine erry Cooperative Assn. for 
Charles mouncements through 
ic Pi, Hoyt agency, and Repub- 
Ictures for three breaks 
ugh Donahue & Coe. 


| Hofheinz 


the 
‘awarded them the permit after a 





Frank M. Folsom 
(President, Radio Corp. of 
4merica ) 
stresses 
Opportunities For 
Performers In TV 
* * * 
an interesting byline feature in the 
4th Annual 
Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out This Month 


Student-Staffed 
Toledo Station's 
Enviable Record 


Toledo, July 5. 











While those in the trade worry 
about the future of radio, the 
Toledo public school system is 


turning out dozens of student per- 
formers and thousands of moppet 
listeners each year through its 
$25,000, 250-watt FM station, 
WTDS. This station is the nation’s 
first completely student-staffed ra- 
dio station. and is heard in the pub- 
lic schools’ 325 receiving sets and 
in the high schools through master 
public address systems. 

Number of receivers in the grade 
schools is constantly being in- 
creased through aid of the Parent- 
Teacher groups, which hold such 
money-raising affairs as carnivals, 
bazaars, musicals and raffles to 
finance purchase of additional sets. 

The station does not try to teach 


by radio, but instead offers pro- 


| grams with wide general interest, 


four-fifths of them aimed at grade 
school classes for children under 
14 These programs are written 
and produced by high school stu- 


dents enrolled in the 10 dramatic) 
workshop classes, which give pro- | 


fessional type training in program 
writing and production. High 
school students also handle the 


(Continued on page 37) 





New Orleans to Get 
New 50kw Station 


New Orleans, July 5. 

This city is going to get a new 
50.000-watt radio station and a new 
$250,000 downtown office building 
to house it. The FCC has granted 
a permit to the Louisiana Broad- 
casting Co. to operate at full 
strength around the clock, on 1540 


| kilocycles. 


are Roy 
of 


company 
W. N. Hooper 
now operate two 
city and one in 
valley. The FCC 


the 
and 
Houston, who 
stations in that 
Rio Grande 


Heading 


long legal battle. 
Transmitter of the station will 
built in Mandeville, La., 22 
across Lake Pontchartrain 
New Orleans. Other trans- 
mitting facilities and studios will 
be located in a new office build- 
ing to be constructed in the busi- 
ness district. The station will em- 
ploy about 50 people. 


be 
miles 
from 





A&C’s ABC Exit 

Abbott & Costello's Thursday 
evening co-op stanza for ABC will 
be dropped following the broad- 
cast tomorrow The program, 
which cost the web around $350,- 
000 a year, represented the margin 
between breaking even and taking 
a loss in its co-op department and 
was considered too high-budgeted 
for the affiliates to peddle. 

A&C’s daytime show was nixed 
by the web several months ago. 





pas 
i oP 


WETS 
il 


Willi im Swe ets. tor 
the 
ol 


ime ' 


mer president 
Directors Guild, and 
radio's Lop re- 


ot Radio 


one directors, 


signed last week from his brace of 
Phillips Lord-packaged assign- 
ments Gangbusters” and “Coun 
tersp\ but under circumstances 
which have already cued some 
widespread alarm in the trade. 


Sweets, who has been associated 
with the Lord radio enterprises for 
the past six years, says he was 
left with no alternative but to turn 
in his resignation. attributing the 
move to “sponsor-agency pressure.’ 
(“Gangbusters” is bankrolled by 


General Foods for its Grape Nuts 
product; “Counterspy” by Pepsi- 
Cola. Both shows are off for the 


summer, with both clients already 


committed for renewals next sea- 
Son). 

The Sweets-Lord parting of the 
Ways 1S seen as only the start of a 


concerted campaign to embrace all 
elements in radio particularly 
among the acting fraternity) de- 
signed to erase from the employ- 
ment rosters names 
have been Commie- 


whose 
with 


those 


linked 


tainted influences. In the wake of 
the Sweets resignation, there have 
been widespread reports of the 
existence of a “blacklist” includ- 


ing the names of many actors, writ- 
ers and directors who have identi- 
fied themselves with certain 
movements. [t's anticipated that 


agencies and clients will “go to 
works” on the “list” in earnest this 
fall. 


The Sweets “pressure” is believ- 
ed to stem directly from the inci- 
dent last fall when he pulled out 
prexy of the Directors Guild 
rather than yield to the demand 
that he take an oath of allegiance 
Sweets contended that such an act 
on his part would have split the 
union wide open, for it would have 
brought the RDG within the frame- 


as 


work of the Taft-Hartley Law, 
whereas the radio directors are 
“immune” from its provisions. 


Sweets is spending the summer 
at his farm in Manchester, N. H. 


ee 


Reuther Sees Labor | 
Web for ‘Little People’ 
As WCUO (Cleve.) Bows 


Cleveland, July 5. 
Cleveland's 10th and newest FM 


outlet began broadcasting (30) 
with President Walter P. Reuther 
of the CIO United Auto Workers 


predicting the country will have a 
national network of labor-con- 
trolled radio stations 

In his speech at the opening of 
the station. WCUO,. Reuther main- 
tained the stations will be dedi- 
cated to the enlightenment “of the 
little people” in their struggle to 
keep the world free from totali- 
tarism. 

The new station, he added, “will | 
be the voice of the little people 
because they are the core and the 
heart that makes up America.” 

Through both this station, and 
the CIO’s other outlet, WDET, De- 
troit. listeners ‘‘will be able to get 
the true and basic facts’ on the 
issues troubling the world, accord- 
ing to Reuther. 

Ralph Wallace is station direc- 
tor. Bill Watts is program director 
and Bill Hall is chief engineer. 


WEEI’s ‘Evans Show Case’ 
To Tour N. E. Theatres 


Boston, July 5. 

WEEI last week inaugurated a 
series of live broadcasts, the 
“Evans Show Case.” from the stage 
of the Keith Memorial theatre, 
here. A half-hour show, it fea- 
tures Carl Moore and Gloria Car- 
roll and follows the general format 
of their “Beantown Varieties” 
heard locally every morning. 

Deal is set for 13 weeks with the 
first three broadcasts to be picked 
up from Hub theatre. Show will 
be spotted in other RKO houses 


in New England and will return 
,to Hub in August. | 


10 ‘BLACK LIST 





Radio Set Sales in Summer 


Spurt in Face of TV Price War 





Eddie Davis 
humorously expounds on 
“After Television— 
What? 


* * * 


an interesting byline feature in the 
4th Annual 
Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 
Out This Month 


Novik’s Pattern 
For WLIB Buy: 


Harlem Studios 


Morris and Harry Novik 
Friday (1) with the FCC to buy 
WLIB, N. Y.. from Dorothy Schiff's 
New York Post-Home News Pub- 
lishing Co. for $150,000. With the 
Novik brothers in the New Broad 
casting Co., which is taking over 
the 1 kw. station, are Samuel H. 
Hains, a certified public accountant 
and Norman B. Furman, prexy of 
the Furman-Feiner advertising 
agency. 

Besides appealing to the 2.000 
000 English-speaking Americans of 











filed 


Jewish descent in N. Y.. WLIB’s 
new management will be also 


slanted to the 1,000,000 Negroes in 
the Metropolitan area. It is planned 


to open studios in Harlem and to 
originate entertainment and_ dis- 
cussion programs from the large 
' Negro community. 

Novik's reasoning is that there 


has been a big upsurge of interest 
in Jewish problems and culture as 
a result of Israel’s being set up as 
a nation. Stanzas beamed to the 
second and third generation Jew- 
ish-Americans will be in English, 
but the policy will not = alfect 
WLIB’s present airers in foreign 
languages. 

Morris Novik, former topper ot 
WNYC, Gotham’s muny station. is 
radio consultant to the Internation 
al Ladies Garment Workers Union 
and the United Automobile Work 
ers. Sale of WLIB marks a further 
curtailment of Miss Schilf’s radio 
interests, with the transfer of 
KLAC and KLAC-TV. Los Angeles 
awaiting FCC approval. 


KING’s New ‘Headline’ 


Formula; Scraps News 


Seattle, July 5. 

KING, powerful local indie. has 
thrown out all regularly scheduled 
newscasts except the 7 a.m. strip 
and spotting “Headline High- 
lights’ 10 to 15 times a day. “High- 
lights” with a 
commercial 


is 
are news headlines 
or public service spot 
following, running 
average 
news 


announcement 
about 30 seconds on the 
Further coverage of the 
confined to breaking-in on any 
gram for spot news coverage 

Radical change was occasioned 
by belief that stations could not 
compete with network news shows 
and first trial of “Headline IHligh- 
lights” idea has proven quite suc- 
cessful. 


WCOP’s Sales Upbeat 


Boston, July 5 


IS 


prG 





WCOP reports sizeable increase 
in local time sales and talent rev- 
enue for fiscal year which ended 
May 29. 

Time billings were up 12° over 
previous year and local advertis- 
ing was 25% higher, with a sturdy 
increase of 58°% in talent revenue 


e 


With the 
}continuing 


sale of television sets 
on the decline 


slashing price cuts in brand- 


despite 


; some 


name models, retailers have discov- 

ered a sharp spurt in the sale of 
idio sets This facto they 
bears out predictions that radio 
ill continue to have the upper 


jhand in the broadcasting 
itor at least another year and pres- 


mndustry 


ages further price cuts in TV 
i models 
While tele manufacturers have 


;}not vet let go with the anticipated 
| ° 
[coun war, retailers throughout the 


country are beating them to the 
draw in slashing prices. Most dras 
tic step vet taken was a super sale 
conducted last Friday (1) by Dave 
ga’s 23-chain store in N. ¥. Out- 
fit offered two unidentified brand- 
name sets to sell at $99.95, includ 
ing antenna. Ads were carried in 
the N. Y. morning papers and cre 
uted such a rush to the stores that 
the two models were completely 
sold out by 3 o'clock that afte: 
noon 

Check revealed the sets to be a 
rele-Tone, originally selling at 
$169.95, and a Motorola, which list 


ed previously at $189.95. Both are 


seven-inch table models, enclosed 
in carrying cases with built-in an 
tennas. Such sets can be operated 
with no outside installation, which 
hypoed their sales Davega sold 
them at its standard = carrving 


charges, requiring only $9.99 down 


and $1.25 weekly 

Spurt in- radio sales, mean- 
while, was disclosed in a_ confi- 
dential report taken by one of N 
Y’.s largest department — stores 


Quicker turnover was particularly 
noted in table models, while pur- 
chase of portables also is holding 
well. This store noted a slowdown 
in the movement of tele 
confirmed predictions of a 
ing price war among major man- 
ufacturers. 


sets and 
loom- 


BMI's Prosram-Librarian 
Clinic Into Eighth Round, 
With Al Fresco Interlude 


Broadcast Music, Inc., is mixing 
in a little recreation with the edu- 
cation for the summer session of 
its Program Directors and Librar- 
ians Clinic. Seven previous schools 
have been staged, but the upcom- 
ing course, to be held in New York, 
July 18-19, will include an injeec- 
tion of vacation spirit. A cocktail 
party with recording celebs will be 


held on the first day and on the 
second day students will cavort at 
the Cresthaven Country Club on 
Long Island Sound. 


In the midst of a vacation atmos- 
phere, after boeting, swimming, 
tennis and other sports, the 
dents will be able to trade facts and 
opinions with programming ex 
perts. Profs will include J. Donald 


‘Continued on page 36) 


KVOR’s 1016 Sale 


Washington, July 5 

KVOR, 1 kilowatt outlet at Col- 
orado Springs Col., has been soid 
for $101,000, subject to FCC ap- 
proval, it was announced over the 
weekend by Hugh Terry, veepee 
and general manager. 

Purchaser is James D. Russell. of 
Danville Ky., part owner of WHIR, 


1 
SLuile 





at Danville. Seller is Aladdin 
Radio and Television, Inc., which 
recently acquired KVOR along 


with KLZ, Denver. Russell is con- 
trolling stockholder of Voice of the 
Rockies, Ine., new corporation, 
formed to take over KVOR. Under 
the deal, KVOR would continue un- 
der its present manager, Everett 
Shupe, and would retain its CBS 
affiliation. 





BBC’s Haley to N. Y. 


Sir William J. Haley, director 
general of the British Broadcast- 
ing Vorp., arrives in New York 


Saturday (9). He will be here for a 
week making new contacts and re- 
newing old ones. 

Haley’s last visit to the U. S. was 
in 1943. 
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Kinescoping Now Okay for Full 
Com’! Use, Sez CBS’ Ted Lawrence 


afraid to 
te'evision through fear of what 
kinescope recordings may do to 
their appearance are unduly wor- 
ried. since all the essentials for 
turning out consistently good kine 
prints are now known. That’s the 
ovinion of Ted Lawrence, tech- 
nical assistant to CBS television 
veepee Jack L. Van Volkenburg, 
uho has been trouble-shooting the 
cevelopment of kine quality for 
the last several months. 

Best off-the-tube transcriptions 
today. Lawrence said, are often 
better than cable transmissions be- 
tween N. Y. and Chicago. He 
noted that there is a certain loss 
of picture definition when a show 
is carried on the cable. As a re- 
sult. he said, when the cable is ex- 
tended to the Coast, the networks 
decide in favor of kine, since 

the co-ax distance may 
make the definition loss three 
times as great. Thus, according 
to Lawrence, Hollywood perform- 
ers waiting for the cable may find 
themse'ves no better off when it 
finaily gets there. 

As Lawrence puts it, the quality 
of kinescoping is now dependent 
on the studio production staff. He 
noted that kine prints are 
very good, while others have 
turned out unpredictably bad 
“That's not the fault of the proc- 

he said. “The process is now 
pat. So it must be due to a 
characteristic of the picture sig- 
nal.”” Thus, he added, if the image 
is carefully controlled and lighted 
from start to finish of a program, 
the filmed transcriptions can be 
consistently good. This may re- 
quire some compromises in light- 
ing techniques on the part of the 
producer and director but, Law- 
rence declared, any such com- 
promises have been found to pro- 
vide a better on-the-air picture. 

To give him a chance to prove 
his theory, Lawrence has. been 
handed complete jurisdiction over 
the technical production of ‘Toast 
of the Town” and “54th Street 


Radio stars 


mas 
tripling 


some 


ess,” 


down 


Revue.” both hour-long vaudeo 
presentations, for the next few 
weeks. He plans to extend the 
experiment to dramatic shows 
next Lawrence said he hoped to 


be able to prove by fall that kine- 
scoping is adequate for full com- 
mercial use. Fact that the still- 
shifting studio personnel will have 
become experienced by then in 
hand!ing each production correctly 
will help solve the problem, he 
said. 

Lawrence looks for no radical 
changes in the technical develop- 
ment of kinescoping. Studio cam- 
eras, whick ore responsible for the 
picture quality, are now settled in 
design, he said, and four new kine- 
scope models just shipped by CBS- 
TV to the Coast are better than 
the old models mainly because of 
their easier operation. He _ said 
35m film stock is not necessarily 
better than 16m for kine work, un- 
less the speed factor is involved. 
In addition, he said, with the 
amount of kinescoping now being 
done by the networks, use of 35m 
film stock is uneconomical. He 
pointed out that CBS-TV, for one, 
now averages 850,000 feet of kine- 
scope film per month. 


WORLD'S LARGEST TV 
TOWER FOR ATLANTA 


Atlanta, July 5. 

WCON, Atlanta Constitution's 
ABC affiliate here, has submitted 
plans for the tallest television 
tower in the world to Atlanta’s City 
Building Inspector Marvin Harper 
for a permit. 

Proposed tower will reach 1,110 
feet into the air and will be twice 





as tall as any other structure in 
Georgia. WCON will be Atlanta's 
third video outlet, having been 


preceded by WSB-TV, owned and 
operated by Atlanta Journal and 
affiliate of NBC, and WAGA-TV. 
CBS affiliate belonging to Fort In- 
dustries. Towers of latter two sta- 
tions approach 550-foot mark. 

David Carpenter is general man- 
ager of WCON. 





Jacksonville — Complete trans- 
mitter and studio tele equipment 


has been bought by the Florida 
Broadcasting Co., which operates 


WMBR here, for WMBR-TV. 
Equipment was purchased from 
General Electric. New station will 
be managed by Glenn Marshall, Jr., 
secretary-treasurer of FBC. 


chance * 





TV Tests Come to Omaha 


Omaha, July 5. 
First official test for television 
rec@ivers in the area was made last 
Friday night (1) by WOW-TV from 


the new transmitter room in the 
near downtown area At 9:45 p.m. 
John J Gillin, station prexy, 


turned on a switch and station of- 
ficials personally took over the 
first TV general reception tests 
ever made in this part of the coun- 
t1 

Joseph Herold, manager of the 
station. said there are between 300 
and 400 television sets in the area. 
Fine reception was reported from 
Lincoln, 60 miles away, and Shen- 
andoah, Ia., about the same dis- 
stance in the opposite direction. 
Tests will be continued from July 
ll to Sept. l 


Boston’s TV 
Party for Legit 


Boston, July 5. 





will first 


The Hub get its legit 
via video when WNAC-TY airs a 


series of one-acters coming out of 


the Wellesley Summer Theatre. 
Possible because the one-acters 
will be student - produced and 


acted, no Equity members are in- 
volved. 

Series will be supervised by El- 
don Winkler, director of the fast- 
growing college-sponsored theatre, 
but none of the full length straw- 
hatters will be ogled by the video 
cameras. Students plan a series 
of originals, all of them as curtain 
raisers to the regular evening 
shows 


WNAC has long put its weight 


behind the Wellesley summer 
theatre operations, airing, in pre- 
vious seasons, its openings Fact 


is Linus Travers. general manager 


of WNAC. is a prominent Welles- 
levite, and is on the board of di- 
rectors of the’ summer theatre. 
Others on the board are Charles 
Luckman, of Lever’ Bros., who 
puts his public relations depart- 
ment to work promoting the thea- 
tre, and Ed Perini, one of the 
owners of the Boston’ Braves. 


They. too, are Wellesileyites. 


K. C. SET FOR NOV. | 
TV BOW VIA WDAF 


Kansas City, July 5. 

Television will arrive in K.C. 
about Nov. 1, according to plans of 
WDAF-TYV announced last week by 
Roy Roberts, president of the 
Kansas City Star which owns and 
will operate the video oulet. The 
local advent of TV will be without 





benefit of network service, how- 
ever, as the coaxial cable is not 
expected to reach K. C. (from 
Omaha) before mid-1950 at the 
earliest. possibly later 
Unofficially, TV will be intro- 


duced via WDAF-TV Sept. 11 when 
the station begins the 30-day test 
period. The Star will promote this 
event in connection with an exhibi- 
tion of television sets by area deal- 
ers in the Municipal Auditorium 
Exhibition Hall, and with a special 
television edition of the paper. 

Dean Fitzer, genera! manager of 
WDAF., the Star’s AM station, will 
also direct WDAF-TY. 


Cleve. Cace'e TV Lounge 


Cleveland, July 5. 
The Alhambra theatre has 
opened a “Television Lounge” at 
an estimated cost of $50,000. 
Billed as a “television theatre 
within a theatre” the lounge will 





permit patrons to enjoy their fa- 
vorite TV program and yet not 
miss the film 


Merrill Cowan, theatre manager. 
maintained that this is part of the 


theory that TV and movies aren't 
enemies, but could “be of benefit 
to each other.’ 


The lounge. air conditioned and 
with all new equipment, will pro- 
ject onto a life-sized screen, 7 by 


9 teet in size. Lounge has 250 
seats. 

Preview of new lounge came 

with intro of Olsen and Johnson 
, show. 


_ NBC-TV’s Psycho Series | 


Televiewers will get a basic in- 
troduction to psychoanalysis soon 
through a new NBC-TV_ house 
package. To be titled “Theatre 
of the Mind,” the show will dra- 
matize actual psychoanalytic prob- 
lems, which will then be turned 
over to a panel of experts for ad- 
vice. 

Show is to be launched as an 
experiment by NBC-TV's new 
creative program department un- 
der the supervision of Fred Coe. 
If it pans out, it will be slotted as 
a regular series and opened up for 
sponsorship. 


Big TV Setup For 
Psychiatric Study 


Washington, July 5. 
siggest mobilization of television 
and film equipment for medical 
purposes yet mapped by health au- 
thorities is set for the new $60,000,- 





000 Bethesda hospital, now under 
construction. Some 15 TV cameras 
and a half-dozen film units will be 
strategically scattered throughout 
the new _. structure to observe 
mental patients and others through 
concealed ports. Kinescoping of 
what the tele cameras see so that 
the films can be circulated among 
medical schools and experts is also 
planned. 

Film cameras wil! be used to 
record on pix all psychiatric treat- 
ments of patients. Some 30,000,000 
feet of film is expected to be used 
annually. Because TV cameras are 
far more sensitive to light than 
conventional film cameras, former 
will be used. to document fluoro- 
scoping, operations and other sur- 
gical treatments. Recordings will 
take the form of kinescoping. 

Bethesda hospital is a clinical 
center for the National Institute of 
Health. Warren Cheney, exec pro- 
ducer for the Air Force Madison 
Sq. Garden show last year, is acting 
as TV and film consultant. 


WTMJ-TV’S CIVICS, 
JOB-HUNTING SHOWS 


Milwaukee, July 5. 





WTMJ-TV has broadened its 
public service programming with 
two shows on job hunting and 


civics. Both are sustainers. 

“The Job for You,’ produced in 
cooperation with the Wisconsin 
State Employment Service, pre- 
sents case histories of young people 
seeking careers before an “‘oppor- 
tunity board” picked especially to 
deal with the applicants’ problems. 
Willet Main is moderator, along 
with four board members from vo- 
cational and industrial field. Job 
applicants are given a quickie 
briefing on how. to land employ- 
ment. 

“Milwaukee — A Progress Re- 
port” is an every other Saturday 
show headed by Mayor Frank 
Zeidler and members of the city 
government dealing with local 
projects in conference fashion. 





Len Levinson’s Video 


Series Via Rudy Vallee 


Hollywood, July 5. 

A projected series of cartoon 
oaters being made by Impossible 
Pictures for Rudy Vallee is cur- 
rently undergoing the finishing 
touches of dubbing and cutting. 
Written and directed by Leonard 
i.. Levinson, Impossible prexy, the 
animated films will be known as 
“Cowboy Kids.” They're aimed at 
the television market. 

In addition to his film chores, 
Levinson has written “The Brown 
Derby Cook Book,” which Double- 
day has scheduled for publication 
Nov. 10. The tome has recipes by 
the Derby chefs 
and testing by Marjorie Child 
Husted, General Mills exec who 
headed the Betty Crocker staff for 
20 years. A 5,000 word history of 
the Derby, also written by Levin- 
son, is included. 


Gould’s Tex. TV Spot 
Fort Worth, July 5. 

Roubert Gould has been named 
to succeed Seymour Andrews as 
program director for WBAP-TV 
here. Gould was formerly produc- 
tion manager. 

Thomas L. Thompson has been 





upped from studio director to pro- | 
. lett to handle 350-person audience. 


,; duction manager. 


‘Screen Test’ Co-op Sale; 


lover WJZ-TV, N. Y., for 52 weeks, 


Inside Television 


Tele is the most dynamic single element in the entire A, 
economy and within five years ‘‘will be one of the first 
in the U. S.” according to a-featured article in the July issue of For- 
tune. The mag contrasts the AM situation, in which “the full construc. 
tion-and-equipment bill was usually amortized within the very first 
year, certainly within two or three years.” with the TV picture in which 
the four video networks and 50 tele stations lost $15,000,000 during *4g 

The average station requires an investment of $400,000 with oper- 
ating expenses of an additional $400,000 during the first vear, it is esti- 
mated. The 67 stations now opefating represent an investment of 
$30,000,000, the piece estimates, while advertisers sunk about $10. 
000,000 into TV during 48. AT&T spent scores of millions for Coaxial 
cables, while the U. S. public plunked down between $750,000.000 and 
$1,000,000,000 for sets 

Despite fhe costs, TV is booming, Fortune says. In April, °49. there 
were 301 tele advertisers; in April, 49, there were 1,350, manv of whom 
had never used radio. Over 30° of NBC-TV’s time has been bought by 
clients new to broadcasting, it was reported. ‘ 


i nerican 
10 industries 


WOR. N. Y., which will preem its TV outlet late this will 
use an unusual moving test pattern. Filmed on a continuous six-minute 
reel, the pattern will start with the customary geometric design, with 
the circle becoming the “O” in WOR and serving as a window in which 
will be spotted film clips of a typical New York skyline, crowd scenes 
traffic shots and bathing beauties. Device to project the endless film 
was made by Television Associates. Advantage of the cinematic test 
pattern is that it will give installation engineers a motion picture to 
focus on. 

WOR and WOR-TY, it has been decided, will give each other heavy 
plugging, a policy which will give teevee a strong push among AM 
listeners. While WCBS, WJZ and WNBC all have video adjuncts, they 
aren't able to plug tele consistently because they feed the network. 
WOR'’s relations with Mutual give it a large amount of local option 
time, which will permit the all-out campaign for WOR-TY. 


summer 


Unique arrangement has been worked out by NBC-TV and BBD&O 
to experiment with simulcasting of Lucky Strike “Hit Parade.” The 
video cast, including dancers, are assigned to a separate studio and 
work out their routines to the music played by Mark Warnow’s oreh for 
the air version. The video segment is being viewed on a closed circuit, 
with kinescoping expected to start July 16. The two-studio idea, it js 
felt, will eliminate camera and prop interference with the AM broad- 
cast. Bill Harrington was selected as “Parade” vocalist, it is reported, 
because he can accompany himself on piano or accordion and thus add 
to interest of the televersion. Show is expected to go TV in Sep- 
tember. 

Listing of tele set owners has become a major problem in Chicago 
because of the difficulty of keeping accurate, up-to-date rosters. None 
of the Chi stations attempt to keep lists, although WBKB kept files on 
mail response until late in 1948. 

Only Chi source for listings is a forecast publication, which is be- 
sieged with daily calls from agencies, producers and promoters. Neat- 
est coup was arranged by a Chi direct mail agency which bought up 
the mag’s listings at $10 per 1,000, and in turn is selling them to its 
clients at $25 per. 

NBC television, still hard pressed for studio space. has converted 
another radio studio in its Radio City, N. Y., headquarters into TV use. 
Latest to get the TV buildup is 3A, a comparatively small-sized studio on 
the third floor. With program activities expanding steadily, the web now 
has 37 image orthicon cameras in use for its studio aud remote opera- 
tions, believed to far surpass in number those of any other web. N. Y. 
studios are manned now by 210 technical employees. 

Television is not only giving radio a drubbing, but has moved into 
sparring position with newspapers for consumer attention, according 
to circulation managers attending the international convention in Chi- 
cago last week. 

Foremost exponent of “why newspapers should be less complacent” 
about TV was Abbie Wallace, circulation manager of the New York 
World-Telegram. He disclaimed any ‘serious threat to newspapers” but 
at the same time admitted that a personal survey showed that tele has 
cut into the sale of newspapers, especially late at night. 


Metro has no present plans for getting into television. according to 
Bert Lebhar, WMGM, N. Y., sales topper and head of the new MGM 
Radio attractions. Lebhar, who recently conferred with studio biggies 
on the Coast, said that the pic company is “strictly out of TV and is 
pursuing a hands-off, tele policy.’ Strategy is to take a definite nega- 
tive attitude to tele, rather than any middle-of-the-road position, Lebhar 
reported, and Metro is nixing all video requests for its talent and prop- 
erties. 


—_———— 


si tote LOO 
2006 Time-Talent Tab | TRAILERS FOR BALLY 


ABC-TV’s “Hollywood Screen Hollywood, July 5. 
|Test” has been sold on a co-op KLAC-TV will adapt motion 
basis to Best Foods and Duffy- 


picture technique of trailers to ad- 
vertise station’s forthcoming pror 
grams. Method will replace the 


printed card technique on the out- 
let. All other stations here are 


Mott Co. 

Best Foods will back the show 
starting Sept. 3, via Benton & 
Bowles. Duffy-Mott will bankroll 
the stanza on six ABC-TV affiliates 














and expertizing | 


for 52 weeks, starting Sept. 24, via 
Young & Rubicam. Time and talent 
costs are estimated at more than 
$200,000. 

Putting “Screen Test” into the 
co-op category is an extension of 
the web’s video co-op policy, which 
is said to be operating in the black. 
Boxing and wrestling sessions are 
backed co-operatively in a number 
of markets. 


KTTV Leases Studios 


Hollywood, July 5. 
KTTV,. Times-CBS tele station, | 
has taken a five-year lease for two 
studios in the Capitol Records 
building on Melrose avenue. One 
Studio will be left intact while 
the other will be completely re- 
modeled. Rest of the building will 
remain in hands of Cap plattery. 
Theatre seats will be removed 
and stage torn down in one studio, 





making room bare and level for 
presenting programs sans_ audi- 
ence. The other studio will be 


using the old vaude cards. 

KLAC is making trailers on all 
programs utilizing a permanent 
cast. Also on film as a teaser will 
be the baseball games and other 
sports set by station. Outlet will 
use stills of shows not having a set 
cast. 





Detroit at Variance 
On Number of Sets 


Detroit, July 5. 

Estimates of the number of tele- 

vision sets in Detroit range all the 
way from 60,000 to 100,000 

Best compromise figure seems to 


be 72,000. That's based on bg 
July 1 check by WXYZ ol distrib 
reports and from. the Detroit 


Edison Co. reports of installations. 

Major distribs and manutac- 
turers claim, however, that there 
are more than 100,000 video sets 
in operations here. 

WXYZ hopes to 
tom of the deal 
tribs. 


get to the bot- 
by polling dis 
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TV GROWING 
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FCC Asks Film Companies For 


What does theatre video need 

and how do the film companies 
lan to go about developing it 

This was the crux of a Series of 
six major questions which FC¢ 
Jast week posed for \ 
Television Productions, 20th-Fox, 
and the Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers, the three big groups in 
the film industry now experiment- 
jing with theatre television. Com- 
mission asked them to submit full 
jnformation by Sept. 2 next, with 
special attention to. six specific 
matters. FCC asked especially: 

1. What minimum frequency re- 
quirements will be for a nation- 
wide, competitive theatre televi- 
sion service. . 

2. What specific frequency bands 
the film people want allocated for 
theatre television, and the reasons 
for the choice. 

3. Exact functions which would 
be performed in each frequency in 
a theatre television service. 

4. Whether, and to what extenr, 
such functions could be performed, 
in whole or in part, by use of co- 
axial cable, wire or other means of 
transmission not using radio fre- 
quencies. 

5. Whether, and to what extent, | 
existing common carriers have or | 
propose to have facilities available | 
capable of performing such func- 
tions, in whole or in part by ra- 
dio relay, coaxial cable, or wire. 

6. Plans of proposals looking 
toward the establishment of a the- 
atre television service. 

While asking for information. 
FCC extended the temporary au- 
thorizations on some of the experi- 
mental relay stations Par and 20th 


have been using in theatre TV 
testing. 
Commission approved three of 


these for Par and one for 20th in 
the New York area, at the same 


(Continued on page 35) 


Puppeteers In 
TV Genuflect 


Detroit, July 5. 
The happy merging of puppetry 
and television provided an exciting 
topic of conversation for the 200 
members of the Puppeteers of 
America who held a four-day con- 
vention here ending Friday (1). 





“Both puppetry and television | 
are benefiting by the wedding of | 
the two,” said Martin Stevens, of | 
He abandoned 


Middlebury, Ind. 


the “legit” theatre in 1934 to be- 
come a fulltime puppeteer. 


Television overcomes the ma-| 


jor disability of the 
puppet show 

— of not being able to see it 
back of the 10th row,” he declared. 
The smallness of the puppet stage 
pen a added advantage of over- 
tel ng the early weaknesses of 
€vision. “The fuzziness of the 


Screening adds the 
acters, ; reality to the char 


ly “life size.” 
ere was only one dissenting 
“the gee ard as the puppeteers 
- ed the Lord” for television. 
Cholas Nelson. of Chicago, said 
nae have a future—but it is 
ma television. He claimed tele- 
be % Stations put too high a price 
Shows, forcing prospective spon- 


Sors to aba 
° ndo rstr . : 2 
tions. n firstrate pi oduc 








WGN-TV’s Hoopla To 

Unveil Transmitter 
Chicago, July 5 

gee ty has skedded a special 
ecast to celebrate the official 
pening of its new transmitter and 
buna tonight (5) with a show 
ind et comic Sid Caesar, 
ers vocal group, Doro- 
Y porben Dancers, comic Willie 
eaald Gree Nancy Wright. 
ramm and Lee Bennett. 


Paramount | 


The players are seen near- | 








| 


Dr. Allen B. DuMont 


| discusses 

**Teletranscriptions”’ 
x * * 

an interesting byline feature in the 
4th Annual 
Radio-TV 

Review & Preview Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Month 


FCC Maps 30-35 
New TV Channels 














IN UHF Opener 


Washington, July 5. 

As the Federal Communications 
Commission today (Tues.) was pre- 
paring to open up the ultra high 
frequency (UHF) band for com- 
mercial tele, a last-minute appeal 
was made to the agency to retain 
the basic very high frequency 
(VHF) allocations until video in the 
large cities is more fully estab- 
lished, 

The Commission will probably 
issue its new proposed allocations 
for TV by the end of this week. 
They are expected to provide 30-35 
UHF channels in addition to the 
existing 12 in the VHF band. 

A petition filed by Haley, Me- 
Kenna & Wilkinson, Washington 
radio law firm, contended that re- 
placement of UHF for VHF chan- 
nels, to eliminate the interference 
problem, “is neither technically 
nor economically sound at this 
‘time.’ The petition claimed that 
if each station were given suf- 
ficient power to cover its service 
area and certain engineering tech- 
niques were employed it would be 
unnecessary to change the present 


(Continued on page 37) 


Mary Pickferd in Bid 
For 3d Video Station 
~ In North Carolina 


Washington, July 5. 
Mary Pickford is showing strong 
sings of wanting to become North 
Carolina’s television queen. 
Past weekend she applied for 





her third video outlet in that state. | 


She wants Channel 5 at Asheville. 
Previously she had applied for 
channels in Durham and Winston- 
Salem. All three applications are 
held up by the FCC’s video freeze 


which is expected to end sometime | 


in September or October. 
The Pickford attorney, 
Lambert, of Princeton, N. J., said 
the Asheville transmitter will be 
located atop Bearwallow Mountain, 
12 miles southeast of Asheville, if 
the Commission” gives her the nod. 
Lambert said this would be the 
highest site of any video trans- 
mitter east of the Rockies. 


CBS Preps ‘B’way’ for TV 


CBS’ hour-long “This Is Broad- 
way may make its TV bow on a 
regular basis before the end of 
the month. Web plans to conduct 
a closed circuit simulcast audition 
of “Broadway” via the regular AM 
broadeast Friday ‘8). If the ex- 
periment pans out, the show will 
start as a regular simulcast series 
the following week. 

“Breakfast with Burrows,’ Abe 
Burrows’ starring show’ which 
preemed Monday night (4) on CBS- 
AM. is also scheduled for the 
simulcast routing eventually. 


I. E. 
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WHITLLM 
‘How, What & When’ on TV Plans 


Washington, July 5 « 
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AN ENG 


Top television exees 
vantages of the 
period to review 
“ic activities 


ORE! 


taking ad- 
current hiatus 
last season’s hec- 
begining to worry 
about that old show biz saw—“What 
can we give ’em for an encore?” 

Mad rush during the season just 
ended to sew up topname talent at 
practically any cost has given the 
industry no chance to develop new 
writing, producing or acting talent 
Even more important is the fact 
that the names most in demand are 
such seasoned performers as Jack 
Benny, Ed Wynn, Eddie Cantor, Al 
Jolson, ete., and the string of high- 
bracketed performers who guested 
on the various vaudeo shows. 

With TV having thus become 
virtually an old-hand medium 
despite its youth, industry toppers 
are wondering “Where do we go 
from here?” As one network exec 
put it, “Television programming is 
beginning to look like a Palace bill 
of 20 years ago. What are we go- 
ing to do when these name stars 


are 


pass their peak or feel it’s time to 


retire?” 


OLD T00 


FAST 








‘Do You Speak Broken 
Television?’ 
asks 


Bob Colwell 


in the 
4th Annual 
Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 
VARIETY 


Out This Month 


— - . = 


MOT Readies 
Pacific War 











Only two years ago, the industry | 


recall, advertisers and 
alike were satisfied to 
terms of a $500 weekly 


chiets 
networks 
think in 
budget. 
$2500 at the time, such as the 
still-current “Kraft Television The- 


atre,’ were notable exceptions 
Then came Milton Berle and His 
“Texaco Star Theatre,’ with its 


emphasis on headline guests and, 
zoom—competing sponsors scram- 


bled to match its draw. Budgets 
skyrocketed into the  $20,000- 
$25,000 brackets and tyro per- 
formers, writers, etc., were left 
straggling. 

Run-through of the _ top-rated 
TV shows reveals few actors or 


performers who had not previously 
established themselves in some 
other medium. Only possible ex- 
ceptions might be the moppet char- 
acters, such as “Howdy Doody” 
(with Bob Smith) and “Kukla, 
Fran and Ollie” ‘(with Fran Alli- 
son and Burr Tillstrom). Less 
costly programs are similarly de- 


void of new talent and, with the, 


exception of such young “old 
timers” in the business as NBC’s 
Fred Coe, there are few big names 
unique to TV in the production- 
direction ranks. 

Only salvation in sight, accord- 
ing to the industry toppers, are the 
series of house-built packages 
now being created by the networks. 
Because they are forced to work on 
sustaining budgets, the webs are 
utilizing lesser-known performers, 
or developing new ones. House 
packages also give assistant pro- 
ducers and directors a chance to 
test their wings. But, the TV 
execs point out, the big sponsors 
are sighting for a reprise of the 
expensive programs for next sea- 
son, 





Mars Buys ‘Howdy’ 


Chicago, July 5. 
Mars. Inc., has signed for a 13- 
week, 15-min. segment of “Howdy 
Doody.” starting Sept. 5. 
Candy company will sponsor the 
Mon. 4:45 p.m. period through 
Grant agency. 











All-Star Game for Par? 


While there is little chance 
of theatre television cutting in 


on the World Series in the 
fall. the Broadway Paramount 
might pick up the All-Star 


Game next Tuesday (12), which 
is to be plaved at Brooklyn's 
Ebbets Field. 


Gillette Safety Razor is to 
sponsor the game over CBS- 
TV. which is transmitting it to 


It was Gillette 
who bankrolled the Charles- 
Walcott fight in Chicago two 
weeks ago and permitted both 
the Par and the Brooklyn 
Fabian theatre to pick it up 
for large screen use. AS a Fre- 
sult. while no deal has been 
signed for the Par to carry the 
All-Star contest, it is expected 
such pact will be inked 
week. 


some 19 cities. 


SOTTit¢ 


this 


the | 


Shows costing as high as | 


Vidpic Series 


March of Time, which produced 
“Crusade in Europe” for ABC-TV 
and 20th Century-Fox, is making a 
52-reel vidpix series on the war in 
the Pacific. Video will thus be the 
first medium to give a comprehen- 


sive picture of that part of the 
war 
To be aired nationally in early 


1950, the films will document ac- 
tions of all U.S. and Allied services 
in all theatres of the Pacific fight- 
ing. Since no single book covered 
the subject, as did General Dwight 
Eisenhower's for the European the- 
atre, original MOT scripts will be 
used. Richard De Rochemont, who 
served in a similar capacity for 
“Crusade,” will produce. Project 
has the backing of U.S. Army, 
Navy. Marines and Air Force, and 
of British, Australian, New Zea- 
land and Dutch authorities. 

As in the “Crusade” series, the 
Pacific pix will consist of 26 chap- 
ters, each less than 25 minutes 
long, to provide time for commer- 
cials. Show will probably be bank- 
rolled by Time, Inc., with possi- 
bility that a co-sponsor may split 


the bill. Production cost is esti- 
mated at between $300,000 and 
$400,000. 





Yanked From Thurs. TY 
Slot on NBC, Bigelow 
Shifts Winchell to CBS 


CBS has acquired the potential 
video competition Edgar 
Bergen show with the pacting of 
the Bigelow program with Paul 
Winchell and Dunninger. Bigelow 
will start on CBS in October after 
its summer hiatus. 
one more week to go on NBC. 

Switch came last week when 
NBC assigned the current Bigelow 
Thursday 9:30 p.m. slot to Buick’s 
Olsen & Johnson show in the fall. 
Young & Rubicam, agency for 
Bigelow, was dissatisfied with new 
time allotment and the 
program with CBS for the Wednes- 
9 p.m. slot giving it an adja- 
to the Arthur Godfrey pro- 
under 


to its 


pacted 


day 
cency 
gram 
year 
has two years to go 

Switch came 
the inasmuch 
Hoopers indicated seventh 
tion in national standings 
second in N. Y. following. 

Tele show's” switch to CBS 
doesn't preclude the possibility 
that Winchell may do a radio show 
on NBC. Winchell was on the 
Jane Pickens program for 14 
weeks last season, and there's a 
probability that NBC may attempt 
ito give him an AM slot. 


a three- 
Y&R and 


Package is 


video contract to 


as a surprise in 


trade as show's 
posi- 


and 


Program has | 


F ff ‘NBCs Revamped TV Program Roster 


Puts Accent on Chi Originations 


+ NBC 


television, capitalizing on 
comparative sponsor inactivity dur- 


| ing the current summer season, is 
effecting a sweeping realignment of 
nest of its sustalning programs to 
build their chances for snagging 
| bankrollers. Idea, as worked out 
| by national program chief Norman 
Blackburn, is to find the hottest 
available for the shows the 
web thinks are hot and so try to 
build their ratings before the an- 
ticipated renewal of sponsor inter- 
in the fall. 

Three of the programs involved 
originate in Chicago, indicating 
the web may put increased empha- 
sis on its Chi operation for build- 
ing new packages. One of these, 
“Garroway at ‘Large,” now aired 
Saturday nights at 10, switches in- 
to the Sunday night at 10 period 
starting this week (10), to take ad 
vantage of the “Philco Television 
Play house” returning to the air in 
ithe 9 to 10 spot the following 
week. “RFD America,” also origi- 
nating in Chi, moved into the 
Thursday at 8 p.m. time starting 
last week (30). 

Third Chi show is “Quiz Kids,” 
which takes over the full connected 
network as a sustainer in the Wed- 
nesday night at 8 slot until Aug. 31. 


spots 


est 





Alka-Seltzer has bought the pro- 
gram starting Sept. 7, when it will 
be moved into the Wednesday 


night at 10 period. 

Biggest switch is to be made in 
the Saturday night log. Blackburn 
hopes to get the U. S. Marine Band 
from Washington to fill the 8 te 
8:30 bracket. “Television Screen 


Magazine,” now aired at that time, 
will be shoved back a half-hour. 
“Who Said That?’, Crosley-spon- 
sored quiz show, remains in its 
present 9 to 9:30 slot, with the 
“Eddie Condon Floorshow” taking 
}over the 9:30 to 10 time. Latter 
slot is now occupied by “Saturday 
Night Jamboree,” which is to be 
vanked. ‘“‘Three Flames” will take 


over the 10 to 10:30 time which, 
with the Condon show, will give 
NBC a back-toback jazz parlay. 
“Believe It or Not,” rating on 
which has been climbing gradually 
for the last several weeks, will be 
moved from its present Tuesday 
night at 9:30 time to a half-hour 
earlier on Tuesdays, following the 
new Olsen & Johnson program, 
Procter & Gamble’s ‘Fireside The- 
atre,’”’ which have held the Tuesdays 
at 9 segment, started its summer 
lavoff after last night (5). NBC is 
also planning to revive a televersion 
of the “Lights Out” program, to 
| which it owns rights, in the Friday 
j}nights at 9:30 slot. That will de- 
pend on whether American Tobac- 
co gives up the time following ex- 
piration of the “Your Show Time” 
program next week. 


Pall Mall Buys 


‘TV Big Siory 





American Tobacco has picked 
up the tab on “The Big Story,” TV 
documentary series which will 
blend live action and film shot on 
location in the cities where the 
factual yarns took place. Stanza 
will preem around Sept. 15 and 
Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & 
Bayles, agency for Pall Mall, is 
negotiating with NBC-TV_ and 
CBS-TV for a suitable slot. 

Bernie Prockter will produce 
the program, which will be 
scripted by Arnold Perl, who alse 
does the AM “Big Story” series 
for same sponsor. 


Marines’ TV Signoff 


Washington, July 5. 

Film is being made here with 
Marine Corps color guard and full 
Marine Band for use of all video 
stations in the U. S. 

Based on an idea by Donald A. 
Stewart, manager of WDTV in 
Pittsburgh, film is being produced 
for the benefit of any station which 
will use it for signoff and other 
purposes, 
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AMA : 

ith Peggy Wood, Judson Laire, 

Malcolm Keen, Ruth Gates, 

Rosemary Rice, Dick Van Patton, 

Iris Mann 
Writer: Frank Gabrielson 
Director-Producer: Ralph Nelson | 
30 Mins., Fri., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CRS-TV, from New York | 

For some time now there’s been | 
an awareness that one of the basic 
formulas necessary to give video a 
much-needed lift and warmness, 
namely situation comedy, has been 
lacking. As TV became more and 
more inundated with hit-and-miss 
vaudeo presentations, it only 
served to accent this shortcoming. 
The emergence of “The Goldbergs” 
was the clincher in recognizing 
that situation comedy, when real 
and alive, was as vital to tele’s crea- 
tive growth. as it was in radio. 

The point was again proven last 
Friday night (1) with the premiere 
of “Mama,” the new Carol Irwin 
package built around Kathryn 
Forbes’ warm - hearted Norwegian 
characters as suggested by her 
“Mama’s Bank Account” novel and 
its subsequent ie Remember 
Mama” legit and pic adaptations. 

In effect this is the “Gold- 
bergs’’—with a Norwegian accent. 
And on the basis of last week ini- 
tial installment, the “Mama” saga 
loeks like a TV click. As scripted 
by Frank Gabrielson and enacted 
by a highly capable cast headed by 
Peggy Wood and Judson Laire, 
with all the necessary topflight pro- 
ductional 


accoutrements, it is en- 
dowed with sufficient qualities to 
satisfy discriminating viewers in 
all age brackets. The mood, the 


color and the flavor of the original 
Forbes characterizations have all 
been captured, and brought to life 
within the framework of a polished 
TV production. 

Gabrielson played it safe for the 
initial episode, built around Papa’s 
attainment of citizenship (a script, 
incidentally, that had previously 
done successful service in radio), 
but dovetailed with the surefire 
sentimental values was a blending 
ef rich, fine portrayals, sharply 
focussed by expert camera treat- 
ment. to suggest ‘“‘Mama’s” continu- 
ing broad appeal. 

With the possible exception of 
Uncle Chris (Malcolm Keen’s por- 
trayal seemed too forced; certainly 
net the sympathetic character as 
suggested by Oscar Homolka), the 
casting was firstrate. not ably 
Judson Laire as Papa, Peggy Wood 
as Mama, Iris Mann as Dagmar 
and Rosemary Rice as Katrin, the 
latter, as in the stage version, also 
doing the running commentary. 

General Foods, which _ starts 
sponsorship of “Mama” on Aug. 5, 
appears to be playing it smart in 
video, at least in its coffee divi- 
sion. What the “Goldbergs” is 
doing for its Sanka product, 
*“Mama”™ should duplicate for Max- 
well House. Rose. 


FEDERAL AGENT 
With Joe De Santis, Arnold Rob- 


ertson; Edward E. Conroy, nar- | 


rator 
Producers: Chick Vincent, James 
Caddigan 
Directors: Carl Eastman 
Writer: Don Sandford 
30 Mins.; Wed. (29), 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
DuMont, from N. Y. (7 stations) 
DuMont’'s “Program Playhouse,” 
showcase for new tele stanzas, last 
week preemed “Federal Agent,” a 
whodunit based on the files of Ed- 
ward FE. Conroy, formerly chief 
special agent for the FBI in New 
York. Conroy served as narrator, 
which seriously detracted from the 
show's potentialities. 


vestigator was nervous before the 
cameras, fluffing some of his lines. 
In addition, fact that the material 
was read destroyed the illusion of 
reality, especially so since the case 
enacted dealt with a phenomenal 
memory job. 

The story itself lacked dramatic 
punch, detailing the tracking down 
of a quartet of murderers. The 
case was cracked by the identifica- 
tion of a single fingerprint, a feat 
which lacks spectacular eye-appeal. 
On the other hand, a documentary 
handling of the tedious identifica- 
tion process could have aroused 
interest. 

Stanza evidently suffered from 
insuificient rehearsal time. Thesp- 
ing in the opening holdup scene 
Was unconvincing. Cutting from 
camera to camera was slow and a 
couple of times the cast was left 
on screen after the scene had died. 
Joe De Santis. however, turned in 
a né@at job as the gang leader and 
Arnold Robertson was fair as the 
sheriff. 

Injection of the narrator at two 
points in the unfolding of the yarn 
was bad. interrupting the story 
and explaining what should have 
been told in action. Bril. 


The ex-in- 


| MR. AND MRS. NORTH 


With Joseph Allen, Jr., Mary Lou 

Tayior, others 
Producer: John Loveton 
Director: Marc Daniels 
Writer: Hector Chevigny 
30 Mins., Mon. 9 p.m. 

COLGATE 
NBC, from New York 
(Sherman & Marquette) 

The video translation of one of 
radio’s staples, “Mr. and Mrs. 
North,” provides an added dimen- 
sion to this lightweight mystery. 
This comedy when wired for 
sight retains the same qualities in- 
herent in its radio edition plus the 


visual attributes afforded only by 
tele. 
For the initial session writer 


Hector Chevigny has taken a sub- 
ject with which he’s unfortunately 
quite familiar with—that of a sight- 
less man who has the responsibility 
of administering a relatively large 
estate. Jerry and Pamela North 
stumble across one murder and an 
attempted murder and Pamela’s 
light-headed hunches provide the 
key to the solution. 

The one unfortunate aspect of 
this yarn is the fact that the viewer 
by asking himself which of the 
cast is most unlikely to pull the 
caper, finds himself in agreement 
with the show’s denouement. The 
villain of the piece shouldn't be 
so stainless if the element of mys- 
tery is to be kept at top-secret 
level 

Enactments are uniformly good 
with Joseph Allen, Jr., and Mary 
Lou Taylor as the sleuthing pair, 


with sets and production values 
excellently keyed. 
The Colgate commercials for 


Lustre Creme shampoo and Ajax 
cleanser are in the metrical form 
with cartoon embellishments. The 
big center spiel comes off best. 
Jose. 


MEET YOUR CONGRESS 
With Blair Moody, moderator 
Producer: Charles Christiensen 
30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 
NBC, from Washington 

From a public service angle, 
this type of program is probably 
the most effective educator in the 
working of the U. S. government. 
Although there are several other 
programs similar to this on the 
air. there’s more than enough 
material to go around. All of these 
shows are not only informative, 
but have a natural dramatic qual- 
ity born out of ideological conflict. 
They bring to the constituency not 
only the viewpoints of the legisla- 
tors but their personalities as well. 
In short, this program genre 1s 
video’s meat. 


“Meet Your Congress” has a 
familiar, straightforward format 
|which brings two Congressmen 


‘from each party to discuss vital 
/publie issues. On the preem (2) 
Senators James Murray, Joseph 
'O’Mahoney, Jomer Ferguson and 
Andrew Schoeppel kicked around 


the problem of rising unemploy- | 


ment in the U. S. The show had 
| several rough spots. Blair Moody, 
as moderator, apparently failed to 
brief the participants in video's 
etiquette and consequently, the 
/speakers were getting into each 
other’s hair. Early part of the 
~show, moreover, was taken up 
with some academic comments 
'that flared into verbal fireworks 
just about at closing time. In any 
case, however, it gave a glimpse 
into Congress’ division between 
ithe laissez faire and government 
lintervention camps. With firmer 
| control by Moody, it will undoubt- 
edly emerge into topnotch adult 
video fare. Herm. 


| 


| 


PUPPET OPERA 

| Producer: Ernest Wolff 

Director: Reinald Werrenrath, Jr. 
30 Mins.: Tues., 8 p.m. (CDT) 
_NBC, from Chicago (8 stations) 

Ernest Wolff's puppet troupe is 
an earnest experiment in bringing 
opera classics to televiewers, in 
this case ‘Aida,’ but it will take 
more ‘than claquers to warrant en- 
cores. 

Wolff's miniature opera’ has 
scored heavily in Chi hotel rooms 
fand restaurants using a tiny stage 
and recordings of La Scala Co. of 
Milan, Italy. However, the sense 
ot intimacy gained by a_ personal 
showing is lost on TV, wherein 
the puppets move jerkily about in 
a grey mist. 

Topflight recorded music can't 
save the show from an almost com- 
plete sense of unreality, although 
the program technique is a faith- 
ful imitation of grand opera, com- 
plete with orch, curtain calls, in- 
termission scenes and announce- 
ments. Camera can’t get close 
enough to pick up intricate details 
of costumes and scenery, which 
are a big feature of the troupe, 
and hence these are not noticed by 
viewers. 

It's too bad that a first class 
idea such as this doesn't meet tele 
requirements. at least in black and 


white reception. On color tele, 
with adequate closeup lensing, 
puppet opera would be a ‘°°, 
better show. Mart. 





Tele Followup 











“Frent Row Center” on DuMont | 


continues to hold up as one of 
video’s brighter revues. Modestly 
scaled and stacked with young tal- 
ent, Friday’s show (1) ran off at a 
breezy, entertaining pace for most 
of the way. Comedy sparkplugs 
are Jan Murray, doubling as em- 
cee, and Phil Leeds, both contrib- 
ing several funny sketches. Nitery 
singer Marion Bruce delivered a 
couple of fine numbers and the 
superb dancing team of Hal Loh- 
man and Joan Fields scored once 
again with some fancy stepping. 
Singing duo of Virginia Oswald 
and Jack Cassidy were okay but 
their turn was too long. Overall, 
show rates high because of its 
fresh material which, even though 
slipping at times, reveals a_ will- 
ingness to take a chance. 


“Studio One,” for its last show 
this summer, made a flight into a 
ghostly realm with the adaptation 
of Ellen Glasgow’s “The Shadowy 
Third” on CBS last Wednesday. 
Drama had a fragile substance but 
was spun out effectively via expert 
performances and a superb produc- 
tion. Especially standout was the 
camera’s fluidity in creating a sub- 
tle atmosphere of impending 
tragedy. The climax of this peace, 


in fact, was accomplished solely 
via camera work. 
Yarn revolved around the at- 


tempt of a doctor to get rid of his 
wife by committing her to an in- 
sane asylum. Gliding eerily 
through the piece was the form of 
the deceased daughter who was 
killed by her father through neg- 
ligence. The ghostly existence of 
the girl is used for some confused 
symbolism for most of the way but 
is exploited for a_ spine-chilling 
climax. At the windup, the doctor 
is shown sprawled dead at the bot- 
tom of a staircase with the camera 
slowly rising upwards to pick up 
the child’s skipping rope which 
tripped him on the top step. Mem- 
bers of the excellent cast included 
Helmut Dantine, Francis Fuller, 
Margaret Randolph, Frank Wilson 
and Una O'Connor. 


Kyle MacDonnell, who won her 
television spurs as the singer with 
a tres videogenic face, branched 
out into her first dramatic role 
Wednesday night (29) on NBC-TV’s 
“Kraft TV Theatre’ — and did a 
surprisingly good job on it. Play, 
an old fashioned farce by Margaret 
Mayo titled “Baby Mine,” lacked 
impact because its basic situations 
have become trite but, under the 
combined administrations of Miss 
MacDonnell and others in the cast, 
it emerged as easy viewing. Fun 
was heightened by the actors play- 
ing it so fast, that it wound up 
six minutes early. They rounded 
off the hour by introducing the 
east and plugging the following 
week’s program. 

As a scatterbrained wife ad- 
dicted to lying, Miss MacDonnell 
laid on the slapstick with a heavy 
brush, proving she can handle roles 
like these with ease. Warren 
Parker and Natalie Core were good 
as her best friends and Gordon 
Mills was adept as the disgusted 
husband, milking the maximum in 
laughs from the part. J. Walter 
Thompson staff producer Paul 
Belanger hypoed the pace with his 
camera cutting and was also re- 
sponsible for directing the cast so 
deftly. 





/ RED BARBER’S CLUB HOUSE 
| With Red Barber,’ guests 


Writer: Judson Bailey 

Producer: John Peyser, John Derr 
15 Mins., Sat., 6:30 p.m.” 

U. S. ARMY AND AIR FORCE 
CBS, from N, Y. 

Broadcast simultaneously over 
AM and TV, this sports show has 
the advantage of Red Barber as 
pilot. Barber is a smooth, well-in- 
formed gabber who can get across 
the maximum amount of info with 
minimum effort that’s directed at 
the key athletic events. Program 
serves nicely as a week-end news 
roundup, plus late baseball scores 
and interviews with sports celebs. 
Despite the radio tieup, special 
video angles were liberally used 
via still and motion pictures which 
illustrated Barber’s chatter without 
interfering with the AM broadcast. 

On the kickoff stanza (2), Barber 

exploded the baseball myth about 
the July 4 league leaders, de- 
scribed the inspiring comeback of 
Joe DiMaggio and gave the week’s 
tennis results. Picture’ inserts 
were neatly handled throughout. 
Barber also raced through inter- 
view with Peewee Reese of the 
Dodgers who. incidentally. broke 
up the ball game only a few min- 
ules previous. 
_ Filmed plug for the U. S. Air 
Force was a hardhitting selling job 
showing the planes to be handled 
by the potential recruits. Herm. 


WHAT’S THE WORD? 

With Jack McElroy, Margaret 
Brown, Jack Lane, Monica 
Whalen, Whitey Roberts, Gene 
and Jean, Cy Sommers, Jack and 
Jackie Shaften, Ivan Ditmars 
orch. 

Director: Bud Cole 

Producer: John Nelson 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:20 p.m. 

EVANS CASE CO. 

KNBH, Hollywood 

(Don Marter) 

“What's the Word?” is best of 
the audience participationers yet 
beamed on the Coast. That really 
isn't saying much, because most of 
them have been pretty sad affairs. 
Comparisons aside, “Word” is 
socko, if for no other reason than 
the fabulous prizes gathered by 
the “Three Johns” of “Bride and 
Groom,” Masterson, Nelson and 
Reddy. It's a show that Coast 
viewers will be looking forward to 
next week, because the giveaways 
are right in the “Stop the Music” 
groove. Additionally, there’s good 
entertainment on tap. 

Time and talent costs, aside 
from the premiums, are $1,200. 
Jack McElroy is emcee of the 
Evans Case Co., layout, with West- 
inghouse Electric and other manu- 
facturers in for some painless co- 
op plugs. McElroy stands in front 
of a large chart with squares on it, 
like a kingsize crossword puzzle. 
Studio audience and home viewers 
are given clues contained in such 


acts as Whitey Roberts’ juggling 
stint and Margaret Brown’s tap 
dancing. In the case of Roberts it 
was a five-letter word (McElroy 
supplied that cue), meaning 
“luere,” because Roberts was jug- 


gling two-bit pieces. Miss Brown’s 
was “toe.”’ When a studio partici- 
pant misses, viewers get a chance 
to phone in the answer. 

Other clues were provided by 
such acts as Gene and Jean, magi- 
cians; Cy Sommers in pantomime 
of a “Figaro” recording; Jack and 
Jackie Shafton, puppeteers: Jack 
Lane, Brown Derby cartoonist 
whose sketch was correctly pegged 
as Dennis Day; and_ songstress 
Monica Whalen. Ivan Ditmars and 
orch provided the backing. Mc- 
Elroy worked like a beaver, but 
ingratiatingly. Ditto for announcer 
Lou Cook. Bud Cole directed, 
John Nelson produced, Don Mar- 
ter of Boston is agency for Evans, 


and the results were worth the 
backbreaking efforts of all con- 
cerned. 


Layout moves so fast that the 
commercials are hardly more than 
throwaways. Speed, apparently, 
is the secret of staging successful 
video giveaways. 
giveaways themselves. 


Mike. 


BRASS BUTTONS REVUE 

With NBC's Page and Guide staf- 
fers 

Writer: Bob Van Scoyk 

Producer: Bill Garden 

Director: Dick Cox 


| Music: Jerry Verbel, Jerry Breiten 


30 Mins.; Wed. (29), 10:40 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 

“Brass Buttons Revue,” written, 
directed by and_ starring NBC's 
page and guide staffers in N. Y., 


is the opportunity offered them by 
the web to showcase their talents, 
on the assumption that many of 
them use their jobs as stepping- 
stones to careers. Last Wednesday 
night’s edition, first since the war, 
revealed considerable creative tal- 
ent in writing and direction and the 
performers, while not standout, 
showed some promise. 

Most of the show was played for 
laughs, which was a good thing, 
since the one or two attempts at 
serious skits were. ns.g. Best of 
them lampooned ‘Some of NBC's 


best known properties. “Howdy 
Doody,” the web’s video puppet 
star, took in on the chin via an/! 


hilarious skit titled “Rowdy Rudy” 
and radio’s giveawayers also came 
in for their share of satire in an- 
other neatly-played scene. Show at 
times took on the coy characteris- 
tics of a high schoo! senior class 
play but, for the most part, indi- 
cated some of the talent involved 
should be given a prefessional try- 
out. 

As a sustainer, the revue could 
not have given too much camera 
rehearsal, which was sorely evident 
in the number of miscued stage 
directions, with performers peek- 
ing through curtains within camera 
range, etc. Otherwise Bill Garden. 
himself a former NBC page boy 
and now chief of the web's TV re- 
mote operations, handled the pro- 
duction capably. Singer Earl 
Wrightson, who also 
from page ranks, was on hand to 
introduce the proceedings. Stal. 





San Francisco — ‘“Kieran’s 
kaleidoscope,” new series of quar- 
ter-hour nature films directed and 
narrated by John Kieran which 
debuted June 30 via KGO-TV, has 
been signed for sponsorship by the 
Bank of America. 


Speed, and the | 


graduated | 


| a 

| OLSEN & JOHNSON SHOW 

Starring Ole Olsen & Chie John 
son; featuring Marty May, June 

Johnson, J. C. Olsen, others 
Producer-director: Ezra Stone 
TV Director: Frank Burns 
| 60 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m. 
BUICK 
' NBC-TV, New York 
| (Kudner) 
| Olsen and Johnson have cer. 
jtainly run the gamut. The zanieg 
have been in every branch of the 
amusement industry during their 
approximately 35 years as a team 
and now they're a cinch to cary 
new career for themselves in tele. 
vision. Their opening show for 
Buick, as the Tuesday night sum- 
mer replacement for Texaco’s Mil- 
ton Berle vaudeo, gave plenty of 
indication that they will make a 
place for themselves when they get 
their own spot in the fall for the 
Same sponsor. 

There was hardly a piece of busi- 
ness that O&J did on the opener 
that isn’t standard. All of it, of 
course, associated with O&J 

Ole Olsen, always a master at the 
talk, doesn’t have midgets’ run. 
ning up and down the aisles, or 
other distractions occupying the 
audience, when he’s making with 
the tele gab. This isn't Olsen in the 
theatre or cafe. The camera in 
TV is focussed on him alone. Thus 
he punches home his spiel 

Throughout this TV-er is in 
the usual Olsen and Johnson 
tradition of scurrying midgets, loud 
costumes, racy pace, — standard 
sketches with the usual blackouts, 
and the countless props without 
which no O&J show is complete. 

Production-wise, it was a strong 
show. Everyone rates more than a 
nod, and a particular one goes to 
the camera crew. 

It was a heavily peopled show, 
but no one had much to do out- 
side of the stars. Marty May, Chie 
Johnson's son-in-law, was the em- 
cee in the “pre-show” festivities 
within the show, in which a Holly- 
wood premiere was satirized for 
five minutes, from in front of the 
,TV theatre. June Johnson, Chic’s 
daughter, and J. C. Olsen. Ole’s 
son, helped make it a family affair. 

This is a show that costs, pro- 
duction-wise, in the neighborhood 
of $20,000 weekly. It looks it. 

Kahn. 


ON THE AVENUE 
With Howard Tupper, Bernard 

Krause 
Producer: Bob Stone 
Three 60-Min. Telecasts 
ALBANY CENTRAL AVE. CIVIC 

AND MERCHANTS’ ASSN. 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Celebrating a unified three-day 
sales promotion, an Albany mer- 
chants group inaugurated a new 
‘feature in its advertising budget, 
_the presentation of three hour- 
‘long telecasts through WRGB’s re- 
| mote equipment. It was the first 
_time such sponsorship had been 
|essayed hereabouts; the results 
accordingly were closely studied in 
both the video and the business 
fields. Comments by _ interested 
parties, on and off the air, were 
generally favorable, although from 
the point of viewers the shows 
were too long and_ repetitious. 
They held moments of _ interest, 
however. 

Two teenage bands played ac- 
ceptably. Howard Tupper and Ber- 
nard Krause did impromptu inter- 
views. Changed spots for each 
telecast, plus film shot of avenue 
establishments, gave participating 
stores a sufficiency of plugging. 
Added to this were the many spiels 
by merchants and __ participants. 
Camera work attained a fairly high 
level of effectiveness. It is prob- 
able that producer Bob Stone and 
others of the crew learned valuable 
lessons from pickups. Jaco. 


MUSICAL DEMITASSE 

With Kay Fredericks 

Director: Lee Hall 

15 Mins., Wed., 7:45 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNHC-TV, New Haven 
“Demitasse” is pegged as a series 


-of varied femme vocalizing, pre- 


gram caught (29) being confined 
to operatic selections from “La 
"ee 

Boheme” and “Madame Butterfly. 
Kay Fredericks, with radio and 
recital background, displays a nice 
voice and sufficient facial emphasis 
to make her rendition convincing 
trom the dramatic standpoint. . 
Program is broken up by chatter 
between Miss Fredericks and an 
nouncer Tom Romano, conversa- 


j i 2cCTr] ive . i be- 
tion being descriptive of n“* 


hind the particular song. 

Rey accompanies okay on the 

iano. 

’ Camera work of lap dissolves 

ani double exposures is effect 

in chopping up the lengthy straign 
Bone. 


j vocalizing shots. 
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Tele Chatter 











New York 


CBS-TV director Ralph Levy left 
for the Coast, Sunday (3), where 
he is to take over direction of 
come of the big-name programs 
planned by the web for the fall 
Announcer Rex. Marshall now do- 
ing all his television and AM work 
on a freelance basis, with shows on 
most of the N. Y. stations and nets 

TV, first video picture mag on 


a national scale, scheduled for an 
August launching by G. & E _Pub- 
lishing Co Ww alter L. Stickel, 
former RCA-V ictor manager for 
the Leo Mevberg Co., Los Ange- 
les. named DuMont national re- 
ceiver sales managel New mo- 


pile tele unit slated for a tour of 
the N. Y. area soon to showcase Ail 
King receivers, In cooperation with 
company dealers Singer Kitty 
Carlisle signed by Muriel Campbell 
for a live video show to be titled 
“Tea with Kitty” Show biz vet 
Martin Begley named talent pro- 
curement supervisor for NBC-TV 
Walter Lantz cartoons, “Woody 
Woodpecker” and “Andy Panda,” 
bought by Bob Emery tor daily 
showing on his DuMont “Small 
Fry Club” Douglas Dean, Ray 
Bolger’s understudy n the current 
Broadway production, “Where’s 
Charley?” joined the permanent 
cast of DuMont’s “And Everything 
Nice” as dancing partner for Max- 
ine Barratt NBC-TV’s Kyle Mac- 
Dennell vacationing at her Kansas 
hometown until July 22. 


Hollywood 


Hollywood Bowl has informed 
television stations that five Bowl 
programs are available for telens- 
ing this summer. Bow! is asking 
$2,500 per program. Being offered 
are the San Francisco Ballet on 
July 23, Tex Williams’ Caravan on 
July 30, La Traviata, Aug. 12-13 
and the ice show featuring Bar- 
bara Ann Scott on Aug. 27 ; 
Leighton Brill and William Trinz 
have set up tele production com- 
pany. Brill was former Coast rep 
for Rodgers and Hammerstein. 
Trinz was U-I talent scout. New 
company, to be known as B-T En- 
terprises, will specialize in musi- 
cal packages Don Lee has 
leased 16 John Wayne westerns 
from Toby Anguish’s Television 
Pictures Distributing Corp. Pix 
were produced at Monogram be- 
tween 1933 and 1935. Series will 
be telensed starting Sunday, July 
17... Telefilm is making its sec- 
ond series of 52 telepix titled 
“Roving Cameras.” ... KTTV has 
leased 13 British pix from CBS. 
They are part of the 52 under 
CBS wing. Station will start beam- 
ing Saturday, July 16, kicking off 


Fields, Ann Todd, Otto Kruger. 


John Loder, George Sanders, Ed- 


mund Gwenn, Vivien Leigh and 
others Christ] and Webber 
Productions has completed a 30- 
minute dramatic film for video 
based on novel “Homeward Bound” 


by W. W. Jacobs. Telepic stars 
Dick Foran and Rosemary De- 
Camp. Hans Conried, Grady Sut- 


ton, Joyce Compton and Thurston 
Hall are featured. Peggy Webber 


directed and Framwk Christ! pro- 
duced film. 
Chicago 
WNBQ has cancelled out its 


Puppet Opera after four programs 
Difficulty in lensing is believed to 
be the reason for axing Corinne 
Bartolini off to Coast for NBC-TV 
audition WGN -TV celebrated 
Philippine Independence Day with 
special documentary filmed in 
Pacific by U. S. Signal Corps 
Pat Flanagan and Vince Garrity 
announcing WENR-TV coverage of 
Chi police baseball benefit July 6 
Burton Holmes now shooting 
film at Sarra studio for Santa Fe 
railroad tele series skedded for fall 
release WGN-TV staffer Nancy 
Laing winner of Evanston beauty 


contéSt Indie tele producer Tom 
O’Brien back on job after bout 
with virus x ABC-TV’'s_ Sing- 


Copation with singer Delores Mar- 


shall and instrumentalist Jack 
Fascinate switched to new time 
Sun. at 8:15 p.m Florida Trio 


acrobatic team and juggler Jimmy 
Evans guested on ABC-TV Super 


Circus “Cross Question,” WGN- 
TV courtroom drama created by 
attorney William Wines; goes off 


for a week, and moves to new time 
on return. Wed. at 9 p.m. is new 
period. 


London 

TV's newest Saturday night pro- 
gram, ‘“Magie Carpet,” which re- 
places “Cafe Continental,” unrolls 
for the first time July 8 and will 
touch down in Cairo, with a visit 
to Rio de Janeiro set for the fol- 
lowing month ... Ana Esmeralda 
and the “Spanish Rhapsody” com- 
pany, which is now appearing at 
the Savoy theatre, were telecast in 
a 45 minute program Video 
cameras will be back at the Ascot 
race course when Peter Dimmock 
and Henry Green will be commen- 
tators Televised direct from 
the theatre before the war, J. B. 
Priestley’s Yorkshire comedy, 
“When We Are Married,” will be 
on the air again Sunday (10) with 
a repeat performance the following 
Friday (15) . 


in the British army, the King’s 


.. Only Horse Battery | 


Ready Answers 
Don Hyndman, Eastman 
Kodak engineer, will head a 
special committee which the 
Society of Motion Pieture En- 
gineers is setting up to an- 
Swer the six questions posed 
by the FCC on theatre tele- 
Vision. Special committee will 
meet within a few days to start 
working on a report to the 
Federal agency, 

Most of the 
needed to meet the FCC de- 
mand for edification on the 
film industry’s plans are. al- 
ready in the hands of SMPE 
Hence. there is no question 
that the group will be able 
to meet the two-month dead- 
line set by the FCC 


information 
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time making plain that “it is with- 
out prejudice to any action that 
the Commission may take with re- 
spect to authorizations or applica- 
tions of the grantee in the light of 
the decision of the Supreme 
Court” in the Big Five anti-trust 
case. FCC denied two other relay 
extension applications for Par and 
one for 20th on the ground that 
these relays were not being used 
anyway. 

In its letter to Paramount, FCC 
said: 

“You are further advised that be- 
fore any permanent frequency as- 
signments may be authorized for 
theatre television relay purposes 
it would be necessary both for the 
Commission to allocate frequen- 
cies to any such contemplated ser- 
vice, and to adopt rules and regu- 
lations governing the licensing and 
operation of stations im any such 
service. 

“At the present time no such 
rule making proceedings are pend- 
ing and the Commission has re- 
ceived no request therefor. .. . 

“The Commission is not in a po- 
sition to give any assurance that 
as the result of appropriate rule 
making procedures it would neces- 
sarily reach the conclusion that al- 
locations of frequency to, or adop- 
tion of rules and regulations gov- 
erning, theatre television § relay 
would be justified in the public 
interest, convenience or necessity.” 

FCC told Par that the temporary 
extension only carries for a few 
months and that additional infor- 
mation must be filed by Sept. 2 if 
the company wants to continue the 
experimental relay licenses. 





Greenville, Tex.—Leo Hackney, 
commercial manager of KGVL 


20%, of London's TV Time Given To 
Light Fare; Vaude in Sat. Key Spot 





ABC SNAGS BAPTIST 
SHOW VS. MBS PITCH 


ABC has won Us battle with 
Mutual to snag a contract with the 
Southern Baptists rhe latter's 
program half-hour 
Sunday at 
will be skedded on some 
130 stations 

Move | 
policy of 
ligious 
some of its shows by 
NBC ABC and Mutual now find 
themselves dueling when it comes 
to new biz and renewals. ABC re 
cently made a pitch to lure Nation- 
al Biscuit Co.’s “Straight Arrow” 
away from MBS. but was unsuc 
cessful. 


WJJD’s AM Vs. TV Forum 


Chicago, July 5 

Radio listeners will get an earful 
of “what's what” in the radio vs. 
tele industry struggle in a special 
WJJD forum July 10. Holman 
Faust of Mitchell-Faust agency, and 
ex-head of the Chi Radio Manage- 
ment Club, will tangle with Johnny 
Graff, WBKB program director. 

Bill Irwin, radio-TV editor of the 
Sun-Times. and moderator Lee 
Schooler fill out the panel. 


WESA’s Oveckeul 


Pittsburgh, July 5 

Heads are continuing to fall af 
district radio stations and _ latest 
shakeup has just taken place at 
WESA in nearby Charleroi, Pa., 
where John (Whitey) Karabin is 
out as manager and has been re- 
placed by Charles R. Duvall, for- 
mer sales chief at WJPA in Wash- 
ington, Pa. Henry Niederkofler, 
chief engineer at station, has been 
upped to Duvall’s assistant. 

At same time, Joe Beljan takes 
over at WESA as news editor and 
publicity director, 


religioso 
Stanza to be aired on 
3:30 p.m 
south 
web's 


across the 
oOints up 

taking 
cued in by 


the new 
commercial re 
raids on 


CBS and 


airers 


Wismer’s Brewery Sponsor 

Detroit, July 5. 
Harry Wismer’s “Sports Show” 
over ABC network each Saturday 
evening will be sponsored hence- 
forth by the Goebel Brewing Co., 

of Detroit. + 
Program had been sustaining. 
Wismer has been sports director of 
ABC since 1942. His program orig- 


London, June 30. 
About 20° of the screen time 
on the BBC's London video service 
being given over to light 
entertainment, which embraces 
everything from the music hall to 


musical comedy. Of this time, 
vaudeville alone accounts for three 


is now 


Saturday peak evening dates each 
month Viewing time for vaude- 
ville is already permanently allo- 
cated for three monthly features. 
To keep the percentage up there 
are, in addition, occasional short 
series like “The Magpies, with 
Betty Astell and Cyril Fle‘cher, 


revues taken direct from legit the- 


atres and various types of floor 
shows 

Although straight drama. still 
holds No. 1 position, there is a 
growing demand for popular TV 
shows, and the BBC light enter- 
tainment director, Pat Hillyard, is 


planning the introduction of two 
new program series. First of 
these, skedded for mid-August un- 
der the title of “Cabaret Cruise,” 
will have a cruising liner as its 
setting, and the material will in- 


clude light vaudeville items, a quiz 
and popular bits. 

Second series is planned as a 
weekly show, and Hillyard is new 
scouting for a top-ranking star whe 
can be featured as resident artist. 
Arthur Askey, who has a high radio 
rating, is a likely candidate, and 
two TV spots he has had proved 
him a natural for the medium. 

Of the three regular vaude 
shows, “‘Cafe Continental,” which 
recently celebrated its second 
birthday, has the biggest viewing 
public, with an audience calculated 
to be around 600,000 for each show. 
This program is being transformed 
into the “Magic Carpet” series, 
and the ‘‘Cafe” will move to a dit- 
ferent country each month, with 
Cairo as the starting-off ground. 

Major difficulty facing the BBC 
in its endeavor to widen the scope 
of its vaudeville entertainment has 
been the restrictive clause in many 
theatre contracts prohibiting stars 
from working on TV at Alexandra 
Palace This embargo affects par- 
ticularly American artists touring 
Britain via one of the major cir- 
cuits and a video show would cost 


them their return fare to the 
States 

Another restriction is in the 
matter of finance. Since TV is 


being heavily subsidized by license 
money garnered from radio, manxi- 
























































with “High Command.” — Films | Troup of the Royal Horse Artillery, here, has been named manager of inates at WXYZ when he is not on mum budget for a 60-minute vaude 
were made between 1940-44. They will be featured in the evening. the outlet, replacing Earle Fletcher, the road covering top sporting entertainment is limited to around 
feature James Mason, Gracie’ program next Monday (11) 'who has resigned. events. ' $2,500 to $3,000. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Michael Sillerman, formerly prexy of the Keystone Broadcasting Co ; 
has joined the Fred W. Ziv Co. as special sales rep, headquartering In 
the transcription outfit’s N. Y. offices Heidy Mayer, story teller on 
WOR's “Here Heidy,” flew to Israel yesterday (Tues.) for 10-week stay 
during which she'll collect tales for her stanza Mastic Acres real 
estate outfit has added three 15-minute Italian shows on WOV in addi- 
tion to its biz on WHOM and WVNJ Edith Dick, WWRL station 
manager, named to board of trustees of Queens Symphony Arno 
Huth, expanding activities at New School, will teach two courses on 
world radio and a seminar in international broadcasting David T. 
Golden, publicity-special events topper of WPAT, Paterson, has re- 
signed after six years ABC’s Arthur Gaeth, who gabs for the United 
Electrical Workers, started a four-month survey of unemployment con- 
ditions Monday (4) during which he'll travel across the country 
Zane Knauss, ex-WMGW, Meadville, Pa., has joined WMGM as assist- 
ant night manager Ward Wilson, WMGM sportscaster, celebrates 
20th year in radio this week. He started in the WMGM building, 711 
Fifth avenue, when it was NBC hdgas. Dick Bradley, who left WNEW 
announcing staff Friday (1), started at WQXR Monday Wendell 
(Scattergood Baines) Holmes plays a screen role in “Lost Boundaries” 

Parke Levy, “My Friend Irma” scripter, spending summer in At- 
lantic City Jill Warren, mag record critic, joined staff of Mark 
Goodson and Bill Todman for “Spin to Win” Franx Zuzulo heading 
MBS flackery while Jim O’Bryan takes three-week hiatus in Colorado 

Joan Henry, of Compton radio department, wed Thursday (30) 
to Warren Pott, who is associated with the “Believe It or Not” tele 
stanza. 

Ed Kobak to Pine Orchard, Conn., for three weeks Eleanor Butler, 
secretary to CBS sales veepee Bill Gittinger, weds Charles Eason, of 
the War Dept., on Saturday (9) Fran Carton, Ralph Camargo, Grant 
Gordon, Marilyn Erskine and Charles Penman new to cast of “David 
Harum” Dorothy Francis joins ‘“‘Lorenzo Jones” Peter Capell, 
William Greene, Tony Randall and Leonard Sherer new ‘Front Page 
Farrell” Jim Lister will produce a new summer replacement for 
the Coast Guard on Mutual, featuring singers Peggy and Bert Kalmar, 
Jr. Their father was half of the famous songwriting team of Kalmar 
& Harry Ruby. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


“One Man’s Family” will no longer be a Sunday affair on NBC. After 
more than a dozen years it moves to a Monday night time. Carlton 
Morse, headman of the family all these years, taped 13 of the shows 
before trekking east with his troupe for their tele baptism Broadway 
department stores, which for 13 years sponsored noon newscast on KHJ 
seven days a week, pulled out to channel the coin to other media. 
Within a few hours after the time became available Thompson agency 
moved in and sold the news period with Sid Fuller to Ford Dealers 


+ 








Blayne Butcher of Newell-Emmett passing the summer in New York 
until “‘Suspense” returns for Auto-Lite Sept. 1 Jack Rubin and 
Jamison Brewer scripting “Chicken Every Sunday” for Billie Burke 
and Harry Von Zell on NBC After seven-week hiatus, “Beulah” 


returns with the same setup Michael Chapin, a broth of a lad, spiel- 
ing the commercials for Rexall on the Guy Lombardo cut-ins from here 

CBS transferred Henry Flynn and Ed Buckalew to Radio Sales in 
+ 


Pat Weaver 























| . 
'the recent eruption. 


“the theatre” under the GI Bill of Rights... .Paul Franklin vacationing 


high in the Colorado Rockies with Fred Harmon, creator of “Red | 
Ryder,” which Franklin writes and directs for radio. ...Thanks, also, 


to Ampex tape, Jerry Devine is making a motor tour of New England 
with his family. ; - 
Robert Tallman and Gil Doud, who did such a bangup job of writing 
“Sam Spade” for the past three years, are no longer doing it... Around 
| KNX they're saying that Howard Meighan and J. Kelly Smith will 
alternate for the first few months as Coast head of the network after 
Don Thornburgh hits the trail for Philly, where he will prexy WCAU 


| 
Peter Opp of publicity goes to England to study | 


Bob Landry’s “This Fascinating Radio Business” will get a lot of 


vacation reading by the home horde. : 
Frank O’Connor called east by the illness 
CBS is discontinuing its western division station rela- 


out a dozen copies fast 
of his father 


tions department to meet the budget cutback 


One of the local book stalls sold 


.. Bob Burns auditioned 


a half-hour show for Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample with Shirley Ross as 


vocalist and George Wyle’s music 


Procter & Gamble is interested 


Alan Rich, radio ed of (San Fernando) Valley Times, sold a quizzer on 


KGIL called “Managing Editor.” 
move up through the city room 
Burton now directing 


Contestants start as copy boys and 
ranks 
“Green Lama” on CBS 


the right answers Jim 
Charles Bevis, topper 


on 


of NBC’s owned and operated radio and teevee stations, looking over 


the local tele operation. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Lois Hallowell of WBBM sales to wed John Madden of Quaker Oats 


this summer 
teaching post at Northwestern U 


Chi Theatre of the Air program July 9 
ducer Ben Park, wed July 2 to Mitchell Kapland 
of WMOR elected prexy of FM Broadcasters of Chicago. 


NBC news ed Fred Whiting to bow out in fall to take 


Contralto Helene Hekman heads 
Elise Fargo, asst. to pro- 
Ralph J. Wood, Jr., 
Other of- 


ficers are Edward Wheeler, WEAW, Evanston; Harold Benton, WILA, 
Woodstock: Jerry Keefe, WFJL; and Ted Leitzell, Zenith Radio 


Anita Cassidy new WBBM sales staffer 
Wilfred Pickles, BBC comedian, made 


Marts on Wisconsin vacation 


Mutual account exec Carrell 


guest shots with Welcome Travelers via ABC and Gold Coast Rhythm 


on WBBM 


Needham, Louis & Brorby agency has added Frederick 


Mitchell to account staff and Dick McClaubhry, ex-NBC writer*to copy 


staff 
Villa Park, Il. 
leaves for European tour July 10. 
days Temptones quartet 


July 4. Format will be mixed 


started 
vocals 


WBBM emcee Patrick O’Riley to head Frontier Celebration at 
Osborne Putnam Stearns, WMAQ Food 
His show will be transcribed for 30 


Magician, 


musical show 
United 


WGN 15 min. 
and instrumentals 


new 


Nations mediator-Ralph Bunche and family guested on Welcome Trav- 


elers by Tommy Bartlett 
WBBM’'s Melody Lane tonight (5) 


Drummer Bobby Christian makes bow on 


Julian Bentley starting weather 


news service via WBBM for small boat operators. 








] 
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-Schwerin’s ‘Don’t Be Half Safe’ | 








would be needed to ascertain the 
validity of his testing methods. 
Two major research facts stand 
from Schwerin’s GI 
The first, which was presented to 
Generals Mar- 
shall, then to the Truman Commit- 
tee, demonstrated that 20% of the 
food served to soldiers was being 
wasted Its immediate result was 
a saving of $119,000,000 on the 


out career. 


Summervell and 














Continued from page 29 


Army’s food bill; its secondary re- 
sult was recognition ef the impor- 





_- We 
Joya Kangen 


“AMERICA’S FINEST 
WESTERN ACT”! 


property. Meanwhile, Y & R finds 
itself entrenched more and more 
in the video picture. (Meade has 
been a topflight producer in radio. ) 

Significant, too, is the fact that 
Y & R is moving up Everard Meade 
into the No. 1 program spot. Meade, 
a veepee, has been Weaver's as- 
sistant and the two were associated 
at American Tobacco. In the days 
of Y & R’s radio supremacy, any 
such key checkout (as that involv- 
ing Weaver) would have set in mo- 
tion a flurry of activity to wrap up 
‘/the top man available in the busi- 
| ness. Under the web’s TV realign- 
| ment, Norman Blackburn continues 
| as program manager, with Carleton 
Smith continuing as an inner-circle 
administrator. 

Meanwhile, there’s a growing 
eonviction that the NBC opera- 
tional pattern will result in a com- 
plete divorcement of AM and TV, 
rather than integration, with sep- 
arate sales department, etc. 














The Texas Rangers, stars of 
stage, screen, radio and tele- 
vision, early this summer 











tance of research, and the subse- 
quent appointment of Schwerin to 
investigate the efficiency of Gl 
commercials on AFRS stations. 

This second project utilized a 
research man’s dream sample—25,- 
000 soldiers, whose actions which 
resulted from different commer- 
cials. could be observed under con- 
trol conditions. From thousands of 
man-hours of testing, observing, 
correlating and tabulation, Schwer- 
in deduced his “Curve of Remem- 
brance,’ which showed that only 
commercials which are greatly lik- 
ed or violently disliked, are re- 
membered. 


The Schwerin System is a 
method of qualitative testing, 


which means that it reports audi- 
ence liking for programs rather 
than amount of listening, as is the 
case with quantitative methods like 
Hooper and Nielsen, which tell how 
many people listened to a program. 

Schwerin’s is far and away the 
largest qualitative operation in the 
field, and is based on an ernomous 
mass of tests, both experimental 
and practical, extending over 13 
years’ time. The methodology of 























made a personal appear- : 

ance tour in the Midwest. 

They are pictured here in | Folsom 
Oklahoma City, when they | | Li Continued from page 28 


were commissioned honor- but never to the exclusion of 
ary Colonels of the State of 
Oklahoma by Governor 


Roy J. Turner. 


either.” 

This is Folsom’s first inspection 
trip abroad since joining RCA as 
top exec. He will take in the Brit- 
ish, Belgian, Dutch and French 


The Texas Rangers tran- affiliates of the RCA family 


scriptions, used on scores 
Video’s Fancy Losses 

That television is a costly under 

taking is evidenced by the past 

year’s losses of $4,000,000 by NBC's 

video ventures; and $2,000,000 each 


of stations from coast to 
coast, have achieved Hoop- 
eratings as high as 27.4. 


Advertisers and stations by BS and \BC Maintenance of 
stations and their operations ac- 

—ask about our new count for the variance of the red 
ink. 


sales plan! 

NBC owns and operates five sta- 
tions in N. Y., Chicago, Washing- 
ton, Cleveland and Los Angeles; 
whereas CBS operates only in New 
ad York and has a 49% interest in 


ARTHUR B. CHURCH | KTTV. L. A.. ABC, like CBS, will 


ultimately have five channels, but 


Wire, write or phone 


Productions right now operates only in N. Y., 
Chi and Frisco, debuting in the 


KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 








j last city only recently. 





the system was reviewed in an 
earlier VARIETY series (January- 
February, 1946). This series will 
explain enough about the “end 


product” that is obtained so that 
the reader can follow these present 
articles: 

Profile Technique 

The central feature of one of 
Schwerin’s reports is the profile 
of audience reaction, which shows 
minute-by-minute how the audi- 
ence liked the program. If the line 
on the profile reached 100, it would 
mean that everybody in the audi- 
ence liked the program at that 
point; if zero, that everybody dis- 
liked it. 

Liking scores, which are men- 
tioned frequently in this series, 
are made up in the same way, and 
summarize information from the 
profile. The higher a liking score. 
the more people liked what they 
heard 

The profile and liking scores 
show how the audience reacted 4s 
they were listening to the program. 
lo supplement this information, 


| discussion periods are held after , 


wt SE. Pie a 


Continued from page 28 


| broadcast. 








the tests. During these, audience 
members tell what they liked and 
disliked about the show, and these 
comments are rephrased for the 
whole audience to vote on. These 
comments and votes are not nearly 
as important as the liking scores, 
but they frequently provide valu- 
able additional clues regarding 
strengths or weaknesses of the pro- 
gram. 

Analytical conclusions of the 
Schwerin System are based on the 
principle that a “matched sample” 
audience can be tested on their 
continuing reactions to radio pro- 
grams and commercials, so that fhe 
results will indicate the reaction 
of all available radio listeners, with 
validity. Basie to the operation of 
Schwerin’s System is the “factor 
analysis,” which relates to the 
most significant characteristics of 
the audience which affect their lik- 
ing and disliking the program. 

These factors are divided 
two main groupings, physical and 
psychological. The physical fac- 
tors include sex-by-age, education, 
income, and others; psychological, 


or listening factors take into ac- , 


count such criteria as attitude to- 
ward the type of program under 
consideration, predisposition, fa- 
miliarity, amount of listening, etc. 
All of these factors are “matched” 
to the “universe’”’: i.e., total avail- 
able listening audience. 

The resulting reports, which are 
confidential to Schwerin’s clients, 
provide minutely detailed break- 
downs on elements of the program 
under study and on their appeal to 
different segments of the audience. 

Special clearances have been ob- 
tained in order that this Variety 
series could be assembled. The 
next article will deal with the first 
program category, Mystery Drama 
shows. 




















: 
_ MGM Network 
Continued from page 28 


Stars on “MGM Theatre,” includ- 
ing Van Heflin, Fredric March, 
Brian Aherne, Charles Laughton 
and Margaret O’Brien, are being 
paid $500 for hour performances— 
an unusually low fee—plus 10% 
of the profits on their particular 
Performers on other 
shows are getting AFRA minimums 
plus between 16-33°) of the net 
on their stanzas. 

Besides the financial and pub- 
licity return on the project, Metro 
feels that the platters will do a 
good public relations job for the 


film industry. The Paula Stone 
and George Murphy strips will 
stress positive aspects of Holly- 


wood news and will include info 
about other lots. 


| since they started this year. 
| tration 


into 


a a , 
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BMI’s 
Continued from page 31 —_| 


‘Wilson, ABC program  veepee 
who'll discuss “So You Want i 
Program a Network?”; Ted Cott 
veepee of WNEW, N. Y.., speaking 
on ‘“‘New Frontiers of Musical Pro- 
gramming”; Don Norman and Clay 
Daniel, assistant manager and pro- 
duction director, respectively, of 
WNBC and WNBT, N. Y.. demon- 
strating ‘“‘How to Make a Wax Pro. 
gram Appear Lifelike’; Sylvan 
Levin, WOR, N. Y., music director: 
and Gordon Grimm, assistant pro- 
gram manager of WCBS, N. y,. re- 
viewing the relation between the 
librarian and the program director, 

More than 190 station staffers 
have attended the BMI courses 
Regis. 
is cuffo, provided by the 
BMI station relations department 
as a service to the industry. The 
summer session, for which several 
station managers and program di- 
rectors have already enrolled, may 
be followed by another two-day 
school in August. The clinics in- 
clude visits to studios of Web out- 
lets. 




















CBS Streamlining 


Continued from page 28 ——_ 





director of CBS news under the 
integrated setup, over Church, 
whose new title is editor-in-chief 


of the news division. 

Director of special events is Bob 
Bendick, with Lee Bland as his 
assistant. Werner Michel’s new 
title is chief of the documentary 
unit. Lyman Bryson becomes head 
of the division of discussion, with 
Bob Hudson as his assistant. Red 
Barber is director of sports. 

CBS Applies D. C. Axe 
Washington, July 5. 

George Connery is out as CBS 
news editor. He is being replaced 
by Larry Haas, sent down from 
New York. Haas was in television 
news in N. Y. Haas, as was Con- 
nery, will be under Ted Koop, who 
is CBS news director in Washing- 
ton. 

‘Country Journal,” the only CBS 
sustaining farm show, is_ being 
scrapped. It originated here with 
Don Lerch as director; Virginia Ta- 


tum, as home editor. Both are 
dropped. 

This leaves “Garden Gate” as 
the only farm sustainer on the 


web. “Country Journal” was a half- 
hour Saturday show. 














JUDY CANOVA 
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“WM. H. KING 
Personal Management 
A. S. LYONS 


177 S. Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 
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on 
LATEX RUBBER 


Masks, Noses, Etc. 
Special facial features in stock and 


made to order for Stage, Screen and 
Television. 
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WRITERS! 
SAVE TIME WITH ACTUAL RF 
CORDINGS OF YOUR SCRIE 
BEFORE SUBMITTING FOR AC- 
CEPTANCE,. For further information 
call JOHN LOMBARDI at LAcka- 


wanna 4-5587 Tuesday, 
Friduy after 2 p.m. 
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ndler. Was the no-good 
Sot Shivering Sam? Was. it 
Blind John? Was it Singing 
Annie? No, it was goatee drag 
‘her, name of Pegleg. n 
moocher, 1 And 


id Davis trap him? 
eS was the only suspect who 
spoke of the corpse in the past 


tense. 


While the main stem background 


‘ ave lent the airer Runyon- 
migh wing handling stressed a 
Oe eaty sentimentality and bathos 
Peripting chopped the story into 
small bits rather than developing 
sustained scenes that add to the 
listener's sense of being present 
as a drama unfolds. The fault 
was particularly noticeable _ be- 
cause the segments were punctu- 
ated by strings and chords on the 
organ and the musical bridges 
were unoriginal, 

On the credit side was the fact 
that violence was played down, 
Davis getting mugged in a dark 
alley only once, and without too 
much fireworks. The thesping, by 
a cast which included some top 
AFRA-ites, was good. Bril. 





ADD A LINE 

With John Nelson, emcee 
producer-director: Marvin Beck 
30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 3:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

ABC, from Hollywood 

This is a combination disk 
jockey-quiz show, with an elemen- 
tarv business of adding a rhyme to 
another line as its selling point. 
John Nelson’s breezy handling, and 
a good choice of disks, makes this 
an amiable program, although the 
rhymes that are offered as audi- 
ence bait are rather silly and the 
answers pretty childish and easy 
Handsome prizes, such as_ wrist 
watches, travel cases, handbags, 
ete, cue audience interest, too. 
Prizes of contestants who miss go 
into the jackpot prize. Contestants 
are phoned to in various cities, to 
hypo program’s draw. 

Monday’s (4) preem offered such 
disks as “Now Is the Time,” 
“Some Enchanted Evening,” ‘Vel- 
vet Touch,” etc., to intrigue lis- 
teners. Rhymes had nothing to do 
with the disks. Phoned contestants 
are given 10 seconds to add a 
rhymed line to the one given, and 
in several instances missed out. 

Bron. 


THE PLEDGE 
FOR IT) 

With Quentin Reynolds, narrator; 
Francis Lafferty, Bill Griffis: 
original music, John Gart; an- 
nouncer, Roger de Koven 

Producer: Ted Hudes 

Writer-Director: Mitchell Grayson 

15 Mins.; Mon., 10:15 p.m. 

CITIZENS COMMITTEE ON DIS- 
PLACED PERSONS 

WMCA, N. Y. 


Congress’ laxity in handling the 
DP situation came in for another 
lacing via “The Pledge ‘Every- 
body’s For It),” a transcribed airer 
on WMCA, N. Y. Monday (4) spon- 
sored by the Citizens Committee 
on Displaced Persons. A compel- 
ling documentary narrated by 
Quentin Reynolds, the 15-minute 
ogy 4 the latest in a series of 
imiiar stanzas prepared by the 
CCDP to enlist public support for 
the cause. 


Reynolds graphically cited the 
confusion attending the 1948 DP. 
Act which, he Said, permitted less 

DS mg 35,000 d.p.’s to enter the U. S. 
‘ast year. Short dramatic sequences 
illustrated the disillusionment of 
“mp inmates long waiting to go to 
oe Our “broken pledge,” he 
ft Comet can be redeemed only 
- zens Passes a new bill which 

ould permit entry of 400,000 
Eo abe a four-year period with 
cane mum of red tape. House has 

roved the measure, but still 
awaits Senate oKay. 


These facts were ~_ 

: s presented 
meee, and rather than being 
iene 2 dry statements the asser- 
is “ Served to heighten the gravity 
lator uation which only our legis- 
yo S can rectify. Reynolds’ deliv- 

Y was forceful while supporting 


(EVERYBODY'S 
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“On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Friday Nite, %:30 D.S.T. 


| Mat.: LOU CLAYTON 


Every 














Reviews 


players, John Gart’s original music 
and Mitchell Grayson’s expert di- 
rection helped project the mood of 
the Ted Hudes production. On the 
whole “The Pledge” is an effective 
piece of public enlightenment. 
Gilb. 








YOUNG AMERICAN CLUB 

With Dick Perry, Bill McReynolds. 
Mel Winters, Leona Bender 

Producer: Jerry Lee 

30 Mins.: Sat. 11 a.m. 

Foremost Dairies 

WOAT, San Antonio 


A new children’s club for 
and girls between the ages of two 


and 


boys 


16 has been formed here with 


the aim to foster wholesome Amer- 
ican principles in the kids: to teach 
poise and self confidence: to build 
character, and to discover budding 
talent that might otherwise go un- 
noticed. With a format such as 
this, the sponsor is to be congratu- 
lated. The local club is the fourth 
to go on the air with a final goal 
of 32 planned by the sponsors in 
cities all over the country where 
they have plants. 

Club meetings are held each Sat- 
urday in the form of the weekly 
broadcast. There is no charge to 
the kids for membership. The only 
requirement for membership is that, 
if the child is of school age, he 
must be able to repeat the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the Flag. The 
pledge is made at the opening of 
each program. 

Each week, 
bers are heard in vocal 
at the piano or other’ various 
specialties. The youngsters are 
also participants in a quiz show in 
which none of the contestants are 
losers. The first prize is a cash 
award while the others receive 
coupons good for the sponsor's 
products. 

One of the highlights of each 
broadcast is the presentation of an 
orchid to the “Mother of the 
Week” who is selected on the ba- 


talented club mem- 


selections 


sis of the best letter written by 
club members on the subject 
“Why My Mother Is The Best In 


the World.” 

Dick Perry is m.c. for the airings. 
He has a jovial personality and 
keeps the kids entertained, at ease 
before the microphone and in gen- 
eral keeps things moving at a pret- 
ty fast pace. Bill McReynolds 1s 
the announcer for the airings and 
reads the short commercials in fine 
stvle. Leona Bender is the spon- 
sor’s representative on the airings 
and makes the various awards. She 
also reads the winning letter nam- 
ing the ‘Mother of the Week.” 

Melvin Winters supplies the mu- 
sical background for the various 
juvenile entertainers ably and well. 

Andy. 


Toledo | 

















Continued from page 31 


control panels, the microphones, 
turntables and other _ technical 
tasks. 

The programs—music, stories, 
plays, languages and social prob- 
lems—are usually 15-minute ones, 
and more than half of them are 
original, scripted by students, with 
the remainder transcribed. Station 
has pioneeyed among school radio 
systems in adaptations of well 
known works in literature and cur- 
rent novels, and after showing pub- 
lishers that it does a good job on 
their properties, has had no re- 
quests for royalties. Station’s an- 
nual budget of $20,000 does not 
permit such payments, anyway, 
said Harry D. Lamb, director of the 
radio-visual education department. 

Station has also been highly suc- 
cessful with its foreign language 
and social science programs, all of 
which supplement the teachers’ 
work, instead of substitute for it, 
Lamb pointed out. 

Station operates from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. during the school term, has 
a large studio which can accommo- 
date symphony or high school or- 
chestras, sends out mimeographed 
program schedules to classes each 
week. and boasts a large number of 
high school students who obtained 
professional jobs directly upon 
graduation. 

As for television, the station is 
more interested in getting radios 
in every classroom and becoming as 
cultural fountain for the entire 
city, offering the best in music, lit- 
erature, dramatic productions and 
lectures. Eventually, however, the 
school system would like to adopt 
the new medium, “which would be 
a natural for our setup,” according 
to Lamb. 


NARND Preps N.Y. Meet — 


Omaha, July 5. 
Arrangements Committee for 
the annual meet of the National 
Assn. of Radio News Directors has 
been named by prexy Sig Mickel- 


son, of WCCO, Minneapolis. The 
group will be headed by Jack 
Shelley, WHO, Des Moines. and 


will include Frank McCall. NBC: 
Wells Church, CBS, and Milton 
Burgh, MBS. 

The confab will be held in the 











Hotel Commodore, N. Y.. Nov. 11- 
13. according to Soren H. Munk- 
hof, of WOW. Omaha. NARND 
exec secretary 

| UHF 

mm Continued from page 33 ———8 
VHF assignments and that some 
new ones could be added 


The firm told the Commission it 
still believes that “it would be a 
serious mistake to base the revised 
allocations on utilization of a sub- 
stantial portion (such as one-half) 
of the UHF band.” Last May, in 
behalf of Helm Coal Co., of York, 
Pa., backers of WNOW, a TV ap- 
plicant, the lawyers submitted a 
proposal to supplement the present 
VHF assignments with a few UHF 
channels for use in some 30 cities. 

Reasoning was that this would 
provide a competitive video service 
where the medium will be econom- 
ically feasible during the immedi- 
ate future. They had urged that al- 
locations of “a principal portion of 
the UHF band be withheld for 
from three-five years, pending fur- 
ther experimentation.” The WNOW 
plan contended that large use of 
UHF for black-and-white TV would 
leave insufficient room for de- 
velopment of color or high defini- 
tion video. 





wow 


ummm Continued from page 29 





although her husband, Samuel Rod- 


man, owned eight. 

Morris Rodman then went be- 
fore the Un-American Activities 
Committee and filed a statement 


in which he said in part: 

“IT am not a Communist, and I 
have never been a Communist. I 
have had no connection of any sort 
with the Communist Party. I have 
never made any contributions by 
cash or by check to the Communist 


Party. or to anyone representing 
that party ... 
“Witnesses who refused to 


answer whether or not they were 
Communists on the ground that it 
might incriminate them, were then 
asked whether they owned stock 
in WQQW. The effect of unjusi 
innuendos of this kind on WQQW 
is a matter which perhaps the 
committee has failed to consider 
_.. If this committee, by its ques- 
tions, creates the unfounded suspi- 
cion that the station is in some 
way Communist-influenced, all the 


money that a lot of small people | 


have put into the company will be 
gone. 

“TI sav with all the sincerity with 
which I am capable that there is 
not a hint or trace of Red influence 
in the station. If there are any 
stockholders who are Communists 
I can assure you that they have 
not, nor are they in a position to 
influence the policy of the station 
in any way.” 

Rodman pointed out that $300,- 
000 is invested in the station by the 
stockholders, none of whom owns 
more than 50 shares. 


| 

L 
tal. there’s a third partner, Ed Voy- 
now. who is stationed in Chicago. 
Latter hasn't projected’ himself 
into the controversy, save that he, 
too. has much at stake in the event- 
ual outcome. Petry. it’s reported, 
owns most of the stock, but Chris- 
tal has much voice in the 
operation Showdown has _ been 
precipitated in a bid to determine 
the control 

















Petry 
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as 


in which personality 
rests. 
Originally the courts handed 


down a decision in favor of Chris- 


tal. Last week the decision was 
reversed on appeal in favor of 
Petry Which indicates that the 


whole thing has burst wide open 
again 


Boston-——Edmund Pilla. former 
announcer of the now defunct 
WORL. has joined the sales staff 


of WCOP, Hubs ABC outlet. ; 








CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Memphis—Matty Brescia has re- 
signed as publicity and promo- 
tion manager of WMPS, ABC out- 


let, to form his own public rela- 
tions office. 
Cincinnati — John Halloran, a 


grad of Cincinnati College of Mu- 
sic’s radio department, is a new 
continuity writer for WLW. Two of 
his cousins, Ed Byron, producer of 


“Mr. District Attorney” and othe: 
network shows, and Joe Chambers 
radio consulting engineet pre 


ceded him as staffer of the Crosley 
Slailon 


Philadelphia Military person 
nel are attending the KYW Sum 
mer Workshops for Teachers fo 
the first time. Five Marines, four 


from Fourth District headquarters, 


and one from special recruiting, 
are students in the month-long 
sessions, which began this month 


More than 40 special teachers will 
attend the workshop sessions 


Atlanta—Don Elliott has been 
named news director of WCON, 
owned and operated by Atlanta 
Constitution, replacing Lockwood 
Doty, who has gone to New York 
to join NBC as a news writer 
Elliott has been with WCON since 
it first hit the air 18 months ago 


Albany, N. Y¥.—Michael Danvla 
Jr., continuity writer at WABY 
since 1944 and one-time Troy news- 
paperman, has been appointed 
sales manager of the station. 

Fort Wayne — Tim 
news editor of WGL, 


O'Sullivan 
Fort Wayne, 


and exec secretary of the Fort 
Wayne chapter of AFRA, has re- 
signed to become night news edi- 
tor at QIBC, Indianapolis. 


Camden, N. J.—Malcolm E. Ken- 
nedy, former national radio repre- 
sentative of Forjoe & Co., has 
joined WKDN as general manager. 
He has been associated with WIP, 
Philly, and WBMS, Boston, as sta- 
tion rep 

Wichita Falls—W. P. Hood has 
been appointed v.p. and general 
manager here for KFDX in an an- 
nouncement made by Darrold A. 
Cannan, prez of Wichtex Broad- 
casting Co.. owners and operators 
of outlet Cannan also announced 
resignation of Charles E Clough 
as commercial manager. He joins 
staff of KWFT here as manager. 

St. Louis—Chester I. Thomas, 
gen. mgr. of _KXOK-KXOK-FM, 
ewned by the St. Louis Star Pub- 
lishing Co., has been elected prez 
of Transit Radio, Inc. He entered 
radio in 1931 at WLW and WSAI, 
Cincinnati, and became top man at 
KXOK in 1944. 

San Antonio — Harold Lee Pa- 
trick has joined the announcing 
staff of WOAI coming here from 
KFDA, Amarillo and KGNC, Fort 
Worth 

Fitchburg, Mass.—Ray Ovington 
has resigned his position as TV 
director of Bermingham, Castle- 
man & Pierce to accept the com- 
mercial managership of WEIM, 
basic Yankee-MBS outlet in Fitch- 
burg. 





Listen fr the words Transcribed by AMPEX™ 
after the great shows tu radio 


Top talent demands 
high fidelity equipment 


Now! New 






series 300 


MAGNETIC 
TAPE RECORDER 


Console Model 300* $1,573.75 + Portable Model 360 $1,594.41 
Rack Mounted $1,491.75: -merer pene! extre 


FOR. Factory. San Carlos, ¢ alif. 


Early in 1948 the producers of the Bing Crosby show, officials 
of the American Broadcasting Company and Ampex engineers, 
recorded the Crosby show on an Ampex 200 magnetic tape 


recorder. The show has been reproduced on the air directly 


from the tape, and has been each week since that time, 


The freedom and lack of pressure on the artists, combined 


with the quality, reliability, ease of editing and low cost of the 


Ampex recorded production, has started a steady parade of 


outstanding talent in the Ampex direction ... all asking for 


their programs to be “Ampexed.” 


Manufactured by Ampex Electric Corp.- San Caries, Calif. 
distributed by 


GRAYBAR ELECTRIC CO. inc. * SING CROSBY ENTERPRISES 


420 Lexington Ave., New York 17,N.Y. 


Offices in principal cities 


9028 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 46, Colif. 


AUDIO & VIDEO PRODUCTS CORPORATION 


1650 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
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Jocks, Juke 








Vaughn Monroe “Someday” - 
“And It Still Goes” (Victor). Two 
likely tunes. Monroe may have a 
solid hit in “Someday,” revival of 
a hillbilly in pop form. In dance 
tempo, disk sells solidly under 
Monroe’s vocalling, backed by the 
Moon Maids. Reverse is a newle, a 
ballad. it fits Monroe’s pipes nicely 
and he makes a good thing of it. 

Andrews Sisters - Russ Morgan 
“Now. Now, Now Is the Time’- 
“Oh. You Sweet One” (Decca). 
Trio and Morgan could have a big 
winner in “Now,” new pop in waltz 
tempo. Morgan gets in on the live- 
ly-faced vocal and his band skill- 
fully works the background. Fine 
jock and juke piece “Sweet One 
(“Schnitzelbank Song’) is okay, 
will get plays, but is not as good. 
Sisters also issued ‘Home Work’”’ 
and “Only for Americans,” from 
“Miss Liberty.”’ Their work on the 
first. one of the score’s most likely 
pops, is strong. It figures as a b.o. 
possibility. “Americans” is fair. 

King Cole and Trio “Who Do 
You Know in Heaven” - “Trouble 
With Me Is You” (Victor). “Who,” 
a new pop making a mark, is a 
stronger possibility via Cole’s disk 
Tune ts good, a natural for him, 
and he whips it at ballad speed 
along a hit line. Flipover, a rhythm 
piece, is fair. 


Tony Pastor “There’s Yes, Yes, 
In Your Eyes’’-“Baby Talk” (Co- 
lumbia). Pastor, always a hit threat, 
may have one in “Yes, Yes.” He 
does the corn oldie straight. in 
rhythm tempo, with the band 
chorusing and occasionally vocally 
imitating instruments. It’s a_ fine 
side for jocks and jukes. “Baby 
Talk” will be tongue-tied sales- 
wise. 

Anne Shelton “Twilight’’-‘I Get 
Sentimental Over Nothing” (Lon- 
don). London could have another 
“Again” in this “Twilight.’” It's a 
smart new ballad, and Miss Shel- 
ton, George Mitchell Choir and 


Paul Fenoulhet orchestra give it a 
winning whirl. Backing is an ex 
ceptional melody that may be held 
at the barrier by a fair vocal. Miss 
Shelton does it well 

Tommy Dorsey “Pussy Willow’’- 
“Dream of You” (Victor). If any 
band can come up with a followup 
to Les Brown’s instrumental hit, 
“I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me 
Warm,” it’s T.D. His “Pussy Wil- 
low” and recent “Continental” re- 
Jease are both strong pieces for 
jocks. “Continental” is the better 
side because it has more melodic 
character, but “Pussy” clicks, too, 
at an easy rhythm beat. It’s backed 


by a colorless pop. “Continental” | 


is coupled to a vocal by Charlie 
Shavers that’s very playable.. 

Guy Lombardo ‘Dreamy 
New 
(Decca). Two swell faces. Lom- 
bardos “Moon” side has vast pos- 
sibilities. Tune, a good new pop, 
is silkily cut with a Kenny Gard- 
ner vocal. Backing moves out a 
good version of a standard, vo- 
called by Jimmy Brown. Decca also 
issued “There’s Something About 
Paree” and “San” 


Old 


up-tempo items with 
Gardner and Trio. 
Dick Jurgens “24 Hours of Sun- 
shine’-“Who Do You Know in 
Heaven” (Columbia). Best sides 
Jurgens ever cut. For first time 
band has real disk presence. 
Hours” is strong jock and 


vocals 


by entire band, it sells 
“Heaven” is not far behind. Jimmy 


Castle and chorus do the vocal, at | 


dance beat. 

Unitones ‘‘Love Is a Beautiful 
Thing”-‘‘Send 10 Pretiy Flowers to 
My Girl in Tennessee” (London). 
Unitones always capture every- 
thing in such corn tunes as “Love.” 
And they do it here, drawing a lot 
of b.o. potential from the new pop. 
Flipover is cute in a lot of ways, 
too, but it’s not near as strong. 

Four Tunes “I’m the Guy’-"My 
Last Affair” (Victor). An excellent 

itch by the Four Tunes. “Guy” 
has a strong chance to hit hard for 
jocks and jukes. Tune is good. but 
it’s their rhythmic, Mills Bros. 1c 
like interpretation that puts the 
b.o. spin to the face. “Last Affair” 
is fair. 

Bing Crosby~ Carmen Cavallaro 
“Four Winds, Seven Seas’-“"Make 
Believe” (Decca). Decca followed 
Guy Lombardo’s “Four Winds” 
with one by Crosby. It’s not an im- 
provement. Crosby puts less on the 
disk than he had on the copy be- 
fore him. Cavallaro’s piano pro- 
vides a neat assist. With ‘Make 
Believe,” he may have something. 
Old tune sounds good, and while 
Crosby could have done better, it's 
very playable. 

Jimmy Dorsey Orch. “And It 
Still Goes’’-‘‘Fiddle Dee Dee” (Co- 
lumbia). Jimmy Dorsey's first disk 
for Columbia gives him a crack at 


By BERNIE WOODS 


England Moon’’-“Coquette” | 


by Lombardo. | 
Both are swell jock and juke fare, | 
by | 


“R46 | 
juke | 
stuff. In waltz beat and chorused | 
solidly. | 


| 


s and Disks 








a brace of new pops. With Larry 
Noble, Swantones and Helen Car- 
roll on the vocal, he gives ‘Still 
Goes” a commercial twist that can 
do all right if the tune goes. Re- 
verse isa lively, musicianly version 
of the new novelty. It bounces 
solidly. Claire Hogan vocals. 

Billy Whitlock ‘Scotch 
“Two of Irish’ (London). These 
aren't the type that become out- 
standing hits, but both are unique 
and make for good jock program- 
ming. On first, Whitlock taps out a 
lively jig on bells and on the re- 
verse tackles xylophone. They’re 
both worthwhile. 

Fred Waring ‘Younger Than 
Springtime” - “This Nearly Was 
Mine” (Decea). Jocks should find a 
lot of use for this pairing, from 
“South Pacific.” With the exception 
of the first portion of “Spring- 
time,” containing a negative solo 
by Gordon Goodman, the sides are 
| excellent. Waring’s chorus bright- 
lens the first after Goodman quits 
and Jane Wilson and the glee club 
wrap up the finely-drawn melody 
of “Mine.” 

Barclay Allen ‘Waltz’’-“Carocita” 
(Capitol). Both sides excellent jock 
and juke fare. Allen’s’ nimble 


Hot”’- 


fingers work a b.o. pattern on the 
first, Chopin’s Opus 64 No. 2 C 
Sharp Minor, slicing it solidly in 


'tango rhythm and shifting to samba 


beat. It snaps. “Carocita,” also 
samba-beat, is a strong piece of 
wax, too. 


Russ Carlyle “Roly-O-Rolling on 
| the Roller Coaster’’-““Golden Sands 
of Hawali” (Coral). Another corn- 
flaked novelty, “Roly’’ is grooved 
smartly by Carlyle’s outfit and it 
could earn a lot of plays on jock 
tables. Carlyle and the band solo 
and chorus the vocal brightly. 
Leader handles the flipover, a tune 
that can be taken or let alone. 


Platter Pointers 
Gene Krupa startles with the 
two tunes his band used on latest 
Columbia release, ‘“‘The Galloping 


Comedians,” a polka, and “Swiss 
Lullaby” . Kay Starr’s “I Wish 
1 Had a Wishbone” grows on a 
listener with every spin Sig- 


nature’s Hi-Tone label turning out 
faces well worth the 39c, such as 


The Riddlers’ “Merry Go Round Percentage over quarter, tor of the Chattanooga Symph 
Waltz.” Jimmy Saunders’ “One| Put the one disk, or rather the two No successor for his post here 
Kiss Too Manv.” Alan Dale’s| Sides, shot it up to a 55° in-, has been named although Lester 
unique duet with himself on ‘Give | crease. Salomon is in line for it. 


'Me the Moonlight” and such reis- 
sues as Johnny Long’s “Just Like 
That” and “Sweet Sue”... Marlin 
Sisters also turn a smooth “Merry 
Go Round Waltz’ (Columbia)... 
“Down By the River Side’ should 
be big for Sister Rosetta Tharpe 
(Decea) . . . Good novelty is “Pay 
the Man the Money” by Butch 
Stone (Capitol) . . . Johnston and 
Dean work a smooth “Fiddle Dee 
Dee” (London) ... Francis Craig 
trying for another “Near You” with 
“Away From You” (M-G-M) 
Ditto Jubilaires’ “Mene Mene 
Teckel,” an excellent piece (Capi- 
itol). 

Standout western, hillbilly, jazz, 
race, polka, et al: Cousin 
“Don’t Pay Me No Mind” (Hi-Tone) 


'adopted “Amusement 


'throughout the country. 


| made, 


| amusement park item. 


. Dale Evans, “Nothin’ in My | his brother Charlie 
Letter Box” (Victor); Red Foley, 
Tennessee Polka’ (Decca); Tex 


Williams, ‘“Ham’n Eggs’ (Capitol); 
Ivy Willis, “‘Hen-Pecked Papa’”’ 
(M-G-M): Jimmy Atkins, “Silver 
Dollars Tinkling Down” (Coral); 
Happy Wilson, “How Long’”’ (Dec- 
ca); Jimmy Wakely, ‘“Teliin’ My 
Troubles to My Old Guitar” (Capi- 
tol); Bob Wills, “Square Dance 
No. 3”: Johnny Bond, “‘Read It and 


Hills,” 


students. 


Weep” (Columbia); Roy Rogers 
“Home On the Range” (Victor);) — ,7 cs 
Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers, writer Joe Myrow. 


“Bop-A-Bye Baby” (Victor). 


Monroe Riders 


Gives RCA 597% 
Ride in the Sky 


RCA-Victor delivered its second- 
to music pub- 
(Tuesday) and 
the figures give an idea of the cur- 
rent condition of the disk business. 

Victor’s total disbursement was 
approximately higher than 





Mills Music publishes “Canyon.” 


of exploitation from New 


|approaches to the event 


Morse disking of “Cow Cow 


“Mrs. Monotony,” 


floor. 


quarter statement 


ee sctarday of As 
lishers yesterday was called “Mr. Monotony.” It, 


score, 


55% : 
filmusicals 
the previous quarter, but the large 
increase was due mostly to one 
recording Vaughn Monroe’s 
“Riders in the Sky” and its com- 
panion piece, “Single Saddle,” on} 
which royalties, of course, are also 
paid. 

Without “Riders,” Victor’s state- 
ment would have been up a slight 
the first 


Joe Hawthorne Named 
Dallas, July 5 


Joseph Hawthorne, 


been selected as resident 














2. RIDERS IN THE SKY (10) 


AGAIN (16) (Robbins) . 


BALI HA’I (3) (Williamson 


| 3. 
4. 
| 5. 


| 


8. “A” YOU’RE ADORABLE 


CARELESS HANDS (9) (Melro 


RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY 


HOW IT LIES (Morris) 


‘eorneen 


NEED YOU (Choice) 
SO IN LOVE (9) (T. B. Harms) 


| 
3 
: 
; 


1. SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (6) (Williamson).........-.. 


BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (7) (Melrose) 


6. I DON’T SEE ME (7) (Laurel) 


7. FOREVER AND EVER (11) (Robbins) 


9. WONDERFUL GUY (3) (Williamson) 


HUCKLEBUCK (1) (United) 


EVERYWHERE YOU GO (Lombardo) 
ROOM FULL OF ROSES (Hill & Range) 


FOUR WINDS, SEVEN SEAS (Lombardo) 


MERRY GO ROUND WALTZ (Shapiro-B) .... 
CANDY KISSES (Hif & Range) 


LOVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE ME (Miller) 


COMME CI COMME CA (Leeds) 


{Perry Como.........- Victor 

Frank Sinatra........ Columbia 

: {Vaughn Monroe....... Victor 

oc | eine seeeeeees) Burl Ives _.eewcsee Columbia 

{Gordon Jenkins....... Decca 

wTreree treet tae toe ee . o- i Vic Damone ~ cakices tercure 

{ Whiting-Mercer ...... Capitol 

CaaS Pea eine *** UShore-Clark ..........Columbia 

VP ERY “COMO sé.cscicee eas Victor 

) ‘ CEH RS Ce PEE 66 OOOH FEE HE CO E08 ’ Bing Crosby ere eee Decca 

§ Gordon Jenkins..........Decca 

J Saale aad bites ies *** Perry Come... .5ccrccces. VO 

PEetry COMO: 6:4 6080400 Victor 

Fe OR RS ees ae ay lRus3 Morgan............-.Decca 

§{ Perry Como Victor 

(20) TROUPE)... dives deieacnsass *** Tony Pastor Rolumbia 

§ Margaret Whiting Capitol 

fo eee ee ee ee \Fran Warren Victor 

{ Frank Sinatra eolumbia 

ee ee ee | Tommy Dorsey ... Victor 
Second Group 

a [Sammy EKaye....ccscess Victor 

i eee Eee ee ee 1 Mel Torme . Serer ys Capitol 

§ Guy Lombardo........ Decca 

a Nah srereeess* 1) Doris Day............Columbia 

(Sammy Baye... .cccess Victor 

Pe ORES RE eP QO ** ERCR BGQWeS.... ac aca anes SeeCc’d 

f Sammy Kaye......*%.....Victor 

Se a eg ee Se ae )}Guy Lombardo 6 500 wecea 

, , Vaughn Monroe .. Victor 

C * eeeeeee 

EE sss ceceassissnes a Phew lin ace glad dead 

§ Bing Crosby....... , Decca 

de ois : ee “bie ee) 6 eee C CETTE. 

{Kitty Kallen-......... Mercury 

pd Sb ed DdDS EMER EN SRE REO RED ***) Sammy Kaye............Victor 

{Guy Lombardo...........Decca 

retreves ee CS IGOR... cccevisss BO 

{Eddy Howard......... Mercury 

teeter eens seoeooeees* tJonnny Mercer: ..é6icss Capitol 

§ Eddy Howard .,....... Mercury 

OPRT CERES RE eee Stee 5. Se Kaye Pe <a gs Victor 

Sov eee CTT Te ee Tee ‘ Stafford-MacRae ........Capitol 

— J Bing Crosby... .cccces:: Decca 

Pe ene NE NN Ep ey "**) Dinah Shore..........Columbia 

— fo 2 ere Victor 

eg ee? cee ee, RNC. THOGINED: 66 6occisi ss. Dee 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.1] 


FEET FE ET ESE HT KEEFE FEFEFECCOOEE+EEOFECC C04 POOF 644666666644 44446464644445. 


Meantime. another Columbia western, “Untamed Breed” 
ductions, Inc.), released a couple of months ahead of “Purple Hills” 
has thematic music credited to George Duning and cue-sheet credits to 
Shapiro-Bernstein, but which the Kennys aver is too similar to “Purple 
which was copyrighted in 1947. 
is looking into it on a friendly basis, with a settlement likely, 


Guy Maier, dean of U. S. piano instructors, has recommended 
Canyon,” a keyboard instrumental, 
There's nothing strange in that, but there is in the fact that 


associate 
conductor of the Dallas Symph, has 
conduc- 


— Best Sellers on Coin-Machines..-2¢%.°1 202. 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


The National Association of Amusement Parks, Pools and Beact} 
'which has 2,500 members, including reps from Canada and London. 
Park Waltz’ as its theme song. 
' Gladys Shelley, the tune published by Roberts Music and recorded by 
|RCA Victor, is currently a natural jukebox plug in amusement 
It is also being. piped over amusement park 
| speakers and reels for installation in merry-go-rounds are now 
Miss Shelley, who is the wife of Irving Rosenthal, co-owner of 
Palisades Amusement Park, in New Jersey, is an established songsmity 
-| but. for obvious reasons, has more than casual interest in plugging the 


1es, 
Nas 


Written by 


Parks 


being 


Nick Kenny is in a friendly hassle with Columbia Pictures over “Be. 
Joe,| yond the Purple Hills,” which Gene Autry (Armand Schaefer) Prodyc- 
tions bought as a theme and also as a film title. 


Kenny wrote it with 


{ Sage Pro- 


The Columbia studio attorney 


} ; Palm 
as a practice piece for third-grade 


the piece was written by Frederic Myrow, nine-year-old son of song- 

Youngster is widely known as a pianist and com. 

poser among Hollywood songwriters, where he lives wiih his father. 
Myrow also has another son, Jeffrey, 7, who’s a competent violinist. 


Capitol Records’ seventh anniversary, Friday (1), drew an extra dose 
York and eastern disk jockeys last 
Dick Linke, Cap promotion head in the east, prepared several different 
which found favor with disk-spinners 
lined up the outstanding hits marketed by the company in each of the 
seven years of its existence, beginning with Freddie Slack-Ella Mae 
Boogie.” 


week, 


One 


originally part of “Miss Liberty,” was first writ- 
ten by Irving Berlin for Metro’s “Easter Parade” couple of years ago, 
Judy Garland sang it, but the number was left on the cutting-room 
Berlin made some slight lyric changes in it and altered its sex in 
the title for the musicomedy, now trying out. 
too, has since been cut from the legit’s 


In ‘Easter Parade” it 


Metro’s 25th anniversary (1924-1949) is a handy peg for its subsidiary 
M-G-M Records to hang an album of hits from the parent company’s 
Tagged “Silver Anniversary,” the collection has such stars 
as June Allyson, Peter Lawford, Jimmy Durante, Judy Garland, Betty 
Garrett, Kathryn Grayson, Lena Horne, Van Johnson and Gene Kelly 
warbling some of their more recent numbers. 


PALDA 1ST PHILLY FIRM 
TO PUT OUT LP DISKS 


Philadelphia, July 5 


Palda Record Co. will take 
over manufacture and handling of 
Cowboy Records and is planning 
ito put out Long-Playing records, 
| which will make it the first local 
| waxworks to enter the LP field. 
| Palda makes string-band waxings 
under that label and owns several 
other labels, including Noel, for 
Christmas music; Tower, for Irish 
'lilts and others for race, hillbilly 
|and juve material.. 

Cowboy, oldest platter plant 
here, specializes in hillbilly, west- 
ern and folk fare. James EF. Myers, 
Cowboy prez, will continue to han- 
dle artist and repertoire chores, 
|as well as supervise recording ses- 
sions. Palda plans to reissue many 
of the earlier sides. 

Terms include a guaranteed pro- 
duction on a monthly basis against 
|a royalty figure for the overall 
|Cowboy catalog. Jack Howard, 
| Cowboy v.p., will continue to han- 
‘dle the label’s promotion and ad- 
| vertising,'a'ong with Palda’s head- 
/man, Dave Miller. 
| 


| 


2 Shep Fields Aides 
Hurt in Ohio Crash 
Toledo, Juiy 5. 

Holiday traffic took its toll in 
musical instruments as well as in- 
juries to two members of Shep 
Fields’ orchestra. Sid Parker, vio 
linist, and Sal Ilardi, trumpeter, 
suffered cuts and bruises, and 
every instrument in the 14-piece 
band was damaged when their 
truck, which also contained bags- 
gage of the troupe, swerved early 
|last Saturday (2), to avoid a car 
| 10 miles southwest of Indianapolis, 
|and overturned. The band was ef 
|route from Evansville for a three 
|day stay at Centennial Terrace, 
near Toledo. 

The two members riding in the 
| truck were treated at General hos 
pital, Indianapojis, and then took 
|'a plane for Detroit, and traveled 
|by taxi the 60 miles from Detroit 
ito Toledo. The other members of 
|the band resumed their trip from 
| Indianapolis in automobiles Satur- 
| day afternoon. 
| The truck was demoli 











} 
| 


shed and 
damaged. 


every instrument in it c 
|The players were able to repalt 
most of theif instruments but 4 


set of drums was rented in 1 oledo 
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Capitol Seen Prepping Turnover 
Of Distribution to Private Outfits AFTUAN TO SWINE 


Hollywood, July 5. ¢ 

Capitol Records may be prepping 
a complete turnover of its owned 
and operated distributing points to 
privately owned organizations 
Rumor here has it that the start 
of such a move 1s behind the call- 
. a regional managers meet- 


ing of 
oe at Cap’s headquarters here this 
week. : 

Cap’s eastern head, Bill Hill: 


Ray Marchbanks, midwest; Vic 
Blanchard, south, and Paul Feath- 
erstone all have been ordered to 
Hollywood for the meeting. Nor- 
mally, Cap doesn’t hold a confab 
of regional managers here but once 
a year, usually in the fall. Hill is 
stationed in N. Y., Marchbanks in 
Chicago, Blanchard in Atlanta and 
Featherstone in San Francisco. 
Capitol and Decca are the only 
two major record firms which run 
owned and operated distributing 
points. Cap recently turned over 
its Washington, D. C., outlet to its 
Baltimore distrib, and otherwise 
has given indication of ducking out 
of that style of operation, which | 
is lucrative when record sales are 
big but a heavy drain on the ex- | 
chequer when sales are slow, as 
they are now. 
Decca, too, has been making | 
economy moves. Sometime ago it | 
did away with a group of dispersal | 
points by setting up larger cen- 
trally located stock banks which 
could fill orders just as fast. When 
it brought out Coral and the newer 
Vocalion labels, distribution was 
assigned to independent distribs. 


Cap Readies 15% 


Cut in Personnel 


Hollywood, July 5. 

Capitol Records is getting all 
set for a 15% personnel slash in 
its offices throughout the country. 
For the first time in the firm’s his- | 
tory, Cap lost coin during the last 
two months. 

Glenn Wallichs, Capitol prez, 
indicated that the major chop in | 
manpower will come in sales de- 
partments. Cap has -approximately | 
900 employees. Wallichs says 
there'll be no slashing in the rep- 
ertoire division. That department | 
recently hired two recording di- | 
rectors, Lou Bush here, and Pete 
Rugolo, in N. Y. 

Jack Devaney, national disk 
jcckey promotion head, “is being | 
let go. So is Glen Clausen, writer 
of publicity stories on Cap artists. 


DICK LINKE LEAVES 
CAPITOL, JOINS KAYE 


Dick Linke, eastern promotion 
and public relations head for Capi- 
tol Records, headquartered in New 
York, will leave that post July 15. 
He'll join Sammy Kaye in a similar 
Capacity, working in front of the 
band’s road trips, tieing up promo- 
tion connections between Kaye and 
Chrysler dealers, etc., who sponsor 
the band’s ABC network broad- 
casts five times a week (transcrip- | 
tion). 

When Linke leaves Cap, the disk 
Manufacturer, it's understood, will 
fold his office. Capitol has been 
instituting economy moves the 
Same as other recording companies 
have been doing, and Linek’s leav- 
ing to join Kaye provided the op- 
portunity to reduce that end. 


Cleve. Orch Seeks 1506 


c Cleveland, July 5. 
‘leveland Orchestra seeks $150,- 
In addition to its operating in 














— for the coming year. Last 
wad the Severance Hall group 
rh oh a maintenance fund of 
aaa and northeastern Ohio 
ae lovers responded with 
$126 000. spond i 


wen year, because of increased 
SL group is seeking $150,000.  , 





Edgewater Beach Name 
Policy in Strong Payoff 
Chicago, July 5 

Name band policy for Edgewater 
Beach hotel’s boardwalk summer 
session, iS paying off, with at- 
tendance hitting over 13,000 ad- 
missions weekly. Claude Thorn- 
hill opened Friday (1) on heels of 
Freddy Martin and will be fol- 
lowed by two-weeker featuring 
Vaughn Monroe. 

Attendance has also been main- 
tained on Tuesday, off night for 
bands, with a rhumba night con- 
sisting of lessons, contest and com- 
munity rhumba lines. Paul Shahin 
and Jack Cavan’s orch alternates 
with Betty Gray trio with Ray Mc- 
Intosh. 


Material a Factor 
In Sale Reaction 


To Victor Disks 


RCA-Victor’s 50°-off sale, which 
ended last week (30), sold huge 
amounts of inventory disks for the 
company and its distribs and deal- 
ers, but it was not a complete suc- 
cess, territory by territory. Reac- 
tion was strange, the sale piling 
up big totals in metropolitan and 
rural areas, and in many cases 
towns close to the successful ones 
didn’t do well. New York, for ex- 
ample, reacted solidly to the sale, 
but Newark’s distribs and dealers 
found a lethargic buying public. 

Circumstances, on the basis of 
distributor reports, make it fairly 
clear that in so far as record- 
buyers were concerned, the sale in- 
velved price plus material. Dealers 
who did not promote the sale heav- 
ily did little business, those that 
advertised without naming in the 
ads the material available did fair- 
ly well. But those that ran ads 
which pointed out a 50°o-off price 





'on outstanding things, such as the 


“Nutcracker Suite” and material of 
similar stature, did a_ landoffice 
business. 

In other words. the majority of 
the stuff Victor cleared off its 


| shelves, according to distribs, was 
| material widely in demand in nor- 


mal times, but which hasn't been 
selling lately due to economic con- 
ditions. The disks that moved 
slowly before still moved slowly, 
sale or no sale. 

However, Victor asserts the sale 
accomplished the purpose. which 
was to move large amounts of 78 
rpm inventory to help clear the 
way toward a quicker acceptance 


of its 45 rpm players and disks. 
Whether that was accomplished, 
since record buyers loaded with 


freshly bought 78’s aren't likely to 
immediately turn to a new type 
platter and turntable speed is any- 
body’s guess. 


Philly Songsmith’s Beef 
To Truman on Fee Hike 


Philadelphia. July 5. 

Formal protest to President Tru- 
man and to Pennsylvania congress- 
men and senators was made by the 
Songwriters Ass'n of Philadelphia 
over raising of the copyright fee 
for published songs from $2 to $4, 
and upping fees for manuscripts 
from $1 to $4 

Frank Capano. composer, 
lisher and president of the 
ciation. drafted the letter of pro 
test. Declaring the fee hike for 
unpublished is a terrible 
blow to the aspiring writers,” the 
Association protested “it creates a 
hardship that can very well dis 
courage the writing of music and 
the further development of authors 
and composers.” 

Letter urged the President and 
solons to bring back the fee for 
unpublished songs to $1. 
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BANDLEADERS SEE 














Bandleaders 
road have 


coming in off the 


noticed a very definite 
change of musical taste by hotel 
and ball room patrons Whereas 


during the past three or four vears 
the demand was mostly for ballads 
the trend at the moment is back 
toward modified bounce tempo. 
they say. Dancers still flounce off 
the floor when a fast swing num- 
ber comes up, but they ask for, and 
leaders seem to get much better 
reaction with medium rhythm ar- 
rangements. 

Maestri who have noticed the 
trend assert that the tempo that 
gets best reaction is similar to that 
used by Les Brown on his “I’ve 
Got My Love to Keep Me Warm” 
record hit (Columbia). If that’s 
true, Brown's record did to some 
extent accomplish what many 
bandsmen thought it would—re- 
activate interest in swing music. 

Bandleaders and agency men 
don’t have much hope for a return 
to prewar times. They point out 
that 


the sharp interest in 
was evidenced before the war, do 
not know how to dance in com- 
parison to 
30s. 


Hampton Mops 
Up on the Coast 
Despite Biz Slump 


Hollywood, July 5. 
Lionel Hampton drew a guaran- 
teed fiat $5.500 along with a 60° 
privilege Sunday (3) for a one- 
nighter at Oakland = auditorium. 
Oakland. Cal., has a tremendous 
population of Negroes and is a hot 





,; place for Hampton. Last year, on 


a percentage, he drew better than 
$6,000. 

Coast band biz is in something 
of a slump. but Hampton has seven 
other one-nighters in the Pacific 
Northwest scheduled plus a return 
to Oakland July 24. Guarantees 
on the northern leg of his tour 
range from $1,250 to $2.500. He 
has two stops ai Portland, Seattle 
and Vancouver. Next Sunday (10) 
he gets a flat $5.000 for a Wrigley 
field concert here which is promo- 
ted by Leon Heflin and Joe Adams, 
disk jockey. 

Starting July 27. after the sec- 
ond Oakland date, the orch will 
play the Million Dollar in down- 
town L.A Hampton pays for all 
talent on the show and splits the 
theatre's gross 50-50 trom the first 
dollar. 





Mercury-Capitol Fight 
Over Telefunken Ties 


Up to Fed. Ct. Judge 


Whether Mercury 
Records is entitled to the exclusive 
distribution rights in the western 
hemisphere to the classical catalog 
of Telefunken Records is to be de- 
Federal Judge Svyivester 


Capitol or 


cided by 


Rvan. Attorney Arthur E. Gar 
maize, repping Capitol in its suit 
against Mercury. made a motion 


last week for summary judgment. 
This move is a shortcut taken when 
no facts are in dispute other than 
a question of law It eliminates a 
trial and leaves the decision in the 
hands of the judge. 


Ryan 
the case last Wednesday ‘29). may 


who reserved decision on 


take anvwhere from three weeks to 
three months before reaching a de- 
In that time he will review 
the contracts made by both disk 
outfits If he comes out In tavor 
of Capitol then Mercury can appeal 
the ruling A reverse decision 
would still entitle the plaintiff to 
bring the case to trial. ‘ 


Cision 


highschool kids today, with- | 
out the will to learn generated by | 
bands that | 


teenagers of the late | 


RCA Decides on 49c Price For 
Cheaper Label: Revive Bluebird Tag 





Big 3 Sues Co., Claims 
Non-Payment of Music 

Big Three Music Corp 
Feist-Miller) has brought suit in 
N. Y. supreme against Na 
ational Advertising Products Corp 
claiming the latter never paid it 
for delivery of sheet music valued 
at $4.403. Plaintiff allegedly 
shipped the copies on or after Jan 
15, 1948. 

NAPC countered with a general 
denial of the allegations and asks 
dismissal of the action Suit was 
disclosed last week when Big 
Three moved to examine the de- 
fendant. Latter sought to have the 
examination vacated, asserting the 
motion was merely for the purpose 
of harassment, 


Late-July Sale For 
London Disks In 
US. Decca Deal 


London Records’ initial U. S. re- 
lease of FFRR (full frequency 
range recording) material will be 
pressed in England and is expected 
to hit U. S. sales marts by the end 
of July. London recently took 
over U. S. distribution of FFRR 
from U. S. Decca as part of a deal 
the latter made with British Decca 
under which London would be al- 
lowed to record and press in the 


Robbins- 


court 


U. S., using U. S. artists. In re- 
turn, British Decca guarantees 
U. S. Decca an annual income of 


$225,000 from the sale of U. S 
Decca disks in England, ete. 

London has been talking with 
both Columbia Records and Muzak 
about the possibility of either one 
doing the pressing here that the 
U. S. Decca arrangement now al- 
lows. Heretofore, all London disks 
have been made in England and 
shipped here. A deal with either 
manufacturer may as vet be work- 
ed out, but not in time for the 
initial FFRR release. Too, London 
is interested in maintaining the 
quality it achieves by manufactur- 
ing in England, where shellac is 
more plentiful. It is using a new 
Gion process material in the new 
FFRR sides. Initial release, in- 
cidentally, will be composed of 45 
selections, 16 of which will be 
available in the U. S. by the end 
of the month. 

All the London FFRR material 
will be cut im the 33!4 rpm Micro- 
groove Long-Playing groove devel- 
oped by Columbia Records last 
year. Move gives Col. a heavy ad- 
vantage in favor of its LP in view 
of the battle with RCA-Victor’s 45 
rpm disks. 

London also will eventually cut 
pop material in the U. S. for dis- 
tribution here. Such is the pop 
market aft the moment that the 
company is going slow on that an- 
gle, however. It has talked with 
several pop artists, but no deals 
have been made. 


Tommy Tucker Back 
To Personals as Maestro 


back to 


personals as a maestro tor the first 


Tommy Tucker will go 


time in than a vear and a 


half 


more 


He's booked into the Capitol 


theatre. N. Y.. early in August and 
mav follow that with other dates 
fucker dropped his bation late 


in the tall of 1947 because he was 


forced to spend so much time on 


the road. and retired to taking 
care of his Asbury Park, N. J 
electrical appliance store He re 
fused all dates offered until the 


Mutual network opened a spot for 
him on Thursday evenings with a 
radio version of his old stage idea 
——"“Sing For Your Supper.” 


-~+ 


RCA-Victor has made up 

mind that the low-priced record it 
as been mulling will sell at 4% 
ather than the possible 39c. being 
considered. It will be titled Blue 
bird, tag of the company’s 35c. 
disks before the war. Victor figures 
on beginning shipments of the 


cheaper sides Aug. 1, which means 


that dealers will not have them 
until Aug. 10 or 15. 
Some of the eight sides Victor 


cut recently, in preparation. tor 
the final decision on a low-priced 
platter, will have to be junked. 
Company officials feel that since 
the tunes recorded are all current 
hits, they will be slightly faded 
six weeks hence and of little sales 
value. 

Victor, incidentally, intends op 
erating its 49c. platters a bit dif- 
ferently than Decca and Columbia 
handle them. The Bluebird sides 
will be dispersed through regular 
distributor and dealer channels, 
with all the current discounts ap- 
plying. Decea distribs its Vocalion 
sides through indie handlers, and 
Columbia’s Vocalion distribution is 


done through Eli Oberstein’s 
Wright Record Co., parent of his 
Varsity (35c¢.) label. 


Of the three majors now in the 
49c. field, Victor, incidentaliv. is 
the only one using a label that 
may be known to the disk-buying 
public. Bluebird sides were anly 
discontinued about five years ago 
Decca’s Vocalion and Columbia's 
Harmony were both (discarded 
much farther back, Vocalion about 
10 or 11 years ago and Harmony 
in 1931. 


NY. Library Needs 
256 Annual Fund 


Singer Lawrence Tibbett. as mu- 
sical adviser to the N. Y. Public 
Library, is aiming at a $5.000 an- 
nual endowment from the four ma- 
jor record companies to build up 
the new diskology department at 
the 5th avenue and 42d street 
main branch. RCA is acquiescent 
if Columbia, Decea and Capitol 
come through. Plan calls for $5.- 
000 from each for five years. ‘Tib- 
bett thinks he can get the Juilliard 
School of Music to contribute 5G 
annually also. 

Right now, flocks of recordings 
have come into the Public Library 
but the material is just piling up. 
New adjunct necessitates blasting 
and building in the sub-basement- 
at least three in personnel: erec- 
tion of record listening rooms, ete. 


AL GALLICO INTO BIZ 
FOR HIMSELF AS PUB 


Al Gallico, professional manager 
of Leeds Music and its subsidiaries 
will leave that outfit Aug. 1 to go 
into business for himself. Gallico 
has secured full financial backing 








from an unidentified bandleader. 
He'll have offices in New York 
and Hollywood. 

Gallico has been with Leeds 


since 1938, with time out for Army 
service. New firm will be called 
\l Gallico Music. 





Oldies as Airline Stunt 


Kansas City. July 5 

Trans-World Airline is reviving 
hit tunes of 1929 as one of the prin- 
cipal promotion stunts in celebra- 
tion of its 20th anniversary Aiy- 
line and a jukebox company have 
dug up 282 songs popular two 
decades ago. 

These have ben 
about 100 platters, three or four 
tunes to the disk, and are being 
played continuously on jukeboxes 
in ticket offices in principal cities 
along the airline route, 
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Big Sale as Com | 
Tune Cues Mills 
Hypo of Waltz 


Mills Music is taking a rather 
unique track with its Blue Skirt 
Waltz.’ Corn-waltz tune is now a 
cheet sales hit via recordings by 
Frankie Yankovic (Columbia), 
Lawrence Duchow (Victor) and 
Sokach - Habat orchestra (Decca) 
and 16 others in that limited cate- 
” ry of sales. However, these 
fisks have created a demand 
among pop-players. As a result, 
Mills is set to start promoting the 
tune as a Pop, which means secur- 
ing new disks by pop artists. 

Decca is supposed to be cutting 
the melody with Guy Lombardo’'s 
orchestra. and others are being set 
Mills put its staff to work on 
assisting plugs. 

Action is another indication of 
the uncertainty of the music busi- 
ness at the moment. In recent 
months hillbilly, western and race 
types of songs “have become suc- 
cessful in pop grooves as they have 
in their own, which has led pub- 
lishers in many instances to pro- 
mote such tunes in both fields. 
it's rare, however, for a melody to 
be successful in one of those fields 
first and then be rerouted through 
the sale mill as a pop. 

Incidentally, Morris Music is 
starting another tune two ways. 
“Dime a Dozen,” by Cindy Walker. 
will get a coincidental plug as a 
pop and a hillbilly. Morris’ “Care- 
less Hands” was one of the first 
two-way items. 





RCA Setting Beneke 
‘Blues March’ Sequel 


Tex Beneke’s “St. Louis Blues 
March,” a sales hit for RCA-Victor 
last year, will be sequeled next 
month when RCA releases Be- 
neke’s “Blues in the Night March.” 
Both arrangements were written 
for the original Glenn Miller or- 
chestra and played by the late 
leader when he and his band rep- 
resented the U. S. Air Force. 

Of the two, “Blues in the Night 
March” was the. more’ popular 
among servicemen the band enter- 
tained in England during the war. 
Jt was recorded by Miller for V 
Discs. Beneke, who now leads what 
would have been Miller’s postwar 
outfit, recorded the arrangement 
for Victor recently. 





Empty Seats Discourage 
Artists, Philly Dell Urges 
Sharing Ticket System 


| 


Philadelphia, July 5. | 

Season ticketho!ders to Robin | 
Dell, particularly those in| 
reserved-seat sections, were | 
urged to share their tickets with 
others in the event they were un- 
able to attend a concert. | 
Although the use or 


Hood 
the 


non-use of 


the series tickets means nothing 
financially to the Dell, Fredric 
Mann, president of the outdoor 
concert series declared “empty 
seats have a discouraging effect on 
the artists.” 


POLLACK TAKES OVER 
AS MILLS PRO MGR. 


3ernie Pollack takes over as pro- 
manager of Mills 
York. Hie assumed the 


title from Sidney Mills, who had 
been overseeing Mills’ staff but is 
now too busy with administrative 
affairs. 

Mills, incidentally, is marking its 
30th anniversary in the music pub- 


fessional Music, 


in New 


lishing business. Pollack started 
with Mills at its formation. but has | 
been with other firms at various 
intervals since. 


é ‘* ‘ 
200 Fischer Employees 
Vote for IA Pic Unit 
of 1IATSE affiliated 
Picture Office Em- 
H-63 to organize the 
music publishing industry in met- 
ropolitan New York gained mo- 
mentum last week when some 200 
employes of Carl Fischer voted to 
be represented by that union. 
Election was held by the National 
Labor Relations Board and affects 
clerical, secretarial, maintenance, 
accounting, packing and shipping 
workers. 


Drive 
Motion 


the 
Home 


ployes Local 


A publisher of standard music 
for some 75 vears, the Fischer firm 
now has emplovee union represen- 
tation for the first time, according 
to Local H-63. Previously organ- 
ized by the local was the Robbins- 
Feist-Miller combo as well as the 
Musie Publishers Holding setup, 
which embraces Harms, Witmark, 


Remick, etc. Same union is also 
bargaining agent for some 1,500 
/film company and _ — Jaboratory 
workers. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


' 
Covers | 


ae — Total 
eeks Pas 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date | 
Eddy Duchin..... Waldorf (400; $2).............. 13. 2.125. 31,200 | 
Nat Brandwynne*. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)..... 10 825 9.200) 
3 Suns-Paul Sparr. Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ 2 750 2,825 | 
Ray Anthony..... Statler (450; $1.50-$2).......... 1 1.100 1,100 
Blue Barron*..... Astor (850; $1.50-$2)............ 1 3.475 3,475 


“New Yorker, ice revue, Astor. 


Bill Lawrence. 


Chicago 


Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2 min.-$1 cover). Hold- 


ing at big 2,340 covers. 
Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room 


Show and Masters popular in sweltering weather. 

Freddie Martin (Beachwalk, Edgewater; $2 adm.). 
Thornhill opened Friday (1). 
(College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min). 


Martin: Claude 
Bill Snyder 
still big. Sock 3,850 tabs. 


| 
| 


. Stevens: $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Ice 


Fine 3.900 tabs. 

Final week of 
15.000 admissions. 
“Salute” series 


Giant 


Ted Straeter (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 


cover), 


Sid Caesar garnering nifty 4.150 covers. 


Los Angeles 


on Fina (Ambassador, 900: $1.50). With Stuart Wade, Ruiz and 
»0dfrey, Annette Warren, Tune Tailors. Sixth wk. Okay 3,000 covers. 
Chuck Foster (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Fifth wk. Good 3,125 covers. 


Ted Fig Rito ‘Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Low 525 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


l 


(Chicago>} 


Cee Davidson (Chez Paree. 500: $3.50-$1 cover). 


lake here. But still fine 4,000 tabs. 


Hot weather nicked 


Teddy Phillips (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Okay 10.500 admissions. 


Trace 


Week. Nice 2,600 covers. 


rrin Tucker (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm). 


1,000 admissions. 


‘Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.) 


local fave hiked b.o. in first 


First week of Tucker. Over | 


(Los Angeles) 


ont Arnaz (Mocambo, 300; $3-$4 
vers, 
Billy 


MacDon; ciate 
Missions onald (Aragon, Santa 


Harry James (Casino Gardens, Santa Monica: 4th wk.). 


‘dmissions 
Russ 


Morgan (Palladium B., Hollywood: 4th wk.). 


min.). Second week. Solid 3,225 


Monica: Ist wk.) Fair 3,600 ad- 


Slow 3,825 


Good 10,800 ad- 


‘ 


had two tunes published by Laurel 


are “Be True’ 


Best British Sheet Sellers Col. ‘Liberty’ Disks Ma; 
baa Agree By Berlin Become Majo r Pubs bet 
Tougher With 


Wedding Lilli Marlene .B&C 
Red Roses, Blue Lady Wright 


London, June 29. : 
Collectors’ Items 


Lavender Blue Sun | Columbia Records — has made | 

12th Street Rag Chappell collectors items out of some of | sd e 

Candy Kisses Chappell |the “Miss Liberty” tunes Irving In le IS ers 
“A” You're Adorable Connelly | Berlin cut weeks ago as demon- 


stration disks. Col. backed “Il Love 


Put Shoes on. Lucy ; AY ae a ae 
. . Lucy : saat? a ‘ear x Ss sheet sales 
" Gay | You” and “Honorable Profession hough busine im sheet a 
Buy Killarney P. Maurice | of the Fourth Estate” on a 12-inch and recordings is not good, major 
ree tna : ic , ‘rs ¢ , » ge 
Faraway Places Leeds platter and sent copies to various ede cn ey bem Lah 
~ y Sh > > » CC - 

Strawberry Moon Yale people in the business as memen- ougner WHA metre 

Fasnue ; , . usar we rae ing firms. During the war, when 
rand Eve F.D.&H. toes of a rather unique occasion t] hoth sheet music 

In a Shady Nook Keith P Berlin had cut the sides at Col a _— ~~ from bot - eae at 
for the purpose of demonstrating and gongs rolled in aso 

Second 12 to record companies and _ artists, ingly, pubs didn't give much : ; 
the proper way the tunes hould hoot about the inconsistencies in 

re I Val ] | Ss 

\gain F.D.H. in es sen f royalty payments, etc., that marked 
Powder Your F ‘| ye done e transported his own ae aike® dials 
Reb ur Face Chappell piano from home to Col. studio their relations with smaller dis 
3ehind the Clouds Feldman ron ‘ n : LUI » GQIOS Grm NI ’ + re use 
I'll Alwavs Love You Clover to do the disks, singing and accom = - Now, when me erg "4 
I < af Ol > > . > < » S ¢ > 

Cuckoo Waltz Keith P panying himself oe 1c SCVCRUe possi” | oo r — 
Put ‘em 3 B nah aaa ; giving the indies short shrift. 
ts a hag a Box Pcs Which gives an idea of how im- 

: agic ‘lv ; 
Clancy Towered Boom Leeds | ROBBINS EXPANDS TO. pavicttussye cpecome, vith, the 
Clopin Clopant ne Rie indies’ methods of cutting corners. 
é mperlz . 

Riders in the Sky Morris ‘ ; Last week, for example, one of 
Echo Told Me Lie Chappell | PUB BLONDES SCORE ag ee ee meg tele — 
Brush Those Tears po gh aee o issue a license to a smallie cov- 
; Leeds | J. J. Robbins & Sons will ex- ering the recording of a tune that 











eee pand its staff to handle the score looks like a hit. The indie hasn’t 
. e of “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” been too prompt in making roy- 
Eli Danzig Takes Rap naatest dun ta Maw Watk ian tae payments, nor has it been on 
‘ : : : the level with pubs in other 
From Local 80? In fall with a score by Sammy Cahn phases. The publisher flatly told 
and Jule Styne Men will be add- the indie that (1) he didn’t want 
Hotel Caterin Snarl ed in N. Y., Chicago and Los An- the song recorded by the label 
g geles. and (2) if it was, the indie would 
New York Local 802 of the Since selling out his interest in have to forward $1,500 in advance 
American Federation of Musicians Robbins Music to the Loew's and Asainst possible royalties ane 
; ne, oe establishing his own indie publish- the per side royalty would be at 
last week barred maestro Eli Dan- ing house, Robbins has not han- the legal maximum of 2c, not the 
zig trom working any function at| dled much pop material. Cahn- lower rate some other labels re- 
the St. George hotel, Brooklyn, ! Styne score is his first important  Celve. 
for one vear. Move is the first | move in that direction. ee ee 
oa ae — —_ —_— San Antonio Series 
serious one made by 802’s govern- on hntaitie ity f 
, a, ste y ° . , . we 4 y * 
sine’ tens eel — Big 3 Consolidate The Tuesday Musial Club will 


sponsor four concerts here in 1949- 


friction among 802 
50. 


several years. 


Their N. Y. Offices 


members for 


: Big 3 publishing firms—Rob- Artists scheduled include Moura 

Local 802 cardholders who seek | bins, Miller, Feist—consolidated Lympany, pianist, Oct. 25; Sylvia 
work on jobs involving weddings, | New York offices last week in the pede Readies Rabinof joint piano- 
organizational shindigs and other | building owned by Columbia Rec-  yiolin recital. Nov. 22: Uta Graf 
functions in N. Y. hotels have long ords. It’s first time that all three soprano Feb. 14. and Robert 
objected to the practice of hotel firms have been under the same Weede. baritone. March 14. Ap- 
caterers in seeing to it that certain | roof. pearances will be at the San Pedro 


favored leaders and musicians play 


dle« , ° 
all the jobs available. It’s claimed Playhouse. 


Trio are owned by Loew's, Inc. 


‘RH’ Logging System 


Anyone who seeks an open date at Richard Himber’s new development tn logging broadcast perform 
a hotel for an affair finds it almost | ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four maior network schedules. 
impossible to bring in his own | Chey are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental; 
musicians: if he insists, quite often | 2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for 
there is no room available. | commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 riajor territories, New 
Numerous times in the past, 802 York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 
has begun a campaign to wipe out | ‘ee territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 
what’s termed the “catering evil.” | of commercial shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs. 


But until the barring of Danzig | Week of June 24 to June 30 


that leaders friendly in various 
ways with the hotel men who book | 
the shindigs are literally forced | 


upon individuals and business con- 
cerns seeking to book a ballroom. 








from the St. George nothing seri- | Songs Publishers 
ous ever occurred. | Again—*“Road House” Lie 3 bene bebe eae ee kane Robbins 
|; A Wonderful Guy—**South Pacific” ...............4-. . Williamson 

| “A”’—You're Adorable PPP eee ee rr eee Laurel 

COAST ASCAP HQ Baby, It’s Cold Outside—‘‘‘Neptune’s Daughter”....... Morris 
Bali Ha’i—*“South Pacific” ; hae rere Williamson 

MOVED TO FRISCO Banin tne Jack Pie hy cx ¢agedhghe anaes teers Marks 

Candy Kisses 7 VOUS oh Tie eee eer re Hill & Range 

Hollywood, July 5. Dreamy Old New England Moon ere Leeds 

Hollywood office, long time di- Everytime I Meet You—/;‘Beautiful Blonde Bashful Bend” Feist 
visional headquarters of ASCAP,| Everywhere You Go ...............-.5.0055 Lombardo 
has been reduced to a district of- Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue OR wie 86 aes Ke ae, Ie Feist 
fice under jurisdiction of Harry Girl From Jones Beach—‘"Girl From Jones Beach”. . Harms 
Levinson, manager of the Frisco Havin’ a Wonderful Wish—i“Sorrowful Jones” ..... Paramount 
operation. David Tytherleigh, | How It Lies ve ers TET Cee rl eT. Perr Cae Morris 
Hollvwood manager, will have I Don’t See Me In Your Eyes Anymore ................ Laurel 
three field reps on his staff. EGO Ome rtime AGO .g 6 isdc icc kob ie ee twna sees oes Republic 
Larrv Shea. recently resigned ge nee eee rer ere eer ri ered Pere Peer 
my * gid i shi a BEM DE TUIOEG, 5 5n 5s 4d 5.509000 00D eRe Oboe sabes Advance: q 

as division head, o eee Cae Oe Mentiiel GMOS. .6sk6 dc cases sawedeesa poeddeec<, Porgie 
project of his own. FSO REE ECR TS TOOT Ce Oe ee Oxtord 
Merry GO ROUNG WOME 2... cic eewirdeowsaran correc ous Shapira 

oa . ie My One & Only Highland Fling—?*Barkleys of Broadway”. H. Warren 
\ Irginia Davis Joining Riders in the Sky... Ro poias nena vp ae Morris 
‘World Citizen’ Brother So In Love—*"Kiss Me Kate”........0.. 0.06.0 ..0005. T. B. Harms 
BOmeGGay YOU T! Want Be 2 oe mk. 50st se apaapekes ivan Duchess 


Virginia Davis. songstress-daugh- Williamson 


Some Enchanted Evening—*‘South Pacific” 





ter of bandleader Meyer Davis, ee ee err ares eee ark oer ee Southern 
flew to Europe to catch up with There’s Yes Yes In Your Eyes ..........ceccecceccecce. Witmark 
her mother and uncle, maestro Wedding Day Famous 
Pierre Monteaux, and to join her who Do You Know In Heaven Robbins 
“world citizen ‘-brother Garry alienated 
Davis. in Paris. She goes to the The remaining 20 songs, based on Richard Himber’s new development 
Salzburg festival, Germany, Aus-  ;,, logging broadcast performances. 
tria, the Lowlands and, of course, 4 Chapter In My Life Called Mary Rigs Shapiro 
Paris. Always True to You In My Fashion—*‘‘Kiss Me Kate” T. B. Harms 
Miss Davis reports that Garry, Beautiful Blonde Bashful Bend—/‘“Beautiful Blonde”. Miller 
ex-flyer and Broadway musicomedy Careless Hands Melrose 
dancer, “has quite a going busi- | Coca Roca ........... 00... .ccccccnccccceeceens United ; 
ness” in his International Registry Comme Ci Comme Ca Leeds 
for World Citizens. “with funds Cruising Down the River elt ers Spitzer 
coming from all corners of the Every Night Is Saturday Night .....................--05.. B.M.TI. 
globe.” glan, o. se huh eens Seu nN ed bth bbtedas scene Robbins 
| UR EER OMNES 05 nen 'g. 5:84 90. Sse AE Rend. gw & eee ae Kenmore 
; ; ee SO EOE . 6. ceeded ees aeeke bbaenese an Sz 
Dot Stewart's Pair Hucklebuck Tit eehnawknkkee eseb United 
Dorothy Stewart, American rep I Didn't Know the Gun Was Loaded Lewis 
for the J. C. Williamson-Tait the- lll String Along With You Witmark 
atre circuit in Australia, has just Just One Way To Say I Love You—**Miss Liberty” Berlin 


Look For the Silver Lining— 


*“Look For the Silver Lining’.T. B. Harms 


Music. N. Y. Miss Stewart has been Now Now Is the Time ........................ , Fremart 
writing songs for some time, being Put Your Shoes On Lucy......................, Bourne 
co-writer of last year’s “Now Is Someone To Love + Rb Kine ear ee oie sees Warren Pub. 
the Hour.” Her two new numbers You're So Understanding Peet tere ree Tree Barron-Pemora 


| + Filmusical. 


and “‘Give Me Your 


Hand.” * Legit Musical. 





42 


nent ts SIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 6, 1949 





OHIO GROCERY CHAIN IN. 
SELF-SERVICE DISK SALE 


Cincinnati, July 5. 

An experiment involving the 
self-service sale of low-priced rec- 
ords in supermarkets is currently 
underway in 72 Alber chain gro- 
cery stores throughout Ohio. The 
disks are priced at 39c. and two 
for 75c. Capri, a new outfit recent- 
ly formed here by Mike Rawley 
and Bill Palazzollo, is distributing 
the platters. Rawley is former Ohio 
distributor for M-G-M Records. 

Bud Brees, former vocalist for 
Art Mooney, recorded 10 sides for 
the new outfit last week. The com- 
pany had 15,000 waxings made, and 
if the sale of these is successful 
they intend to branch out to other 
supermarkets and drugstore chains 
throughout the country. Each chain 


that puts the records on sale has 
its own name on the label. 

Of the 10 tunes recorded by 
Brees three are from “South Pa- 
cific’ and one is from “Miss Lib- 
erty.” “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” 
was also recorded, and “Holiday,” 
a new tune, was waxed for the 
first time. The remaining four 
numbers are standards. Accom- 
panying Brees on one of the plat- 
ters is Charlotte Scott, and backing 
for the songs is supplied by the 
orchestras of Joe Leahy and Ned 


Harvey. 


Racine ‘Middle Bay! 
Music Paying Off Big 


Romberg, pioneering 
through America’s concert circuit 
with what he calls “middle-brow 
music,” racked up the phenomenal 
gross of $2,420,000 in 567 concerts 
dating from January, 1943, to May 
4, 1949. Romberg’s share of the 
take totalled $1,454,000. Over the 
six-year period his lowest gross 
was in Middleton, O., on Feb. 4, 
1943, which. after a short-notice 
booking, earned him only $420. 
Aiming at 


Sigmund 


in between the hepcat 


and longhair markets, Romberg 
hit the road during the war with 
concert programs devoted largely 
to the music of Jerome Kern, 
George Gershwin, Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein, Cole Porter as well as 
Johann Strauss, Franz Lehar and 
Rudolf Friml plus his self-written 


compositions. Conducting his own 
concert orchestra, Romberg also 
featured solo vocalists, including 
the Met Opera star, Jarmila 
Novotna. Harry D. Squires han- 
dled his tour. 


Holiday Records Co. Inc., char- 
tered to conduct a recor ding busi- 
ness, and Holiday Record Distri- 
butors Inc. chartered to carry on 
business, with the same directors 
and with a capital stock of 200 
shares, no par value, for each. 
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RODGERS-HAMMERSTEIN 


New Haven, July 5. 
The 1949 series of New 


| 
} 


Haven 
pop concerts got off with a Wallo 
last week (28) when 14,500 ne, 
ple crowded the Carroll C. Hincks 
music shell at Yale bow! and ie 
other 3,000 were turned away, 
Scale was 60c. general admish. 


$1.20 reserved. 

Programmed as “Rodgers 
Hammerstein Night.” 
themselves appeared, and Rodger 
conducted a portion of the ehhaae 

A two-hour bill that featured 
R&H tunes exclusively 


and 
Songsmiths 


K e drew fron 
Allegro, “Carousel,” “South 
Pacific,” “State Fair” and “Okla. 


homa!” orchestral materia] for the 
New Haven symph orch, with Har- 
ry Berman conducting, 
Selections for guest 
Ross, Martha Wright, 
don, Jeanne Grant. 
port was added by the local tele. 
phone company glee and choral 
clubs of more than 100 me mbers. 
Series is a civic project Spon- 
sored by the New Haven junior 
chamber of commerce. Richard e 
Lee is emcee. , 


and vocal] 


Stars Lanny 
Hayes Gor- 
Chor al Sup- 


Gisele Clerk Sets Own 
Firms to Push Songs 


Brushed off by recognized pub- 
lishers, Greenwich Village grocery 
clerk Alexander Anagnos seized 


the bull by the horns to promote 
his self-written tunes. Tyro song- 
writer set up his own pub and re- 
cording companies, then hired 4 
band to cut his “An Onion and 
+éeu,”’ 

Anagnos, who works for his 
father, planted the disks in jukes 
of neighboring taverns and also 
ballyed “Onion” via a sandwich- 
man who tramped Tin Pan Alley, 
tle claims to have sold 300 records, 
covering 25% of his investment. 
Another deal with his father gives 
a customer a sheet music copy free 
for every pound of onions bought. 





Vancouver Concert Series 

Vancouver, 
names have 
nounced so far for 
Greater Artists Series by Hilker 
\ttractions. Top for series is 
$31.40 with minimum of $13.60, 
tax included, 

Names include 
Artur Rubinstein, and Marian 
Anderson. All events will be 
presented at the remodelled Audi- 
toriuth. 


July 5 
been an- 
its 1949-50 


Twelve 


Jascha Heifetz, 








LAUREL MUSIC — 
1619 Broadway 


New 
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sellers, based on reports ob- % vi r c 7 a | Sn | 
tained from leading stores in b | -|§ {0} oS) 7 a ~|S @. Pp | > 
12 cities and showing com- = | Sin isis c E 21% = | S| 5 T 
parative sales rating for this sielalisi¢ia2le wi SE EHO oO 
and last week. ob igi i\Sial#isi¥*¥leliele T 
v SElalimHil|MialMi £/] &] @ ° = 
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S| | 5 | oO} | r ! zB | y ri 1 €- L 
e =, = 7 : 2 
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Rating = || 3] 5 sialigaiaiol se! Bl I oO 
July 2 SLE) Li /EElES i bid]: 
~"laele/si/e &/e/ Si sli<ie/S] Nn 
This Last Flies liea l/e2imisgis!3|siaelsis T 
= ve - = ws = < 
wk. wk. Artist, Label. Title ZioliSisli@#islalidsizial=eliad!s 
~,s WAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
1 1 “Riders in the Sky” . 1 2 =  s _ 2 I 1 7 = me... 96 
mn ~ PERRY COMO (Victor) aiid 
2 2 “Some Enchanted Evening” 4 2 ] 3 . - © 2. ae ees 5 = 79 
~~ GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
3 Z “Again” oS 5 2 4 2 2 2 58 
M. WHITING-J. MERCER (Cap) 
4 3 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside”... - 5 8 4 #7 Se ewe | 
—_ PERRY COMO (Victor) 
5 4 “Bali Ha’i”’ sf — 4 3... ; 6 24 
1. ~ MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) 
6A 6 “A Wonderful Guy” oe 9 7 , 8 4 = i 20 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
6B 13 “Bali Ha’i” 7 ' 3 5 eee ae ee 
i BING CROSBY (Decca) 
‘?: a | “Some Enchanted Evening” i 8 _ i 2. : 5 x , 13 
. D. SHORE-B. CLARK (Cu.umbia) 
7B 12 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” teanses oe BA ae ee ee oe 8 l is 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) 
8 8 “Forever and Ever” nea seee .. 10 9 rf 9 . _6 8 17 
MEL TORME (Capitol) 
9 14 “Again” see eeeee 4 2 _; 7 16 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
10 9 “Room Full of Roses” - 6. ee ee ee te te te _ ; 15 
J. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) 
11 12 “*A’_You’re Adorable” yg 7 6. _ a ; 11 
JENKINS-STARDUSTERS (D) 
IZA 5 “I Don’t See Me in Your Eyes”. . 3 ; __10 ae _ 9 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
12B 13 “You’re Breaking My Heart” 4 . 2. os vs ee 9 
AL MORGAN (Universal) 
3A “Jealous Heart” : _ tte te 8 
FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) 
13B 10 “The Huckiebuck” _ 6 3 te te ee 8 
~ MEL TORME (Capitol 
13C “Four Winds and Seven Seas’ wee 10 a. aa _ _6 8 
~ GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
13D “Forever and Ever” - 3s... ' te te te 8 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
13E 12 “Bali Ha’i”’ z r _ 3 ote te 7 a 8 
TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) 
13F 13 “The Hucklebuck” 8 6 «.. . 7 3 
EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) 
13G “Be Goody Good to Me” ae _. ain 
FRANKIE YANKOVIC (C peers PY 
Ion is “Blue Skirt Waltz”. a 7 3 8 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
131 “Room Full of Roses” ~a et S 
1 2 3 4 5 
FIVE TO Pp SOUTH PACIFIC KISS ME, KATE MANHATTAN SUPPER CLUB CONNECTICUT 
TOWER FAVORITES YANKEE 
A L B U M S Groadway Cast Broadway Cast Gordon Jenkins Perry .omo Bing Crosby 
Columbia | Columbia Decca Victor Decca 
i 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
Pee ee eee eee oer 5 215 Or 5s 3 34 
a PEL RCT ere 8 Se) ED -. 9 036006 20 dens e0 aba » a 9 
Capitol 6 BOG | WMIVOTEAL 2. ce sccsicnecceeses 1 8 
\ 
Tops of the Tops 0 th J h 
Retail Disk Selter ii e D eal 
“Riders in the Sky” | 
Retail Sheet Music Seller New York rad — in Paramount's “Where | 
“Some Enchanted Evening Sydney Kornheiser to Coast to- an ty ga ek] geil 
“Most Requested” Disk morrow (Thursday) for brief visit \Weeker ‘at. th ‘ee h. . 
“Riders in the Sky” | on Edwin H. Morris affairs Aug. 30 eel a son ae 
; $ r » > j ¢ > . 5: + 4 . ‘ Vy as 
Seller on Coin Machines | Glenn Allen Co., Memphis, added sole selling, promotion rights to 
“Some Enchanted Evening to Decca’s Coral distributor list “Mighty Lak a Rose” 1 “Waters 
‘Jimmy Atkins joined Coral label + she lie ~~. om aters 


Best British Seller 
“Wedding of Lilli Marlene” 














To All Vocalists: 


“The perfect answer to your old and troublesome problem." 
“SONG KEYS" instantly gives you your correct vocal key for more than 
trouble and embarrassment! 


3,500 favorite 


now! 


songs! Save time, 


Sturdily bound, pocket-size copy of "SONG KEYS" $1.00. 


—_— &@© — 


"SONG KEYS BULLETIN," published twice monthly to keep our 


The 


subscribers up to the minate on new releases. 


we proudly introduce 
“SONG KEYS” 


Ye 


issues) “SONG KEYS BULLETIN” $1.00. 
ae 


Send cash, money order or postal note (no checks). 


“SONG KEYS," P. O. Box 311-V, Beverly Hills, Catif. 





Lorry 


Aragon 


arly subscription (24 cal 


ballroom, 
. Carlos Molina orch doing musi- | 
short at 


Lee Crane replaces Henry Jer- 
ome at Edison hotel, 
Raine 
sides in Detroit, 


Friday (8) 
cutting eight new 


with Eddie Ballan- 


tine orchestra backing; singer 
makes records under own Ameri- 


can Federation of Musicians license 
and new ones will be all originals 


under Publicity label Eli Ober- 
stein back in N. Y. after 10-day rest 
A copy of at Hollywood home. 
Order 
Hollywood 
Billy MacDonald’s band replac- 
ing Paul Neighbors orch at the 


Santa Monica} 


Universal-Interna- 


tional... Jack Fina band, winding 
up a six-week “Salute to Gersh- 
Win” stand at the Cocoanut Grove, 
booked for a month at the Wal- 
dori-Astoria, starting Sept. 1. 

: Bob Hope will sing “Home 
Cookin’,” by Jay Livingston and ' 


of Minnetonka.” Theodore Pres- 


ser, Philly publisher, who owns 
copyrights, and Leeds will share 
future profits 50-50 . Merry 
Macs opened at the Cocoanut 
Grove Tuesday (5) 
Sammy Cahn writing “Carlotta.” 
special number for Claire Trevor 
to warble in Republic’s “Border- 
line”’ . Mills Music will publish 
several tunes from “Sugar Hill,’ 


colored musical which opens here 
July 12. Among tunes are “You 
Can't Lose a Broken Heart.” 
“Keep “Em Guessing.” “My Sweet 
Hunk of Trash” and “Il Don’t Want 
Any Labor on My Job” Dennis 
Morgan will be soloist with a glee 
club group he’s organizing to make 
two albums for Columbia Milt 


Stavin here to take over local of- 
fice of Pemora Music 
Lena Horne goes into Sahali’s 


State Line Country 


Club at Lake 
Tahoe on July 11 . 


. Cass County 


(Continued on page 44) 





Made from your negative or photo 
Unsurpassed in quality at any price 
NO NEGATIVE CHARGE—NO EXTRAS 
24-HOUR SERVICE ON REQUES! 
8x10's: $7.99 per 100; $55 per 1009 


Fan Mail Photos (5°x7") $36 per 1000 - Postcards $23 per 1000 


Mounted Enlargements (30x40. $3.85 
(No Negative Charge on 2 or more) 
Made by J. J. Kriegsmann, The Man Whose 
a Grace “-" $ Covers 


1a 7.0233 


m/s 165 West dsth St id 
PI OPYTART. New York 19, N 











BOURNE, 


Inc. <¢ 


NIGHT DRAWS 14.500. 
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: $6000 on SONGWRITER FAME 













red q 
‘om : 
uth 3 
kla- i ; 
the : 
far- 
Cal 
nny i 
70r- : 
Up- i 
ele. ; 
TO NEW MELODIES BY — 
am 
lior 3 
| THESE TOP COMPOSERS 
; 
gs 4 
ub- 
red | 
ote 
ng- 
re- co-composer of ‘That Old Black Magic'’. . .‘‘Blues in the Night’ 
fi 
| JIMMY McHUGH 
his  § 
soe c<o-composer of ‘‘i’m in the Mood for Love’’. . .‘‘Don't Blame Me’ 
11SO 
ch- 
ley 
2 ISHAM JONES 
ste co-composer of ‘‘I'll See You in My Dreams’’. . .‘’It Had to Be You'’ 
. RAY NOBLE 
. co-composer of ‘‘The Very Thought of You'’. . .‘‘Goodnight, Sweetheart’® 
250 
: LIVINGSTON & EVANS 
60, composers of ‘‘To Each His Own"’.. .‘'Buttons and Bows" 
etz, 
‘lan 
: PAUL WESTON 
all co-composer of ‘‘I Should Care’’...‘‘Day by Day" 
—, q 
THINK OF IT! - 
YOU...writing the words to the melodies of internationally famous com- We He; } e 
, ees ear the music... 
posers who have made many thousands of dollars with their music. Before 
Here’s what you may win: For each winning lyric, you will be offered a cel your official *‘ Songs 
regular songwriter contract (SPA form) —and $1000 cash advance against 4 ‘ 
contract royalties. (Winning songs will be recorded by famed Capitol test Without Words’ contest 
artists and sold nationally!) You stand to make many times more than Con 
$1000, if the songs become hits. (Remember, it’s possible for you to win Like entry blanks today, at. 
_. more than one prize...even all six!) ; . | 
PLUS the fact that as a co-writer with one of America’s greatest popular this! your favorite record store. 
‘ - composers you'll have made a big step to fame and fortune in a business 
_», Where the rewards are great. 
4, el 
i DO THIS... NOW! 4 





@ Capitol’s new ‘Songs Without Words’’ album and Official Entry Blanks are available 
| July 1, 1949, at your nearest record dealer. ATTENTION ’ 
@ Write your own original lyrics to the melodies. All six are simple, singable tunes ’ 
composed especially for this contest by the famous songwriters listed. 
@ Write lyrics for only one, or for all six songs. Each lyric will be judged on its 
ladiuhieed exacite. America’s largest record producers—should not 
@ Be sure to submit each song-entry on o separate official ‘‘Songs Without Words” 
contest? entry blank. 


@ All entries will be judged by the Contest Division of Reuben H. Donnelly Corp. in to make you “a songwriter overnight.’ Capitol 
cooperation with the composers of the six melodies and fwo top lyric writers. ‘ . Pp 


This contest—sponsored by CAPITOL, one of 
be confused with the dozens of “school offers” 


expects to uncover new talent. Remember, it 
DON'T PUT IT OFF. GET STARTED TODAY. You have as 

good a chance as anyone fo win this contest witha .@ 
future! For full details get your Official Entry Blank! 


costs you nothing to enter! 





EG GS PAT OFF 
» See Your 
FIRST WITH THE HITS FROM HOLLYWOOD HOLLYWOOD Record Dealer Today! 
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Compiled for 


VARIETY 


By JULIUS MATTFELD 


(Copyright, Variety inc 
Legends and other basic background in 
ond presentation, appeared in the Oct 
Cavalcade started publication serially 
clipped and filed for future reference. 
Attention is hereby called to the fact that 
be reproduced either wholly or in part. 
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1917—Co 

We're Going Over. v m., An- 

drew B. Sterling, Bernie Grossman 

and Arthur Lange. The Joe Morris 
Music Co., cop. 1917 

We'll Knock he Heligo-Into 


Heligo-Out of Heligoltand! w., John 
O’Brien. m Theodore F. Morse 
Leo Feist. Inc., cop. 1917 

When Shall I Again See Ireland 
(Eileen). w Henry Blossom. m 
Victor Herbert VI Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1917 

When the Boys Come Home. w., 
John Hay. m., Oley Speaks. G. 
Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1917 

When Yankee Doodle 
Parlez Vous Francais. w 
Hart. m., Ed. Nelson. A. J. 
Music Co., cop. 1917 

Where Do We Go from Here? w., 
m Howard Johnson and Percy 
Wenrich. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1917. 

Where the Black-Eyed Susans 
Grow (Robinson Crusoe, Jr). w., 
Dave Radford m Riéehard \ 
Whiting. Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
cop. 1917 

Where 
Grow. \ 
Eean m 
Jerome H 
1917 

The White 
m., Charles Tomlinson 
Schirmer, cop. 1917. 

Whose Little Heart Are You 
Breaking Now? w., m.. Irving Ber- 
lin. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. 1917 

Will You temember (Sweet- 
heart) (Maytime). w., Rida Johnson 
Young. m., Sigmund Romberg. G 
Schirmer. Inc., cop. 1917. 

On February 3, the U. S. broke 
off diplomatic relations with Ger- 
many, and on April 6 declared war 


Learns to 
William 
Stasn 5 


the Morning Glories 
Gus Kahn and Raymond 
Richard A. Whiting. 
Remick & Co., cop. 


solo. 


G 


Piano 
Griftes. 


Peacock. 


on that nation. In June the first 
American troops landed in France, 
by October they were in action, 
and at the end of the year the 


L.S. also declared war on Austria. 

The Liberty Loan and War Sav- 
ings Certificates drives swung into 
action 

“Meatless,” “wheatless,” “fuel- 
less” days were proclaimed every- 
where to conserve food and fuel 
for the army. 

Cotton went to 27¢ a pound on 
the New York Exchange and wheat 





A NEW JIMMY McHUGH 
STANDARD 


IT’S A MOST 
UNUSUAL 
DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
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TO LIVE 


auins 


Columbia 











IDON'T SEE ME 
IN YOUR EYES 
ANYMORE 


“LAUREL MUSIC CO., 








1619 Broadway, New York 
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All Rights Reserved) 
formation, attendant to the compilation 
6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 
is suggested thot these installments be 


this material is copyrighted and may not 


ntinued 
cracked the $2-a-bushel mark on 
the Chicago Board of Trade 

The 18th (prohibition) amend- 
ment was sent out to the states io! 
ratification 

The International Association ol 


founded 

became the first 
when the people 
of Texas elected her to the gub- 
ernatorial chair following the re- 
moval of her husband, James Fer- 
euson 

The U.S. annexed the Danish 
West Indies (Virgin Islands), pay- 
ing $25,000,000 for the 133 square 
miles of territory 

Extreme 
feminine vogue 

Entertainment 
hard hit by the wat 
fered because ol 
One show—‘Gypsy Trail’—put a 
$1.50 top on the house to draw 
customers. Jane Cowl was playing 
“Lilac Time.” 

In vaudeville Lou Holtz ap- 
peared with a blackface act. Mean- 
time, Blossom Seeley, Benny 
Fields and Benny Davis had an act 
called “Seeley’s Syncopated Stu- 
dio Another vaudeville name of 
the year was Barbara La Marr 
later in films.) 

The picture business continued 
to grow. Douglas Fairbanks was 
starred in ‘A Modern Musketeer.” 
Ince Productions now had a roster 
including William S. Hart, Dorothy 
Dalton, Charles Ray and Enid Ben- 


Lions Clubs was 
Via’ Ferguson 
woman governol 


sailor hats were the 
enterprises were 
The stage suf- 


the war taxes. 


nett. Other film names of the year 
included William Desmond, Polly 
Moran (‘in Mack Sennett come- 
dies). Fatty Arbuckle, Mae Murray 


Harry Carey and Mary Garden (in 
the Goldwyn film “Thais” 


That the war was taking the 
edge off pre-war gayety, and pro- 
ducing some very sobering effects 
on night life, is evident from the 


following VARIETY comment at this 
time: “The greatest change in New 
York cabarets is the disappearance 
of the moral lepers of both sexes 
from the floors. They played them- 
selves dry, and ‘sharpshooters’ are 
more of a rarity nowadays than 
they tormerly were perpetual nui- 
sances.” 


1918 


After You've Gone. w.. 
Creamer and Turner 


m.. Henry 
Layton. 


Broadway Musie Corp., cop. 1918. 

Bagdad (Sinbad). w.. Harold At- 
teridge. m.. Al Jolson. G. Schir- 
mer, Inc., cop. 1918. 


Beautiful Ohio. w.. Ballard Mac- Boy.” w 


Donald. m., Mary Earl [pseud. of 
Robert A. King]. Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co., Inc., cop. 1918. 

Bing! Bang! Bing ’Em on _ the 
Rhine. w., m., Jack Mahoney and 
Allan Flynn. Jerome H. Remick & 
Co.. cop. 1918 


Come on, Papa. w., m., Edgar 
Leslie and Harry Ruby. Waterson, 
Berlin & Snyder Co.. cop. 1918. 


The Daughter of Rosie O’Grady. 


w.. Monty C. Brice. m., Walter 
Donaldson. M. Witmark & Sons, 
cop. 1918 


Dear Little Boy of Mine. w.. J. 
Keirn Brennan. m.. Ernest R. Ball. 
M. Witmark & Sons. cop. 1918. 

Dear Old Pal of Mine. w. Harold 


Robe. m., Lieut. Gitz Rice. G 
Ricordi & Co., cop. 1918. 

Everything Is Peaches Down in 
Georgia. w.. Grant Clarke. m., Mil- 
ton Ager and George W. Meyer 
Leo Feist. Inc., cep. 1918. 


Good Morning, Mr. Zip-Zip-Zip! 


w.. m., Robert Lloyd. Leo Feist 
Inc., cop. 1918 

Hello, Central! Give Me No 
Man's Land (introduced in: Sin- 
bad). w.. Sam M. Lewis and Joe 
Young. mn... Jean Schwartz. Water- 
son, Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 
1918 

Hinky-Dinky Parlez-vous — also 


known as: Mad’moiselle from Arm 


entieres. World War song. w.. m 
anon. 11918? 
Hindustan. w.. m.. Oliver G. Wal- 


lace and Harold Weeks 
Forster Music Publisher, Inec., cop 
1918 Melody Shop: assigned 1918 
to Forster Music Publisher. Ine 
How'd You Like to Be My Daddy? 


Chicago: 


(Sinbad). \ Sam M. Lewis and 
Joe Young. m.. Ted Snyder. Water- 
son. Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 
1918 

I'm Always Chasing Rainbows 
(Oh Look!) w.. Joseph McCarthy. 
m.. Harry Carroll, McCarthy & 
Fisher Inc., cop. 1918. 


ee 
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Survey of retail sheet music an é6is . l 6 
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and showing comparative sales c mp ees w e/alsi\s . 
rating for this and last week. pis) %lo!| eg elSizlevisizio 
=i ei 2'(Si/sli#ielSsitie|s| 3 
— 2 = =. QO © = e |< £ f 
ae : mee 2. » | 2) & is ; 
a phy - > bs ° - Ou a Prod — Tr ~ & 
Week Ending [2 eieizitigisléliisié 
N; , . -s re > ep 2 paw) a by ‘= on my P 
National “ Ol = a ; rs ele |=/s 5s |S 4 
ating el siglmt Sl elealeiSj ei ale] 
Rating J u ] V ya | s Rigi < = x & | a | & siol i 
ws wl © = Sales a y wa = 4 a 
I his Last = R. te 7 — - — > pe — = - | - 
: ‘itle > isher = = 3 = = = = jm | S| | = > | 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher - 5 Ss Ps - L. £ 3s y Cy = & 
1 1 “Enchanted Evening” (W’mson) l 3 1 I 2 1 5 1 1 > 99 
2 2 “Riders in the Sky” (Morris) S. oe ee I 27 eae 3 I 4 96 
3 3 “Forever and Ever” (Robbins) 2 l 5 4 6 ; 10 ; 4 ; 5 2 ) | 76 
4 4 “Again” (Robbins 6 4 3 s &€& 39 2428t8+W 2 8 
5 7 “Bali Ha’i” (Williamson) 3 ees 2. © 4G S$ @ 
6 5  “*A’—You’re Adorable” (Laurel) 10 +) 9 D + 7 = ¥ 6 . A 7 7 45 
7 6 “Cruising Down River” (Spitzer) - 7 8 7 9 7 8 9 26 
8 9 “Wonderful Guy” (Williamson) 9 9 10 9 6 5 5 - ¥. 5 10 35 
9 8 “I Don’t See Me” (Laurel) 3 8 6 10 8 4 LO 6 9 31 
10 11 “It’s Cold Outside” (Melrose) 6 10 7 9 ; _ 8 6 20 
11 10 “Careless Hands” (Melros?) . 7 8 8 #10 a 1] 
12 13 “Everywhere You Go” (Lombardo) 6 ms 6 10 
IZA 12 “Kiss Me Sweet” (Advanced) i0 8 ee 8 7 
1I3B 13 “Breaking My Heart” (Algonquin) 4 7 
Pe Genne Pin My Rests ee... ————— —— 
Girl I Left Behind. w., m., Irving ] 
Berlin. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder }} 
Co., cop. 1918 i e p a | 
m., N. J. Clesi. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. ff F 
; : ——___ ______________ Cont od fr : 42 = —— 
I’m Sorry I Made You Cry. w., re i ce 
1918 Boys holding their first waxing June 30 Korny Klowns into 
I Found the End of the Rainbow. session for Decca under 12-sides- Buster’s Club, Orange, Tex. . 
w.. m., John Mears, Harry Tierney per-year deal First two, for im- Gordon Dudero has taken his 
and Joseph McCarthy. McCarthy & mediate release, are “Room Full combo to the Wort hotel, Jackson 
Fisher, Inc., cop. 1918. of Roses” and “Wedding Day.’ Wyo., for summer season ... Don 
V’ll Say She Does (Sinbad). w, Both are cut straight, non-west- | Tiff orch in its 10th month at the 
- Bud "Dalieten Ta. his ‘ana | e™ Marion Colby doing a Stork Club, Omaha Joshua 
Al Jolson tie HH Si caskade & musical short at Universal-Inter- | Johnson in 12th week at the Town 
C on 1918 national, second in a series to be’! House, Springfield, Mo Joe 
sec P ; E 5 y - released this fall while she’s at Vera orch opens in El Casbah 
id Like to See the Kaiser With the Copa with Jimmy Durante. July 1, replacing the Jack Nye 
a Lily in His Hand (Doing Our crev Kenny White orch has 
Bit). w.. m., Henry Leslie. Howard ° bandstand of Fairyland Park 
Johnson and Billy Frisch. Leo Chicago Al Phillips Radio Four in the Pen- 
Feist, Inc.. cop. 1918 e guin toom of the Continenial 
If He Can Fight Like He Can Jack Fina orch set for Lakeside pote! Dave and Tom Reiser 
Love, Good Night Germany! w., Park. Denver, July 12-31 . . . foursome heading for Texas dates 
Grant Clarke and Howard E. Maurice Rocco opens at Stock after sudden closing of the Show 
Rogers. m., George W. Meyer. Leo Club, Des Moines, July 8... Bill- Bar here Saturday (25) Holly- 
Feist. Inc.. cop. 1918. 4 agregar — OTe oie wood Rangerettes playin. first ap- 
. en xrif in to @xXCiusive ... ‘e 1X yearance in nidw »st at vi nv’ 
Ja-Da. w., m., Bob Carleton. Leo ss : eae see “4, . | peakan midwest at fon! 
etek teal cae 1918 . Martinique and singer Sue Stanley Venetian Room. Des Moines: set 
ih ” P. “ a repeat at Buttery of Ambassador- by Midland Attractions Mel 
7 a Baby's 7 ye ee at Twilight. West hotel, starting July 12 . . .| Cooper orch, with Ann Estes, mov- 
w., Sam M. Lewis and Joe Young. Phil Levan orch at Paradise ball- ing out of Eddy’s Restaurant after 
m., M. K. Jerome. Waterson, Ber-  roont. July 4-19... Eddy Howard 


lin & Snyder Co., cop. 1918. 


Just Like Washington Crossed 
the Delaware, General Pershing 
Will Cross the Rhine. w.. Howard 
Johnson. m., George W. Meyer. 
Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1918. 

K-K-K-Katy. w.. m.,, Geoffrey 


O’Hara. Leo Feist. Inc., cop. 1918. 
Keep Your Head Down, “Fritzie 
. m., Gitz Rice. Leo Feist. 
Inc., cop. 1918. 
Kisses—the Sweetest Kisses of 


All. w., Alex Sullivan. m., Lynn 
Cowan. McCarthy & Fisher, Inc., 
cop. 1918. 

Lafayette—We Hear You Call- 
ing. w., m., Mary Earl |pseud. ot 
Robert A. King). Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co., Inc., cop. 1918 

Madelon. French words, Louis 
Bousquet. English words, Alfred 


Bryan. m., Camille Robert. Jerome 
H. Remick & Co.. cop. 1918. 

Mammy’'s Chocolate Soldier. w.. 
Sidney Mitchell. m.. Archie Gott- 
ler. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. 1918. 


Mickey (film: Mickey). w.. Harry 


H. Williams. m., Neil Moret. Water- 
son, Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 
1918 by Daniels & Wilson. Ine.. 
San Francisco: assigned 1919 to 


Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co. 

My Belgian Rose. w.. m.. George 
Benoit, Robert Levenson and Ted 
Garton. Leo Feist. Ine.. cop. 1918. 

Oh! Frenchy. w.. Sam Ehrlich 
m.. Con Conrad. Broadway Music 
Corp., cop. 1918 

Oh! How I Hate to Get Up in 
the Morning. w.. m.. Irving Berlin 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co. 
cop. 1918. 

Oh! How Tt Wish T Could Sleep 
Until My Daddy Comes Home. \ 
Sam M. Lewis and Joe Young. m 
Pete Wendling. Waterson. Berlin & 
Snyder Co., cop. 1918 

Oh Peter Go Ring 
Negro spiritual arr. for voice and 
piano by Henry Thacker Burleigh. 
G. Ricordi & Co., Inc.. cop. 1918 

Oui, Oui, Marie. w Alfred 
3ryvan and Joe McCarthy. m., Fred 
Fisher. McCarthy & Fisher. Inc.. 
cop. 1918 

Rock-a-Bye Your Baby With a 
Dixie Melody. w., Sam M. Lewis 
and Joe Young. m., Jean Schwartz 

‘Continued on page 49 


Dem Bells. 


set for “Frontier Days” 
Cheyenne, July 25... Bob Burke 
doing two-weeker at Buck Eye 
Lake, O., July 22... Jimmy Me- 
Partland, jazz trumpeter, and wife, 
Marian Page returned from Eu- 
rope last week, where they par- 
ticipated in Paris jazz festival 
Johnnie “Scat” Davis staying at 
3rass Rail indefinitely Louis 
Armstrong doing two-weeker at 
Carnival Club, Minneapolis, July 
Les Brown due in midwest 
for one-nighters in July and Au- 
gust . Frankie Carle into Radio 
City theatre, Minneapolis, Aug. 18 
for week ... Del Courtney set for 
two weeks at Claridge hotel, Mein- 
phis, July 15... Shep Fields head- 
ing for Martinique, new southside 
outdoor ballroom, July 8 for a 
week ... Wayne Gregg into Peony 
Park, Omaha, July 22-27 . Red 


Ingle will stay at Skyway Lounge, | 


Cleveland. from 
Labor Day 

nine days at 
starting July 


July 15 through 
Art Kassel does 
Blue Moon. Wichita, 
15... Johnny Long 


goes into Eastwood Gardens. De- 
troit, July 29 for a week Ray 
McKinley set for Shamrock hotel, 
Houston, Sept. 15 for three 
weeks Dick Bradley, prexy of 
Tower Records, returned from 


Coast and huddles with Jim Conk- 
ling, veepee in charge of artists 
ind rep for Capitol Records, com- 


pleting sale of 21 Benny Strong 
masters to Capito! Strong now 


records for Cap. 


Kansas City 

Eddy Howard band into the Pla- 
Mor for a one-nighter last Satur- 
day Wayne Muir combo in a 
two-week vacation from the Hotel 
President while the Drum Room 
is being remodelled . sill Bardo 
oreh set for the Broadmoor hotel. 
Colorado Springs, for the summer- 
fall season . Ruth Wallace at the 
Cipango Club. Douglas. Texas 
Don Roth Trio into Ouray Inn. 
Woodland Park. Colo.. after long 
stand in K. C Drex Broome 
orch has summer assignment. at 
Kansas City Club... Bernie Cum- 


mins band on stand of Muehle- 
bach Terrace Grill for three 
weeks Betty McGuire opened 


House of Oscar, Colorado Springs 


long stand. 


festival, | 














YOU’RE 
HEARTLESS 


TING-A-LING 
(Waltz of the Bells) 


THE DREAM OF 
OLWEN 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 





1619 Broadway New York 19, N.Y. 














WHO DO YOU KNOW 
IN HEAVEN 


NAT COLE 

INK SPOTS . 

DICK JAMES 

DICK JURGENS .... 
ART LUND 

CLAUDE THORNHILL 


Capital 
Dacca 
London 


Columbia 


MGM 


Victor 


iB: ROBBINS: MUSIC: CORPORATION 














AS ALWAYS-PROGRAM 
CARMEN LOMBARDO'S 


SAILBOAT IN 
THE MOONLIGHT 
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| ‘PALACE POLICY’ CONTINUES BIG 





> 








Sherman Indie 2-a-Day Circuit BAIT AN NO CLEY 


| , Schine Circuit Seen Expanding Vaude 
Shaping Up; 5 Shubert Houses Set - CTERS fl [RK Policy too0 Houses Under Govt. Decree 


sigan nists iat ie lhe Schine circuit’s consent de 
the U. S. Dept. of Jus- 


P Two- -a-day yy eee be- AGVA Rep Invited In } Early indications point out that " ‘i , cree with mF 

by Eddie Shernran the N. Y. Palace type \ ie ‘ lice i > octed ‘xpand its 
( ing promoted ace type vaude pol Union Fines Pair For ce is expected to expanc 
I is moving along to the point where Aft P (| h R — is paying off wherever tried vaudeville operations next season 
N he has made a deal with the Shu- er ress u OW The eight modestly budgeted acts Working With Kiddies Chain is tentatively slated to re- 
"7 é 
~ 


' 


4 








Hollywood, July 5. * 


have so far prov better | ume stage shows around Sept. 6 
perts for their houses in five east- Hollywood. July 5 fir t hes | oe “ea mig Bsgoer Boce | 1 J oe ' ap cad vaannnteo ting . , d 
fi SI ' = fede v irsft out-of-town tests than most Hollywood ind by midseason, it’s expectec 
ern cities, with the first herman Hollywood Coordinating Com-| name n: . Pe ' 1; 
il n in Chi Aug. 1 : - name packages in the same situa- Shirley Powell singel and | that the circuit will have 100 days 
presented bill to ope Aug. mittee has adopted a new policy, tions. The Palace ier ay ; 50 } 1s This 
“ t either the Great Northern or calling for monthly meetings and 1e Palace is similarly con- Glenn Gregory, ventriloquist, have Of vaude in about 90 houses. MS 
: 15a —— ; sate oP ins : “€ 55 a tinuing with profitable gr 1 j ea Ris ee i : S { ‘rrease of 20 davs over last 
It Blackstone. Shuberts reportedly inviting the American Guild of Va- what is a ily es sve net geting on bee " hog sa wie . by an AGVA ne SF ae roe = ao ' trike d vaude 
5 : ce 35 ‘OSS as rent: . , ‘tists . : ' = -saraea aS the trial board tor participating in an ‘a , a oc S ; ‘ “i 
f ake 35% of gross as rental. riety Artists to name a representa- Fees me . e . 
7 —_ ‘< bill ill play two tive. Idea is to eave tig a worst time of the year, continued | amateur-kiddie show at the Forum Ville on an experimental basis 
i3 Sherman's bill wi play two tive. sede crease participa- | heat wave, et al. theatre on June 25 rests were successful and grosses 
. weeks in Chi then do one-week tion in charitable and public serv- Aa Por ne 11 : a oes ae : went up 
- ‘ands at Lafayette, Detroit; Nixon, ice entertainment and to prevent FR Pay _ industry is _con- Eddie Rio. local chief for AGVA nape le ilaaien te 
“ Pittsburgh; Shubert, Philly, and last-minute cancellations. Misun- sh weas i “eggs eg eee — rer es S| Se ek ae cong ean tic f 
i) the Hanna, Cleveland. He'll use derstanding over AGVA’s regula- | > O”¥C@S€ IS Dy now considered a show Guild by-laws prohibit | anticipated because of creation oe 
¥s eect bills tions played havoc with the Great- success. The more conservatives members from working with ama competitive — situations In towns 
, — a er Los Angeles Press Club enter- [#4 felt that it would be best to teurs on premise such assistance Where the circuit had a monopoly 
te Shubert houses will not be con- tainment last week walt for the extraordinary na- gives prestige to non-pros of films. At the same time, the 
2() verted to vaude entirely, continu- Committee voted formal a may tional publicity in connection with is icesaiesaiiceeeieenisia Government ordered the chain not 
i] ing to rely primarily on legit book- al of the all-star baseball cone to the Palace opening to abate be- to tie up more than 60° of the 
10 ings between variety shows. Sher- wihem Senile Rinse prety City of Hove fore passing an opinion. In the first HEIDT REVUE SET FOR features released for its houses 
man has also been talking with E seven weeks of vaude operation Maximum number for next season 


e é Hospital, the Motion Picture Re- i 

7 Issy Rappaport, Baltimore, and lief Fund and Theatre kuthorits Palace grossed $171,000 or an av NF LL is 48 of the top films. Thus the 
7 Adam Adams, Newark. about part- jE ad Chia ae . “* erage of nearly $24,500 per week, shortage of big-money poesures 
nership deals, each in his own which indicates a hefty profit via Hollywood, Julv 5 will be accentuated in the terri 


town, on the venture. Rappaport FOX ST LOUIS GOES holding talent nut within a $4,000 | tories where the circuit will retain 
is trying to make use of the Mary- ’ . ’ weekly budget. This is in contrast Horace Heidt’s variety revue. holdings 































































































land theatre in Baltimore, but to its previous pix policy when the- _ The Kids renbeocge rhs i oi According to terms of the de 
hasn't yet swung the deal. House ILM AUG. 16 atre had only a few profitable weeks. | 15 one-nighters on the road Opens cree, the circuit must dispose of 
was well-known in the Keith-Al- St Lo hily § Under the vaude policy house | &t the El Capitan theatre for three 49 theatres in 39 towns through 
> ave . y IS, JULY OD eae Y., re KS ; rT » sy s slack - * re - 
bee days. nT ee ak i a are breaks at around $20,000 weekly. | Week Wg Murra) Black- out N. Y., Ohio, Kentucky and 
into * anaes acts and ee orch in the pit will It's Bp a profitable operation outs OF 194! moves out on Aug Marvland. Some of the houses in 
- echagee for RKO and also beneficial to the | “‘: : ; : 
eye . ‘ se he augurate at £ ere as heals ane al ,. volved in the Government order, 
ve British Acro Comics Set peo sey. shasta : hey - . a vaude industry through paving the Heidt’s show consists of 22 to 25 need not be sold for theatre pur- 
-atre, Fanchon & Marco's larges ey Bis nk gas ac all former rs 4 
kson =. Pre, ? . Yes ies rT ~~ | Way for greater act employment acts, a ormer winners On HIS) poses, but it’s evident that in 
Don For String of Fair Dates poy ba ee ee ag ts than at any time since the demise weekly airer. There will be nine towns of any size the Schine loop 
) a > £ b ys) - 7 . : r . “ = 
t the Sam Linfield and his troupe of N. Y poe a pi Posh i. in po of the Keith-Albee empire. performances a week, plus an air- wil] pace competition. 
_ British comic acrobats arrived in good measure Cleve’s Boff Biz ~" ro aoe - : BS a ce The chain is to unload the thea- 
own r i a peli nda eg cdi ; a apitan stage at 5:3 am : vey ; ‘ ane 
fae New York last week on the Wash- Loew’s State. downtow n. has pre- RKO preemed its first traveling (PST). ee Sundavs Rental seal tres W ithin a three-yeal period, 
shah ington. Unit has been signed for sented two stage shows in the past Palace unit at the Palace, Cleve- for the house was made on a pet except in cases where houses can- 
Nve a string of state fairs in the U. S. 60 days and it appears that the land, Thursday (30). Bill will play centage of gross. as it was with not be disposed of on reasonable 
an and Canada. combo policy will be followed at @ 12-week route of RKO houses. | Myrray’s show. Heidt will bring '®!™*: This delay gives the cir- 
Personnel of the troupe includes both houses. At the Fox there will Opening day’s business was grati-| the reyue to New York after clos. “Ult an opportunity to give a more 
Pen- | two dwarfs, Mrs. Linfield, Marie | be no stage presentations, produc- | f¥!ng to circuit heads. Bill com-| ing here. He'll stay at the El Capi- exhaustive test to the vaude pol 
ental |  Giddlestone, John Lummis, Fred tion numbers, etc., but strictly , Prises Pat Rooney, Berk & Hallow, tan longer than three weeks, how- | '©Y 5° that house built up by live 
a Rushton and Abdul Houssein. vaude. (Continued on page 55) ever, if the show clicks. (Continued on page 55) 
Show LAS SIES I SOTERA Sts KARE T LEIA AID EE ee STS BSH =e —- ae “ ee ale 2 
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| and PENTHOUSE CLUB 
} 
“SOUTH PACIFIC” QUBLING — NEW YORK — 
D HELD OVER INDEFINITELY 
4é 7 
GUEST APPEARANCE — “ED SULLIVAN T.V. SHOW,’’ WCBS, JULY 10TH 
VARIETY looks like he could carr 2 nina ing a double } nishtiv mi the Louis Sobol, Journal-Ameri- William Tabbert does some 
. rie Hs well j P Sho ani “ale otk vibe he . , ' . , tte} ‘ . . . . : 
’ WILL anendey. June 15, 1949: HSsSigNMeNE 2 Jose. ro ie or the P at a e sem Young Ao ee @ « tine singing. "a - 
Pa 5 a t ' . ul), i"4 ° ° » al tne er Ve S¢ 
ee Songs M TABBERT “ .. Talent. abilitv and looks TS ornenet 
— 12 Min . . at the Penthouse, William Bob Dana, World-Telegram: E e oun Y 
Penthou Tabbert, doubling from ‘South “The Penthouse Club has been Fact oo aa = ee William  Tabbert merits a 
Willi: se, N. Y . Pacific _ In facet. voung Tab- packing them in wit Bill Tab- Cabhouray William Tabbei Happy salute as a serious and 
\M in “sy uth gar rt, Juvenile lead bert is ready to work any Class bert of ‘South Pacific.” nave young Marine.” 
: soutl ‘acific” is doubling 1 ¢ ) The lad Radie Harris, Holl d R 
into the p ; io room and do a jel . I ue . ollywoo e- Robert Cole 
IS dling Penthouse for this cafe is clean cut with a reshly 7 Ed Sullivan, Daily News: Bill porter: it Wabiect wiven Daily P asntg— ¥ 
0 Personat Log S oa fresh-looking serubbed look. a eal salesman Pabhe rt 18 ae oe ns on <4 the Penthouse serenade with his ren wine E : ; : 
singer an and accomplishe d who apparently enjoys singing. Penthouse Ciub dition of ‘Younger Than Spring- : \ liam Tabbert is fine as the 
have made ~ agin pipers who His walkoff appliuse was tre- Dorothy Kilgallien: Tops in time Jeulenant. 
stress; ety ie pe Be cd Ba Ap on mendous.” ‘ town—Bill Tabbert. ee Barnes, 
tion, which = ! “yh sing and dic- Bill Smith, a “As Lt. Joseph Cable, USMC. erald Tribune, N. Y. 
ae rons combine into a win- BILLBOARD. Earl Wilson: Today's bravo— William Tabbert is a sin; Willis 7" 
nine delivery Bill Tabbet am Me # Mpwilip- iiiiam Tabbert is just right 
It's an ¢ he ° 2 . ‘ p as aU &ctor to acknowledge.” aS ‘ n Lieuten: ‘3 e” 
, 8S ¢ ifective hit of show- Virginia Forbes, N. Y. Sun: ” i " 4 tenant Cable. 
HT ae. ‘ “Bill Tabbert ihe ~xensational Lee oeeer’ ce ae ee oe ee . Richard Watts, Jr. 
; abbert is okay for video and singer in ‘South Pacific’ is mak- Wow ot re + Y. Journal-America. Post, N. Y. 
t Personal Management: Exclusive Bookings: Press Representatives: 
. MARTIN GOODMAN BAUM-NEWEORN AGENCY CHARLES DREYFUS-ALAN DELYNN | 
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Night Club Reviews 


Astor Roof. N. ¥. 
(HOTEL ASTOR) 
Blue Barron Orch (13), Bill 
Lawrence, Gringo Rhumba Orch; 
$3.56 mintmum. 


standard 
Roof is 


its 
Astor 
combo 


Supplementing 
band policy. 
testing a attrac- 
Barron’s orch and an 
up-coming crooner, Bill Lawrence 
It’s a smart tactic cued by the 
dip in drawing power oft the 
straight dance bands which was 
first evident in theatres and has 
now begun to affect hotel rooms 
Lawrence is a good-looking 


name 
currently 


tion of Blue 


voungster with a smooth style who 
is riding a good platter reception 
induced by heavy disk jockey plug- 


ging. Although built more specifi 
cally for the bobbysox fans, the 
lad also pleases the older and 


more sophisticated trade with his 
personable manner and solid pipes. 
He works the mike with a slightly 


self-conscious charm, but he’s still 
appealing in his boyishness. His 
repertory comprises show. tunes 


and pop standards with a smatter 
ing of old faves. He’s most effective 
on the romantic ballads like 

\gain” and “I Get a Kick Out ol 
You.” but goes a bit over his head 
with a tune such Louis 
3lues,”” which requires a complete 


as Si 


ly different approach. Lawrence is | 


still incubating and with a little 
more seasoning should have hefty 
impact. ; 
Barron’s sweet-style of instru- 
mentation fits into this room’s 
quiet decor and atmosphere. 
Dansapation is dished out In 
straightforward rhythms, easy for 
the two-steppers and palatable for 
the diners. Occasional change-ot- 
pace is hit with a rhumba or fast 
fox-trot but most of the numbers 
are in waltzy tempos. Several com- 
bos within the band handle vocals 


on pop and novelty tunes. 
Gringo and his rhumba orch al 
ternate on the stand with Barron 


for the late evening clientele, dish 
ing out a slick brand of Latino 
rhythms for customer hoofing 


Herm 











THE BIGGEST BUSINESS 
THE HIPPODROME THEATRE 


BALTIMORE 


HAS DONE IN 1949 
IN SPITE OF HOT WEATHER 


(Hottest Week in Years) 


Playing 





tain Boys, Sam and Kirk Magee-Pap and His Jug 
Band-Dot and Smoky Swan-Rachel and Oswald- 
Tommy Madder-Joe Zankins and Lonnie-"Fat 
Boy” Wilson and Others. 


Thank You IZZY RAPPAPORT and LARRY GOLDE 


nOY 
ACU 


and His 


RAND OLE OPRY SHOW 


Featuring Uncle Dave Macon, The Smoky Moun- 








Personal Manager: J. 


L. FRANK 








Anton Scibilia, Mgr. Theatre 


.» JOE HILLER ~~ 


Century Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Booking Dept. 


Atlantic 2600-1-2 





Chez Paree. (hi 


Billy Eckstine, Willie Shore, 
Paysees (2), Stan Kramer Puppets 
(3). Al -Wallis, Adorables (10), 


Cee Davidson Orch (10); minimum 
$3.50, cover $1. 





— | 
Current show is one of the gay- 


est and smoothest this spot has hed 
in several months. 

Billy Eckstine’s fine phrasing 
and vocal tricks win sock re- 
ception. Starting with beat tune, 
“Again.” he swings into light 
ballad. “Johnny Get Your Girl’ 
and then a dramatic version “Old 
Man River.” With “Caravan” Eck- 
stine returns to more familiar me 
dium and closes to hefty applause 
with Bewildered. 

Willie Shore. long-time fave 
heckles the ringsiders while 
he model, a satire on 
clothes acts. He has plenty 
of fresh material, but retains trag 
ments the routine which has 
been standard with him. If all adds 
up to merry session for applause 
dividends 

Comic 


nere 
dresses a 


horse 


of 


with English 
for a fox-hunt 
he goes into a 
‘““MacNamara’s 


trots out 
red coat riding set 
Doffing this garb, 
few strains of 
Band” and a few fling steps. Play- 
ing it straight, he does an inter- 
pretative dance as a crazed mur 
derer. Ending however, finds buf- 
foon in natural groove. Replying 
demands of seatholders, Shore 
repeats his standout soft shoe im- 
presh of Joe Frisco and Pat Roo- 
ney’s waltz clog for robust recep- 
tion 
Stan 
and 


to 


Kramer 
father, have a 
pet act with 
with stroblite 


with his mother 
top-flight pup- 
youngster opening 
figurine of Carmen 
Miranda. Rest of the routine is 
worked from dais with Kramer 
working his life-like dolls in full 
view, without loss of effect. His 
drunkard, Bill Robinson _ stair- 
dance, and Betty Hutton get chuck- 
les and applause. Parents come 
out on floor to manipulate quintet 
of puppets doing a cakewalk. Some 
of this was lost to back tables and 
might possibly be more effective 
up on the platform. 


The Paysees, youthful brother 


and sister dance team, show some 
sensational twirls and spins. 
Femme seems like a human top, 


with pair receiving nice reception. 

Line numbers are in keeping 
with summer theme with Dorothy 
Dorben doing a fine production job 
and original lyrics by Mrs. Joe 
Jacobson scoring. Al Wallis does 
a neat job on production's vocals. 
Cee Davidson orch plays’ show 
capably and alternate with a rhum- 


ba quartet for dance chores 
Zabe. 
. al 
Ciro’s. Hollywood 
. - Hollywood, July 1. 


Marion 


Orch.; 


Morgan, Phil 
minimum $3.50. 


Ohiman 


Marion Morgan, who used to sing 
with Harry James’ band, made her 
nitery debut here as the protege 
of James and his wife, Betty 
Grable. This may carry her locally, 
but a good deal more strength in 
showmanship and style is required 
of the young singer before she can 
smash her way through to the top 
in the plush nitery circuit. 

Actually, she’ll do no smashing 
at all until she provides more con- 
sistency in her repertoire. Miss 
Morgan makes a kind of Whispered 


attack upon the mike, but she lacks 


the drive and the smooth sophisti- 
cation required for intime shows. 
She isn’t enough to carry the whole 
evening 

In “I'll Be Seeing You,” “Can’t 
Help Lovin’ That Man” and “It’s a 
Most Unusual Day” she does her 
best, making most of the mood and 
song. There is an exciting blonde 
loveliness about her. She’s young. 
She’s easy to look at. But she needs 
just a little more of the drive and 
subtlety. Her style is in between 
that of Betty Hutton and Jo Staf- 
ford. 
more of her own. Phil Ohman Orch 
backs neatly and provides dance- 
able tunes. Dag. 


Club Carnival, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, July 2. - 
Harry Richman (2), Laurette & 
Clymas, Sensationalists (3), Perry 
Martin Orch. (12); $1 cover, $2.50 


PPPLALT Le, 


Three fine acts comprising this 
floorshow dish out substantial en- 
tertainment. 

Harry  Richman’s 


first local 


She should have just a little | 


ee 
| ebtews appearance finds him livin 
|up to his reputation as a topdrawee 
entertainer. He impresses here aq 
he has been doing elsewhere for 
years, by his debonair, svelte ap- 
| pearance and the classy song sales. 
| manship. 

For the most part he reprises 
the old favorites he did much tg 
popularize. Taking customers down 
memory lane for a pleasant 35 Min- 
utes, he starts by confiding vig 
song how lucky he is to be an en- 
tertainer. Then revives ‘Putting 
on the Ritz,’ segueing into Riders 
in the Sky,” then such old-time hits 
as “Baby Face,” “It Had 
You,” “She's My Sunflowe; 
the Sunny Side ot 
‘Vagabond Song” 
Black Sheep,” tying 
enéation with apt 


to 


the 
and 
up the pres. 
patter and one¢e. 


in-a-while interrupting the vyoea). 
izing with a spicy story or anee. 
dote. After telling that “It Seems. 
Like Old Times,” he finally has to 
beg off. He has his own conductor 
Joe Hornell, who, like Richman 


himself, occasionally has a fling at 


the keyboards 

Laurette and Clymas also are 
show stoppers with their 25 min. 
utes of exceedingly clever and 


laugh-provoking dance humor. Miss 

Laurette is a clever pantomimie 

comedienne and Clymas is a funny 
(Continued page 48) 


CAPPELLA 
PATRICIA 


After 9 Marvellous Months 
in the Revue 


“A LA CARTE” 


AT THE 


SAVOY IN LONDON 


Been Held Over 3 Months at the 


HOTEL BRISTOL 
iN OSLO 


on 








Now Playing Monte Carlo 
San Remo, Knokke Sur Mer, 
Etc. 

July 16 to August 10 
CASINO ESTORIL 
Portugal 


England: HARRY FOSTER 


U.S.A.: JOHN SINGER 
143 W. 49th St., New York 











CARDINI 


"Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers.” 


ABEL, VARIETY 
MARCH 9th, 1949 


MCA WM. MORRIS AGENCY 

















COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 
KFUN-MASTER 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Bizt Gag File” 


NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. 
(Order in Sequence Onty) 
—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 
All 30 Files for $25.00 
cr Bk. @ 
PARODIES $10 a 4 
25.00 @ 


e@ 3 Bks. 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET 
@ HUMOR-DOR for Emcees 
@ 3 Blackout Books $25 
or all 3 Diff 
Send for FREE info. 
No C.0.D’s—Open Daily 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54th St., Dept. V, N. Y. i? 
CIRCLE 7-1130 


‘ ea. © 
Vols, tor $59 : 
on other material. 


inct, Sundays 











ee 





Thanks to Mr. 





PALACE, NEW YORK, Week July 7 


PIGMEAT, co. 


“FUN IN A COURTROOM” 


Personal Direction: HARRY SANTLEY 


AND 


DAN FRIENDLY 
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~ | DTT poe 500 Club, Paddock, AC, 0’ | = 
= | Bal Tabarin, SF, 0 On) tale & fet nts Marder Rap ' AGVA Dissidents May Cast Tele Lot 


for 
Song-guitar trio of youths, billed 


“ R pen 1g With | ee as Los Compadres (The Pals), that | 
Both the 500 Club and the Pad- Was beginning to get nods on radio | ith AFM: (’ t it t t 
Ses e0 dock-International, two of the re- and in niteries here. is in jail on | | 0aS ] es 0 um 








| 


to sort’s top night spots, are operat- : murder rap—killing a 15-year-old 

wn ing under new managements. oy Who stuck his head in their American Federation of Musi- he had no interest in taking over 
‘in- e ewis pl. The 500 Club was granted re- dressing room in a_ nitery and gjans president, James C. Petrillo, the AGVA jurisdiction, but wheth- 
Via newal of liquor license Thursday razzed them. apa . ; er he'll continue with that stand if 
en. r sabia July 5. (30) and opened the following night cna raccisinetinceennnaiinisieaetniiesbineagmsiieniaien Is In line to emerge as one of the large sections of AGVA member- 
on ek as tak fans de don Ee W I! , most powerful figures in the tele chip petition him for union protec- 
ers Famed Bal Tabarin, local nitery Seers and Haymer, Jo Ann Sum- a y Wanger Line, Yank jurisdiction if current movement tion remainds to be acren. 

) 3 , ‘one > j “7 Je , Te Jer ine Tr q : y lent i _ . 
Be landmark, will make renewed bid’ mer, Wally Wanger line, Joe under way among dissident fac Petrillo originally started in- 


On for a comeback with Ted Lewis Frasetto’s orch and Pete Miller's Names, Dice to Lure US. tions of the American Guild of ide ae te AGVA membership 


‘ombo ariety rtists to align with the 
inaugurates the room oomine — ‘ ore me when he decree that all acts play- 


when he a Paddock-International, which for T : VM C | AFM gets under way s- musical } . nts must be 
‘Ue The ‘“‘tragedian of Jazz” is years under Eddie Kravitz, oper- ourists to onte ario ‘e oy uses) ees 


Sept. 8. Movement among rebel factions AFM members. He subsequently 





i booked for four yp eng ee agar ated all year round, got its license Monte Carlo, July 5. has already started on the Coast took jp harmonica and ukulele 
“a). his Sept. 6 date at the State Fair, after more than two months ma Ricky Astriec. artistic director of @nd is being watched carefully by plavers after previously declaring 
ed Sacramento. neuvering Saturday (1) Kravitz the Monte Carlo Sporting Ciubs members in New York and else- then non-musical instruments. 
ms Lewis is heading west. having license petenee revoked oar) last’ has returned from Ne w York with where At the moment there's lit- ctanq was enlarged to include 
to just closed at the Beverly Hills summer and gi shuttered since. | sn entertainment line up for this tle cl an e of a wholesale deflection . nging pianists and comedians 
or. Club, Newport, Ky., resting in Hol It will operate as musical bar. summer in AGVA ranks unless out-of-town itp routines utilizing musical in- 
lan sort until July 15, when he ; a A Wally Wanger line (8) wil] Momentum becomes aecelerated struments He also decreed that 
ans plays the Hotel Last Frontier, Las Barto Withdraws From make their European debut at the Petrillo, sometime ago declared musicians acting as emcees need 
Vegas. On Aug. 13 he shifts to Sporting gala July 22. Doug Coudy, not join AGVA. 


are > > ke Tahoe, for ancing maste » Copacaban; : 
: the Tg hoe Village, La dancing master of the Copacabana, i M Pow to Petrillo 
lin- three weeks, and thence to the fair Elective Post to Hold N. Y., will routine them. D C ’s ‘Freedom Fair’ ore Power t¢ 


‘ontro fa large portion of acts 
“a and Frisco. 0 t \ | ° d AGVA J b rhe galas of the Summer Sport- wast ne we ; greater pow- 
nie Lewis is another, like Eddie Can n tO Saiarie OD ing club will be held each Tuesday | Ma Be B passed If er in setting scales for the tele- 
iny tor, Al Jolson, Jack Benny, et al Dewey Barto, national adminis- and Friday. The first, which will | y y vision industry. Currently, musi- 
who is in no rush on television trative secretary of the American officially open the Monte Carlo H i. ld UJ ¢ t cians are working video for the 

ee until he thinks the medium “right Guild of Variety Artists. has S@@S0n. will be this Friday (8). ouse 0 S p ran same scale as in radio 
bas although he has done several guest- served notice that he intends to Aime Barelll's band, trom Paris s Washington, July 5 Whether AGVA or the Associat- 
ers with Milton Berle, et al. There stick to this post. Barto last week Chez : arrere, Legetner with ° Cu- Plans for a comprehensive, big ¢d Actors and Artistes of America 
is some interest in a Lewis video withdrew as candidate for a mem- 2@" Trhumba orchestra, will offi- “reed ail teenie ; could get American Federation of 
package being percented by the per of the AGVA national board, °!4%¢: . time reedom Fail lere next 7 obo, suppott in # showdown with 
William Morris agency. thus indicating that he intends to Georgia Gibbs for July 22, Mau-' year in connection with Washing Petrillo is also problematical, since 


3 rice Chevalier for July 28 < 
remain in the paid position. Ac : = ay 
erine Dunham for Aug. 2, and Les 


cording to AGVA rules no paid ,, : : skvhigh unless financing is forth- been a thorny problem since its 
TIVOLI, FRISCO. FOLDS |}employee may be eligible for an Hegy gen = la Chanson for hickaieas . inception 

elective post and Barto was faced a . wage guest stars. : : = gets: dt = fom Current effort of Coast dissi- 

gee een ee ; Simultaneously with the opening After the Senate okayed a §$2.- . eategeat 
AS VAUDE POLICY FAILS with choice of resigning paid job of the Summer Sporting Club, the | 000.000 gift toward the cost of set- dents to align themselves with an- 
. : or withdrawing his candidacy. Monte Carlo oan is nina OO ting u i re) eration House re- other AFL union marks the second 
San Francisco, July 5. In other withdrawals Gus Van open It’s situated oppeaiie the fused a 20 ss Loews Carter Jor attempt to provide > oe 
After a_ 14-week try at vaude- stated he will not seek second term (Casino: changes nightly Of the 50 Barron and other leaders of the Variety allegiance. In 1939 an at- 
ville, the Tivoli theatre folded last }as AGVA president, thus leaving pix already selected. 46 are Ameri- celebration called on President ‘@™Pt was made to get the Ameri- 
hs week with an estimated $10,000 | Jackie Bright, chairman of the ean. and will be shown for the Truman last week and were ad- °8" Federation of Actors into the 
loss, after a two-week booking of N. Y. branch board, and Georgie frst time in France. The other vised to seek an RFC loan up to International Alliance of Theatri- 
the “Finocchio Revue,” consisting Price to battle it out for top post. four are French. making their $2,000,000. cal Stage Employees. Movement 





ton’s 150th anniversary may blow the variety performers’ union has 





’ of performers appearing at a local Bright withdrew as nominee as world premieres at the Monte! However. this type of loan would — when ie APL rons UP the 
nightclub. third veepee, but will run for na- Carlo showings \ sal dice aeueied aca “i : AFA and the 4A’s turned over that 
hist ses sace_dji. | tional board berth as well as th "fig ke oo ; acs _ call for special action from Con- jurisdiction to AGVA There have 
The Tivoli, under the lease-di uiona ye a We e The date for the premiere of gress. Bills have been introduced ~ ; 

‘N rection of Ellis Levy, opened with Presidency. Myron Cohen, cur- dice games at the Monte Carlo in the House and Senate permit- also been minor attempts to get 
: a policy featuring moderate-priced | tently a member of the board, has Casino has now been set for July ting it. But Congress folds its Variety performers into the CIO, 
he vaude acts, plus two reissue pix, declined to run for second vice- 19 ‘The only doubtful factor is| tents in the next month or so. If and at one time Matt Shelvey, de- 
but switched to name acts after | president. whether there will also be crap) it does not pass the legislation this posed AGVA national administra- 

the first week. It had headlined Ballots will be mailed out July tables at the Summer Sporting | year it will be too late for the nie 6 C “ie cag 
Count Basie’s orch, Billie Holiday, | 28, and September i2 has been set | Club, a stronghold of gambling committee to get started _ allegedly tried to get John I. 
Dude Martin and Max Baer, among | as deadline for return. Honest Bal-, during ‘the summer months, or Without this help, Washington’s Lewis’ United Mine Workers Dis- 
‘lo others. Its price range was from} lot Assn. will again conduct the | whether the new game will be con- Sesquicentennial will be a modest trict 50 to take over the perform- 

- 40c to 85c. elections. fined only to the Casino. local show, ers’ union. 
‘ SE 






































Thanx to All My Friends in England Who Have Helped to 
Make My Stay a Memorable One—and Particularly to: 


R 
EMILE LITTLER 
rk TEMPLe BAP Cee EL/ NH Bi ST MARTINE LANE 
8672 9874 LONOON 
wce2 


Willie Shore, Esq. 


"Latin Quarter" Revue, 
Casino Theatre, leth May 1949. 


EMILE LITTLER = FRANCES DAY 


My dear Willie Shore, 
of Before you leave "LATIN QUARTER" on Saturday 
evening, Tom Arnold end I would like to send this little 


. TOM ARNOLD note to say "Thank you" to you. We shall not easily ROBERT NESBITT 


forget the way you went on on the opening night and held 


° the fort on our behalf. 
: I have to go to Paris tomorrow, so that if I 
| WILLIAM MORRIS em not able to come and tuank you personally, I am sure 
AGENCY you will understand and know that you take our good wishes 
back with you. 


c djal ly yours, 

vA 
UAae 
oe 


THANX ALSO FOR THE NUMEROUS OFFERS TO APPEAR IN VAUDEVILLE AND LONDON NITE SPOTS 
WILL BE BACK IN. 1950 


|| - WHLLIE) SHORE 








FOSTER'S AGENCY 
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Beaeh Walk. Chi ttn energetic quartet) interpreta- 


(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
Chicago, July 1. 





| tion of the “Coastal Zone,” fol- 


‘lowed by Venita in a “Latin Amer- | 
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‘Atlantic City Niteries 











































































































































: bye : rd ] 
ican Zone” toreador bit. Girl is K H lida C d 
Mayo Bros. (2). Yost Ambas- OV) put the number needs sharp: ceP HOMAY UTOWdS 
ors P : pee 
Continued from page 46 - er Hild Dancers (18), Cimude ae ty 8 Sone” le oe Happy With Good Shows i 
: faaki 1 p - whk vornhill Orch (15) with Nancy | ce Deer Mhntesie Sagar 
Club Carnival, Mpls. | facets are obvious no matter what Tor Snomflakes (3), Berry counted for by Ralph Emery and a Atlantic City, July 5 
fellow, too. Their East Indian Joey Adams is the headliner, aid- | Gray Trio with Ray McIntosh (4); oF the puppet skating ‘is okay, but, Ideal weekend weather brought 
dance travesty is a scream. There's) vos cual. by Tony Canzoneri admission $2.00. ‘here, again, there’s a need for | Overfiow crowd here for the holi- a 
much fun, too, in their pom pny and Mark Plant. A _ wholesome- cameeeeinl better showmanship to sell the bit.|\day, which made cash registers in 
an See eS On Gee bh looking young songstress, Mindy Hot weather's been responsible! Venita comes back for a Latin | clang merrily. f 
6 te ot lishness. {Carson (New Acts), and the Bea-  ¢, Various dog-day retreats from | American rhythm number with the; The Press, morning daily, saiq 0 
cycle built for two fooshness. |trice Kraft Dancers are the other) Gni entertainment scene, but in’ girls, then troupe finales colorfully | it was the biggest crowd in history. I 
in the small stage space, The replacements in what is otherwise 4). case of the Beachwalk, zooming with an “Equator Zone” national | with over 200,000 clocked in hotels t 
Sensationalists,’ two men ons 6 a holdover production. =———_—_—— biz. results. Second of name-band dance. }and rooming houses in addition to b 
girl, me ee ae Adams and a ——— —_ openings in the summer series Ice Castes, lagated os god daily excursionists. : 
remarkaDly on roller SK S, 1€8-| some new material. Adams remains ¢ : . , : oing a slick, skirts of this Connecticut s “e- a ? re ve ian ; 
turing daring, breath-taking spins | 4 bright, breezy comic who knows lavish estes Meg beeen payees line village, has a capacity of _ 7 : ee tg . 
with one or more suspended in} how to get the most out of his part- “.) ‘olorful and entertaining | about 400. Bone. until the last moment got into the y 
‘dai : oy always, | - artic . oF ari, With a colorful a * |swing. Qn the beachfront R 
midair trom the other. As always, ners, particularly with Canzoneri. half-hour show. eo Eber} into the Fi : ay « 
ae SEE eee erg — — ong ond ee eet sana Yost Ambassadors are meet Saranac Lake | grill wit ieee Sidien’s ace ; 
"€S- | dentally, has gotten to be a pretty (14. from previous show, provid- go Malan’: stra, 
lan naapcaa funny guy. and that business with ay Bases teal Ee ‘tpn ne Mier Dees Belle toate and the Rhythm Rogues. ‘ 
‘ - . Adams still gets plenty of laughs anne Fedele for “Ghost Riders in tis pclae eg ly 5 | Holiday Room of the Mayflower ( 
Copacabana, N. Y. And Plant, the big, good-looking 11, sy” opener. Gals, in ghostish Saranac Lake, N. Y., July 9. hotel had Alan McPaige trio with k 
(FOLLOWUP) baritone, still wows the femmes. whites and silvers and red face William: Morris ecm a ——— Pedro Albani and Virginia Ma- } 
This might be the fill-in season Miss Kraft. assisted by two male 14.45 do clever routine that’s em- opened for the riggs ony Teach. 20008. Hotel President featured 1 
in the niteries, but the current dancers, has been more effective In bellished by unusual lighting ef- sponsored by the Parents =n Miguelito Valdes with Rosetta 
Copa show doesn’t exactly play that the past with her East Indian ¢. 4. ambassadors work into med-. ers Assh. It has. many new 1€a&'!Shaw and Jose Pillado. it 
way. Generally, its entertainment dances. Kahn. ley of operatic and musicomedy se- tures for the kiddies. a tl 
——_—__EEee— oo ea lections, including “Song of the Ted Caumont (Warner Bros.), . 
Flame Room. Mpls. Swo d” and “Old Man River” for after two months of observation . 
(HOTEL RADISSON) solid sendoff. routine, has been upped for one | 
Minneapolis, July 2 Mayo Bros. prove to be show’s meal daily. 
Donald Richards (2), Danny Fer- highlight with their platform tap- Isabelle Rook, ex-Rogerite and 
CIRO RI guson Orch (9); $2.50 min, ping and flashy slides and knee- per daughter Dolores, both in- EDAL Charged M 
{ : . drops. Encore, backed by orch’s ates of the Raybrook (N. Y.) With Death S 
AND REVUE Donald Richards is displaying rhythm section rates duo generous | sanatorium, took time out to mitt to AF* 1 
the talents that won him the sIng- plaudits and begoff. the gang here at the Variety Clubs oO C 
WITH ing leads in such Broadway n usi- Claude Thornhill’s orch creates | hospital. 
cals as “Finian’s Rainbow ve unique undertones wae Frence pore Birthday greetings are in order + AES cee eit tow een 2 y‘ 
CHARLEY BOY “Along F ifth Avenue He's made and clarinet combination, making to Margie Regan, former secretary Athlete's Foot is a real boon to all those whe Ww 
to order for this sort of plush, in-: for easy danceables as well a8| (+ te late Jimmy J. Johnston, have suffered painful steps while going throagh vi 
REINITA and RUBITA timate room and he gets across pleasant music for listening. No fight promoter-manager. the “routine”. Itching feet nced no longer ef 
sockily with robust singing of sure- ticeable absence of strings doesn't ; ee VFW rob many working hours. EDAL'S sure form se 
fire numbers suited to his dramatic | produce brassiness; six winds and During the N. Y. State 4 ula kills fungi promotes healthy tissue at 
style. five reeds are deftly blended. Nan- convention here, a committee of ye —— Send tor EDAI a . 
‘Richards has virile personality cy Clayton and Snow Flakes come | ex-G.L.’s called the patients here pK Sale Sure way to loot comfort and }- 
and singing style that easily wins’ jn on vocals neatly. Large orch is Who participated in either Wot ld ni [LEN 1 
the femme customers. At show well-suited for this outdoor spot, War They gifted Doris (WAVE) easlus Hs 
caught, singer. with own accom- with huge dance floor getting con- Carney, Victor Gamba, Robert TRIIITI TT si 
panist, did eight numbers to neat tinuous play. Pasquale, Jim Wotton and John a p ea 
returns Teeing off with “Peppy” Betty Gray Trio takes over dur-| Nolan. The EDAL mare, Mass. he 
to put the audience in a gay mood, ing the relief sessions, with rhum- Albert Bagdasarian, radio com- Enclosed please find check money ni 
he embarks on the sentimental ha rhythms. Production, including | mentator who tried Phoenix, Ariz., gedes Cihcackh () lec SU00 fer iar oF EDAI to 
journey via “One Enchanted Eve- the lavish Mandarin Legend closer, | for a month of dry air sapping, Newe i 
ning,”” ‘‘Finian’s Raibow” medley. js done in good taste, geared for back in the colony resuming an- Address 
rattled off “The Whiffenpoof the family trade, spot caters to, nouncing job at WNBZ. City 
Song” and winds with thrilling ren- qguring the summer months. Jean Commerford, former night- 
dition of “Glory Road.” Greg. club owner and manager, is now ee 
Danny Ferguson orch contributes a ra with Lakeview Grill. 
much to customer dancing enjoy- 7 : : Joe Bishop, formerly with Mark 
ment as well as lending excellent Ke yi < asino, ‘ a Warnow’s orch, in for an observa- _ 
musical support to Richards. With ( linton, Conn., . une 26. tion and rest. 
the temperature close to the 90s, Patty Foster, Alis Foster. Venita, Sam LaBalbo, Oneida. N. Y.. W 
recom was sparsely eis for ee ee ~altaaa Club Orch manager and newcomer here. co 
late supper show. ees. wre oe swamped with visitors that in- 
ONCE AGAIN AT THE — casas smenaaeieictiii ey ee ; cluded Sid Kallet, William Zophy, Ja 
IM PHILADELPHIA, PA.commmmum One of the few ice nite spot Alton Wilbur John Cassidys Bi 
EATRE poy nwt shows between New York and Bos- 2 ics Se 4 : 
TINTON 1Orh BELOW : Pci ; Joseph Essel and Jerry Jones. 
CLIN LON HOTEL SPRUCE ton had its initial performance J 
NEW YORK 7 here under trying circumstances, PATRICE JAN G 
200 OUTSIDE ROOMS but managed to come through. RD | 
An Original Sock Act from *2 DAILY After sinking some $7,000 in a HELENE and HOWA m" 
For Theatres—Clubs—Cafes— SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES led nll ge sre ae ——, CURRENTLY vc 
MOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES : or level, techni \ B: 
Television—Contact MCA Beautiful Air Conditioned Cocktail Lounge cal difficulties, plus the prolonged LATIN QUARTER : 
QUE WALKING DISTANCE OF ALL THEATRESEEEEmE torrid spell, produced a washboard CC 
effect that made it a bit tough NEW YORK : 
SS on the performers. They made the te 
grade, however, and succeeded in a 
polishing off about 35 minutes of 
varied entertainment. YOU MUST VISIT 
_— Setup here is not strictly for lo- RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY ‘ 
cal consumption. It’s a combo of ‘ : 
that and also a breakin ground for Personal Management: when in LONDON for ig 
what is planned as an eventual se- JACK BERTELL Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Trav Al 
ries of half-hour video programs and Sports Goods:—%ba, VIC- Se 
to be staged in New York in the . S.W. 1. 
fall. Production guiding lights are RADIO ARTISTS CORP. TESA Sepees. © de 
Fritz and Elisabeth Chandler SIC 
(Chandler Ice Show Productions), 19 
| who are tied in locally with the Cc 
Navickas’ Restaurateur Cuisine. 
Chandlers have toured Latin Amer- Ww. 
ica with ice units similar to this be 
te one. 19 
Show, well costumed, carries a 
Y theme based on “Zones.” With 1] 7 
Elisabeth Chandler at the mike. + 
opener is a “Frigid Zone” number Le 
@ENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES by Patty Foster and four girls. Fos- 19 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX ter moppet is an eight-year-old glis- 
tening blader billed as the world’s A Ly 
youngest professional figure skater. 
Tot is an attractive bundle who le 
handles herself competently. Pre- . 
| vious training in tele, radio, pix yust Yo rk 
_and as a Powers model is evident ost? ew Bi 
in the poise she exhibits. cl 9 W. 
A “Longitude and Latitude” bit oy 
by a pair of male youngsters comes Thanks: DAN FRIENDLY—DAVE BENIS ne 
under the head of unfinished busi . 
ness and needs considerable boost OPENING JULY 14th _ 
; to have any value. The “Temperate k . 
Pmt | | mag Zone” is taken care of by Alis Fos- RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL, New Yor Inc 
, wiry 8 a tS -- i a shapely teenager who knows sd 
r : ‘ od ; 10w to display curves both below , _ SEN 
} ’ f i iA : f { } { } and above the ankles. Her forte is Excl. Mgmt.: DAVE JONAS—MATTY RO Wi 
a Wat ‘ Ad alse ballet. Next up is the line girls’ —— 191 
<n - Ne 
Variety, Issue 6/29/49 agg Rh ga sect elite arr 
“SONNY HOWARD CLICKS NOW - STRAND, New York sonny HOWARD. Co. 
HEAVILY.” Young lad with a selling wet { 
“Sonny Howard is one of ari sonality and elastic vocal chords. m., 
cleverest of his type to show up in ie tension wlenicking of variou Bo. 
many a moon, A vocal imitator of singing stvles was amazing)h — 1 
prominent singers he ont such rate, particularly those ae eit. Fie 
voices as Frankie Laine, Mel Torme Eekstine and Jan Peerce Ss 
Rose Murphys Ink Spots’ Bills ISHED TO A BIG HAND AND V 
icenny, Jack Smith, Bilty Eckstine. DREW AN EVEN BIGGER ONE Do: 
Tony Martin and Jan Peerce down ON HIS ENCORE. June Bundy. vill 
to the most minute mannerism. s ANGER von 
He avoids the standard Bing Crosby, Booked for the Roxy, New York, in Sept., 1949 wee 8 
Frank Sinatra an erry omo 
copying, using the most difficult P A 
stgle cians Clicks heavily.” Wood. Direction: General Artists Corp. Pers. Mat.: JACK TALAN 
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New Acts 


ROSS & LA PIERRE 
Comedy, Songs 

9 Mins.; Two 

Palace, N. 

Ross & 
working 
jerre / 
comedy singing duo. Act has be¢ 
around but is missing from the 
New Act files, hence this is chiefly 
for the records. Ross, the pivot 
of the act, isn't exactly a singer. 
He has a specially-rigged larynx 
that’s equivalent to a one-man 
band. His instrumental impres- 
sions are startling In their realistic 
timbre and intricate stops. In ad- 
dition, Ross peppers his routine 
with solid burlesque in the old tra- 
dition with Anita La’ Pierre, a 
comely blonde, as the stooge. 

Ross gets away fast with some 
virtuoso imitation trumpeting a la 
Clyde McCoy. He continues to 
build with a one-man jam _ session, 
a brassy rendition of “St. Louis 
Blues” and. Hawaiian strings. Miss 
La Pierre attempts one straight 
vocal but Ross effectively hashes 
it up with background pantomime 
that breaks up the audience. Ross 
ran away with top returns In the 
Palace’s current solid layout. 

Herm. 


La Pierre, formerly 
as a trio knewn as Ross, 
Schuster, are an unusual 


MINDY CARSON 
Songs 

15 Mins. 
Copacabana, N. Y. 

Mindy Carson is a wholesome, 
young songstress who knows her 
way around a lyric. She has a good 
voice for the pop vein and a self- 


effacing manner in the way she 
sells. 

Her opener could be improved 
upon, since here she does the 
standard “Just One of Those 
Things,’ which seems to be an 
overworked opener by too many 


singers. ‘Bali Ha’i” is an improve- 
ment, and a particular tribute to 
her in that, for a usually noisy 
nitery, the Copa audience listened 
to her all the way. “You Took Ad- 
vantage of Me” is a letdown, -but 


Act has been | 


;the following 


“All Things You 
Are,” backed by a fine arrange- 
ment is somethimtg which Miss 
Carson socks home. ‘“‘Home Work.” 
from Irving Berlin’s ‘Miss Liber- 
ty,” is a rhythm novelty with which 
she closes in nifty fashion. 

All things considered, Miss Car- 
son is a bright new personality, 
with emphasis on records and ra- 


dio. And she has a refreshing 
“sweet” quality that assures her 
in-person click, too. Kahn. 


LOTT & JOE ANDERS 
Unicyclists 

8 Mins.; Full 

Palace, N. Y. 

This is a surefire item. Working 
on long-stemmed one - wheelers. 
Lott and Joe Anders parlay their 
tricky cycling with expert juggling 
Latter routine, in fact, would rate 
high by itself, but with the team 
balancing on their cycles 10 feet in 
the air, there’s plenty of excite- 
ment added. 

Male half of the team handles 
bulk of the tricks, jockeying hoops, 
clubs and beach balls. At one 
point, he has eight hoops working 
at the same time. They wind up in 
high momentum with a breath- 
stopping balancing stunt in which 
the gal climbs on Anders’ shoulders 
while he’s cycling around the stage. 

Herm. 


KAY KENTON 
Comedienne 

8 Mins.; One 
Palace, N. Y. 

Kay Kenton is 
comedy warbler 
tricks of the trade. Possessed with 
a fair set of pipes, Miss Kenton 
hits hard wtih her mugging, 
double-takes and stomping which 
subordinate the vocalizing. 

Her repertory is standard, com- 
prising the double entendre tune, 
“Man Would Be a Wonderful 
Thing,” a hillbilly number and an 
impression of a Latin-American 
singer. Latter number, however, 
is weakest of the lot and ought not 
to be used as the closer. Herm. 


an effective 
who knows the 








Cavalcade 


Continued from page 44 — 
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Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 


cop. 1918. 

The Rose of No Man’s Land. w., 
Jack Caddingan. m., Joseph A. 
Brennan. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1918. 

Sometime (Sometime). w., Rida 
Johnson Young. m., Rudolf Friml. 
G. Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1918. 

Sometimes I Feel Like a Mother- 
less Child. Negro spiritual arr. for 
voice and piano by Henry Thacker 


Burleigh. G. Ricordi & Co., Inc., 
cop. 1918. 
Spooky Ookum (The Velvet 


Lady). w.. Henry Blossom. m.. Vic- 
tor Herbert. M. Witmark & Sons, 
cop. 1918. 

Sunrise and You. w., m., Arthur 


f. soe M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 


That Tumble-Down Shack in 
Athlone. w., Richard W. Pascoe. 
m., Monte Carlo and Alma M. 


Sanders. Waterson, Berlin & Sny- 


sic Pub. Co., London: 


assigned 
1918 to Waterson, Berlin 
0. 


& Snyder 


That Wonderful Mother of Mine. 
bl ~— oor. m., Walter Good- 
in. : fitmark . Sons, cop. 
om I & Sons, cop 
There’s a Light in Your Eyes 
(The Girl Behind the Gun). w., 
P. G. Wodehouse. m.. Ivan Caryll. 
iengen: Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 
There's Life in the Old Dog Yet 
(The Girl Behind the Gun). w., 
Wodehouse. m., Ivan Caryll. 


London: Ch } s 
1918. appell & Co., Ltd., cop. 


wet dim fh m., Irving Berlin. 
‘son, rl . , . ¥ 
cop. 1918 erlin & Snyder Co., 


Three Wonderful Letters from 
ae w., Joé Goodwin and Bal- 
ard MacDonald. m., James F. 
anley. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
ne., cop. 1918. 
mand We Meet Again. w., Ray- 
Whiting J Egan. m., Richard A. 
191g. erome H. Remick & Co.. 

‘Tis Me, O Lord—Standin’ in the 
ge of Pray’r. Negro spiritual 
Tha ove voice and piano by Henry 

acker Burleigh. G. Ricordi & 

Vinine:: Cop. 1918. 

o: ae Ws Edward Teschemacher. 
eee ae Sanderson. London; 
The te 2; Ltd., cop. 1918. 

- gh S. Field Artillery March. 

Fionn v2 Philip Sousa. Car! 
Ischer, Inc.. cop. 1918. 

aters of Venice — Floating 


ville the Sleepy Lagoon. w., Ne- 
vo ¥ Fleeson. Melody by Albert 
1918 Tilzer, Artmusic, Inc., cop. 


We Don't Want the Bacon— 











What We Want Is a Piece of the 
Rhine. w., m., Howard Carr, Harry 
Russell and Jimmie Havens. Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co., cop. 1918 
When Alexander Takes His Rag- 
time Band to France. w., m., Al- 
fred Bryan. 


Leslie. Waterson, Berlin & Sny- 
der Co., cop. 1918. 

When You Come Back. w.. m., 
George Mliichaell Cohan. M. Wit- 


mark & Sons, cop. 1918. 

When You Look Into the Heart 
of a Rose. w., Marian Gillespie. 
m., Florence Methven. Leo Feist, 
Inc., cop. 1918. 

Would You Rather Be a Colonel 


With an Eagle on Your Shoulder, | 


or a Private With a Chicken on 


‘Your Knee? (introduced in: Zieg- 


Mit- 
Leo 


feld Follies). w., Sidney D. 
chell. m., Archie Gottler. 


Feist, Inc., cop. 1918. 
der Co., cop. 1918 by Oxford Mu- 


They Were All Out of Step| 


By now half the adult population 
owned some Liberty Bonds. 

Food prices jumped enormously. 
Eggs were 57c doz, and bacon 53c 
lb. Metropolitan hotels, knowing 
that prohibition was around the 
corner and food prices rising, got 
as high as $1.30 for lamb chops 
and $3.50 for a good breakfast. 

Mothers and sweethearts knitted 
for the “boys over there” and 
windows bore flags, starred with 
the number of men serving in the 


‘army. 


Peach kernels were saved to 
make ingredients for gas masks. 

The influenza plague broke out, 
and half a million people died from 
the epidemic. 

U. S. troops distinguished them- 
selves at St. Mihiel, Meuse-Ar- 
gonne and St. Etienne. 

In November came the false and 
the real armistice, both evoking 
enormous celebrations. In New 
York alone, 150 tons of paper and 
ticker tape were swept off the 
streets. Signs on shop doors on 
that memorable November 11 read: 
“Closed for the Kaiser's funeral” 


and “Too happy to work; come 
back tomorrow.” ar .. 
Concurrently the U. S. public 


debt jumped 600° over 1917 and 
hit a peak of $12,243,000.000 or 
$115.65 per capita. 
The bell boy hat—a towering 
affair turned down over one eye— 
commanded feminine attention. 
On Broadway the play “Light- 
nin’” was put on the boards by 
John Golden with Frank Bacon in 
the leading role. It ran 1.291 per- 
formances. Other plays included 
“Listen Lester,’ “The Canary, 


“The Girl Behind the Gun,” “East 
Is West,” “Up in Mabel’s Room.” 
and ‘The Woman in Room 13.” The 
rheatre Guild was formed. 

Film patrons saw Tom Mix. 
Anna Q. Nilsson, Wallace Reid, and 
Mary Miles Minter. 





1919 


Alice Blue Gown, see below, In 
My Sweet Little Alice Blue Gown 
(Irene), 

All the Quakers Are Shoulder 
Shakers—Down in Quaker Town. 
w., Bert Kalmar and Edgar Leslie. 
m., Pete Wendling. Waterson. Ber- 
lin & Snyder Co., cop. 1919. 

And He’d Say Oo-la La! 
Wee. w m., Harry Ruby 
George Jessel. Waterson, 
Snyder Co 1919 


Wee- 
and 
Berlin 
cop 


Baby, Won’t You Please Come 
Home. w m., Charles Warfield 
and Clarence Williams. Clarence 
Williams Music Publishing Co., 
Inc., cop. 1919 by Williams and 
Piron; assigned to Clarence Wil- 


liams Music Publishing Co., Inc. 

The Big Brown Bear. w.. H. A. 
Weydt. m., Mana-Zucea, op. 52, no. 
1. G. Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1919. 

Carolina Sunshine. w., Walter 
Hirsch. m., Erwin R. Schmidt. 
Harry von Tilzer Music Pub. Co.., 
cop. 1919. 

Castle of Dreams 
Joseph McCarthy. m., Harry Tier- 
ney. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1919. 

Chinese Lullably (East Is West). 
w., m., Robert Hood Bowers. G. 
Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1919. 

Chong—He Come From Hong 
Kong. w., m., Harold Weeks. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1919. 

Daddy Long Legs. 
Lewis.and Joe Young. m., Harry 
Ruby. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. 1919. 

Dardanella. w., Fred Fisher. m., 
Felix Bernard and Johnny S. Black. 
McCarthy & Fisher, Inc., cop. 1919. 

Don’t Cry, Frenchy, Don’t Cry. 
w., Sam M. Lewis and Joe Young. 
m., Walter Donaldson. Waterson, 
Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 1919. 

Dreamy Alabama. w., m., Mary 
Earl |pseud. of Robert A. Kingl. 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop. 
1919. 

How ’Ya Gonna Keep ’Em Down 
on the Farm? w., Sam M. Lewis 
and Joe Young. m., Walter 
aldson. Waterson, Berlin & Sny- 
der Co., cop. 1919. 

I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles 
(The Passing Show of 1918). w., m., 
Jean Kenbrovin and John William 
Kellette. Jerome H. Remick & 


(Irene). w., 


w., Sam M. 


Cliff Hess and Edgar ¢o_, cop. 1919 by Kendis-Brockman 


Musie Co.; assigned to Jerome H. 
Remick & Co. 

I’m in Love (Apple Blossoms). 
w., William Le Baron. m., Fritz 
Kreisler. T. B. Harms & Francis, 
Day & Hunter, cop. 1919. 

1 Might Have Been Your “Once- 
In-A-While” (Angel Face). w., Rob- 
ert Bache Smith. m., Victor Her- 
bert. T. B. Harms & Francis, Day 
& Hunter, cop. 1919. 

I'll Be Happy When the Preacher 
Makes You Mine. w., Sam M. 
Lewis and Joe Young. m., Walter 
Donaldson. Waterson, Berlin & 
Snyder Co., cop. 1919. 
| In My Sweet Little Alice Blue 
Gown (Irene). w., Joseph McCar- 
thy. m., Harry Tierney. Leo Feist, 
Inc., cop. 1919. 

Indian Summer. Instrumental 
piece. m., Victor Herbert; arr. for 
orchestra by Harold Sanford. T. B. 
Harms & Francis, Day & Hunter, 
cop. 1919. 

Just Like a Gypsy (Ladies First). 
w., m., Seymour B. Simons and 
Nora Bayes. Jerome H. Remick & 
Co., cop. 1919. 

Kid Days. w.. Jesse G. M. Glick. 
m., Irving M. Wilson. Waterman, 
Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 1919. 

The Lamplit Hour w., Thomas 
Burke. m., Arthur A. Penn. M. 
Witmark & Sons, cop. 1919. 

Let the Rest of the World Go By. 


w., J. Keirn Brennan. m., Ernest 
R. Ball. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 
1919. 


Letter Song (Apple Blossoms). 
w.. William Le Baron. m., Fritz 
Kreisler. T. B. Harms & Francis, 
Dav & Hunter, cop. 1919. 

The Little Church Around the 


Corner (The Magic Meiody). W.. 
Alexander Gerber. m., Sigmund 
Romberg. M. Witmark & Sons, 
cop. 1919. 

Little Girls, Good Bye! (Apple 
Blossoms). w., William LeBaron 


m.. Victor Jacobi. T. B. Harms & 
Francis, Dav & Hunter. cop. 1919. 

Love Sends a Little Gift of 
Roses. w.. Leslie Cooke. m., John 
Openshaw. T. B. Harms & Francis, 
Day & Hunter, cop., 1919 by Fran- 
cis. Davy & Hunter. 


Mammy O’ Mine. w., William 
Tracev. m., Maceo Pinkard. Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop 
1919 


(Continued next week) 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JULY 6 


Numerals in connection with bille below indicate opening day of show 

whether full or split week 

Letier in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Mose 
(P) Paramount; (R) KKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Keade 








NEW YORK CITY Chords 


Capitol (lt) 7 F & K Watson 
Hal Melntyre Ore Hammond's Birds 
Hal LeRoy Mack. Russ & 
Bert Wheeler Owen 
Sid Slate Wally Brown 
Thelma Carpenter Dolinoff & Rava 
Music Hall } #F Sis 
Steve Evans Pat Rooney. Sr 
Wyn Mayo CINCINNATI 
Edna Rennelin Albee (R) 7 
Stuart & Lee Berk & Hallow 
Rockettes Chords 
Corps de Ballet F & K Watson 
Sym Orc Hammond's Birds 

Palace (R) 7 Meck. Russ & 

3 Swifts Owen 

Florida Trio Wally Brown 
Rosales Sisters D noff & Rava 
Bobby Sargent Sis 

Pigmeat Markham Par woonev, Sr 
Bobby Brandt CLEVELAND 
(two to filb State (L) 7 

Paramount (P) 6 Mage & Kail 
Louis Prima Bd Stagg McMann 3 
Vie & Adio Ada Lynne 
Ballantine Jack E Leonard 

Roxy ii) 8&8 ink Spots 
Janet Blair MIAMI 
Herb Shriner Olympia (P) 6 
Blackburn Twins 3 Queens 
Martin Bros Carol Singer 
Carol bynne Marshall Bros 








MAYO BROS. 


Now 
Beuch Hotel, 


Placed by 


EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 


Ridgewater Chicago 

















KKO Bidg., Suite 902 
AUdson 6-3345 
Strand (W) 8 P Foster Co 
Red Ingle Ore Evans Family 
Sonny Howard MINNEAPOLIS 
Geo Church Radio City (P) 6 
Marilyn Hale Frankie Carle Bd 


Mills Bros 
Benson & Mann 


Don Cummings 
ASBURY PARK 


PHILADELPHIA 
St er (WR) 12 Tower (P) 12 only 
Roberts Sis & Peesy Lee 
“White aoe D Barbour Quintet 
seagate . Jimmy Dorsey Bd 
Henry J Kelly . ape: “je 
- ~ Georgie Kaye 
Fayne & Foster T T: aT 
Morris & Ryan *P: oP ae 
hes = WASHINGTON 
R Adair Dancers Capitol (L) 7 
Rigoletto Bros & 


‘ Dennis Day 
Aimee Sis ps Da 


Gale Robbins 


Barney Grant Clifford Guest 
CHICAGO Acrom*niacs 
Chicago (P) 7 Mayo Bros 
Vie Damone Hioward (L) & 
Evelyn Knight Joe Themas Ore 
Al Morgan Roy Brown Co 
Trennier 2 Chubby Newsom 
4 Musicians 3 Chocolateers 
Palace (R) 14 Derby Wilson 
Berk & Hallow The Appletons 
BRITAIN 
ASTON Costello 2 
Hippodrome (i) 4 Armand & Anita 
Lee Brooklyn Marianne’ Lincoln 


Frank Formby Jack Francois 


Mike Howe Diek Beamish 
4 O'Keefe Sis Sammy Curtis 
N & V Munroe Dennis Murray 
Pegev Stone Bernard 
BIRMINGHAM Bernard Albrow 
Hippedrome (M) 4 FINSBURY PARK 
Flack & Lucas Empire (M) 4 
Jimmy James Co J Crisp & Jill 
Laconas E & D Waters 
Ben Yost Roval Billineton 
Guards Jack Train 
The Balcombes Ed Vyne & 
P & M Honri Valentyne 
Mary Priestman The Nitwits 
Bent Blue Forbes & Barrie 
BOSCOMBE Steve Conway 
Hippodrome (i) 4 GLASGOW 
Billy Whitaker Empire (M) 4 
Irving & Gerdwood Boy Andro 
Sieddie Brent Borrah Minevitch 
Mimi Law | loe Crosbie | 
Morgan & Royle Frank Marlowe } 


Eddie Powell Winifred Atwell 


BRADFORD Les Valettos 
Alhambra (M) 4 Harry Bailey 
Marie De Vere 3 The Kenways 
5 Smith Bros GRIMSBY 
Malcia Palace (1) 4 | 
Morris & Cowley Jimmy Slater 
2 Konyots Jack Henry 
Sirdani Mad Martins 
Val & Monty Zillah 


Les Breatos Frank Bernard 


Van Dock Mavis Spencer | 
Tony Walsh Vicky Raymond 
BRIGHTON Diamondettes 
Hippodrome (M) 4 LEEDS 
Ancree 2 & Empire (M) 4 | 
Sandra Will Murray j 
Charlie Kunz Rov Leo | 
Dorothy Gray Jack Buckland 
Michael Howard Rilly Burton 
F Marx & Iris Brendina 
C Warren & Jean LIVERPOOL 
Mr Lyons Empire (M) 4 
Tris Sadler F Flore 
Dick Henderson Jack Hunter | 
OL Pat Raphael | 
Empire (i) 4 RayvmondGirerd 
Tommy Duckett Claude Rixio 
Reg Moores LONDON 
Vie Templar Palladium (M) 4 
Frank Wilson H & C Marx 
Ken Swan Dave Barry 
Janette Harold Barnes 
Ina Syme Max Bacon 
Sonny Burke 7 Zorzans 
Hippodrome (i) 4 Warren Latona 
Tess & Bill & Sparks 
Billy Cotton Bd D B Stuart 
Tessie O'Shea Pierre Bel 
3 Hotleys The Rosinas 
Alan Clive MANCHESTER 
Arthur Dowler Palace (M) 4 
Hamilton & Vassi G HU Elliott 
Cooper 2 Gertie Gitana 
CARDIFF Ella Shields 
New i!) 4 Lily Morris 
George Doonan Randolph Sutton 
Pharos & Marina Talbot O’Forrell 
5 Leroys Billy Danvers 
Lucerne Skaters Hengler Bros 
Nelson Lloyd Bob Wayne & 
A Kay & Gloria Barbara 
DERBY NORWICH 
Grand (i) 4 Hippodrome ii) 4 
Peter Lorre Albert Grant 
Hal Menken Renee Becke 
Bobby Kimber Fred Hugh 
Johnny Lockwood NOTTINGHAM 
C Adey & Dawn Empire (M) 4 | 


L Clifford & Freda 
The Spanglers 
Eddie Leroy 


John Sharman 
Harry Mooney 
Victor King 


EDINBURGH James & Myddleton 
Empire (M) 4 Johnny Dennis Co 
| Nat Jackley Stuart & Gray 


| 
| 
} 


| Johnny Flannagan 


fone 


Tommy Dee 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (t) 4 
Yvonne Browne 
Stanley West 
David Nairn 
Haddon & Hall 
Steps Lee 
Jack Dwvyer 


Johnny 
Peter 
Owen 


Critchley 
McKenna 
Glynne 








} 
| 


Cabaret ‘Bills 


Matt Allen 

Jos Diadre 

Radio City Singers 

Manhattan 
Syncopators 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 4 

Jimmy Edwards 

Freddie Frintogp 

Joyce Golding 

Renee Piat 

Toros & Reach 








NEW YORK CITY + 


Cafe James 
Jerry Bergen 
\my Andrews 
Jack Prince 
Leona Hall 
Gordon Andrews 
Johnny Nazzaro 
Cafe Society 
Jane Dulo 
Juanita Hall 
Geo Shearing Ore 
China Doli 
Kanazawa Troupe 
Jadine & Jackie 
Mei Ling 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore 
Line (7) 
Florence Ahn 
Wong Sisters 
Copacavanea 
Adams 
Mark Plant 
Tony Canzoneri 
Beatrice Kraft 
Mindy Carson 
Ramona Lange 
Penny Carroll 
Jack Cassidy 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Jay Marshall 
Lucienne & 
Gil Lamb 
W C Handy 
Jack Gansert 
Billy Banks 
Chora! Sextet 
H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 
El Chico . 
Rosita Rios 
Damiron & 
Chapuseaux 
Tina Ramirez 
Los Guaracheros 
Vizeaino Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
Bob & Larry Leslie 
Raquel & Rolando 
Kenneth Buffet 
Mildred Ray Line 
Trini Reyes 
Sacasas Ore 
Pancho Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver Ore 
Willian: Adler Ore 
William Scotti 
Hotel Astor 


Joey 


Ashour 


' Blue Barron Ore 


sill Lawrence 
Gringe Ore 

Hotel Biltmore 
Jack Edwards 
Harold Barry 
Suzanne Gillar 
K Duffy Dners 
Harold Nagel! Ore 


Hotel Edison 


| Lee Crane Orc 


Hotel New Yorker 
Nat Brandwynne 
Ore 


Mona McDonald 
Joan Walden 
Aileen Graff 
Elouise Christiana 
Barbara Frazier 
Bruce Mapes Jr 
Dick Price 
Tony Bavaar 
Michael Meehan 
Bill Knapp 

Hotel Pierre 
Artini & Consuelo 
Betty Jane Watson 


| Stanley Melba Ure 


Ralph Lane Ore 


Hotel Plaza 
Nicolas Matthey Or 


Payson Re Orc 


tiotel Roosevelt 
Three Suns 
Paul Sparr Ore 


Biackhawk 
Al Trace Orc 
Jaekie Van 
Bob Vincent 


Chez Paree 
Billy Eckstine 
Willie Shore 
Chez Paree 
Adorables 
Paysees (2) 

Cee Davidson Ore 
Stan Kramer Co 
Lino Rhumba Orc 
Helsings 

Duplicators (3) 
Toni Rami 
Adrianne Loraine 
Billy Chandler Ore 
to fill 

Hotel Bismarck 
Leni Lynn 
Joe Isbell 
B & J Bradley 
Johnny Brewer O 
H Edgewater Beach 
Claude Thornhill O 
Marianne Fedele 
Paul Haakon 
D Hild Dancers 
Yost Ambassadors 
Mayo Bros 

Hotel Stevens 
“Skating Circus” 


| Joe 


| Helene & 


Orc | 


ee ee 


Hotel St Regis 
Laszle & Pepito 
M Shaw Ore 
Hotel Statier 
Eddy Howard Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


iceland 
Danny Lewis 
Harlan Dixon 
Eddie Nelson 
Harry Forrest 
Perry Mayo 
Morris Lloyd 
Line 
Jack Palmer Ore 


Latin Quarter 
Howard 
Roger Kay 
Howard 
Moore 
Don Saxon 
Art Waner O 
B Harlow Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Osear Calvet Ore 
Jack YTewne Ore 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Shirley Dietz 
Rita & Allen 
Marilyn Joyce 
Johnny Crawford 
Bella Smatro 
Shepard Lire 
Art Waner Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Fletcher & Sheidy 
Naney Andrews 
Alan R@ss 
Bob Downey 
Hazel Webster 
Harold Fonville 


Old Knick 
Gene Barry 
Paul Killiam 
Cloris Leachman 
Bob McMenimen 
John Silver 
Gloria Manning 
Al Cooper Ore 


Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Carmen Montoya 
Mickey Freeman 
Joanne Florio 
Joe LaPorte Ure 
D’Aquila Ore 

Penthouse 
Gloria Benson 
Billy Tabbert 
Yoli O’Bryn 
Kurt Maier 

Riviera 


Lela 


Sophie Tucker 


Wesson 
Jack Carter 
Judy Lynne 
Jem Clay 
Walter Nye Ore 
Ralph Funt Ore 
Savannah 
Ruth Mason 
Arleigh Peterson 
Jimmy Lewis 
Manhattan Paul 
The Blenders 
Shotsie Davis 
Andre & Dortheo 
Tini Benson 
Lucille Dixon Ore 
Versailles 
Kitty Kallen 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 


Village Barn 
Mike Riley Ore 
Eileen & Carver 
Piute Pete 
Village Vanguard 
Josh Whitee 


Bros 


| Marian Bruce 


' 


| 


C Williams 
Gene Field 3 
Waldorf-Astoria 


| Eddy Duchin Ore 
' Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Betty Atkinson 

Charles Hain 

Wonder Wheelers 

Brinckmann Sis. 

Skating Bivdeare 

Charles & Lucille 

Jack Raffloer 

Jerry Mapes 

G & B Du Ray 

Gloria Bondy 

Buddy Rust 
Paimer House 

Sid Caesar 

Maria Neglia 

B Foss & Mary 
Ann Niles 

Ted Straeter Ore 


Sherman Hotei 


Harry Hall 
Bill Snyder Ore 


| “Salute to Rodgers 


& Hammerstein” 


Honey Dreamers 


Ralph Sterling 
John Kriza 
Ruth Ann Koesun 
Eric Braun 

Vine Gardens 
Lind Bros (3) 
Mickey Sharp 
Velma Sherry 
Mel Cole Ore 
Pancho Ore 





Ruth Wallis after current run at 
the Cipango Club Dallas, goes to 
Chapman Park hotel, Los Angeles, 


Aug. 30. 
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Sarah Churchill's ‘Philly Story, 


Joan Blondell Strawhat Standouts 


|comprised the strawhat circuit last 


Princeton, N. J., July 5. 

They came to the McCarter thea- 
tre here to see the daughter of 
Britain’s famed wartime Prime 
Minister as a freak attraction but 
the sum total of Sarah Churchill Ss 
performance is thoroughly profes- 
sional in ‘‘The Philadelphia Story. 
Casting is bad in imporiant sup- 
porting roles. Co-producer Harold 
J. Kennedy (he operates this sum- 
mer season with Herbert Kenwith, 
who stages) and Mark Forbes are 
believable in roles calling 


never .-: ng 
for rugged masculinity. If Miss 


Churchill is no Katharine Hepburn, 
in the original Philip Barry role, 
she is still far ahead of the 1949 
counterparts of the original Van 
Heflin and Joe Cotten characters. 

Utilizing a good set, the com- 
pany gets into high in the second 
act following a tepid teeoff, but 
throughout the histrionic short- 
comings militated against the end 
result. Jeffrey Lynn, who co-stars 
with Miss Churchill does a compe- 
tent job. Both will tour this play 
for 10 weeks in the strawhats and 
if grosses indicate receptivity for 
an extended run, there is a plan 
for the Theatre Guild to send out 
a revival with Miss Churchill head- 
ing the cast. Incidentally, Equity’s 
okay was given the English actress 
for “Story,” over “The Heiress,” 
which was her alternate choice, on 


the theory that the Barry play, 
with its larger cast, would create 
more employment for her Ameri- 
can supporting cast. 

Lizabeth Scott in “Anna Lu- 
casta” is incumbent, followed by 
Joan Blondell in “Happy Birth- 
day,” doing the Helen Hayes role. 


Latter, in turn, is due at the Mc- 
Carter in “Good Housekeeping,” a 
new play pre-Broadway. Susan 
Peters plays “Barretts of Wimpole 
Street” July 18 and E. E. Horton 
in “Present Laughter” (Noel Cow- 
ard) is due July 25. 

The McCarter theatre expects to 
have its new airconditioning work- 
ing next week or so. 


In ‘Birthday’ Opener 
Ivoryton, Conn., July 5. 

Joan Blondell, making her straw- 
hat debut here at Milton Stiefel’s 
Ivoryton playhouse, drew consid- 
erable critical acclaim for her in- 
terpretation of the Addie role in 
“Happy Birthday.”” Helen Hayes 
created the part on Broadway. 

It was a case of kicking over 
the type traces for Miss Blondell, 
who has never attempted a part of 
this nature before. Ivorytow stand, 
an unusual one here for a run of 
eight days (July 1-9, minus Sun- 
day), is the springboard for a 
summer tour of New Jersey-New 
England pasture playing. Show is 
not a package but Jeff Morrow is 
accompanying Miss Blondel! as the 
male lead. . 

Stiefel, doubling as  producer- 
director, gave the play a consum- 
mate production. 


*‘Penny’s’ Pretty $10,800 
Westport, Conn., July 5. 
Despite mixed reception and 
exit of George S. Kaufman as di- 
rector at dress rehearsal, “Pretty 
Penny,” new Jerome Chodorow- 
Harold Rome revue, drew a smash 
$10,800 here last week. Figure rep- 
resented near-capacity for newly 
enlarged Country Playhouse, two 
matinees not selling out . 
Kaufman bowed out after a dis- 
agreement with cast members, 
principally David Burns, leading 
comedian of the show. ‘Leonard 
Fields, producing ‘Pretty Penny,” 
is lining up extra summer dates 
beyond Boston (4) and Atlantic 
City (11), but Burns, dissatisfied 
with his material, will leave the 
cast after Atiantic City. 
Madison—‘John’ Neat $7,500 
Olney, Md., July 5. 
Guy Madison starrer, “John 
Loves Mary,” did a neat $7,500 
last week at Olney theatre, draw- 
ing more bobbysoxers than any- 
thing which has played here yet. 
Sylvia Sidney is current in “Pyg- 
malion” for what looks like a bet- 
ter session. 
Surprise of 
thus far has been 
Dean Harens of theatre's 
permanent company Last week 
he stole critical honors from Madi- 
son. 


the Olney 
the 


the 


season 
work of 


10 Companies in N. H. 
Concord, N. H., July 5. 
Ten summer stock companies 
are now operating in New Hamp- 
shire, with four others scheduled 
to open in mid-July, bringing total 
to 14, compared with nine that 


a t 





summer. 

Either already in operation or 
preparing to open are the Merri- 
mack Playhouse at St. 
School, Concord; Salisbury Players, 
Salisbury Town Hall; Windham 
Playhouse in Windham, Forrest- 
field Players on Londonderry 
Turnpike, Peterborough Players in 


Peterborough, Hampton Beach 
Playhouse, New London Players, 
the new Showboat summer theatre 


at Wentworth-by-the-Sea in New 
Castle and the Keene summer 
theatre in Keene The Touring 
Plavers. Ine., are scheduled to 
open the new summer theatre at 
the Belknap Recreation Area in 
Gilford, July 19. 


An international atmosphere has 
been added in Windham with the 
opening of Cafe du Theatre, where 
refreshments are served in French 
sidewalk cafe style. 


Hoboken’s Strawhat 

Nearest strawhat to Broadway— 
3 1/10 miles from Times Square— 
is now the Rialto, Hoboken, which 
William Hunt has taken over, and 
which will present its third offer- 
ing of the season Monday (11) in 
“Room Service,” with Jackie Coo- 
gan Hunt, former actor, broke 
into strawhat management last sea- 
son with a theatre at Seacliff, L. I. 
He’s offering a 10-week season, us- 
ing policy of a resident Equity com- 
pany with guest stars. 

Season opened June 27 
“Rain,” starring Margie Hart. Cur- 
rent week has “Three Men On a 
Horse,”’ with Buster Keaton, Teddy 
Hart (who was in the _ original 
Broadway company of the show) 
and Bunty Pendleton. Support in- 
cludes MacGregor Gibb, John 
Bryant, Anne Follman and Aileen 
Poe. 

Marjorie Hildreth is directing all 
the shows, while her husband, Wil- 
lis Knighton, does the sets. Be- 
cause house has been used as reg- 
ular legiter, the pressagents’ union 
(ATPAM) has insisted on a union 
p.a., in this case, Bernard Simon. 
House was noted for its old-drama 
revivals by Christopher Morley in 
1928-31 


with 


Princeton Group Starts 
Princeton, N. J., July 5. 

Members of Princeton U.’s The- 
atre Intime are operating a sum- 
mer playhouse again this year. 
Group, which calls itself the Uni- 
versity Players, began its season 
yesterday (Tues.) with a four-day 
showing of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s 
“The Vegetable.” A company of 
15 offers the productions at the 
University’s Murray-Dodge theatre. 

Interested more in experimental 
than commercial offerings, the 
group has scheduled seven more 
plays. These include three one- 
act plays by W. B. Yeats, Dion 
Boucicault’s “The Streets of New 
York,” Yeats’ translation of Soph- 


ocles “Oedipus Rex,” W. S. Gil- 
bert’s “Engaged,” Albert Camus’ 
“Cross Purpose,” Shaw's “Arms 


and the Man,” and O’Neill’s “The 
Great God Brown.” 


Operates Lake George Playhouse 
Lake George, N. Y., July 5. 
Irving Strouse, playwright. and 
producer, will operate the Lake 
George *Playhouse. Strouse, pre- 
viously scheduled to direct the sea- 
son at the Pitchfork Playhouse, 
Sharon, Conn., was forced to aban- 
don the project due to inadequate 
living quarters for the resident 
company. The Lake George season 
will begin July 13 with “Young 
Woodley” and will be followed by 
a tryout of “Spring 1865,” written 
by Josephine Victor and Strouse. 
Performances at the Playhouse 
will run from Wednesday to Sat- 
urday. Included in the company is 
Patsy Kaner, daughter of Milton 
Biow, head of the ad agency that 
bears his name. 
Wash. Strawhatter'’s Dates 
Washington, July 5. 
New Meridian Hill Park thea- 
tre, open airer about a mile from 


the city center, reports several 
other bookings signed following 
the current fortnight run. of 
“Amphitryon 38” with Elisabeth 


Bergner. Following are lined up 
for one-week apiece, commencing 
next Sunday: “Importance of Be- 


ing Earnest.” with Estelle Win- 
wood; Buster Keaton in “3 Men” 
on a Horse”; “Time of Your Life.” 
with Eddie Dowling: Helmut 


Dantine and Edith Atwater in ‘No 
Time for Comedy.” 

Productions, Inc., operating the 
strawhatter, had tentatively booked 
“Pretty Penny” but this is being 
dropped. Despite a successful first 
week, this only nonsegregated the- 
atre within the limits of Washing- 
ton is still finding hurdles. Ap- 
parently because it is booking in 


» ) ’ a) 


Paul's | 


full package shows, the unions | 
have refused to give it summer the- 
atre status and contend it is sub- | 
ject to the same terms and regu- | 
lations as a regular metropolitan 
legit house, thus upping the cost. 





Strawhat Jottings 


Anthony Lewis will handle the 
directional chores for the season at 
the Kennebunkport (Me.) Play- 
house ... The Bolton Landing 
(N. Y.) Barn Playhouse will offer 
its productions once a week at the 
Sagamore hotel, Lake reorge, 
N. Y....A new version of ‘“Cin- 
derella,” by Anita Grannis, will be 
offered at the Southold (L.I.) 
Playhouse at special children’s per- 
formances the week of July 20. . 
Joan Blondell in ‘Happy Birthday” 
will be the fourth production at the 
McCarter theatre, Princeton, N. J., 
the week of July 11... the Com- 
munity theatre, Pelham, N. Y., be- 
gins its third season tomorrow 
(Thurs.) with “Outward Bound.” 

Grosse Ile’s summer theatre got 
underway Tuesday (28) with “John 
Loves Mary.” Sked also includes 
“The Cat and the Canary,” “The 
Hasty Heart,” “Glass Menagerie” 
and ‘Philadelphia Story.” 

Lake Zurich playhouse, Lake 
Zurich, Ill., teed off fifth year with 
“Accent On Youth,” June 29-July 
3. Director and founder is Bella 
Itkin, assistant head of drama at 
DePaul U. 

Jack Knisely’s ‘“Tally-Ho” will 
be tried out at the Robin Hood 
theatre, Arden, Delaware, week of 
July 12... “Tails You Win,” new 
play by Frank H. Cooke and Albert 
Bannister, currently being tested 
at Grove theatre, Nuangola, Pa. 
Cornel Wilde and his wife, Patricia 
Knight, will appear in the Theatre 
Guild tryout of Charlotte Francis’ 
“Western Winds,” at the Cape 
Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., week of 
Aug. 8. Play also set for Westport 
(Conn.) Playhouse for week begin- 
ning Aug. 15... Sarah Burton will 
have featured role in Falmouth 
Playhouse production of ‘The 
Winslow Boy”... Hugh Franklin, 
who will appear with the Lunts 
this fall in “I Know My Love,” will 
avpear in “The Heiress” and “Boy 
Meets Girl” at the Holyoke (Mass.) 
playhouse the first two weeks in 
August. His wife, Madeleine 
L’Engle will appear at the barn in 
“Fresh Fields.” 


Sadler’s Wells Visit 
To N. Y. Creates Wide 


Interest at Boxoffice 





First visit of the Sadler’s Wells 
Ballet to the U. S. this fall has 
already created some. situations 


unique in both the dance and gen- 
eral entertainment fields. Troupe 
is due to open a four-week engage- 
ment at the N. Y. Met Opera House 
Oct. 9, to be followed by five weeks 


on the road. Mail orders are roll- 
ing in four months in advance, 
the first week’s total amounting 
to $19,000. 


Checks have come in for as many 
as 10 to 12 performances, and even 
a few requests for the entire 33- 

| performance run, with some checks 
as large in amount as $600. The 
Sol Hurok office, which is manag- 
ing the ballet troupe’s visit, claims 


requests for seats have come in 
from the Coast,, South America 
and England. It had to publish 


the full repertory of the four-week 
engagement four months’ before 
the opening, and filled 22.000 in- 
dividual requests for programs by 
direct mail, a situation it claims 
unheard of in 33 vears of. ballet 
presentation in the U. S. 


Four-week N. Y. engagement of 
33 performances is estimated like- 
ly to gross $208,000, this amount 
not including standees. The Met 
sometimes has as many as 200 
standees a night. Opening night 
top will be $9.60. Other evening 
performances will run from $4.20 
to $1.20; Saturday and Sunday 
matinees from $3.60 to $1.20. 

The Covent Garden Opera Trust 
is presenting the dance troupe, in 
association with the Arts Council 
of Great Britain. Council has un- 
derwritten the nine-week tour for 
$250,000, this to cover round-trip 
transportation, living expenses for 
nine weeks, etc.. but it’s expected 
that most of this will be returned 
from receipts. 

Troupe will be under the direc- 
tion of Ninefte de Valois. with 
Frederic Ashton as chief choreog- 


rapher. Principal dancers will in- 
clude Margot Fonteyn, Robert 
Helpmann, Moira Shearer (latter 
two are principals in the Eagle 
Lion pie, “Red Shoes’), Beryl 
Gray, Violetta Elvin, Alexis Ras- 
sine, Harold Turner, Michael 


Somes and Pauline Clayden. 


'Nicky is 





| Inside Stufi—Lesit 


Will Sparks, who took Bernard Simon’s five-week course in 
publicity at ANTA during May, and then took over publicity chore 
| the “Hamlet” *production that went to Denmark, writes from F 
Denmark, that “the publicity for the American production of 
assumed such pre-production importance that one of the pa 
tually printed the press-agent’s picture (Sparks’) on page 2.” 


theatrical 
S on 
lsinore, 
‘Hamlet’ 
Pers ac. 


“The Danish journalists,” Sparks also writes, “are several cuts above 


what we have to offer in America. 


a reporter’s job, and it takes six years in the profession to 
The average drama critic makes from 15,000 
kronen a year and ranks with atomic scientists, socially.” 


press card. 


Robert E. Sherwood, co-producer and book-author of “Miss Lj 


A graduate degree is required for 


acquire a 
to 30,000 


berty,” 


received the honorary degree of Doctor of Letters from Harvard at its 


recent commencement. 


President James Conant, 
cited Sherwood as: “A successful playwright who turned his tale 


in making the award 
’ 


nts to 


the biography of a wartime friend and thus created a masterpiece of 


drama.” Reference was to 


“Roosevelt and Hopkins.” 


Sherwood’s Pulitzer 
Sherwood graduated from Harvard in 


Prize-winning book 


1917, 


The N. Y»City Council, which had been undecided about the m 
last week okayed proposal to name a street in Queens for John ( 
Producer, who was 75 recently, lives in Bayside, Queens. 


atter, 
, 70Olden. 
Street to be 


named for Golden is a five-block stretch on 33d avenue, between 215th 


place and Little Neck blvd. 


Dedication ceremonies took place ye 


Ster- 


day (Tues.) and were broadcast over several N. Y. stations. 
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Evans-Foster ‘Circus’ 


You Only Love Twice | Of Operettas Clicks In 


Cohasset, Mass., June 27. 


Jules Getlin production for South Shore 


Playhouse of comedy by Murray Burnett. 


Features Vicki Cummings and Nancy 
Coleman. Staged by author; set, Victor 
Paganuzzi At South Playhouse, 


Shore 
Mass., June 27, °49. 
7 Eugene Francis 


Cohasset, 
fobert Loring 


Nicky Loring . Nancy Coleman 


ARE cata cies sec enes Sarah Floyd 
Valaine Terry......se>. Vicki Cummings 
Kenneth Root.. George Petrie 
Te: PEAVOF 5. 56k toes boas Sam Bonnell 


Though the basic idea of this so- 


phisticated farce by screenwriter 
Murray Burnett (““Casablanca,” 
etc.) is good and there is some 


lively dialog, what it amounts to at 
the moment is only one act out of 
three. It'll need a good deal more 
substance than this to contend off 
the silo circuit. 

Situation finds Robert and Nicky 
Loring (Eugene Francis and Nancy 
Coleman) awaiting, for the whole 
first act, the arrival in Gage, IIl., 
of the celebrated sereenwriter, 
Kenneth Root (George Petrie), who 
gave Nicky the heave-ho some 
years previously in favor of a 
Hollywood career. Robert figures 
still in love with the 
writer, and so, come to find out, 
does the writer. 

Second act finds the former 
lovers paired off while Robert and 
the screenwriter’s actress wife 
commisserate with brittle dalli- 
ance. Although all the .scenes in- 
volving the actress wife (Vicki 
Cummings) have a certain flair, 
largely achieved by Miss Cum- 
mings’ own flair, the extended two- 
scenes prove tiresome. Burnett 
touches on an interesting theme, 
that of the carry-over of first love 
into marriage with another, and 
the title tips off the ultimate con- 


/clusion, that the second love really 


counts. 

The author, however, in an at- 
tempt to treat this in ultra-sophis- 
ticated fashion, has depended on 


Jersey Strawhat Rep 


Lambertville, N. J., July 5, 

An arena-shaped tent theatre 
high upon a hill overlooking the 
countryside, a series of standard 
repertory operettas—plus mos- 
quitoes and moths with no respect 
for Equity actors—these are the 
click parlay of one of the more in- 
teresting of the summer legits in 
operation during the current. sea- 
son. The theatre is the brainchild 
of St. John Terrell, who this sea- 
son is presenting what he de- 
scribes as the Lambertville Musie 
Circus—a series of operettas star- 
ring Wilbur Evans and Susanna 
Foster in a resident company. “The 
Merry Widow,” being presented 
this week, is the opener. 

The show is comparatively un- 
important. It is presented on a cir- 
cular stage, with the audience 
seated on all sides, the players 
making their entrances and exits 
from the aisles. The capacity is 
around 750, every seat a ringside 
seat. Top price is $3. 

The arena type of theatre, of 
course, is nothing new, but there’s 
an element of showmanship to the 
current auspices that indicate its 
success imprint. Terrell has a flock 
of expert publicists, handling local 
and “national” ballyhoo, and there 
was no doubt about the opening 
last Saturday night (2). Everybody 
in town knew about it, let alone 
the denizens of nearby New Hope, 
Pa., where Theron Bamberger’s 
Bucks County Playhouse is the 
arch competitor. Terrell 10 years 
ago started the Bucks County Play- 
house, 

The Lambertville Music 
needs around $6,000 weekly 
break even. 

The opening performance was 
acceptable by strawhat standards. 


Circus 
to 


’ Certainly there were no technical 


bright dialog (that doesn’t always. 


come off) at the expense of plot 


invention and characterization. On | 


the screen the various offstage 
events would help establish the 
characters; on the stage they re- 
main cardboard. -Without a com- 
plete rewrite this won’t make a 
bid on Broadway, but it could be 
the basis for a good film comedy. 
Of the cast here only Miss Cum- 
mings manages to project. Her role 
is tailor-made and custom-deliv- 
ered. Miss Coleman doesn’t have 
much chance to be anything but 
adequate, and Petrie and Francis 
do fairly well as their partners. 
Staged okay as the first venture of 
the season for the newiy-reorgan- 
ized South Shore Playhouse. Elie. 


BALLET THEATRE STILL 
EYES LONDON SEASON 


Ballet Theatre is still hoping to 
go to Europe for six to eight weeks 
in September or October, and is 
working on a house and backing 
for a London season then. Troupe 





won't have a fall New York sea- 
son, not wanting to buck the al- 
ready booked Ballet Russe de 


Monte Carlo and visiting Sadler’s 
Wells Co. of London. 

Troupe, booked by legit p.a. 
William Fields, is now working on 
U. S. tour bookings for the fall, 
from November till next 
the late fall start being prompted 
by the hope of still being able to 
go abroad first. Russian visit idea 
seems to have died down, although 
Blevins Davis’ offer to sponsor 
such a tour still stands. 


axe ; ’ I * 


hazards in the actual performance. 
The troupe uses no settings, and 
the stage requires only odd pieces 
of period furniture for the props. 
Both Evans and Miss Foster (Mrs. 
Evans) are experienced at doing 
this type of operetta, and they went 
over with the local theatregoers, 
most of whom are vacationists who 
flock to this cultural sector every 
vear. Kahn. 





10th Anniversary Season 
For Vancouver Musicals 


Vancouver, July 5. 
This week saw the opening of 
the first of six presentations of 


_this town’s annual outdoor theatre 


in Stanley Park Theatre Under 


‘the Stars. Curtain raiser was “The 


March, | 


Firefly.” This year is the 10th 
anniversary of these shows, which 
are under sponsorship of the Van- 
couver Parks Board. 


Second production will be 
“Roberta,” followed by “The 
Merry Widow” and “Waltz in 
Paris.” “Bloomer. Girl,” in for 


nine days, will be followed by 
“Song of Norway,” in for the long- 
est run of any of the shows, 12 
days. 

Casts for the most part will be 
made up of local talent, but im- 
ports are being used, too. 

Musical direction is being 
handled by Basil Horsfall, localite, 
and Lucio Agostino, CBC com- 
poser-arranger-conductor. 

TCU’s New Theatre 
Fort Worth, July 5. 

When Texas Christian U. opens 
its fall semester, it will have 8 
new $1,500,000 fine arts building, 
a 224-seat little theatre, and class- 
rooms and equipment for courses 
in art, radio, ballet and music. 
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Cabalgata,, Spanish Revue, Ist 


Broadway 


Preem in 6 Weeks 





irst B p 
ae or since the premiere af 


- Jee of 1950” May 26, 
“Howdy sta,” musical revue bow- | 
is at the Broadway tomorrow | 
(thurs. ) It isn’t strictly a legiter 
that, under Equity banner, but | 
’ S anish musical extravaganza 
; om American Guild of Variety 
ie jurisdiction. Production, 
0 rover ‘will play the usual eight 
en a week, with matinees Sat- 
er and Sunday, and no Monday 
irday 

-formances. 
— will be $3, with the 1,900- 

at house able to gross $37,000 
H use has been taken on a straight 
70/30 deal. Company has about 60 
eople, with 22 in the orchestra, 
and 16 stagehands. Weekly nut is 
estimated at about $20,000. 

Revue comprises songs, dances 
and short skits in Latin-American 
style, with classic and folk music 
by various composers (Albeniz, de 
Falla, ete.). Ramon Bastida, re- 
yue’s musical director, made all 
the arrangements. Daniel Cordoba | 
staged the revue and designed 
choreography and costumes, with 
Luis Marquez deing the sets. Car- 
men Vazquez is lead dancer. Sol 
Hurok is presenting the attraction 
for an indefinite stay. 

Show arrives after eight success- 
ful weeks on the Coast, starting 
May 16, at the Coronet, Los An- 
geles, and closing June 30 at the 
Geary, Frisco. It, however, has 
been playing in South and Central 
America and on the Iberian Penin- 
sula for the past seven years under 
Cordoba’s direction, or ever since 
he produced it in June, 1942. 


CLARK ILLNESS FORCES 
‘GIRLS GO’ TO RECESS 


With an advance of $81,000, “As 
the Girls Go,”” Mike Todd’s musical 
at the Winter Garden, N. Y., wil: 
shutter temporarily this Saturday 
(9) due to the illness of Bobby 
Clark, the show’s star. . 

Clark became ill over the week- 
end. Doctors have ordered him to 
ret for at least six weeks, after 
which the show will resume. Todd 
reveals that Clark. insisted on at 
least staggering through this week. 

The Winter Garden boxoffice 
will remain open for ticket sales 
during this period. 

It's estimated that the b.o. will 
have to refund or make ticket ex- 
changes to the extent of $58,000 as 
the résult of the recess. 


Hotel Plaza’s Tie-In 
With Theatre Wing 


The Rendez-Vous Room of the 
Hotel Plaza, N. Y., will hold the 
second in its series of five bene- 








fits for the American Theatre Wing | 


Hospital Program July 13, when 
the cast of “‘As the Girls Go” will 
officiate over the special program. 
It will consist of a fashion show, 
dance contest and door prizes. 
The benefits, called “Rendezvous 
With the Theatre,” will be given 
every other Thursday. All the 
Cover charges during these pro- 
grams go to ATW. Mary Martin, 
ell Pinza, Myron McCormick, 
ickinson Eastham, Richard Rod- 
gers and Oscar Hammerstein 2d. 
repping “South Pacific.” were on 
ve for the initial benefit last 
ursday (30). 
An ited thereafter will be “Lend 
leas rt and “Miss Liberty.” 
enliven auter acts as host for the 
Se Program and the Plaza's Ed 
ay handles the hotel's bally. 


Robt. Busch, H. J. Stone 


Team for Production 


siatbert Busch and Harold J. 
Preductin formed Busch & Stone 
prese ‘ons and plan Broadway 
ntation this fall of a comedy 
hana + Wiener titled “Here We Go 
her Sonne is his first by Wie- 
family > writer, and concerns a 
ning a hanery engaged in run- 
tone, a legit actor. was last seen 
Center, N. Y., in “S. S. 
Busch was assistant 


anager of i 
Productions the City Center 


‘ Parker, iceskater with 
have hie pit: Fee of 1950,” will 
“Yours aan" three-act melodrama, 
Well ill Yesterday,” tried out 
euesley college summer thea- 
i August 


at 


roadway opening in six* 


Oct. 31. 


‘Tide’ to Fold in London: 
Gert Lawrence Due in U.S. 


London, July 5. 

Because of previous commit- 
ments in the U. S., Gertrude Law- 
rence is quitting the cast of “Sep- 
tember Tide” at the Aldwych 
Aug. 6 and the show is folding in 
consequence. .* 

Miss Lawrence's contract was a 
limited one and should have term- 
inated June 1, but owing to the 
success of the play she agreed to 
an extension. She is to appear at 
her husband’s ‘(Richard Aldrich) 
two summer theatres in New Eng- 
land. She will be back in time to 
act in one play for two weeks, and 
it is probable that “September 
Tide” will be chosen. 

Star plans to return to London 
in the spring in a new play for 
H. M. Tennent. 


Kate Backers 
Split 2d 406 


“Kiss Me Kate” backers divided 
another $40,000 melon among them- 
selves yesterday (Tues.). This 
marks the second such profit-shar- 
ing dividend, another $40,000 hav- 
ing been distributed previously. 
Musical, now in its 28th week at 
the Century, N. Y., paid off its 
$180,000 production cost May 6, 
when it also divided up its first 
profit check, which was $13,000. 

The road, or national, company 
ot “Kate,” with Anne Jeffreys, 
Keith Andes, Mare Platt, Benny 
Baker and Julie Wilson, left N. Y. 
Saturday (2) to open in L. A. 
July 11. Four-week engagement 
there was reported already sold out 
by last weekend, as is most of the 
Frisco six-week run that follows, 
starting Aug. 8. Two Coast presen- 
tations will be under auspices of 
the Civic Light Opera Co. in con- 
junction with Saint Subber and 
Lemuel Ayers. who produced the 
Broadway original. Troupe is due 
to open in Chicago around Sept. 18. 








ANOTHER NON-SEG TRY 


FOR D. C.’S BELASCO 


Washington, July 5. 
Despite unbroken series of turn- 
downs, still another attempt is be- 
ing made to get the old Belasco 


theatre turned over for non-segre- , 


gated legit. Bill to this effect was 
introduced in the Senate last week 
by Senators Raymond E. Baldwin, 
of Connecticut, and Paul H. Doug- 
las, of Illinois. 

Measure provides that half of 
any profit would go to the Govern- 
ment. 


‘Little Foxes’ Musical 
Into Aug. Rehearsal 


“The Little Foxes,” Mare Blitz- 
stein’s music-drama, based on the 
Lillian Hellman play, will go into 





rehearsal the end of August.- with | 


a Boston tryout planned before 
the N. Y. opening, now set for 


Producer Cheryl Crawford is 


still auditioning and casting, with 


Jane Pickens, Brenda Lewis, Da- 
vid Thomas, William Dillard and 
Shannon Kaye already lined up. 


Marie Wilson Sub 


Hollywood, July 5. 

While piciure and radio commit- 
ments keep Marie Wilson here, 
she'll be replaced in Ken Murray's 
“Blackouts.” for its New York run 
at the Ziegfeld theatre starting 
Sept. 6. by Pat Williams. — 

Miss Williams has been with the 
show tor the past three years. 
Miss Wilson started with it more 
than seven years ago. 








Kritz As Ft. Worth Director 
Fort Worth, July 5. 

The Fort Worth Municipal Opera 
will have its first resident director 
in Karl Kritz, of the Metropolitan 
Opera Assn. who will be both con- 
ductor and musical director. 

He will also head the newly es- 
tablished opera workshop at rexas 
Christian U, with which the muny 
opera will be closely associated. 


Flamm, Daubeny Setup 


| way 


Gets Underway Next Wk. 
London, July 5. 

Anglo-American business part- 
nership between Peter Daubeny 
and Donald J. Flamm will be in- 
augurated next Tuesday (12) with. 
the presentation at the Ambas- 
sadors of “The Late Edwina |! 
Black.” Flamm, who met Daubeny 
in London last April, will be here / 





for the premiere. ‘ 


With a view to continuing the 
partnership, Flamm is reading new 
American plays while Daubeny is 


Kaiden Heads New 


studying home output, and when Ticket Broker Group 
they meet in London wil] compare ' ah 

notes and decide on their next Officers of the New York the 
production. They plan to do plays atre Ticket Brokers, Inc., consti 


together in England and America. tuting 40 of the city’s 66 licensed 


been named. They 
are Benjamin Kaiden, president 
Arthur Lemmon, veepee; Al Al 
berts, treasurer, and Jefferson Da 
vis, Jr., secretary. 

A board of directors empowered 
to recommend expulsion of misbe- 


Advance Payments 
For Subway Shoes’ nines sc 


“High Button Shoes” takes to the seph Newman, William McBride, 
N. Y. subway circuit for a three-| George Morley, Jesse Berlly, Sol 
week spin, after its lengthy Broad- Lancourt, Louis Schonceit, Michael 
run, under terms by which Atlas, Barry Keith, Philip Furst 
producers Joe Kipness and Monte and William Deutsch. 

Proser get $650 a week for rental 
of the physical properties, pavable 
in advance. Authors Jule Styne, 


brokers, have 


Outfit was formed to help police 
the current ticket-selling evils 


Rockefeller Coin 


Sammy Cahn and Stephen Long- 
street get a total of 6% of gross 
weekly receipts, against a non- 


returnable advance of $750 a week, 
also payable in advance. 


“Shoes” starts its subway run, éte 9 
under aegis of Geosan Produc- | k k 9 
tions, Inc. ‘(George Brandt), at the} or Inne? ani os 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, July 12. 2t) 
plays the Windsor, Bronx, week of Although preliminary work is 
ned an ana Brighton, Brooklyn, proceeding on the presentation of 


“Finnegan's Wake” on 
there will be no activity till fall. 
First auditions are planned for 
next February, with production set 
for the 50-51 season. There may be 
a tryout next summer at an open- 
air festival. 


Broadway, 





Near-Riot in- Montreal 
As Patrons Demand Coin 


When Terpers Don’t Show 


Montreal, July 5. | Unusual interest is being mani- 

Failure of artists to show up as) fest, however. in the 
advertised, a late curtain and gener- | jym-Edwin R. 
al ae nana : oral tion of the James Joyce epic, from 
riot last Tuesday (28) at Verdun | ‘Sibi iain 
Auditorium when L’ Association des | both inside and out of legit circles. 
Concerts Classiques de Montreal | Armstrong, who will present the 
failed to come through with ils | work, reports inquiries from as far 
much - advertised production of as Sydney on possible local presen- 
Strauss’ “Tales From the Vienna tations, with more definite bids 
Woods.” from London and Paris. 

The 8:30 curtain was delayed With no drive on yet for funds, 
when the orchestra refused to play | yer $20,000 has been pledged 
until it had been paid. After back-| Budget is estimated at $250,000, 
stage arrangements had been made ajthough no costs have been out- 
between the artists and the im- jined yet. It's expected that four 
presarios, the orchestra was paid ory five wealthy patrons will finance 
and at 9:30 the concert began. BY the whole production, instead of 
the first intermission only Miliza the usual horde of backers, and it’s 
Korjus and tenor Felix Knight had yeported that some Rockefeller 
made an appearance and the im- money is penciled in for the ven- 
patient crowd of 1,500 were won- ture. Production will be a musical 
dering what had happened to dan- pjay in two acts, with Samuel Bar- 
cers Nana Gollner and Paul ber supplying the score, Antony 
Petroff. When it was announced Tydor doing the choreography and 
that both these performers had John Houseman the overall direc- 
been held up by immigration of- tion. 
ficials a crowd ‘swarmed the box- | The N. Y. production will be a 
office demanding their money back. big costuming and scenic job, with 
Mrs. Irene Blouin of Concerts 5 sizeable chorus. large dance 
Classiques and the management group and big orchestra. There 
seemed willing but there was no wil] only be nine to 12 speaking 
money left in the till. Some of the parts, and since these must all be 
money had been paid for the rental rich voices, most of the casting 
of the auditorium and other dis- wij] be done in Dublin. Sara All- 
bursements had cleaned Mrs. good is definite for a role, and pro- 


Padraic 





Blouin. , ; ducer has been negotiating with 
Inside, Miss Korjus and Knight Barry Fitzgerald for another. 

cajoled both the orchestra and the | Armstrong envisions a large- 

(Continued on page 52) scale production for N. Y., and a 

simplified version for touring in 

American colleges. A  Euopean 


tour is also a definite part of his 
ans. 


‘PACIFIC’ EXPECTS TO 
PAY OFF BY MID-AUG. © 


“South Pacific.” which racked ‘Anna Lucasta’ Set 


- oS os ae Tat For Harlem’s Apollo 


the Majestic. N. Y., Saturday (2), 

expects to pay off its $225,000 pro- Deviating from its vaude policy 

duction cost by mid-August, or for the second time in several 

four months after it opened. months, the Apollo, N.Y., will bring 
Backers got a dividend of 40%, back “Anna enre mabey = b Mel ge hy 

or $90.000, mailed to them Friday The Horlem Hc ad ‘ 


(1). Show hes paid om wn thus week of vaudeville a few months 
far. payments being exclusive of a ago to offer “Anna.” 
sinking fund. The all-Negro cast will be headed 
quan: by Canada Lee and Isabelle Coo- 
YALE HERO WINS AWARD ley. 
New Haven, July 5: 
Robert C. MacLeod, Yale stude 
from Pelham Manor, N. Y., has 
won the drama department’s $500 











0’Connor Prexy 


Walter O'Connor was renamed 


playwriting award for 1948-49. president of the Treasurers and 
Prize was for his original play. Ticket Sellers union at last Fri- 
“Ribbon Bow.” Judges included gay's (1) annual election. Others 


Prof. Boyd M. Smith, chairman of 
the Eli drama department, and 
faculty members Mare Connelly, 
Frank McMullan, Lemist Esler. 


renamed were Charles Bowman, 
veepee, and James Murphy, sec.- 
treasurer and biz agent. 


: “t vet. is Arthur Rice, Hugh MeGauley. 
MacLeod. Purple Heart vet, ison _ 
leave of absence from Yale to re- Charles Murphy, Rod McMahon, 


war Morris Seamon and Herman Lewin 
were elected to the council. 


ceive further treatment for 


injuries. 


| with 


| sed. 
rather than theatreowners, should 


Co- | 


Armstrong adapta- | 


Closer Regulation of Theatreowners 
Suggested to Ease Ticket Hassle; 
Murtagh to Co-op With Producers 


The Committee of Theatrical 
Producers, which held an explora- 
tory meeting with Commissioner 
of Investigation John M. Murtagh 
Thursday (30) to discuss the N. Y. 
theatre ticket situation, will meet 
again July 14, this time without 
Murtagh, huddle on tix and 
other matters. As result of the 
CTP suggestion to Murtagh that 
boxoffice men be licensed, as one 
means of preventing scalping, the 
commissioner has already moved 
to do so, by appealing to Mayor 
O'Dwyer to seek such legislation. 
Move could be effected in Albany 
by amending the N. Y. State Gen- 
eral Business Law, which now 
licenses ticket brokers. 

Although the treasurer licensing 
idea was the most concrete to 
come out of last week’s meeting, 
a variety of other suggestions were 
mulled, all aimed at clearing up 
the ticket hassle. One had to do 
imposing other penalties or 
reasons for firing a boxoffice man 
‘causes for firing now generally 
are limited to larceny and use of 
bad language), although this might 
be unnecessary if b.o. men were li- 
censed. 

Question was also raised whether 
theatreowners shouldn't be more 
closely regulated in regards to dis- 
position of tickets (not necessarily 
licensed). Matter of extras as 
against regular tickets assigned 
to brokers was discussed, objection 
being heard that extras were some- 
times eight to 10 times the number 
of regulars. 

Idea of the producers setting up 
and financing a central control 
agency on tickets was also discus- 
Murtagh felt that producers, 


to 


be responsible for distribution of 
tickets. Certainly better supervi- 
sion over tickets was needed, ac- 
cording to Murtagh, no matter 
, who controlled them, and he was 
willing, he said, to work out some 
plan with the CTP. 


NEW LEGIT THEATRE 
GOING UP IN MONT’L 


Montreal, July 5. 





New legitimate’ theatre for 
Montreal, to be completed and 
opened in September, 1950, was 


announced here Saturday (2). En- 
tire project is being financed en- 
tirely by American money headed 
by G. W. McGregor of New York, 
who in 1927 built the Craig theatre 
in New York (now Adelphi). 

Theatre will hold 1,500, with 
stage 70 by 85 feet, and will be 
air-conditioned. It will be modern 
in design and construction. Be- 
low the theatre will be two large 
garage floors for parking. 

During the summer McGregor 
plans to bring in the “better” Eng- 
lish stock companies for 14-week 
season. Metropolitan Opera Co. 
is slated for a two-week session 
in the spring of 1951 before going 
to Philadelphia. A new theatre 
has been a pet project of McGre- 
gor’s since 1937, when he first pur- 
chased the property in Montreal. 


London’s ‘Okla.!’ Does The 
Usual; Sets House Record 


London, July 5. 

The record - breaking “Okla- 
homa!” created a new record Mon- 
day (4) by being the first show to 
reach its 1,000th performance at 
the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 
More than 2,175,000 people have 
seen the show, which has taken in 
$3,840,000 at the boxoffice and paid 
$928,000 to the government in en- 
tertainments tax. 

Previous record for the house 
was held by “Rose Marie,” which 
ran for 851 performances, 





Heat Wilts Dane ‘Okla!’ 
Copenhagen, June 28. 

“Oklahoma!” couldn’t last all 
summer at Norrebro, where people 
keep away from the theatres when 
it's hot. But musical will be taken 
up again in the middle of August 
and is expected to run the whole 
winter. The theatre will be closed 
about two months in all. 

Grete Thordahl, biggest hit of 
“Oklahoma!” is playing in Fiffers 
successful summer reyue at the 
A. B.C. theatre. 
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Weekend Heatwave Takes B’way Toll 
But Hits Unaffected: ‘Girls’ Going; 
Tee’ 316, ‘Ear’ 246, ‘Girls’ $32,000 


Business was off on Broadway * 


last week, in the usual pre-July 4 
slump. The few cool nights early 
in the week helped some shows 
but the dog days and weekend 
exodus generally nipped takes. 
Weekend heatwave also took its 
toll. Illness of Bobby Clark is 
causing “As the Girls Go” to shut- 
ter Saturday (9), comic then going 
into a hosp. for observation. 

Lone arrival this week is the 
Spanish musical revue, “Cabal- 
gata,” opening tomorrow (Thurs.) 
at the Broadway. Next week (15) 
brings the highly-publicized ‘Miss 
Liberty” to the Imperial 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 
including 20% amusement tax. 
However, estimates are net; 1e., 
exclusive of tax. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- 
ae (33d wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). 

ardy Mike Todd musical breez- 
ing along, with an estimated $32.,- 
000 for the week. Closing Satur- 
day (9) due to Bobby Clark’s ill- 
ness. 

“At War With the Army,” Booth 
(18th wk) (C-712:; $4.80). Claimed 
improvement in early-week biz 
but under $6,000 for week. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (178th 
wk) (C-940; $4.80). Lolling along 
in the heat, but under $5,000. 

“Cabalgata,” Broadway (M-l,- 
900: $3). Sol Hurok presents Span- 
ish musical revue; opening tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(21st wk) (D-931; $4.80). Hit drama 
unaffected by weather or whatever; 
capacity $24,400. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (15th 
wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). Ralph Bel- 
lamy starrer in hit stride, a little 
under $22,000. 


“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(32d wk) (CD-966; $4.80). Sagged 
a bit; Ruth Hussey starrer still 


okay at near $10,000. 

“High Button Shoes,” 
(91st wk) (M-1,900; $4). Wound 
up its last week on Broadway for 
a 727-performance run, with about 
$22.000, and takes to the subway 
circuit; opening at Flatbush, Brook- 
lyn, Tuesday (12). 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
tury (6th wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Nine 
performances last week racked up 
gross of $31,000; 11 performances 
this week, with two extra shows 
Monday (4) and Wednesday ma- 
tinee retained. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (27th 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). Hit musical 
holds to SRO course, with $47,100. 

“Lend an Ear,”’ Broadhurst (29th 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). Sturdy musical 
gross another good week; around 


Broadway 


$24,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (72d 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Long-run 
war comedy holding to’ $32,000 
gait. 


“South Pacific,” Majestic (13th 
wk) (M-1.659; $6). Smasheroo mu- 
sical ticking off its usual capacity 
$50,600. 


“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (83d wk) (C-920> $4.80). 
Sturdy drama_ veteran’ sagged 
slightly, to around $15,000. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Cort (18th 
wk) (C-1,064; $4.80). Melvyn Dou- 
las starrer ambling along with 
7,000 take. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(38th wk) (C-1,509; $6). Bright 


season stayer hit around $37,000. 


BAD WEATHER CLIPS 
‘VAG. KING’ IN PITT, 326 


Pittsburgh, July 5. 





Bad weather early in the week 
held “Vagabond King” down to 
$32,000 at Pitt stadium. Threaten- 
ing skies kept crowd to under 


4,000 for opening performance and 
Tuesday night (28) was rained out 
altogether. Long Fourth of July 
holiday took thousands of pros- 
pects out of town, and so the ex- 
pected pickup later in the session 
didn't materialize. 
Edward Roecker’ and 
Stoska had the leads in 


Polyna 
“King,” 


with featured roles going to lan 
Keith, George Lipton, Shannon 


Bolin, Johnny Kirby, Muriel O’Mal- 
ley and Kathy Barr. 

Current is “Anything Goes,” 
first musical comedy of season af- 
ter four straight operettas, with 
cast headed by Bernice Parks, 
George Britton, Coley Worth, Eric 
Brojherson, Mavis Mimms, Gordon 
Dilworth, Muriel O'Malley, Doro- 
thy MacNeil, A. J. Herbert and 
LeRoi Operti. 


‘more, L. 





LAHR-‘BURLESQUE 
NSG 736 IN A. C. 


Atlantic City, July 5. 
Legit came back to this resort 
last week with opening of Ocean 
playhouse on Steel Pier, attraction 
being Bert Lahr in “Burlesque. 
Biz was below expectations, with 
$7,500 gross reported for five days. 
Ocean City also started its sum- 
mer theatre season as “Spring- 
hoard to Nowhere,” new play by 
A’‘exander Lidor starring Bramwell 
Fletcher, had its premiere Friday 
(1) in the Ocean City playhouse. 
Edward Everett Horton is here 
this week in playhouse, in “Present 
Laughter,” opening tonight (5). 


Liberty $43,500 
SRO in Philly 4th 


Philadelphia, July 5. 

“Miss Liberty” again sold out 
last week, its third at the Forrest, 
grossing over $43,500 due to added 
standees. Furthermore, both mat- 
inee and evening performances on 
the 4th went clean. 

“Liberty” is now set for four sell- 
out weeks, with over $175,000 
grossed. 


‘FORTUNE TELLER’ NEAT 
$51,000 IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, July 5. 

“The Firefly,” last presented 
here in 1945, has been revived for 
the current offering of the Muni- 
cipal Theatre Assn., in its alfresco 
playhouse in Forest Park, with 
many out-of-towners flocking here 
for the holiday. It teed off a seven- 
night run last night (Monday) be- 
fore 9,500 and grossed approxi- 
mately $3,200. 

New faces in lead roles who 
scored are Donald Clarke, tenor; 
Lou Wills Jr., and Patricia Wy- 
more, dancers, and Jean Nelson, 
warbler. Others in top roles who 
scored are Rosemarie Brancato, 
making her last p.a. of the season; 
Jack Goode, Ruth Gillette, Edwin 
Steffe and Melton Moore. 

Victor Herbert’s “The Fortune 
Teller” would up its one-week 
stand in the open-air theatre Sun- 
day (3) with a neat estimated $51,- 
000 with the mercury flirting with 
the 100-degree mark on_ several 
days, natives flocked to the park 
for some relief. 


‘Cabalgata’ Nifty 
68G for Frisco Run 


San Francisco, July 5. 
“Cabalgata,”’ Spanish revue, 
shuttered after 30 performances at 
the 1,550-seat Geary, Thursday 
(28), after chalking up handsome 
$68,000. Final four performances 
grossed $12,000. Last few shows 
had even top galleries sold out. 
“Brigadoon,” s 











second in the Civic 
Light Opera series, opened Mon- 
day (4) at the 1,775-seat Curran. 


‘Harvey’ Torrid $16,700 
In 4 Shows, Port., Ore. 


Portland, Ore., July 5. 
Frank Fay in “Harvey” did a 
torrid $16,700 in three evening per- 
formances with one matinee. The 
1,500-seat Mayfair was scaled to 





$3.60. Advance ticket sales were, 
heavy. 
Joe E. Brown appeared here a 


year Ago with the same play. 





Current Road Shows 


(July 4-16) 

“Blackc uts of 1949”—El Capitan, 
L. A. (4-16). 

“Brigadoon” — Curran, Frisco 
(4-16). 

“Harvey” — Met., Seattle (4-9): 
Intl, Cinema, Vancouver, B. C. 
(11-16). 

“Inside U. S. A.”—Shubert, Chi 
(4-16) 


“Miss Liberty” — Forrest, Philly 
(4-9). 


“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi 
(4-16). 
“Streetcar Named Desire’’—Bilt- 


A.’ (4-16). 


VARIETY 
Streetcar’ Clangs Up 306, 


~ LA: Blackouts,’ ‘Brig’ 
Strong, ‘Front Page’ NSG 


Los Angeles, July 5. 
“A Streetcar Named _ Desire” 
looks headed for a record run at 


the Biltmore here. Originally 
slated to stay three weeks, the 
Tennessee Williams drama will 


| hold a fourth. Last week (the 
| second) was even better than the 
| week before. 

“Blackouts of 1949” didn’t suf- 
fer from the holiday period. “Anna 
Lucasta,” at the small Coronet, 


| 
| 


drew a little better than previously 


last week. 

Masquers Club entry into pro- 
fessional legit at El Patio, Holly- 
wood, with “The Front Page,” star- 
ring Dane Clark and _ “Taylor 
Holmes, didn’t set the town on fire. 
Critical notices were excellent, but 


b.o. take was mildish. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Anna _ Lueasta,” Coronet (3d 
wk) (255; $3.60). Better, $2,400, 


but still slow. 
“A Streetcar 
Biltmore (2nd wk) 
Terrific $30,000. Cut-rate Theatre 
| Guild season tickets braked the 
|flow of actual b.o. cash for first 
| two weeks, but this is exceptional 
| figure for the Biltmore. 
“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan. 
{(367th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Still 
holding about capacity at $17,100. 
“Brigadoon,” Philharmonic Aud. 
(4th wk) (2,670; $4.80). Slight drop, 
but still big $50,000. 
“The Front Page,” El Patio. (1st 
wk) (790; $2.40). Medium $4,200. 


Heat Nips Chi; 
USA Of to 36446, 
Roberts, 18446 


Chicago, July 5. 
Hot weather, conventions and 
Railroad Fair visitors are giving 
two legiters here healthy play, 
although heat is cause for slight 
dip in grosses. “Inside USA” and 
“Mr. Roberts” are faring well and 
look to Chi summer encampment. 
No new product in sight for other 
shuttered houses. September will 
bring “Death of a Salesman” and 
“Kiss Me Kate.” 
Estimates for 
“Inside USA,” 
week) (2,100: 
affected take; 
$36,500. 
“Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger 
week) (1,334: $4.33). 
registered to $18,200. 





Last Week 
Shubert 
$4.94). Heat 
down to 


(7th 
wave 
around 


Slight drop 





Legit Bits 





Maurice Schwartz signed Ola 
_Shlifko for an important role in 
| his forthcoming ‘“Yosele, the 
Nightingale,” Yiddish folk comedy 
by Sholem Aleichem which opens 
Oct. 17. 


ducers with Aldrich & Myers of 
“Goodbye, My Fancy,” left for the 


Coast Thursday (30). Florence 
Sundstrom took over Lulu) Mae 
Hubbard’s role in “Fancy” Monday 
(4) George Ross, N. Y. p.a. on 


“Kiss Me, Kate,” off to L. A. to 
attend to the national company’s 
Coast bow, Gertrude Bromberg is 
handling the road _ troupe Bill 
Woods now handling George Hall’s 
chores in “Lend An Ear.” 

Harvey Sabinson pressagenting 
People’s Drama, new off-Broadway 
group in New York... Kim 
Hunter, who recently left the cast 
of the original “Streetcar Named 
Desire” production, visiting Lon- 
don with her daughter and mother 
... Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., has 
taken his family to London for a 
six-month stay . 


London 


Londor.,, June 29. 

May and Parker, newly - formed 
play agency, has acquired lease of 
the “Q” theatre from Jack de Leon 
for the summer season, opening 
July 12 with new play titled “Ivory 
Tower” ... Mai Zetterling has ac- 
quired English rights of French 
play ‘La Sauvage” by Jean Anouiih 
which she wants to produce in the 
West End, with herself starred .. . 
Tom Arnold has acquired rights to 
“Western Wind,” new play by 
Charlotte Frances tried out at “Q” 
theatre, which he will produce in 
the West End end of July with 
original cast of John McCallum, 
Ann Crawford and Hubert Gregg 
d Lee Royce, currently playing 
vaudeville here, being considered 
by Emile Littler for one of the 
leads in the West End production 
of “South Pacific” in the fall. 


Named Desire,” | 
(1,636; $4.20). | 


$$ 


Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VARIETY’ 


boxoffice estimates, for last week 


(the fifth week of the season) 


and tee corresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY 


Number of shows current 
Total weeks played so far by all 
Total gross for all current shows 
Total season’s gross so far for al 
Number of new productions so fa 
RO 

(Excludis 


Season Season 
re ee coe 15 22 
shows.... 87 122 
last week. $365,100 $414,009 


| shows... $2,163,700 $2,533 009 


Pere ee 0 2 
AD 
ig Stock) 








Number of current touring shows reported. 10 13 
Total weeks played so far by all shows..... 57 72 
Total road gross reported last week....... $286,600 $265,100 
Season’s t&tal road gross so far........... $1,606,800 $1,737,709 





Revised ‘Common Glory’ 
In Click Revival, Opening 
3d Season in Virginia 


By EDITH LINDEMAN 
Williamsburg, Va., July 5. | 
Paul Green’s symphonic drama, 
“The Common Glory,” opened its 
third season at the Lake Matoaka 
amphitheatre here Friday (July 2), 
despite rain that created an un- 
scheduled intermission during the 
first act. Patrons, long accustomed 
to the vagaries of Virginia weather, 
took to the trees and_ shelters, 
trooped back to their seats when 
the shower ceased, and gave more 
applause to the reappearance of 
the moon than to the pertormance 
on stage. 
Author Green, who _ invariably 
rewrites his historical spectacles, 
has scrapped several scenes from 


| previous years, substituted others, 


(43rd _ 


'on the sides. 
| set 


Fay and Michael Kanin, co-pro- 


enlarged or cut here and there. 
He has eliminated a former se- 
quence in the English court, and 
has confined his story to locales in 
Monticello. home of Thomas Jef- 
ferson, around whom the story re- 
volves; Williamsburg, Jamestown 
and one scene in Richmond St. 
John’s Church. [In so doing, his 
story has gained more cohesion. 

The drama treats of the era just 
prior to and during the Revolu- 
tionary War, seen mostly through 
the eyes of Jefferson. He is the 
leader who is sought by the colon- 
ists in their struggle against the 
English governor, Lord Dunsmore: 
as the devoted husband to an 
adored and ailing wile, as the au- 
thor of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence; the troubled and harried 
Governor of Virginia; the dispir- 
ited patriot who fights on through 
sheer determination; the final fig- 
ure in a triumphant finale. 

Scene Shifts Noiseless 

The production utilizes one great 
center stage and two smaller levels 
Action swings from 
to set, smartly lighted and 
swiftly paced. Scene shifts are ac- 
complished through the use of) 
movable, double - faced sections, | 
shunted about noiselessly by a 
bhack-robed stage crew. “The 
Common Glory” choir of 33 voices 
occupies another side section of | 
the theatre, and supplies incidental | 
or mood music to the accompani- | 
ment of a concert organ. Acoustics | 
are remarkably fine. 

The cast is composed largely of | 
college drama students or mem-| 
bers of community theatre groups, | 
with some assists from semi-pro- 
fessionals from radio or television. | 
Only fulltime professional actor is | 
Walter Brooke, now playing the 
role of Jefferson for his second | 
season, having appeared on Broad- 
way in “Two Blind Mice” during 
the past year. 


Also, for the first time, this 
year’s directorial staff is partly 
from the professional field. John 


Baird has been imported from New 
York to handle the direction; Myra 
Kinch is in charge of choreogra- 
phy, with Maxine Lee as her as-| 
sistant and chief dancer. Whether 
the professional touch has enliv- 
ened the production or whether it 
has gained through its revisions 
and the excellence of its cast. there 


\is no doubt that this season’s pre- 


sentation is faster, fuller and more 


| Satisfying dramatically. 


Formerly, little use was made of 
the natural surroundings: — this 
year the reasonable facsimile of a 
gunboat appears on the lake at the 
rear of the stage and shoots off fire 
and smoke during the battle at 
Yorktown. Miss Kinch is respon- 
sible for enlarging the dance in- 
terludes, and she has worked her 
amateurs into some effective en- 
sembles that are colorful without 
being beyond their capabilities, 
Baird’s direction has given the 
crowd scenes additional scope and 


he has manipulated individual 
scenes into smooth, effective 
drama. 

“The Common Glory” still has 


its static moments, chief of which 
is a beautifully written but over- 
long and contrived scene in James- 
town where Jefferson soliloquizes 
about his’ struggle for freedom, 


| tinued the concert. 


, Lyrie 


———— 


, a 
| then dreams of John Smith, Pogo. 
| hontas and others who were em. 
| broiled in Jamestown history. On 
| the other hand, a scene in Phila. 
delphia, during which Jefferson |,- 
bors over the writing of the Dee. 
laration of Independence, is a high 
spot of drama and suspense, even 
though it is done in the manner 
of intimate theatre. 
An Historical Dosing 

“Glory’s” main fault is that it 
delivers too large a dose of his- 
tory and too small a jolt of ex. 
citement. Author Green has been 
harried by purist historians of Vir. 
ginia who want him to stick to 
facts; also, he is devoted to his 
medium of “symphonic drama.” in 
which he attempts to combine fact 
music, dance, drama, comedy and 
some fictitious action. In combin- 
ing spectacle with intimate drama 
he has placed more emphasis on 
the latter. This may make for bet- 
ter theatre, but it is not the sort 
of entertainment that tourists want 
in an outdoor playhouse built for 
large productions. This year, the 
spectacle scenes have been en- 
larged to the production’s advan- 
tage. 

“The Common Glory” is pro- 
duced annually by The Jamestown 
Corp. and sponsored by it in c¢o- 
operation with the Department of 
Conservation and Development, 
The non-stock, non-profit James- 
town Corp. was chartered by the 
State Corp. Commission in 1946 
as “an educational, historical, lit- 
erary and benevolent organiza- 
tion.” 
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| Near-Riot 
Continued from page 5| ee 


left in the audience into a 

temperate mood and con- 
According to 
Knight, his Miss Korjus’ names 
had been used without their per- 
mission in the first place, and since 
they had been used, “we came up 
here to give the announced .per- 
formance to clear our names.” 
Knight also claims that a Los An- 
geles agent had without their per- 
mission, signed them both for this 
operetta to be given in Montreal, 
Toronto, Baltimore and Washing- 
ton, all of which have now been 
cancelled. Both Miss Korjus and 
Knight performed without receiv- 
ing their money. According to 
Tibor Fejer, orchestra conductor 











few 
more 


/and manager of Miss Korjus, the 
| $4,000 contract between Fejer and 


impresario Blouin was to have 
been paid off before the concert 
started. 


Samuels’ $300 Bail 
Keene, N. H., July 5. 

John Parker Samuels of Lancas- 
ter Pa., business manager of the 
Keene summer theatre, was re- 
leased in $300 bail here on a fugl- 
tive-from-justice charge. 

According to local police, he was 
wanted in Harrisburg, Pa., for al- 
leged conversion of ticket receipts 
from a production of “Tales of the 
Vienna Woods,” which was twice 
postponed and never presented. It 
was claimed that $1,700 was turned 


over to him after 1,000 to 1,200 
tickets had been sold. 
Samuels Refunds Coin 
Lancaster, Pa., July 5. 


Although court proceedings was 
scheduled for today (5) in Harris- 
burg, John Parker Samuels, local 
manager, reports he has refunded 
to all ticket buyers for the nom 
appearing “Tales of the Vienna 
Woods,” which was scheduled to 
play in Harrisburg June 9 after 
two earlier postponements 

Samuels says he had no connet- 
tion with the production other than 
local booking in Harrisburg, a? 
was not concerned with the Allen- 
town and Wilkes-Barre non-show 
ings. Latter also states that he 
and Manuel Davis, manager of the 
theatre, Allentown nt 
brought suit for breach-of-contra® 
against the non-producing produc 
ers, Raymond Roahur and Arthul 
Moore of Wilkes-Barre. 
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Campass in the Black 


The Compass, New York morn- 
ing tab which Ted Oo. Thackrey 
isunched May 16, is said to have 
been in the black since the day it 
first appeared. Circulation, at 10c 
a copy, is claimed to be averaging 
about 80,000 copies daily, giving 
the sheet a small profit. Break- 
even point is 65,000 copies. Adver- 
tisers are being guaranteed a re- 
bate if circulation drops below 
60.000. 

Thackrey. former editor and 
publisher of the N. Y. Post, is hold- 
ing costs down to a minimum. The 
entire editorial operation is accom- 
plished by a staff of 25, with 2§ 
men in the composing room and 
four advertising solicitors. Coin 
for starting the paper. which is be- 
ing published in the old PM (Star) 
plant, was put up by Mrs. Anita 
McCormick Blaine, of the Chicago 
farm machinery family. ° 

Daily operating cost is said to 
be around $5,000, with income now 
averaging better than $6,000. Paper 
is not getting much advertising 
and that at a very low rate, which 
makes the 10c price the key to the 
profitable operation which PM and 
its successor, The Star, were never 
able to achieve. 


U. S. Comics Win Danes 
B.T., oldest Danish tabloid, pub- 


lished by the Berlingske news- 
paper concern, has risen in a few 
years from 20,000 to over 70,000 
in daily circulation. B.T. is now 
the fourth biggest newspaper in 
Denmark—and that is partly be- 


cause of the paper’s policy of of- 
fering one and a half pages dail. 
of well known American comic 
strips. 

The “Blondie” series was 
for years, but when former 
ball star and wellknown 
scribe, Harry Bendixen, 
pointed editor-in-chief, a 
other popular U. S. strips were 
added. Most popular are 
“Blondie” and “The Phantom,” but 
“King of the Royal Mounted” and 
“Dick Tracy” also have a big fol- 
lowing in Denmark. B.T. has just 
bought the rights for “Popeye the 
Sailor,’ which hitherto appeared 
in Social-Demokraten. There is 
also a very popular Danish strip, 
“Carlt,” by Philipsen, which has a 
cvcle-messenger boy as a comic 
hero. Circulation of B.T. is ex- 
pected to reach the 100,000 mark 
within the next two years. 

There are three comic weeklies 
published in Denmark now, Skip- 
per Skraek, which got its name 
from the strip, “Kong Kylie,” 
(‘Soglow’s Little King series), and 
“Seriabladet, which specializes in 
action and horror strips. There is 
also a Walt Disney-magazine, An- 
ders And, which is the Danish 
name for Donald Duck. 
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Move in the Religioso Cycle 


Doubleday is bearing down on 
the “peace of mind” cycle, which 
seems to be a bestseller vogue in 
books ever since Rabbi 


Joshua | 


Loth Liebman’s “Peace of Mind” | 


and Msgr. Fulton J. 
“Peace of Soul” clicked. Leonard 


Sheehan’s | 


M. Leonard, editor of the Journal | 


of Living, has compiled and edited 
“Help and Comfort from the 
Bible.” including 
texts as selected by 150 clergymen. 
Father James Keller has authored 
“Three Minutes a Day”: Rev. Olson 
J. Smith’s “Faith to Live By” has 
an introduction -by Ralph W. 
Sockman, and Fulton Oufsler’s 
“The Greatest Story Ever Told” is 
among the best sellers from the 
same firm. ‘ 

On the lighter side, Doubleday 
is bringing out actor-author Alex- 
ander Kirkland’s “Rector’s Naugh- 
ty Nineties Cookbook,” in which 

€ was assisted by Muriel Shaffer, 
who got the rights to all the famed 
restaurateur’s recipes after George 
Rector .died, Lawton Mackall’s 
second edition of “Knife and Fork 
in New York” (first published by 


McBride in °48) is also in the 
£astronomic vein. San Francisco 
Chronicle columnist Herb Caen’s 


‘Baghdad -on-the-Bay,’ dealing 
with his. hometown, is another fall 
Publication via Doubleday. 


Modern Bride, New Quarterly 
Reportedly 2,000,000 American 
Zals annually don wedding gowns. 
In a bid for this lucrative market. 
Ziff-Davis Friday (1) brought out 
Modern Bride, a 50c quarterly 
printed on slick stock. Format of 
the initialer is best described by 
the publication's subtitle, “A Com- 
plete Guide for the Bride-to-Be.” 
Editorial content ranges from “Sex 
Preparation in Marriage,” based 
upon an interview with Dr. Alfred 
- Kinsey, to the responsibilities 
of the bridegroom. 
Conceived by Ziff-Davis’ 
chandising counselor 
Srsé-431 V7 ig 





mer- 
Walter N. 


st | ! 


inspirational | 


if 


May, “‘Modern Bride's” first issue 
was six months in the 
Staff is headed by Marjorie Bin- 
ford Woods, editor-in-chief. 
editorial personnel includes Diane 
Rutherford, fashion and merchan- 
dising editor; Justine Feely, man- 
aging editor; Margaret Mary 
Coughlan, editorial assistant; Eliza- 
beth Hillyer, Home Furnishings 
Editor, and Harriet Roseman Beck- 
man, art editor. 


Howarth Can. Press Award 
Dorothy Howart 
won the 1949 memorial award of 
the Canadian Women’s Press Club 
for a series of articles on New- 
foundland, published on the entry 
into contederation of the new prov- 
ince. Miss Howarth was. an- 
nounced the winner at a conven- 
tion of the Canadian Women’s 
Press Club in Vancouver She is 
a general reporter on the staff of 
the Toronto Telegram 
The award is based on “the best 
handling of a news event or pub- 
lic issue of significance’ and is 
open to all women writers in 
Canada. Other awards were made 
to Constance Swartz, Salmon Arm, 
B.C.; Pat Wallace, Vancouver; 
Margaret Aitken, Toronto; Harriet 
Parsons, Toronto; Mrs. C. A 


of Toronto has 


McGregor. Saskatoon; Kathleen 
Kritzwiser, Regina. 





H. Allen Smith’s Chores 
H. Allen Smith sojourning on the 


Coast for a month getting back- 
ground for a new novel. He will 
also 0.0. Reno, Carson City and 
Elko as part of the research. 
Smith is doing some Hollywood 
pieces for Satevepost while out 
there. 

His next book, “We Went That- 


away,” dealing with the menace of 
cowboy culture on the Wild West, 
is due via Doubleday in October. 


CHATTER 
Denis McEvoy back to Tokyo to 
wind up his Time assignment. 
Hannibal Cobb in Hollywood to 
write a series of yarns for Look 
mag. 
Eleanor Tatum, who does Press 


for Time, making her first Paris 
junket in October. 
Bill Ornstein’s “The Black Po- 


tato” will appear in The American 
Courier for August. 

Bantam Books releasing Sin- 
clair Lewis’ “Kingsblood Royal” in 
the 25c edition this month. 

Bill Kane handling about 
column, ‘Kandy Kanes,” for 
Angeles Independent Review. 

Pete Martin is doing a Sateve- 
post yarn about Gary Cooper, with 
Gene Lester shooting tintypes. 

Norman Mailer. author of “The 
Naked and the Dead,” rounding 
up material for a new book in 
Hollywood. 

Ritz Bros. writing a series of 
columns, which are being offered 
for syndication by the Scott Mere- 
dith agency in New York. 

James Mason and his wife, 
Pamela Kellino, contracted to do 
a book for A. A. Wyn, Inc., tenta- 
tively titled “The Child in Our 
Lives.” 

“Deep in My Heart,” Elliott Ar- 
nold’s story based on the life of 
Sigmund Romberg, being published 
by Duell, Sloan & Pearce in late 
August. 

Ilka Chase working on a novel, 


town 
Los 


“New York, 22” ‘referring’ to 
postal zone), which she hopes to 
have ready for publication by 
Christmas. 


Eimer Rice’s novel, “The Show 
Must Go On,” due in October, via 
Viking; as title indicates. it’s a 
backstage story. Same pub also 
bringing out “A Harvest of Wor!d 
Folk Tales,’ edited by Milton 
Rugoff, former Knopf editor. now 
ed of the Chanticleer Press. and 
formerly with the Magazine °47-'48. 

Russel Crouse, Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2d, Robert E. Sherwood, 
Clitton Fadiman, John Hersey. 
Laura Z. Hobson and Rex Stout 
are among the 17 writers who an- 
nounced the formation of the 
Writers’ Board for World Govern- 
ment Sunday (3). Aim is to work 
for American support in trans- 
forming the United Nations into a 
limited world governmeni. 

Street & Smith's Living 
Young Homemakers will be 
lished monthly starting with the 
February, ‘50, issue. Started two 
years ago as a quarterly titled 
Mademoiselle’s Living, the mag 
was advanced to a bi-monthly basis 
early this year Publication was 
suspended for the summer and 
will resume with the September 
number. Edith Brazwell Evans 
is editor 

A new enlarged edition of “Con- 
tact Book,” directory for the en- 


for 
pub- 


making. | 


Other | 


tertainment industry, is being pub- 


lished today (Wed.) by Wallace A. 
Ross for Celebrity Service. The 
106-page book lists producers, 
flacks, ad agencies, press contacts, 
hotels, nightclubs and agents of 
all types in New York, Hollywood 
and Chicago. New issue features 
a television section and a Windy 
City supplement. 











Frozen Currency 


Continued from page 5 


be accused of 
formats 

Following up on the Life 
Zanuck admitted the 
value of the star system 
said, “while can be 
asset picture, they 
not a bad picture good.” 
addition, he pointed out, any 
tor rating billing must 
reached the top because he had the 
necessary talent Twentieth, he 
said, is continuing to incubate 
fresh talent via its stock school 
and fully-staffed talent depart- 
ments. He noted a trend building 
for more emphasis on acting abil- 
ity rather than appearance in the 
search for new talent. 


dictating picture 
mag 
box- 
But 
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make 
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Zanuck on Indies 

Recent of some. indie 
producers, such as Stanley Kramer 
(who did “Champion” and “Home 
of the Brave’) might have dire re- 
sults for other aspiring indies, ac- 
cording to Zanuck. Once one or 
two good indies appear on the 
scene, others start trying to match 
them by making pix too expensive, 
when they lack the necessary stu- 
dio facilities and often the know- 
how. As a result, he sees little 
likelihood of the indies taking the 
play away from the big studios. 
With the exception of one film 
each from Nat Holt and Edward L 
Alperson this year, 29th will re- 
lease only studio product hence- 
forth, he said. 

Noted as producer of such off- 
the-beaten-track pix as “Snake 
Pit,” “Gentleman’s Agreement” 
and the upcoming “Pinky,” Zan- 
uck said he is not looking for other 
tolerance themes, since “we must 
wait for them to come along.” He 
is confident that if such films are 
good. they'll do good business, de- 
claring the grosses racked up by 
“Agreement” and “Pit” prove 
they’re “no more hazardous than 
musicals.”” He showed little con- 
cern over the possibility of other 
pix with anti-Negro discrimination 
themes hurting the b.o. chances of 
the yet-unreleased “Pinky,” point- 
ing out that RKO’s “Crossfire” 
came out ahead of ‘“Agreement”’ 
but did not hurt its grosses. 
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Fox and Warners will fall into that 
category remains to be seen. 
Metro Upping 
Metro is the only member of the 


Big 5 definitely planning to up its | 


release roster. Company, during 
the period from July 1, 1948, to 
June 30, 1949, will have made 
available 29 features plus three re- 
issues. For the comparable 1949- 
50 season. sales veepee William F. 
Rodgers plans to up the total to be- 
tween 36 and 40 films, including 
reissues. 

With probably the smallest back- 
log among the majors, the boost 
is being made possible by a 
stepped-up studio production 
schedule revealed last week by pro- 
duction veepee Dore Schary. 

Twentieth sales veepee Andy W. 
Smith, Jr., disclosed at a Canadian 
sales meet in Toronto last Thurs- 
day (23) his plans to release 30 
top films during the 1949-50 season. 
This compares to 41 released dur- 
ing the same period last year. The 
1948-49 schedule, however, in- 
cluded 13 B films, while the upcom- 
ing season will have only two Bs, 


one from Nat Holt and one from 
Edward Alperson. Number of A 
releases. consequently, will about 


equal that of last vear. 

Other major companies plan to 
turn out about the same number 
of films during the 1949-50 season 
as they released during the season 
just ending. Thus. RKO will have 
37 features plus six Tim Holt west- 
erns: Warners will distribute about 
24 and Paramount expects to re- 
lease 22 or 23 of its top product 
Other companies, including Uni- 
versal, Republic, Columbia. United 
Artists ‘and the various independ- 
ents anticipate releasing about the 
same number as last year, or an- 
other 250 combined. This would 
raise the grand total to about 400 
for the year. 


a ir 


| 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Murray Hill, Calif., July 2. 

While reading a rare edition of C. E. Brochgrevink’s “First On the 
Antarctic Continent,” a little job in research which antedated the frozen 
footnotes of Amundsen, Scott and Byrd by a flock of years, the idea 
occurred to me that I, too, might make a contribution to charting the 
unknown. Why not be the first man to explore Marie Wilson’s mind: 

The eighth anniversary of Ken Murray’s “Blackouts” was coming up 
and Marie Wilson was the last survivor of the original company which 
had parlayed Dave Siegel’s $12,000 into $6,533,100 in seven years. But 
backstage anniversaries are sort of hysterical and it’s hard to study a 
girl’s mind with champagne popping all over the place. So I settled 
for the amen corner of the Hollywood Brown Derby and a light snack 
before the show. . 

Malheureuement, that same day I had a big luncheon party at Scully's 
Bedside Manor for Michael Powell, who had hopped from London to 
Hollywood to set “The Elusive Pimpernel” for distribution in this be- 
knighted land The Powell party consisted exclusively of those who 
had worked with him on the Riviera 20 years ago, most of them under 








my iron hand. 

One of those sentimental journeys which produce disillusionment a 
often as not, it wasn’t possible in Powell's case because back in the 
1920’s he was a baldheaded teenager who looked 40 if he looked a 
dav. Todav he looks exactly as he did then, 40 if a day. So when you 
tell him he hasn’t changed a bit, he knows you're not, kidding. 

I asked the assembled sentimentalists to drink to the success of my 
next great venture. While Micky Powell would be flying off to London, 
a four-motored flutter of 6,000 lousy miles, 1 explained, I was go01ng 
to make a trek into the unknown—and after dark. I was going down 
the hill to Hollywood and Vine and explore Marie Wilson’s mind, some- 
thing which had baffled scientists for 15 years. 

“Who's Marie Wilson?” Powell wanted to know. He asked with the 
came soft, trusting blue eyes that | have never seen anywhere else in 
show business except on Marie Wilson. 


Ss 


Anything To Lois Wilson? ° 
“Who’s Marie Wilson?” [| echoed “Didn't London ever see ‘Boy 
Meets Girl’? Didn’t you ever hear of ‘My Friend Irma,’ the most de- 


lightful dumb cluck in all recorded time?” 

Powell kept looking at me with his starry blue eyes and shaking 
his head slowly from side to side. It was hard to believe that this 
innocent abroad had had his hand in the writing, directing and produc- 
ing of “The Invaders,” “One of Our Aircraft Is Missing,” “Stairway to 
Heaven” and, topping them e'l, “The Red Shoes.” But I know only too 
well that he’s a very learned gazelle. 

Only a few minutes earlier at the luncheon he had taken occasion to 
inform me that Howard Hill would not be the first to shoot big game 
with bow and arrow in Africa. “Stewart Edward White did it,” he 
said. “He wrote about it in ‘Smabledibble In Dankest Africa’.”’ 

He also had corrected me in another small literary matter. I had 
been saying that our Munching in Nostalgia reminded me of Conrad 
In Quest of His Youth,” and before I could explain exactly how it 
had done so, the maker of fine British pictures for the American mar- 
ket since 1940 said, “Thomas Meighan made it into a picture, you 
know.” 

“Meighan made ‘Conrad 
you sure?” He was sure. 
‘Youth’ are you?” 

No, he was quite sure it was Leonard Merrick’s “Conrad,” and when 
Mickey Powell is sure, even the British Museum has nothing more to 
say. But he didn’t know who Marie Wilson was, though the next time 
he makes a flying trip to Hollywood after he has seen Hal Wallis’s 
version of “My Friend Irma,” he probably will tell me that he knew the 
girl as Katherine Elizabeth White and once tested her in Anaheim for 
“Miss Grapefruit,” but hadn't known she had changed her name since 
to Marie Wilson. 

In order to forestall the subsequent use of that escape-clause I de- 
cided to ask Marie Wilson right off the bat if she had ever heard of 
Micky Powell. But as | entered the Brown Derby my cooling system 
was set on fire by a gorgeous symphony in red, white and blue. It was 
Marie Wilson. She had been to the hairdresser’s and didn’t want the 
world to see her new coiffure until 9 p.m. When it would be unveiled 
for the paying customers of “Blackouts.” A Chinese-red turban was 

|} hiding every blonde curl. But her big blue eyes and her beautiful 
complexion made blonde hair, hidden or on the loose, of no great im- 
portance, 


In Quest of His Youth’?” I asked. “Are 
“You're not thinking of Joseph Conrad's 


With Marie Down the Colorado 

She wore a simple little white dress of crash linen, which would have 
- been just the thing to keep a guy’s mind on her mind if her couturiere 
hadn't decided to plunge her neckline down to the bottom of the Grand 
Canyon. 

Cleavage has long been obvious in Marie’s gowns as assembled for 
her numbers in “Blackouts,” but this was a street dress, as the phrase 
goes, and its neckline had no present, past or future. It was if any- 
_thing a remake of “The Great Divide’ and if there were -any other 
garment under that dress it must have been made of something finer 
than gossamer. 

A man of macaroni constitution but of iron will, I steeled myself to 
talk to Marie as if she were Kip Fadiman. I looked straight ahead 
and asked her if she knew Micky Powell. Her large baby blue eyes 
looked wonderingly at me, much as if I had asked if she knew Mickey 
Finn after giving her one. 

“He directed ‘The Red Shoes’,” I explained. 

“Oh,” she said, “You mean Michael Powell?” 

“Exactly,” [ said, ‘“‘what did I say?” 

“You said Micky Powell,” she said, leaning forward in such a way to 
leave no doubt there was nothing between us except that crash linen 
dress. 

Husband Al Nixon joined us. He was dressed warm enough to fly 
to Little America. But he lacked a tie. So Maitre Chelios wrapped 
one around his neck. That's protocol at the Brown Derby. Girls can 
come in like little necks on the half-shell, but men have to wear ties 
even over turtleneck sweaters. 

Her strength must lie in her easy-going disposition, especially in a 
town where everybody is trying so hard. She plays dumb blonde roles 
but she is really a smart cookie. She doesn’t drink, nor smoke and 
her greatest beauty secret is soap and water. 

Marie’s Five-Year Plan 

She has played in 16 movies in her time, and in the last vear has 
starred in radio and pictures as well as doing her habitual 10 shows 
a week in Murray's “Blackouts.” She played 2,332 consecutive per- 
formances in Blackouts” before she took even a day off. This roughly 
works out at nearly five years of a seven-day week. 

An easy, straightforward honest little number, she nevertheless 
baffles more complieated people. She was being feted around the City 
hall of Los Angeles one day and happened to remark on the insecurity 
suffered by most people in her profession and how something ought to 
be done about it. To the stuffed shirt at her side this seemed about 
as subversive a remark as had been heard west of the Kremlin. 

So that’s Marie Wilson, the girl sans malice in wonderland. In a 
town where boredom rides behind every Cadillac she smiles behind 
antique crates. All during the war she owned a second-hand car till it 
collapsed one day in front of the El Capitan theatre. She has bought 
another one. This one looks like a 1947 Ford. 

She has bought two small houses with the money she has made. The 


one with two bedrooms she gave to her parents. The one with one 
bedroom she gave to herself. 
i Dumb blonde, my calloused elbow! : i 
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offered two price lines, one at 75c 
(later 50c) and the other at 35c 
(Decca was always 35¢ until war- 
time). But current factors are 
different, and here's the rub. Pre- 
war it was not often that a hit was 
duplicated on the high and low- 
priced labels of one company. AS 
x result, there was no intra-label 
competition among the artists of 
one company. The companies didn’t 
undersell themselves, which they 
will be doing now. 

The new 49c labels by Victor, 
Decca and Columbia change the en- 
setup. The 49c sides admit 

will earry only tested hit 
tunes. True, it’s not anticipated 
that a Joe Doakes on Bluebird at 
49c will be able to take the sale play 
away from Perry Como or Vaughn 
Monroe on the same song at 79c 
especially if either of the latter 
created the hit. But nobody knows 
for certain. Then, too, price is a 
primary factor among today’s disk- 
buvers, and the song is almost 
always the heaviest sales factor in 
the majority of cases; performer 
names are secondary. 

What the cheaper lines will do 
fo today’s top-name artists, there- 
fore, is a big guess. The companies 
themselves are thinking about it, 
unquestionably. In many _ Cases 
contracts with top names guarantee 
a certain amount of coin annually, 
regardless of the sales the names 
manage to corral. 

Top artists are doing plenty of 
thinking, too. Aside from the fact 
that coin is guaranteed to many of 
them, they want to maintain repu- 
tations. And if the 49e platters be- 
gin killing their sales, the disk in- 
dustry will see many big names 
asking to be released on 49c plat- 
ters. It happened before, prior to 
the war. 

If the big names are successfully 
stopped by the lower-cost labels, 
the disk companies themselves will 
be in deeper trouble, at least for a 
while. It’s the 78 rpm “shellac” 
record that now sustains the finan- 
cial life of the record business. The 
49c sides’ profit is minute. If the 
swing is to them and away from 
the 79c-ers there will be plenty 
more red ink until all other cost 
factors fall in line with the con- 
sumer price. 

The artists who figure to be hurt 
immeasurably by the conflict be- 
tween the 79c and 49c sides are the 
secondary names now riding the 
79¢ platters. They'll either drop to 
the 49c-ers or go off wax complete- 
Iv. They'll not be able to compete 
at all. They don’t get the hit songs 
now. and with the 49ce platters sell- 
ing hits in competition with the top 
names, the middle-class names will 
thus be whipsawed. 
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co. Italy, Scandanavia and Greece. 
Productions 
France and Austria are scheduled. 
In addition,-negotiations are being 
carried on for the drama to be 
offered in Poland, Switzerland, 
Portugal, Hungary and Australia. 
“Born” has been shown in Argen- 
tina, Switzerland, England, France, 
Italy, Czechoslovakia, Scandinavia, 
Greece, Holland and Austria. A Pal- 
estinian production is also set. The 
U.S. Army wants both as offerings 
for their personnel in Japan and 
Hawaii. 

Of the musicals, “Oklahoma!” 
ranks high as an international of- 
fering with companies now playing 
in South Africa, Australia and Lon- 
don. The Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein hit also has been put on in 
Denmark and Sweden, and a USO 
unit is touring the Pacific with the 
show. On a par with “Oklahoma!” 
is ‘Annie Get Your Gun,” which 
has been put on in New Zealand, 
Norway, Denmark and Finland. 
rhe musical is running concurrent- 
lv with “Oklahoma!” in England 
and Australia. It is also being pre- 
sented in South Africa, and 
# Parisian adaptation is scheduled 
dn the near future, 

Productions of “The Heiress” 
have been offered in Holland, Den- 
mark, Sweden and Greece. Nego- 
liations are also being conducted 
for presentations in Italy, France 
and Portugal. “Harvey” has been 
done in England and Austria. Ar- 
Rentina, Brazil and Spain have had 
Productions of “Happy Birthday,” 
and a Paris presentation is being 
contemplated. “Years Ago” has 
been produced in Italy and Greece. 

Media” has been offered in Swe- 
den and is scheduled for France. 


in South America, | 


' “Strange Bedfellows” was shown | 


in Greece. 

The Burgtheatre, Vienna, has re- 
cently put on a production of 
“Glass Menagerie.” and “Death of 
a Salesman” has been acquired for 
German-speaking countries by 
Lies! Frank-Mittler. Among other 
plays that have been offered in Eu- 
rope are “John Loves Mary,” 
“Voice of the Turtle” and “Kiss 
and Tell.’ 

Quick deals on plays that are 
still running on Broadway, or 
which recently completed their 
stands, are negotiated to avoid the 
chance of having them _ pirated 
overseas A few countries have 
seen unauthorized and illegal pro- 
ductions of American plays, for 
which the producers have gone un- 
punished due to the play agents 
not wanting to take the time and 
expense to buck international red 
tape Harvey” is one of the few 
plays not faced with this problem. 
since there is no available copy of 
the text on which to base a produc- 
tion 

The influx of American produc- 
tions abroad is strongly evidenced 
in London, where six out of the 25 
current offerings are of U.S. origin. 
Of these “Oklahoma!” and “An- 
nie Get Your Gun” have been run- 
ning 113 and 108 weeks, respective- 
ly. “Dark of the Moon” and 
“Brigadoon” are comparatively new 
offerings, as are ‘“‘Harvey” and “The 
Heiress,” “Death of a Salesman,” 
“Detective Story” and “Streetcar 
Named Desire’ are due for West 
End production soon. “Carousel” 
will be offered to London theatre- 
goers next winter and there is dick- 
ering going on now for a British 
production of “South Pacific’ and 
“Miss bkiberty.” 


‘Annie’s’ Million 
Sydney, June 25. 

A gross totalling more than $1.,- 
000,000 has been racked up by the 
Australian company of “Annie Get 
Your Gun.” The Rodgers and 
Hammerstein production was 
brought over in July, 1947, and has 
since played Melbourne, Brisbane, 
Adelaide, and is currently being 
offered at the Theatre Royal, here. 
A tour of New Zealand follows. 
“Oklahoma!” is also a current Aus- 
tralian attraction, playing at His 
Majesty’s, Melbourne, since Feb- 


ruary.” 

The J. C. Williamson-Tait cir- 
cuit, which booked both musicals. 
has scheduled “Song of Norway” 
and “Brigadoon” for production 
soon. The outfit also hopes to get 
the Australian rights to ‘South 
Pacific.” 
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talent will be able to hold its own 
despite 
competition of top pictures. 


shortage 


The chain nad been using mod- | 
vaude shows in| 


erately budgeted 
place of double-features. In many 
instances, the territories which 
played talent weren't prepared for 
stage shows as was evidenced by 
the fact that frequently local piano 


teachers and church organists con- | 


scripted to provide mus}: for the 
talent. Despite this condition, 
vaudeville was established in those 
areas, 


Just what houses the Schines 
will start with hasn't been deter- 
mined. However, it’s probable 


that a great portion of those with 
stage shows last year will be re- 
peated. Al & Belle Dow office 
will continue to book them, 


of product and. 
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The Chords, Watson Sisters, Ham- 
mond’s Birds, Mack, Russ & Owen, 
Waily Brown, Dolinoff and Raya 
Sisters. Traveling show budget is 
around $5,500 weekly. 

Coincident with the Cleveland 
opening, Sol A. Schwartz, RKO 
veepee in charge of theatre opera- 
tions, tried to ascertain what type 
of patronage was being attracted. 
The first patron queried de- 
clared it was the first time he’d 
been in a theatre in 12 years. Ac- 
cording to replies from most inter- 
viewed it’s indicated that a new 
crop of theatregoers is going all 
out for the new vaude policy. 

The Hippodrome, Baltimore, also 
started its first Palace type show 


Thursday (30) to gratifying busi- 
ness. Bill consists of those who 
have recently played the N. Y. 


showcase, including. Three Dan- 


woods, Don Henry Trio, Yvonne | 


Moray, Walter Nillson, Buddy 
Lewis, Three Arnauts, Don Rice 
and Sol Grauman. Another Pal- 
ace bill is being set for July 14 
and acts signed so far include Gus 
Van, Ben Yost’s Colleens, Carlton 
Emmy, Florida Trio, Jack Parker | 
and Rosales Sisters. 

RKO booker Danny Friendly is 
already engaged in booking a sec- 
ond layout to play the circuit. Acts 
and opening dates are still to be 
set. 

There's also some talk of. start- 
ing a separate Coast circuit for 
RKO There had been a vaude 
tryout at the Tivoli, San Francisco, 
first along non-name policy and 
then with a name layouts How- 
ever, RKO has since learned that 
there’s a heap of boxoffice in the 
Palace name and current talk is 
that the Coast circuit will be re- 
vived 
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Hippodrome, Balto 


added to the usual five, moving 
Jo Lombardi house orch back into 
pit and dusting off the old enun- 
ciators. Accompanying bally is pay- 
ing off with trade reported im- 
proved. Strangely enough, every 
act on the current layout has been 
here before and quite recently too 
in even stronger name combos, so 
chalk up another credit to promo- 
tion. 

The Danwoods, two lads and at- 
tractive femme in_ extra-smooth 
hand-to-hand stuff open, followed 
by the Don Henry Trio of mouth 
organists. Latter punch out plenty 
of music and score with corny ac- 
companiment via a strange assort- 
ment of props from auto horns to 
balloons. Pace holds with. Yvonne | 
Moray, diminutive vocalist, next, 
who punches out her numbers with 
considerable assurance. F 

Walter Nilsson is a real throw- 
back to the type of vaude they are 
“bringing back” and his smartly- 
paced handling of a variety of uni- 
cycles rings the bell solidly for 
comedy, novelty and appeal. Sets 
matters for Buddy Lewis to fol- 
low with his impressions tied to- 


gether with continuing patter, 
after which the Arnauts, mixed 
trio, give out with their standard 


fiddle playing and bird flirtation. 
Don Rice is one of the comics 
that used to be a standby here for 
emcee chores and a closing bit on 
his own. Now he’s doing all of his 
stuff in one slot and to better ad- 
vantage. Gags are swift and props 
funny® Gets. maximum returns, 
and bring on Sol Grauman and his 
flashy musical staircase smartly 
backing up the hoofery of three 
femme lookers. Provides a perfect 
clincher for a well assembled and 
talent-laden layout. Stubholders 
loved it all. Burm. 





Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, June 30. 
Lewis & Van, Monica Lewis, 
Ming & Ling, Frankie Laine with 
with Carl Fischer, Carl Sands 
Orch; “It Happens Every Spring” 
(20th). 


While all acts are par in their 
respective fields, three singing acts 
in succession doesn’t make for 
smart routining. However, its just 
one of those things that can't be 
remedied. 

Lewis and Van open show with 
some fast clogs on miniature stair- 
cases and get good applause with 
challenge tap sessions. Monica 
Lewis has a smart entrance singing 
into a handmike and scoring with 
“Wonderful Guy.” Follows with 
“Some Enchanted Evening” and re- 
prises of her disclicks including 
“Tree in the Meadow.” Pert 
blonde swings into ‘““Put the Blame 
on Mame” for sock finale and hefty 
paiming. 

Ming and Ling, Chinese hillbillys 
get continuous laughs with Ming, 
going through the Oriental mala- 
props and Ling doing fine job as 
straight man. Comic versions of 
“Red River Valley,’ “Loch Lo- 
mond” register strongly. However, 
Ling gets best returns for his sharp 
impreshes of Sinatra, Crosby and 
the Ink Spots. 

Frankie Laine gets usual bois- 
terous reception from teenager 
element as he socks across “I Met | 
Her by the River St. Marie.” Add- | 
ed to his library is “Georgia on 
My Mind” which receives. the 
Laine treatment of full voice and 
phrasing. For change of pace 
“You're Just the Kind of a Girl.” 
Encores with “That’s My Desire” 
and “Shine” for solid returns. 

Car! Sands orch does medley of 


Duke Ellington tunes and_ backs 
show neatly. Zabe. 
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OBITUARIES 


REV. WILL W. WHALEN 





Rev. Will Wilfrid 


Roman Catholic priest who had 


| been a playwright, author and ac- 


tor, lost his life July 3 in a fire 
that destroyed his apartment in 
New York. The cause of the fire 
was not determined, but police in- 
dicated that it might have origi- 
nated from an oil stove the priest 
used for cooking. 

Father Whalen, who had lived 
in the neighborhood for several 
years, had suffered a stroke about 
five years ago, neighbors said. He 
spent much of his time writing, 
working late into the night. 
born Mount Car- 


He was near 


mel, Pa., and was ordained a priest 
in 1911 He formerly was pastor 
of the Roman Catholic Church of 


Prior 
boy 


St. Ignatius in Orrtanna, Pa 
to ordination he had been a 
soprano and later an actor. 
Among the books Father Whalen 
wrote, his first published in 1927, 
were the “The Golden Squaw,” 


In Memory of Our Lovely One 


CHARLOTTE LEARN GARRITY 


Who Passed Away 


July 6, 1947 
John J. Garrity, Sr., husband 
John J. Garrity, Jr., son 
Patricia Garrity Givaudan, daughter 





“The Ex-Seminarian,” “The Ex- 
Nun” and “The Priest Who Van- 
ished.” Of his several plays, “War 
Wife” and “Ex-Nun” was produced 


here by semi-pro groups for short 
runs. 


MARIE WELLS 

Marie Wells, 55, stage and screen 
actress of the silent days, was 
found dead in her home in Holly- 
wood, July 2, police reported, of a 
lethal dose of sleeping pills. They 
said the actress had committed 
suicide, apparently because of ill 
health. She left a note, saying, 
“My health is bad and I just can’t 
go on,” addressed to Eloise and 
Billy McDaniel of Glenburn, Cal. 


Miss Wells worked in Florenz 
Ziegfeld productions and played 
principal roles in several other 
musicals. 

ROSA CROUCH 

Rosa Crouch, 76, former secre- 

tary of the National Vaudeville 


Artists, died in New York, July 2. 

Miss Crouch was a former pro- 
fessional dancer who played at the 
Palace and on the vaudeville cir- 
cuits as a member of the team of 
Crouch and Welch. She was born 
in Baltimore a daughter of Nicho- 
las Crouch, one-time orchestra 
leader at the Drury Lane Theatre, 


Charlotte Learn Garrity 


(July 6, 1947) 


We miss you darling— 
Your Sisters and Niece 


BETTY, ALICE 
and BETTE. 






London, and the author of Irish 
songs. Surviving are a brother and | 
sister. 


AL WARNER 
Al Weinert, 53, known profes- 
Warner, pioneer 
singer and radio and announcer on 


the west coast, died July 2 at his | 


home in Los Angeles. 

Starting as a singer in Oregon in 
1925, Warner moved to Jos An- 
geles in 1932 and functioned as an- 
nouncer on many loeal stations, in- 
cluding KFI, KGFJ, KFAC and 
KMTR. His most recent task was 
that of chief announcer for KLAC- 
TV. 


LUKE COSGRAVE 

Luke Cosgrave, 86, stage and 
screen actor, died June 28 at the 
Motion Picture Country Home 
near Hollywood. In his early days 
Cosgrave toured the western min- 
ing camps in Shakespearean reper- 
tory and later trouped with east- 
ern stock companies. 

He moved to Hollywood in the 
era of silent pictures and played 
character roles until a few years 
ago. 





DR. HARRY HYMAN 


Dr. Harry Hyman, 61, dentist 
who had many patients in the the- 
atrical profession, died July 1 in the 
Polyclinic Hospital, N. Y., of heart 


disease. He was a member of The 
Friars and the Jewish Theatrical 
Guild. 


Surviving are his wife, two sons, 


, two sisters and a brother. 


Whalen, 68, 


MAX HOLDEN 

William Holden Maxwell, pro- 
fessionally known as Max Holden, 
former magician and shadow artist, 
died in New York July 3. Teamed 
with his wife as Holden & Grame, 
he toured vaude houses both here 
and abroad. He retired a number 
of years ago and opened a magic 
shop in New York. 

Surviving are wife and son. 


JOE A. JENNY 


Joe A. Jenny, vet vaude é 
former and manager of the Empire 


Comedy Four, comedy quartet, 
died in New York, June 27. He 
appeared with and managed the 


act until it disbanded in 1925. 
Survived by son and a sister. 





BEN C. KNOCH ° 
Ben C. Knoch, 70, theatre owner, 


died at his home in Waxahachie, 
Tex., recently. He was partnered 
with Ernest H. Rockett in opera- 


tion of the Tower theatre, Itasca, 
Tex. 


WILLIAM VIANO 
William Viano, 62, owner of the 


Lexington theatre, Lexington, 
Mass., died at his home there, 
June 28. 

Survived by mother, four 


brothers and four sisters. 





Grandmother, 92, of Freddie 
Bartholomew, film actor, died in 
Warminster, England, July 2. At 
one time she lived in Hollywood. 
Her husband, Fred Bartholomew, 
survives. 





J. W. Browne, 58, projectionist, 
died recently in Port Arthur, Tex. 
He was associated with the Jeffer- 
son Amus. Co., Beaumont, 
Tex., for the past 21 years. 

Mother, 72, of Ann Rosenthal, 
chief of William Morris Agency’s 
legal staff, died June 25 in Holly- 
wood. 


Wife, 33, of Robert Brooke, NBC 
engineer, died June 23 in Santa 
Monica. 

Mother, 83, of Franz Waxman, 
film musical director, died June 
26 at her home in Hollywood. 


MARRIAGES 

Vivian Irene Francis to James 
Logan Hunter, Washington, June 
30. He’s manager of broadcasts at 
station WMAL there. 


Mary Nayber to Robert Mora- 
han, Chicago, June 23. Bride is 
secretary to Arthur’ Steagall, 


Oriental theatre manager. 

Audrey Young to Billy Wilder, 
Linden, Nev., June 30. Bride is a 
singer; he’s a film director. 

Melva Niles to Clifford Bar- 
borka, San Franciseo, June 24. 
Bride is a singer-actress. 

Ellen Jacobstein to David Lewis, 
Paris, July 2. He is Metro conti- 


/nental rep. 


Dee Arlen to Bill Norvas, New 
Orleans, June 26. Both are mem- 
bers of The Upstarts, song and 
dance quintet. 


Jenny Wallenda to Alberto 


| Zoppe, Buffalo, July 3. Both are 


performers in Ringling 
Barnum & Bailey circus. 

Doris Moss to Leo Pearl, Detroit, 
June 19. Bride is ad-publicity di- 
rector for Balaban Theatres in De- 
troit. 


Bros., 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. William Sheehan, 
son, New York, June 30. Father 
is with 20th-Fox booking dept.; 
mother is Renee Durand, legit ac- 
tress and daughter of Al Durand, 
actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sterling Hayden, 
son, Hollywood, June 30. Father is 
a screen actor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tony Leader, 
daughter, July 1 in Hollywood. 
Father directs “Suspense” radio 
show. 


Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Audrain, 
daughter, New York, June 29. 
Father is former ad-pub chief for 
the Prestige unit of Universal. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Bender, 
daughter, Kansas City, June 6. 
Father is vaude booker with Mid- 
land Attractions, K.C. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry F. Schroeder, 
son, New York, June 27. Father is 
United Artists’ foreign sales man- 
ager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marty Paley, son, 
New York, June 25. Father is with 
Loew's International’s publicity 
dept. 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald McAffee, 
daughter, Mexico City, July 1. He 
is in the Fox office there. She’s 
daughter of Francis L. harley, Fox 
continental ‘rep. 


per-< 
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oe AE _— “Lets not beat 
ALL SUMMER around the bush- 


ee MGM HAS 


M-G-M again this year opens 





(Technicolor) 


(Technicolor) 


“EDWARD, MY SON’ Spencer Tracy, Deborah Kerr 
“NEPTUNE’S DAUGHTER?” betty Garrett Keenan Wynn Xevier Caps 
(Technicolor) 


“THE WIZARD OF OZ’ owe eg ty le Ray Bolger, 


(Technicolor) 
“ANY NUMBER CAN PLAY?” Wessat Cory, Avasey Tors 
“THE STRATTON STORY’ Seah Hiocaee, hands Moctehen, Bill Williams 


(Technicolor) 

“THE GREAT SINNER” vai Bicrymcre, Preck Morgue Aence Mareen” Haston, 
“MADAME BOVARY” tiitjsnes Misos with Chicesbe ee. 

“SCENE OF THE CRIME’ Van Johnson, Gloria DeHaven, Arlene Dahl, Tom Drake 


“THE BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY’ Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Oscar Levant 


“IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME’ $F “Caddies” Saka, Stag Byington 






ag 


up its film vaults and gives 
you its BIGGEST HITS when you 
need them most! COMPARE! 8 


“TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME’ 373! $i222 "ions Gere Katy 





M-G- Winner of “Exhibitor Magazine’ Poll of theatres 


for “BEST PRODUCT AND FAIREST TERMS! 
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